Never a dull moment for Acton Atoms

By HEIDI COLEMAN

What were forty, supposed-
ly sane adulis from Acton
doing on an overcrowded bus
with a bunch of excited
children for fifleen bours?

Angwer: a hockey game In
Nashville, where seventy-
five percent of the populstion
think that "“playing hockey"
iz the Northerner's pil;unny
way of sayving
ol ying ying

indeed, a2 hockey game in
Nashville, Tennessee where
there are only two, very new
arenas in the entire city.
Most boys rent Lheir oquip-
ment or drive all the way to
Kentucky to purchase gear
that ¢an't be found anywhére
In Tennessee.

This unusual Minor Alom
trip hegan on March the 4th.
It didn't take parents long to
realize that unless the seat-

ing arrangement was alter-

ed, Marvin, -the bus driver,
would most certainly drive
them into the Detroil River
while pulling hus hair out by
the rocds one by one.

The children were promp!-
ly moved {0 the back of Lhe
bus, somewhat out of Mar-
vin's earshot.

NOCHECK-IN

Fifteen howss later, the bus
tolled into the drniveway of
the Holiday Inn on Hriley
Parkway in Nashville, Ten-
nessee. A beleaguered, ex.
hausted group of grown-ups
slepped ofl the bus to find
that it was only eleven a.m.
Nashville time, and cheek-in
lime wasn't until two..,

Mom glared at the pile of
suitcases gitting beside her,
and wondered why she
hadn't thought to put Jun-
jor"s bathing sult, which was
neally packed al Lho bottom

of a suiicase, into her purse,

Since swimming was mom-
entarily out of the question,
there was a mad rush (o the
¢electronic games room.

Around noon [ asked,

“docs anyohe want logoona
three-hour bus tour of Nash-
ville? in my best =ncial
director's voice.
Al the sound of the word
s, | was met with looks
that could have killed several
times over.

Luckiiy, 1here wasn't any
loose gravel around (lhe
hotel Jobby was liled) ot I'm
sure 1 would have been the
first hockey Mom ever Lo be
stoned to death. One of Lhe
bus parenls, Jean McKee,

did join us on our sight seeing

tour of the city but many of
the others are 8tll] wondering

Friday evening. at seven

" pm. | was in for & new

experience. My only son was
being billetted out,

- na
-
-

[ had no idea who my
ninre-yearold was going to
spend the night with, but 1
certainly wanied fo tatk to
itsem. I chalied for several
minutes with a lady who
introduced me to her son,
Robert.

When Fred Buchanan, our
caach, began pairing the
boys off, 1 started (o rush
aver to him, Intending (o
make sure that my son would
end up with Roberi's mother,
Afterall, 1 almaost knew her.
Too late! Some sirange wo-
man, who 1 hadn't even said
helio to, nabbed my son and
ranul'.l'!tr boy, Sean Yamashi-

She was a shori woman
with an olive complexion and

her jet block halr done up in,

a bDun. [ looked around,
hoping to see her son. [
wanted to make sure he
looked happy, but be didn't
seermn to be around. | rushed

over to Lhe door, as she slood
fidgeting, while our two lads
got their things logether.

“HI", 1 said to her, "My
name 3 Heidi. That's my
son.’” | peintex] to the blonde
kid wearing a slightly dirty
Acton hockey jacket, and o
confederate cap he had
bought earlier that day,

*“Hi,” she replied, with the
Tenncasee drawl. “'I'm
Rita".

‘*De you live far from
here? T inquired.

“No,” she answered. “Just
ten minuies away.”

“Oh, that's good,” { zaid,
trying frantically to think of
some way lo get more Infor-
mation cut of her, She was
moving dangerously close to
Lhe open door. 1 don't see
your son here,” [ comment-
ed.

“No," Rita replied. *'He
stayed al home.”

“Whatl's your son's
name?" | asked quickly.

: NO TIME

“Llssen, honey.” she zaid
with that wonderful southern
twang. **Ah got seven kids at
home and I sure haven' got
time tostart tallin' y'all their
names now.”’

With that she was oul the
doar, hustling the two boys
along in front of her. [ had no
Idea what she thought of
Ronald Rengan, how she toak
her colfee or her viows on Lhe
melric system. [ didn’t even
know her last name.

‘The next moming at quar-
ter to seven, I rushed inlo the
dressing room at the Ice
Memorial Arena, where my
son wa3s getting ready [or his
first of three hockey games.

“Hey, ma™, he yelled,
exclledly when he saw me

appeoach. “The people we
stayed with were really rich.

. They had two houses."

“Yeh"”, Sean Yamashlta
piped In, “and they had a
videa player, too!"'

“Yeh,” my son added, ''we
Rot to watch “The Empire
Strikes Back™ unti) we fell

It chviosly didn’t matter
to the kids what Rlia’s views
pn the metric system were,
They enjoyed themse|ves,

GHEAT TREASURES

Rile did eventually list off
the names end ages of her
seven children, She warmly
and sincerely accepled the
meagre gilts that Sean's
mother and 1 had brought
her, as though they were
Ercal (reasures.

The Acton Minor Atomas .

swamped the Nashville team
8- in their {irst game Satur-
day morning. Our boys were
full of confidence, and brag-
ged openly about how they
were going to walk all over
the Southern teams in Lhelr
next lwo games on Sunday
morning. However, they

tie when they played Nash-
ville the secand Lime,

The Nashville boys were
ecslatic. To be able to play
that well against a supposed-

"ly superior Northern team,

where minor hockey has
existed a lot looger than one
or two years, was cerfainly a
cause for great celebration.
Al the end of the game, the
whole Nashville team fell
Ioyously in a heap on top of

* thelr goalie.

Acton’s third and fingl
hockey game turned out to be
the cllmax of the entire trip.
We were pitted against =
minor hockey team from
Hunstviile, Alabamn, a
neighboring state. This leam
whaS raled virtually unbeat-
able, the beat,

We were wamed by Lhe
Nashville coach. Mls wile
came and cheered for us. As
Huntsville took a two-goal
lead tn the second petiod, we
heard these- cries coming
[rom the Alabama parents:

“That's it, Huntaville

" Show them Northern boys

how {o play hockey."
DESPITE THE FACT
Despite the fzct that our
boys had very little sleep
over the past three nights;
despite the fact that our
nine-year-clds were playing
a feam of ten and cleven-
year-olds; desplte the foct
that these Acton  Minor
Atoms certainly oren't the
best In this area (they were
eliminated in the second
round of playoifs al home),
these youngsters settled
down and piayed their best
game of the year, beating
Huntsaville 7.5 in a hockey
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‘Hockey Mom’ tells all
in trip to Nashvme

meut than the Toronto Ma
Leafs stirred up in an en

SA300,

Thanks to our head cheer-
leader, Bev Warren, the
parents were all hoarse from
cheering the Acton team on

There was a cerfain a-
mount of salisfaction In this
overtvead comment from a
Huntaville parenl after the
game,

“1f y'll want your kid to
really learn how fo play
hockey, y'all better send ‘em
North."

Was it worth it? To the

rents who endured & (rigid
ride home Sunday night
when the heater broke down;
to the parents who shared the
hotel with 800 polsy, unchap-
eroned Baptist youths; to the
mu who averaged four
of sleep o night during

the whole weekend becawse
we gol up at five In Lhe
mormning (o walch ours sone
play hockey. Was {t all
wotthwhlle? You bet! It was

an experience that will be”
;]hd about and remember

. it was & lime of sharing
and gelting to know one
another as well as the Nash-
ville parents. These people
who live in another country,
hundreds of mlles from Act-
on, were some of the warm-
eal, Iriendliest folks we've
ever encounlered, and we
certalnly bope they take us .
up on ihe invitaljon that
we've extended Lo , lo
come Nocth for a remateh,

Thank you Marvin, our
patient bus driver, for being
such a good spart and chauf-
fering us all over Nashrille,
todinner, on ing sprees
and 1o the Grand Ole Opry,
while managing with very
little sleep,

Thank you Jim Lowry,
Larry McAfee, Bob Yamas-
hita and Gary DeBrune for
your exira efforts. And most
of all, thank you Fred Buch-
anan, our Infamous cosch,
for making the whole thing

poesible,

Is Spreeding

ime Service

Campbelil's Lime

Equlipped ta previde fast, eificient spresder sarvice
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barely scraped by with a 3.3 @ame (hat had more excite-

Progrezsing tothe sem$-nats of the Halton basketball -
champlooships after winning the North Halton title, the
Stewariiown boys can be proud of Lheir neason, Heen bere
are: {fronl row, lelt to right) Terry Dixon, Adrian Brake?,
Trevor DeBiruyn, Kun Jaossen, Jay Corson, Ken McDermot,
Rod Valenzano, Chris McMwray; (second row, lell Lo right}
Coach Greg Sara, Mark Price, Amhoay Larsen, Don Crowe,
Jaon Brown, Pal Braond, Slmon Evans (mannger}; {back
row, left lo right} Rich Chiovlil, Dale Bell, Jim Manning,
£d Stanley, Al Scoll, Darren Shaw, Heath Lockhurst,

: . ;
Conllnued from Fage 4
od 1o hang onto the lead for
the rest of the game.

it was an entirely dlfferent
slory for the Georgetown
Minor Aloms in the erucial
fourth game. The locals took
control from Mark Lorlio's

twa goals, and then they
never looked back.

REFS

The team with the travel bug nre Steve angd Bhirley
Mcllermol seen here with George and Joan Shapcotl. They
went to Windsor recently and won the Rose City Married
Couples Bonsplel.

GEORGETOWN . 4 e
'WATERBEDS . il R

O

10 Mountalnview Rd. (Just South of Hwy. 7) Jrend] AR 2 s _ N\

Afler a scoreless [lrat per-
lod, "Lotilo neited two goals
from help by Mike McElruoy,
Mike Barmes, Wade Serjean-
tson and Wes McCauley.
Mike Bames then made the
score 3-0 with his goal from
Roddy Pasmas and Mike Mec-
Elroy.

Burtington spoiled George
town's shutout with 53 sec-
onds lefl in Lhe period.

The Big Game for the
Minor Atoms pow tokes
place this Friday (tonight) at

#:45 at the Burllngton Sky- i AN
way arena. Come out and Al e
support the Minor Atoms if i o A3

Phone us for
your conven.ant
shop-at-home
Service

.
o Youth Soccer -

club Jremevaws”
1982 FINAL REGISTRATION  |ToRunFort Y
Saturday, March 20th
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Men’s, boys’, ladies’ N
) -
at Zellers Store Sports Section

“SPARX” JOGGERS AT /2 PRICE SAVING
from 9:30 a*ml. - 12:30 p.m.

Choose from: “*Sparx Vintage™' Joggers. Sport high-cul style with tough canves ‘uppem
cushion Insole and arch suppor, non-sii suf)u(.’ Jan 1 '3 "
denim. Ladies’ 5-8 In huruunﬁ. white, dgnim. PO aﬁ-?m whitﬂ,_llﬂlpk * r"'_ y

Ladies’ Colourful **Sparx'" Joggers. High- or low-cut style with uality canvas o
;-j:lushi;r:j m:ir;'; and insole, arch support, genuine suedes toe r::::-. m&ua& Bizes ﬂ in
ilac, red, other shades. T S

MNOTES:

B) Leruted numbar of chidren born in 1976
vl bo regrsiered prowvgded one parent
orrolla a3 Cooch of Manager

b} Proot of Age and o Parent's or QGuardean's
sgnahse requaed

¢} Regrabution [eo covers untorm winch will
be roLtunod by playor

d}) An adcbonal $5.00 les por ployes will be
charped for Inte regestrabon

Minl Soccer for Chilgdren Born

1974 & 1975 —31 7% per playsr
Gt bam n 1975 fave choow of Mo o House League)

Other Age Groups
$30% per playse
Family Membership

OTHER STYLES AND COLOURS ALSO AVAILABLE AT THE SAME LOWPRICESI © &

 GEORGETOWN MARKET PLACE

'OPEN SATURDAY UNTIL 9:00 P.M.

Taks Charge With
Your Zallers
Credit Account!




