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School budget:

litany of waste

Halton taxpayers are again
facing what has ome an annual
" tradition - one of contradiction, one of
. confrontation and one of extreme
frustration.
Stated simply, the provincial
overnment at Queen’s Park echoes
the long-standing advice offered to
consumers by the federal government
in Ottawa: if you're feeling the fiscal
pinch, tighten your belt 2 little more;
don't spend so much.
he contradiction arises, of
course, when yet another level of
government, this time represented by
the Halton board of education, fails to
take that advice and slaps consumers
who are already sucking wind because

of their tightened belts with yet’

another unjustified tax increase.
There are fewer students in our

schools: there is less cause for the

elaborate educational services some
enjoyed in the 1960s and '70s; there is
feverish public demand for spendin
restraint in the public sector; -an
STILL. the board increases its draft
annua} budget by 13.7 per cent.

It is barely justifiable to the
parents of schocl-age children, let
alone the taxpayers who no longer
directly use the schoals, for the board

to pruﬁose spending more money this -
a

year than last. Its finance committee
chairman, Bill Priestner himself, poin-
ts out several onerous areas of the
hudget where substantial reductions
could be made. Still, the litany of wasle
goes before the trustees for approval:
$132 million for 1982.

There is no way around it - most
of the blame for rising educational
costs lies with the teachers’

federations. So strong are their unions, .-

it appears, that the board must con-
travene its own policies, hire teachers
where none is needed and routinely
grant them raises each and every
year.

Regular teachers’ salaries ac-
count for about $75 million of the draft
budget: there's another $3.4 million for
the special education teachers
ironically deemed necessary by the
Ontario government’s Bill 82; another
$4 million goes to employee benefits
(teachers and other stalf alike).

days and advanced

The bureaucracy at board
headquarters (which spent enormous
energy and money “‘streamlining” the
budget) absorbs $2 million.

Twelve years ago, the average
Halton teacher was paid $9,492 an-
nually. By 1976, that had increased to
$17.993. With the latest contract, it is
$32 140, each teacher's salary rising
yearly simply because they made it
through another season. (In fairness,
taxpayers must realize that they are
supporting a generally ‘‘more ex-

erienced’’ teaching staff, with
eachers boasting an average ten
years' experienice now compared to
four years' experiencein 1970). |

That same contract that made
teachers among the most highly paid
professionals forced the school board
to agree to hire more of them. Eight
more teachers will be hired in Halton
this year even though a 3.3 per cent
drop in enrollment should justify a
decline of 106 teachers! .

~ Again, the province - those
champions of belt-tightening - help
justify the need for more teachers
enormously by imposing ‘‘special
education’’ programmes. In economic
hard times, we feel, such programmes
must join professional development
sychological
health services under the taxpayers’
microscope for special scrutiny. |

Also, the federal government's
sanction of a major increase in postal
rates, as just one example, confronts
the board with a whopping 76 per cent

increase in those costs. -Halton now- -

foots the bill for $94,000 worth of school
boardstamps. -

If consumers are truly to take
Ottawa’'s ~and Queen’'s Park's
messages seriously, we must trim the
schoo! board budget substantially, We
all want “the best’ for our students,
but spending roughly $2,500 on every
elementary schoo
every secondary scnool student is just
too much, There are fewer of them
every year, but somehow in spite of all
the belt tightening, we are asked to
spend about 18 per cent more on each
one.

Tell the trustees; tell the gover-
nment MPs and MPPs: no thankyou -
that's too much. :

£

Cube attending the Resource Day held Salur2:zy mornlzg at the Ballinafad communlty hall
stiempted 1o peer lnlo Ibeir reapecilye [otures as they participated in (he ant of
“chiromaacy,.the resdlag of palms. The demoastrsilea was provided by Foarth Georgriown
Cabmaster Brends Baslnger. Cubs niteaded from Georgelonn, Atton, Limehogse, Ballinalad and
Norva). Cubs’ palms were laked and Lhen pressed Lo abeets of newipeint to glve the boys a lasting

Impression’ of Ihe day's evenis,

upil and $3,500 on

Quebec Grits should be wary

of UN party’s enthusiasm

By Stewart
MacLeod

Ottaws Bureny
, ... of Thelerald

with the next Quebec provinclal

eleetion’ probably three years Bway
and with Premier Rene Levesque busy
wreatling with enormous economic
problems and Internal discontent, the
rovince's Liberals perhaps think they
Enve plenty of time te get their act
together. .
But as party memberships dissip-
ale,and as fund-raising efforts become

«.more anemle, the Quebec Liberals

ghouldn't be too casual as they quletly
bide their time walting to see whether
Claude Ryan will step aside this
summer (o allow for a fall leadership
convention. It's not just the Porti
Quebecols they have to walch,

As the Quebec Grits lapse Into
lethargy under Ryan's sustere and
lofty leadershlp and awail a new

many Quebec voters in search of a
cotnfortable palitical home.

The UN's leader, Jean-Marc
Belllveau, came away from the
Montreal meeting almoat gushing with

enthusiasm. *'By the end of this year,

our objective ls 100,000 members and if
Jast weekend Is any indication,” he
sald, ‘‘we're going to make it."”

1's an amtitious target for a parly
that is stitl suffering from a touch of
rigor mortis and haa prectous }ttle to
offer in the way of plaiform or policies.
But then, what are the Liberals
offering the volers right now?

The conventiona wisdom scems (o

_ be that Claude Ryan has (o go, having

failed to win last April's clection, and
having falled {0 inspire the parly since
then. There Is autspoken dissatislacll-
on within Liberal ranks, and it wasn't
leng ngo that a parly clficial wrotein a
Montreal newspaper that Ryan “is a
more dishonest politician than any
member of the Parti Quebecols.” With
support ‘ike that, is it any wonder that
fund-raisers are having trouble?

Clearly a growing ‘void is being
created, and if the Liberals don't soon
start pulling together, that vold will be
{illed by others. And |t doesn’t have o
be fllied entlrely.

A third party can easily siphon off
enough voles to act as n spoiler, and if
the UN is able to struggle bock to its
{eet, it's the Liberals who will bear tho
weight, not the PQ.

Messiah, there has been a faint
murmur comlng from the grave of the
once-mighty Union Noationale. There Ls
stil some life there. Perhops not
enough to sirike fear into the heart of
(laude Ryan's Liberals, bul enough to

- worrant a moment cf silence.

PAY WAY

No one seems to have glven much
thought to the Unlon Nationsale since
last April 13 when, under the leader-
ship of Roch LaSalle - who has since
peturned to Qitawn as & Tory MP - the
party was buricd in the election that
also shattered Rynn and swepl the
Parit Quebecols back to power. The

~ UN was whitewashed, Not one candl
. dale was elected, and debls were

reported close to $250,000,
And 5o, Quebec became B twor
party province, with all the allentlon

focused on Levesque and the dls.

heartened Claude Ryan. Apart from
the occasional death of a former UN
member, the parly’'s. npame never
renched the newspapers.

But last weekend, more than 1,000
Unlon Nationnle supporters pald their
own way 1o Montreal to talk nbout
reviving the historic party that was
once the private preserve of Maurice
Duplessia. And while 1,000 people don't
mnke provincial powerhouse,
gathering can't be dismlssed out of
hand - particularly when there is s0
much disenchaniment with the two
major parties. Obviously, there are

A starboard list to Bill’s
recent cabinet shutfle?

Queen’s
Park

By Derek
Nelson

Queen's Park Bureau
of The Herald

Somehow the word Ls abroad In the
tand that the recent cablnet zhuifle
here i3 an Indication of sarne kind of
vswing to the right' by Premter Bill
Davis' Progresaive Conaervatives,

Responsibility for ccenomle
malters has passed (o *adamant
right-wing politictans™ (pa David
Crane in the Toronto Star put It} who
are “ideclogically opposed’” to Inter-
ventlonlst government economic
palicles.

And even though [t is nonsenae,
this view is continuing 1o gain ground.

ldeclogy may play some rele in
cabinet shifts, but Lhe key lactor (other
than loyalty and being on Lhe waiting
list} In Lhe premier’s mind whenever
he shuflles cabinet appears to be “'can
he do the job?"'~a subsection of which
means “'can he keep the governmenl
out of trouble?’” -

The Ltheory ahout gotng right in the
recent shuflle seents to centre on three
cabinet ministers in particular.

THREE RIGHT

Thoae are Treasurer Frank Miller,

who didn’t even move in Lhe shuffle,
Minister Gord Walker, who
came froin Consuiner and Commercilal

Helations, and George Taylor, who has

newly entered cabinet as Bolicilor-
General,
Now it is true thal all three

. ministers are generally considered

“right-wing”. &nd to the degree the
term means anyihing it ususlly signals

someone who prefers privatesecior
action to government action.

Hut what ane believes ond what
one does In government are entirely
dilferent maticrs. :

Under right-wing Frank Mlller
Treasury spending this fiscal year is
goaring 16 per cent, four per cent more
than inflatlon. Critics call this culling
bock. Imaglne what a left-wing
treasurcr would do? _

Actually, Davis always puls a
right-winger in Treasury, Lhen makes
them spend. 11 could be a subtle form of
torture. Did Ontario really haye lo buy
part of on oif company?

GHORSMAN TOO

Then there 1s Walket's move.

ile replaced Larry (rossman, a
teft-wing or intervenilonlsi lype when
it comes to the economy. This might

indicate o shift Lo the right, except for.

one problem,

Groasman lold a reporier a while
back his job at Industry was [Inished
and he wanted to move on. He had

a'.eady done the interventionist things ~

such as selting up high-tech research
establishments,

(Whether he wanted to move W
Health is another matter, Some
suggest that burden is Davis' punish-
Ing Grossman [or being too over-cager
in secking to ftll the premier’'s shoes,)

But Industry plans are in place,
and Davis wanted Walker out of
Consumer and Commerclal anyway.

What betler place to move him than

Industry? A “'social jusilee" portfolio
is not his style.
: TAYLOR TOO
As [or Taylor, he was just next In
line for a cabinel post.
The whole exerclse about the

“ighift ta the right” ls rother ludicrous -

in the light of the most receni
Caonservative conventlon. There Davis
read restive right-wingers the Rlot
Act. .

in essence he said that if the party

has been moving anywhere it is lelt,

and it is going 1o keep going that way,
except the pace Is going Lo pick up (rom

. eight inches a year Lo gallop speed.

Shift to tharight, hah. It'll be lucky
to avold falling off the political road
EE:- the left-hand ditch alongside the

P.

POET’S CORNER

Didn’t Care Enough

L you see me just above

your pillow some night,

any hello.

1 won't be there long because
motning comes so aood.
Bamellmes you pray that night will
Lapl forever,

Nol when you're sloae, Lhough.
You were the warmesl experience
Lhat ever took hold of me.

You conldnd st forever because
not even life Is that long.

You tried lo understand
but didn’l,
There were imes when lears
threatened Lo lake you awsy from me,
but you helped,
by laving.
Sorry U you ever fell
lefl oul,
You never really were, Yoo aee,
because you were my Lfe.
—~Dy Marlowe C. Dickeon,
AR Bedion

" taking Into account the

THIRTY YEARS AGO-The decision to baild pew
high schools at Gecargetown and Acton was made at
a meeling of North Halton high school district board

order that all members might have a

declsion. Estimates of butlding two

aboul $840,000 on whicha grant of $600,000 is pa

the government. Cost of aling the two schoals
mﬁ of debentires

$24,000. The board feit that in spite of a sa

about $25,000 4 year in opera co

more factors in [avor of buliding

two towns than one school In country.

important to consider that one or both Lowna

grow to such proportion that & school ip the

would be a neceaslity and in future & schoal in

country could be a “'while elephant™. ;

Golng lo the movies may be good for your
vislon according lo lhe American Optometric
Association. “'Looking at molion pletures under
proper conditions gives valuable training to the eycs
and muscles and nerves used [n seeing,” says Dr.
Elmer Soles. “In fact, visita to the movies are
recommended as an atd Lo correction of some visual
problemas.”

Anyonie who was at home Friday night was
just a stick In the mud sccording to Herald editor
Waller Biehn. He couldn't remember when there
was more doing tn the lown and district, There was
a play at Stewarttown, a mock trisl at St. George's
Church, euchre al the Oddfeliows Hall, Juvenlle
hockey at the arena with the IODE dance upstalrs,
meeting of Credit Lodge and the Friday night dance
ond social at the Leglon Hall-a pretly full evening
for a small town,

Indlcations of a growing awareness of mutual

aid among neighbors 13 shown in discussions about
fire protection for Esquesing taking place between
tawn and townshlp councila. The questlon of fire
protsction in outlying districts has always been &
difficult one. The Georgelown volunteer brigade is
supported by Georgetown laxes and has no reason o
go out of town limita, but there has rarely been a
case where aid was refused. A scheme in which
rural arcas provide a {lre truck and Georgetown
agrees (o house and man It when necessary is in the
wind, provlding fire proiection to rural residents In
Glen Willlams, Norva), Slewartlown apd Lime-
house,
TWENTY YEARS AGO-Georgelown's newest
industry is a structural steel fabrication plant,
Ferro Structural Stee] cemmenced operations in
part of the former Alrex Contracting bullding on
Armsirong Avenue Thursday. However, quariers
are tempotary and Jim Rundle, the firm’s vice
president and general manager Lold the Hernld his
company will be building here sometime this year.
They've purchased land on Armstrong Avenus.

Five acres of lend on the Check Line and
Highway 7 have been purchased by Esquesing
township as the site of a new municlpal building,
The land was obtained from Charles Grelg for
$7,000.

Georgetown's share in costs of the Credit
Valley Conservation Aulhority this year will be
$5,129. This assesament 1s based on 63 cenls per
person with the town's populatlon Laken as 10,323, "1
suggest we pay the bitl with pleasure,” said Reove
John Ellioit as the motlon was carrled. o

Anglican parishloners welcomed a new

rector, Hov. John McMulkin, Sunday marning to 5t.
George's. The McMulkins moved Into the reclory
beslde the church Thursday, a few weeks after Rev.,
and Mrs. Keaneth Richardson moved to their new
home In Hamilton.
TEN YEARS AGO-Georgetown police force chiel
Harley (Bud) Lowe has resigned lo loke another
position. The commission has named Sgt. George
Louth as senior officer in charge pending (he
appointment of n new chlef. Appolnted chief In
December 1967, Chief Lowe jolned the force In 1958
when 1t consisted of four men. The 18-man force he
inherited has now increased 1o 22,

A small U-shaped ing mall, with
jandscaped courtyard and will be built on
Mountainview Road, north of the bowling alley,
Karl Magid, of 1Cl Realty lold council Monday
night. He sald he had the bullding permit and
planned a service type mall with a maximum of nine
stores. Parking for 58 cars will be provided around
the back of the stores. His company has
the Georgetown Market from Brumac Develop-
ments and Mr. Magid told council he had seen a
sketich suggesting a town centre or an srena in that
Areg.

Halton's proposed 1972 educallon budget ai
$43 million shows an increase of 6.1 per cent over
last year's costs. Most of the §3.5 million increasa is
attributed to increases ln alaff wages. Halion
tenchers are mare expericnced and better quallfied
than in previous years, resulting In an increase of
about $2.5 million In wages for ingtructional staff.
“This trend s going Lo continue,' says Burilngion
trustee Fred Armiiage. '

More Bantam hockey leams than ever before
have opplled to take part In the 13th annual
international Bantam Hockey Toumamenl to be
held here March 18-25. The sponsoring Kinsmen
have had 78 requests; however, they can accommeo-
date just 44 teams. The 44 teams taking part zre
divided into four categories according to poprlation
and cach witl play an opponent twica withtotal goals
the deciding factlor.

ONE YEAR AGO-A Supreme Court of Onlarlo
judgement Wedneaday rejected an application Lo
averturn the nominalion of Fran Baloes, Progress-
jve Conservative candidate for lhlmmtm.
The ruling, handed down by Jusiice R.E. H .
quashed an injunction before Lhe courts by former

riy member Oriena Currie who sald Mrs. Baines
Ed been improperly nominated. 1t was the firsi
time in the history of Ontarlo anyone sought an
[njunctlon to overturn a nomination for election,
Mrs. Curtie, 468, of Campbellville, sald ahe was cne
of about 400 people disqualified from vollng in the
Feb. @ nomination meeling In which Mre, Balnes
was chosen.

The Georgetown Agriculturs Society won't
have to pay $1,300 for turf ruined during last yeat's
Fall Falr at Falrgrounds Park, town councillors
decided Monday night. Warning that- the 135-yoar
old Falr would probably fold L held responsibie for
minor darnages somelimes caused E"ﬂmh,
Soclely spokeaman Ian MacCallum argued thal the
fair brings ln revenue for local merchants and has
conitibuled money to the parks upkeep in provious
years. The falr has never before been billed for
damages, he said referring to the $1,50 Bl
originally charged Lhe Soclety.

The GDHS swimming tumppruv
{he best team in the province lnst
the FSAA (provincial) swimming champl
held at Etuhlt?uh Olympian. O Uwe :‘.irnt e
ltttﬂilni the finals, Georgeiown | 1 they
ope girls divisien, dominating .ﬁ
Kenpedy from Windsor 137 :
Toronto placed third with
placed fourth
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5
points ahead of
team polnts and T.L. Kennedy with 130 points,




