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FOR A FRIEND

There was lots of sweel pink Iclag for Helen Hitghle Ezeard. The Smith snd Stane [ne.
employee rellred Friday as forelady from the company’s assembly department where she has
worked since 1935. About 100 felfow employees gathured to present her with a lounglng chalr to
make retirement comfartable and of course, lots of cake, A newlywed as of Dec. 25, Mrs. Ereard

gnd her husband Murray plae iravelling 4o Vermont and Florida,

tHerald photo)

School board trustees
balk at tax refund

The Halton board of educal-
ion Thursday night refused a
refund requested by Halten
Hills as part of the board’s
pertion of an opssessment
eTrOL,

Beard business superintend-
¢nt Barb Moore said the board
has no responsibility in the
actions carried out by IHalton
Hills town council,

Council provided Ron Chat-
Len of Halton Hiils with o grant
in the amount of $1.016.37 to
cover assessmenl errors for
1978, 1579 oand 1980, and is
secking $582.28 ps the board’s
portion of the refunded taxes,

"The town chose W grant
Mr, Chatters a rewate,” Mrs.
Moore said. "1t isn't the
board's responsibility to make
adjustments or give rebates.”

She said that under the
Education Act, municipalities
are responsible for paying the

board money needed to run its |

operotions. The board deesn't
concern itself wilh how the
murieipalities gei the money,
she said.

Resides there nol being any
legal responsibility, Mrs.

Moore said there 15 also no
moral responsibility o give

back Lhe money.

"We don't have o moral
responsibility Lecause our bilt
would have been the same no
matler what  Chatlen  was
charped in mill cates,” trustee
Hetty Fisher explained.

The board budgel is divided
among the various municipali-
lies according to a complex
farmula,

She said that because the
money was Eiven back in the

form of a grant, it made void .

any legal responsibility of the
board to reimburse the town.

*The town is stuck wilh the
Lild." Mrs. Fisher sald.

Scouters discuss

importance of emblem

By JEAN LAYMAN
Herald Special

North Halton District Scout-

ers Club was held last Wednes-
day night {March 17) in the
Limehouse Memorial Hall.
Disirict Commissioner Juhn
Sharples opened the meeting
by welcoming the members,
foflowed by roll epll
" ,/Mr. Sharples introduced the
- HKuesl speaker, Rev. Jeff Davl.
.son of Sl John's United
Church, who spoke on the
"Religion in Life Emblem™,
- which i3 open 1o Girl Guides of
Conpda and Boy Scouts of
Canada who wish to make the
promise. -

The Emblem = in four

progressive stages. The re-
quirements differ in each faith
and denominations ond are
prepared nationally by the
churches or religious bodies to
sull their particular needs. The
four stages may be earned, but
are recommended for the nge
groupings for which the re.
quirements are made up.

This coveled Emblem may
be worn on the uniform, when
the boy moves on inte Scouts
from Cubs. Ciint Croswell
thanked Rev. Davison for his
inleresting talk on this special
award, “Religion in Life Em.
blem™,

The seclions broke up into
groups wiih the Beavers dis-

and Gakville at the meet.

Ballinafad’s Kyle

a design ace

Cub Kyle Pinkerton of the Ficst Ballinafad pack won top
honors in a design compcetition for Kub Kars at a rally held
in Miltun March 13. Jamle Hurstol First Georgetown, the
andy North Hallan district Cub to come close to winning one
of lhe heats, finished sixth In the race at the regiona) Grand
Prix. Cubs from Notth Halton joined others from Burlington
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cussing a Minl Olympic Day
Moy 20. The Beavers and
parents will ndopt a tree and
plant it for Trees for Canada.
Planning for the Beaver Camp
s in progress with the camp to
be held at Blue Springs Junc 19
and 20.

Update for Cubs is Trees for
Conada will be held April 24
with a rain date set for May 1.
A Cuboree to be held at Blue
Springs May 15 with the theme
of Lurd Baden-Powet! and the
75th Anniversary of Scouling,
The District Cub Camp will be
held May 28, 29 and 30,

The Scouts will be laking
part in “Trees for Canadn™
April 24, The Annual Explorers
Hike wiltbe held May 7,8 and 9
wilh the Rovers co-ordinating
lhe hike, Scogari will be held at
Camp Everion for all Scouts
and Guides of the District Junc
11, 12 and 13. The theme for
lhis Camp will be Sierra -
Western Theme.

For all seclions of the Scout
mavemenl and the Girl Guides
the secend annual parade will
be held June 6 from Cedarvale
Park to the Falrgrounds,

Members of Scouters Club

- extended sincere and heartful

sympathy to D.C. John Sharp-
les in the loss of his father -
Arthur Sharples of Liverpool,
England,
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There i5 no doubt the PDomi-
nion Hotel in Acton was mak-
Ing moncy, il Just wasn'l
making it fasl enougl to meet
long-term debis, a chartered
accountant {estified Thursday.

Bruce Arnmstrong, an inve-
sligative accounlanl appear-
ing before the second degree
murder trial of hotel owner
Cosimo Mercuri and two hotel
employees, Michael Me-
Crystal and [eonard Cripps,

Duminion  Hotel owner,
Casino Mercurd, often made
nasly remarks about his en-
ployees and co-defendents in
a murder trial, the Ontario
Supreme Courl was told Fri-
day by Mr. Mercuri’'s ene-
lime girlfriend.

Gluria Eckslrin, a divor-
cee who bepan an intimale
affair wilh Mr. Mercurd in
Oclober, 1%77, said Leonnrd
Cripps and Michael
McCrysial did “Joe Jobs"
around the hotel

“Sometimes  he  treated
them okay and somelimes he
made nasty ceracks aboul
lhem to me and to their
faces,” Mrs. Eckstein said.

Mrs. Eckstein said she had
seen Mr. Mercuri’s plans for
a hotel expansion in 1978 hut
nothing ever came of those
plans and she never heard a

said that al the rate Mr.
Mereuri was going he would
have been broke sometime
during the summer of 1579

The hatel was destroyed in
an carly morning fire Aug. 19,
1979, {ne  resident, Howard
Giibrbons, 58, died in the blaze.

Mr. Armslrong said interes|
payments on loans and mort-
Fapes were cating up  the
hotel's warking capital.

The accountant carefully dif-
[erentiated between the Donsi-
nion Hotel, Acton, ld. and

reason for dropping them,

Mes, Eckstein said one
evening in June, 1979, when
she visited the hotel, Mr.
sfercurt spoke aboul feeling
the best thing that could
happen to the hotel would b
for it to burn down.

She said she fell he was
depressed but she couldn't
delermine whelher he was
Serjous.

Gelling in Mr, Mercuri's
car in the parking lot behind
the holel later that night, she
recalled looking up at the
third floor tights and soying
il the hotel ever did cateh fire
“those old guys up there

© wouldn't stand a chance' of

CSCAPINg.

She said Mr. Mercuri said
it didn’t matter becouse Lhey
were “only drunks, any-
way."” :

About the Hills
Levy hits
school budget

Mare than a little miifed at the Halton board of
education’s budget increase for 1882 (which will show up 8%
a 19 . per cent increase in the region’s mill rate), town
budgel chief Harry Levy stressed Monday night that the
town has ne control over the board's budget-making precess
and is not responsible for any increases in It. Coun. Dave
Whiling added that board education director Wally DBeever
will be at the Acton drop-in cenire April 2 during the
afternoon and invited councillors 1o attend the session to find

out more about the increase.

Music Hall returns

Following the success of Jast year's Musie Hall theld (n
‘cunjuncilion with Summer(est and Pioneer Days), Halton
Hills Arta Couneil Is Invitlng the trio of Dircctor Ron Hill,
Musical Director Ralph Ursel and Producer Dorolhy Hunt to
once again combine their efforts in launching ancther
exciting evening of dinner and entertainment June 18 at 7

p.m. in Sacre Cocur Hali,

Profits will be donated to help defray costs on the
purchase of a piano for the John Elliott Theatre.

Local citizens who act, sing or danee, and like to have
fun, are invited to bring along thelr material and sudition In
the Band Room of the Georgetown and District High School
April 6at 7:30 p.m, Rehearsals will initially be held Tuesday |
evenings. However, additional times will be announced as

the show progresses.

" Backstage help will also be reguired and interested
arties should attend o Production Meecting April 2t at the
ome of Dorothy and Ron Hunl, -5 Elizabeth St In

Georgetown.

For further {nfermation, call 877-2321, after 6 p.m.

)
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]
, -ﬁ Dominion Hotel murder trial continues

Cosime Mercuri as the sole
sharchoelder.

Sharcholder Mercurt loaned
the hotel a sum of moeney
kiown as the shareholder’™s
loan as part of the hotel's
caguity. Mr. Mercuri would
legitimately be  entitled to
write off payments on ihe

money he borrowed 1o loan to’

Lhe holel from hotel funds.
However, Mr. Armstrong
soid, when Mr. Mercur) went
to the Federal Business Deve-
lopment Bank in April, 1979,

‘Nasty remarks’ made

Mrs., Eckstein sald Mr.
Sercurt told her there were
peuple who could be hired te
dao Lthings like burn buildings
and  supgested they knew
how to rig fuse boxes nmong
other things in such a way
that a fire resulled.

After the Aug, 19, 19749 fire,
Mrs. Eckstein snid her June
conversation preyed on her
mind unti] she went down to
visit Mr. Mercuri at the hotel
site one evening to ask him
whether he had set the
building on fice.

He gat angry with her, she
said, and aceused her of
blaming him as everyone
¢lse in the communily was
doing.

When Mr. Mercori's
lawyer Michael Muldaver
characlerized her as o
trauble-maker who liked to
stiek her nose in Mr. Mer-
curi'’s  business, Mrs.

secking refinancing, the bank

assigned ur froze the money in
the sharchelder's loan account
as part of the security for a
201,000 mor LR,

Mo, Mercun continued o
make motrtgage and loan pay-
ments from that account even
after it was suppasedly frezen,
By lhe bme of the fire, the
account had pone from $24.000
to a deficit nf $1.400.

The refinancing of lhe lirst
angl  second  mortgages  in
April, 1979, pul the hotel a

to employees ?

Ecksteimn denied it

“lHesaw you as nothing bt
a pest and o nuisance,"” Mr,
Muldaver suld, “amd at that
time you're the last person
he'd have perceived os some-
one 1o be lrusted, aren’t
ou?™

Mrs. Eckslein said sho
didn’t know.,

She also admitted 1o wear-
ing o body pack lape record-
ing device provided by
flalton Hegional Pelice the
nighl she met Mr. Mercu-
ri's brother te discuss the fire
nnd the charges against My,
Mercur:, She said she was
alraid and had pone to the
police for advice before

going for a ride wilth Me.

Mercurl's brother.

Gary Hyde, o former
Dominiany  Holel resident,
said he had moved into the
hotel the week belore Lhe
fire. On the Saturday afler-

Pay up, or else!

Halton region plans to get tough on residents and
businesses who have not paid bills for regional services. Ina
recent announcernent, officinls said that Halton has been
intensf{ying “its pursuit of overdue accounts”, adding that
individuals who have not paid fees for such things as water
are more likely to receive a call from the region's collection
officer, Dian Casselman. The reglon also said that increased
use |s also Leing made of small claims court and other

coliection methods.

Globe dinner-dance

Globe Preductions will hold its lirst annual dinner<dance
May 1 at the Norith Halton Golf and Country Club in
Georgetown. Buoyed by the success of its first musical-
theatrical production, “Anything Goes” and planning a
production of Reger's and Hammerstein's "Oklahoma'
next year, Globe has announced that this fund-ralsing event
will fepture a specinl “May Modness'' cabaret and a dise
jockey will provide music for dancing later in the evening.
Festivities begin at 6:30 p.m. Tickets available by calling

Ev7-1184.

Ring stolen from home

Perhaps in search of matrimonial bliss, a thief
entering through a rear window of a John Street home
Thursday during the day stole a2 wedding band, a radie and
pop. Total value of stolen goods come Lo $300.

DID YOU REALIZE that the
Red Cross can take o few
dollars and muliply them into
help for many? Volunteers
give their {ime o make Red
Cross programs work econon-
ically. So remember when
your Hed Creoss canvasser
calls, Your denation will go a
long way.

YOUR CARS APPEARANCE /

Preserve the beauty of your automobile investment with a
protective shield that seals out the harmful effects of
weather, sun, pollution and oxidation. With Tidy Car's

Prasarve-A-Shine.

Preserv.-A-Shine

LT TR A TERTRN N

Upholstery Gard 2

- Guarantee

Tk, car warranits em b Tk Car regetencd vrhig be
erat Wt il BPresen A Shiowe ™ prid eos will peotec r
aned presenee e It aguinst thmaage bom

wi b - oo o e b, Bakusg, ar aleterkora-
tiser, Dadmng oor boss ot ol i s orwy s thae

v hie ke rerrovinie peg ettt the Peesen & Shine
poatd Fuisnr, st F ol reosd i de f are o ommlite wem.
iwd R UL I BT P TR IT cleng eabwped wn b euflig

Lebhowive . Fude d ar warants boocach Teb €
regeade i vehiic be emnnne thed Dinbwdstorny Lanid 0
vl pyectice 1 1l Dreaiesl doterwsr alsew s lrosm et
Cnie sfamws resa bl g oo o) apedly of wares
ol sambas. b oof somaing u ooy odiarmug 1twe
Lifeome oof tha waboid be ohesa ik d
the 1 Ho bl woartonihy révgrdr alidi

Ty i‘

COMPLETE CAR CARE
SERVICE

. STEAM & DRY CLEANING INTERIORS
. UPHOLSTERY GUARD

- VINYL ROOF RESTORATION

. PIN STRIPING

- TOUCH-UP PAINT

. 3PLASH GUARDS

—SAME DAY SERVICE—

—ASSOCIATE DEALER—
CHRIS BYDEVAATE

FOR FREE ESTIMATE, CALL OR DROP IN AT
111 MOUNTAINVIEW RD. N., GEORGETOWN

877-6136

- Cripps slood there telling

further $3.000 in debt, Mr.
Armstirong leslificd.

Hetween June 20, 1978, and
June 30, 1979, the  hotel's
working coapitat decreased
19800 and it wad already
£11,000 in the red at June, 1978,
Mr. Armistirong said.

Mr. Armstrong said that
while the hotel's balanee sheet
prepared by a  Hamiltan
accounting  firm  wasn't
incorcect, it wouldn't give a
prospective  buver a  total
piclure of the hotei's finan-

noon, he said he heard people |
coming antl going from twe
north epd of the second Moor
halba oy,

Ee looked out and saw
them  carrying  things  but
didn’t get a good enough look
at faces to identily the men.
Une was carrying o lype-
writer and the other had an
objeet with o cover on.it
which he couldn’t identify.

He said he fefl asleep
during the evening and
awake becanse someone was
beating on his door. The door
fiew open then and Len

hirn the hotel was on fire and

he should leave. The north
end of the second floer hall-
wary was full of smoke at the
time, Mr. Hyde sald.

Mr. Hyde said he couldn't
remiember hearing the fire
alarm ring but he wasn't
saving it dldn’t ring.
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clal situation because of the
way Lthe morlgbges wers
entercd onto the books, "

Mr. Armstrong sald Mr.
Mercuri wouldn't stand to gain
financially from such a aitua-
tion right away.

Mr. Armstrong admitted In
cross-examination that Mr.
Mereuri could have Inereased
revenues by removing a poaol
table and shuffleboard to
accommadate more cusiom-
crs; or that he might increase
the price of his beer and
liguor: or by drawing larger
crowids with entertainment,
although such a move would
incrrasce cosls. _

H{alton Regional Police Con-
stable Joseph Watson testified
Thursday about the location of
anobject i photographs taken
(ellowing the fire.

loth defence and Crown
counsels are seeking to locate
the remains of a valanee in the
arca of Mr. Cripps' second
Roor rowin that may shed light
o whether two [ires bumed [n
the vicinily or whether a
second fire was ignited by-the
[irst.

Earlier Const. Walson testl-
fied Lhat a piece of charred
wopd under the north wall
under Mr, Cripps’ room
appearcd to be the valance.
Const. Watson identified the
burned upright Thursday as
being located beneath the
soulh window of Mr. Cripps’

ro0Im. F
The valance, believed under

a wall located north of the
north window in Mr. Cripps’
room, has not been located In
the photographs.

—{'ourtesy Guelph Mercury

PROCLAMATION

The Town of Halton Hills has
proclaimed the Month of April as
Cancer Month in our

community.

APRIL is
CANCER MONTH
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