- o PR

m ®
o i) iy i - .

T—=
. '- -
:

s P e, of Tl B e —

Il-'-'| -
—

-

Page 8 - SECTION A, THE HERALD, Wednesday, April 1, 1952

Importance of Being Earnest’ comes to Elliott Theatre

~New challenges in Wilde’s classic play

By CHRIS AAGAARD
Herald Btall Wriler

When the curtain rises April
30 on Georgetown Little
Theatre's production of Oscar
Wilde's "The lmportance of
Being Earnest”, dlrector
Derek Joynes will probably
feel like a father watching his
daughler head off on her first
date.

The opening performance
will carty, for cast and
every GLT member, more
than tha usual stage jitters. It
marks the first time GLT has
produced a play, complete
with elaboraie set changes,
with the spacious John Elliott
Thealtre stage in mind.

Among, the best comedies
ever writlen in English literai-
ure, “Earnest” demands flaw-
lessness. It'a a light, witty play
meant lo roll on wellolled
theatrical ball bearings; any
bumpa would surely jar the
audience back into the dreary
spring of 1981 aller enjoying
moments suspended in time
with some rather whimalcal
members of [ate 19th century
British "haute couture™.

Certainly a large share of
the responsibllity for maln-
taining the play's Intended
comic momentum will resi
with the cast; but to ensure
that the visual effecls are
Mierally scamless, GLT has
taken advantage of a specinl
theatre grant and commission-
od o professional stage design-
e for a few weekendn of
Instructlon.

For the last two weekends
and next Saturday and Sunday
ns well, David Antscher] is
jelning GLT's backstage crew
and cast members at Sacre
Coeur Church hall, offering
advice which will be used over
and over afaln on how -lo
properly bulld stage eets for
areas as large as the Ellioit
Theatre stage.

Thanks to his lnsiruction,
GLT will be able Lo transform
the stage three limes during
the play, moving the audlence
from a London apartment
after the first act to the
luxurious garden of an English
country house and finally into
the same house's drawing
roam.

“Yisually, it should be an
excellent production,” produc-
er Jo Heed told The Herald
Monday, "Mr. Antscher] has
glven superb detailed draw-
Ings for us to follow as we
construct 1he aets. This enabl-
es us to bulld up a good atock of
Nats and windaws (which can
be used In future product-
lons)."

TAKES PLACE

Mra. Heed added thal Mr.
Antacher| has atudied the peri-
od in which the play lakes
place~]ust before Lthe end of
the 18ih century-and using
Wilde's developmenl of
character, tries to imagine
what sort of environment
Algernon Maoncrielf and John
Worthington would lve In,

“From the actors’ point of
view, Jove it,"” Mrs, Heed
said. “H's deflinltely a new
approach for, us. When we
were based in Wrigglesworth
School or Sacre Coeur, we
could go In and bulld a set, add
furnishings and leave Wthem
there. Now, we have to pre-
fabricale everything-It all has
to be lightweight so that we
cantake it apart and move it to
thtthanlruh-rfnm the perform-
ances.’

Previous GLT plays at the
theatre - “'Not Now, Darling",
the annual Christmas feature
and most recently “Our
Town'', - have relled on frugsl
sets and backdrops. For the
firat time at the theatre, GLT
will use no lesa than three sels,
one for each nct, comprising 60
flals, .

""The purpose is not just 1o
design a set for the “The
Importance of Being
Earnest', director Joynes
sald. "It is also Lo teach us Lthe
steps of slage dedign and pre-
fabrication.”

Why all the [uss?

FEWPLAYS

There are [ew plays In
English literature which seem
to retaln their timelesaneas as
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{'hcnr Wilde was 40 years old when he pus:d for this
photograph laken by IUH, Shepard In 16894, A year later, hls most
highly acclalmed play, “The Importance of Helng Earnest™,
debuled on the London mtage. (icorgelown Litile Theatre will
bring this lively and timeless classie to the John Elllott Theatre
Aprit 10, May 1, 6, T and ¥, It will be the first produclion GLT has
done speclally designed for the large stage bn the theatre and will
require three complete sel chanpges,

well as the "The Importance of
Being Enmest™. There are
parallels drawn with Shakes-
peare's "'As You Like It" or A
Midsummer Night's Dream™,

“It's not reatly a contempo-
rary play In the true sense,”
Mr. Joynes polnts out. “But if
it wasn't really ‘contempora-
ry', there would be nothing to
laugh at."

Many of Wilde's social
comments are stitl valid teday.

In this play, Wilde takes o
light-hearted look -at a few
members of the English upper
crust, so bored with life at the

- (One jul right for youl

MOUNTAIKYIEW PLAZA

end of the century that they
take greal pleasure in invent-
ing people to act as foils in
their otherwise wuntroubled
lives.

Critics have deacribed the
play as “flawless™ from a
literary point of view. The
aelf-contained vacwoum In
which the characters live
allows them a child-like
innocence; {here are no dork
recesses in the play behind
which evil can Jurk to mark the
lives of the characters.

Mot surprisingly, in the
innocence of the play, the lave
interest 18 far from sericus,
it'’s a whimsical, spur of the
moment, struck-by-Cupld's-
arrow type of emotion.

John Worthingion and
Algernon Moncriefl oare the
gentlemen of stature who, like
a pairof teenagers, respeclive-
Iy fall in love with Gwendolyn
Falrfax and Cecily Cardew.
Thelr inventiveness {(Worth-
ington has a foctitious brother
and Moncrieff tells lies about
an  ailing friend) provides
them with something to doond
{alk about later over lea and
cucumber sandwiches.

LOVE FLIRTIKG

doth of them love fAirting
with "“danger’ or the chance
that their little ruses will be
uncovered, Sure encugh, thelr
inventlveness, put lo use in the
pursuit of love, does wind them
up in a “‘scrape” and on the
wrong side of the law which, in
this microcosm, happens to be
the aristocratic hawk, Lady
Bracknell.

The play's sniffy dialogue
Eunraniees lots of good belly
[nughs as the characiers
plunge headlong into -comic
chaos, surfacing innocently
enough in an elaborate denoue-
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ment scene and living happily
ever after [cllowing the recon-
ciliation. Shakespeare used

this technique religiously in his
comedics and the more absturd

the final scene, the betier,
Audmnm just gabble the stull

Advance ticket sales indl-
cate that Halton Hills viewers
are eager 1o juin Algernon,

Worthington and the other
characters for iea, cakes and
bread and bulter. There are

few seats remaining [or cach
of the shows starting Aprit 30

and continuing May 1, 6, 7 and
8.

[1 promises to be a classic
theatre-lovers won't want Lo
miss und will close one of
GLT's most successiul
seasons. Ticket sale informa-
tion is availalile by calling the
GLT box office at B77-5407.
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