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Acton Dominion Hotel murder trial underway

By MAGGIE HTANNALM
1leratd Special

The opening salvos were
fired Monday in Milton 5u-
preme Court before Mr, Jus.
tice Coulter Omsborne in &
murder Lrial which the ¢rown
attorpney speculates may lost
six wecks,

Cosimo Mercuri, 44, of Mal-
ton, Michael MeCrystal, 49,
and Leonard Cripps, 57, both of

Acton, pleaded niot guilty to the’

charge of second degree mur-
der in the death of Howard

Glbbons in a fire which des--

troyed Actan’s Domlnion Holel
Aug. 19, 1979,

Crown pttorney Paul Stunt
tald the jury of [our women
and eight men he will use
circumstahtial evidence fa
prove the trio deliberately set
the fire to claim insurance
money to solve owner Mer-
curi's financinl difliculties,

The crown won't be saying
Mr. Gibbon's death was inlen-
1ional, Mr. Stunt gaid, just thal
the arson was deliberate and
since Mr, Gibben's death re-
sulted from it, that makes it
murder.

In his opening remarks, Mr.

Stunt aald Mr. Mercuri bought.

the hotef in Mareh, 1977, for
$275.000. He took out a frst
murigage for $i635,000 and a
second for $63,000. Both mort-
gages were due April 1, 1979
Mr. Mercuri paid only interest
on both loans with money
coming oul «of the hotel’s
sharcholder's loan account, an
account conaidered to be part
of the holel equity. Thal ac-
count was -in default by the

- time of Lhe fire.

Mr. Mercurl’s busincas
didn't provide sufficlent in-
come to cover hls debts and he
knew he must either sell out-or
expand the business in order o

get out of his financial diffi-

cultles, Mr. Stunt sald. Al-
theugh Mr. Mercuri received o
building permit in 1978 and
called tenders for exlensive
rencvalions to his holel on
Aclon's Main Street MNorth, he
wasn't able toget the money 10
cover such arn expense,

Mr, Mercwri was able Lo
arcange o loan from the fed-
erai  Business Development
Bank {or $200,000in Apri, 1979,
but that didn't quite cover his
morigages. A sccond morl-
page for £5000 had to be
arranged. B

This enormous. three-dimensionsl leather “painting’ wliil
hang shortly in the Malica Hills Library-Caliural Ceatre. A glfL

from Brampton-based leather worker-arilst Rick Berghammer,
(he plece was presented Lo the lawn durlag a speclal ceremony at
the Georfelown Markel Place hranch of the Canadlan [mperlsl
 Bank of Commerce, which has been showing some of Mr.
Berghamumer's work. Accepiing the donatlon on behal! of Mayor
Pete Pomeroy., who was unable lo allend, was acling-mayor
Dave Whitlag, jolned by 11efi to right) Commerce loans alllcer
Doans Varey, Mr. Berghammer and his wife, Kathy. The exhibit
al the bank Is unique and offers a rare opportunity to view this

Impressive arilstic lechnique.
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Mr. Mercuri arranged n

. privale loan which fel} due the

end of August, 1978, A slale-
ment of facls agreed to by the
crown and p}l three defence
attorneys said Mr. Mercuri
had poyments of $3,000 a
month (o make as o result of
his lvans.

The statement also sald the
Ontario Llguor Licencing
Noard planned to suspend Mr.
Mercuri's lounge licence for 14
days in August.

In the opening statement,

Mr. Slunt eatd Mr, Mercuri |

tried to use the legal ailern-
atives of sale or expansion to
increase his business and when
they falled, the crown wiil
show, he tried to hire @
professional arsonist 1o either
burn or bomb the bullding.
That, too, went sour when he
couldn’t rajse the man’s
$10,000 fee, Mr. Stunt charged.
After that, he approached
Mr. Cripps and Mr. McCrysial,
hoth of whom were residents
and employees of the holel,
and undertook the arson him-
sell with their assistance,
hr. Stunt snid the arson was
supposed 1o clear up Mr,
Mepcuri’s financial woes and

THANKS, RICK!

leave him with a nice clean lot
on which to bulld & plaz or a
new hotel. Although Mr. Stunt
predicted he will call more
than $¢ witnesses during Lhe
trial, only three took the stand
Monday.

Halton regional police Sar-
geant Bruce Richards told the
court that records had been
seized] from the Mercuri home
al Lot 25, Con. 2, Oct. 12, 1979,
and from a number of hanking
institutions, legal firms and
acconting firms between Oct-
ober, 1979, and Frbruary, 1982.

Mr. Mercuri’s lawyer,
Michael Muldaver, altempled
unsuccessfufly e make Sgt.
Richards admit il is unusual to
find records of a business after
nn arson,

Sgt. Richards snld he
thought the boxes of businesy
records which he selized had
come from the hotel after the
fire, but he would oller no
domment on when they were
remaoved from the {ire scene or
why no Investigalors had taken
them before Oct. 12, 1973,

Sgt. Richards alsa showed
the court plans for a plaza
made out to Melrese Plaza
Apariments ond dated March
11, 1979, which he agized from
Mr. Mercuri's car in October,
1979, He also seized o set of

"
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plans ptenared by a Guelph
architect in January, 1980, A
third set of plans entilled
Dominion Hotel Aclon were
nlso selzed. '

The crown's second witness,
Dr. Gorden Longfield, Halton
pathologist, testified that Mr.
Gibbons, then 58, died of
asphixlation, The presence of
carbon in his nose, windpipe
and lungs indicated Mr. Glb-
bons wus alive and breathing
at the {ime of the lire and
carben monoxide from the fire
replaced the oxygen in his
aysiem, therefore asphixiating
him. '

Dr. Longlicld also testified
that tests showed Mr, Gibbons
had 17¢ miliilitres per thou-
sand of ethel alcchol in his
blood when he died. An upper
level of 80 millilitres per thou-
gand is the legal limit for
drunk driving and at 153 to 175
millilitres, bloed alcohol, the
average persen would be In a
stupor, Dr. Longficld said.

The crown's third wilness
was Hallon regional police
Constable Bill McGrath, who
look photographs for the In-
veslignlors. At

‘Brampton Jawyer John
Smith i3 represvnting Me.

_McCrystal while Milton [pwyer |
'Peter MceWilllams {s repre-

senting Mr, Cripps.

Jelinek
receives
support

Fromthe (Mtawa Hureay

0F The Herald
Halton MP Otte Julinek

~ says his Qakville constituen-

¢y office hos received num-
erous calls supporiing the
Conservative party’s block-
ing of Parlamentary busi-
ness,

The House of Commons
has not conducted any busl-

ness since 4:30 last Tuesday

afternocon as the Torles prot-
cst the way the government
s presenting the Energy
Security Act.

Tory House Leader Erlk
Nielsen has been tecelving
calls from all over the count-
ry supporting the move, Mr.
Juelinek sald,
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Women'’s Dress Shoes
Men’s Winter Boots

Atl Ladies

HALF
PRICE

SALES and
e SERVICE

For 29 years we've been serving the Haiten Hills area with the finest in home entertainment. Our reputation

for quality products at the lowest prices possible and dependablo after-sales service has brought us this far.

We appreciate your pas! patronage and we are continuing ta thank you in a material way by saving you more

than out-of-town stores. So belore you buy come in to MILLIERE TV in GEORGETOWN and we will give you
the fower MILLIERE TV PRICE! _

T i
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00 OFF our everyday
in stock during our

Bring in this coupon and receive
low price on any Color
Set or Stereo Package
: - el
29th Anniversary Celebratton :

=
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Fil:A Cable-Ready Tuning — Every new ColorTrak modal features RCA's mullFbrand cable-ready
luning systam. That meana direct tuning sccess o as many as 122 channels. All channeis are tuned
wiih qusriz-crysial precision ol Channelock electronic luning. And bulltin cable connsctor maked

hook-up quick and almple. So don't ssttfe for & set thal could become cbsoiste. You're ready for
averylhing with ACA ColoeTrakl

BUY NOW AND SAVE $29.00 OFF THESE PRICES!

26" RCA ColorTrak ™o
20" RCA ColorTrak “mreuse i

infzared
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MANY OTHER MODELS TO
CHOOSE FROM.....

20" DELUXE
COLORTHAK 2000

Remaote Eu:mﬂﬂ. 122 E.‘R:nntl
calie. the kne charils.
eeicy oy o 5478.00

F.S.L.P. $979.95 | Regular Aegular §728.00
Eur Regular 5?3333 Less 230 L:E: 29.00
£33 .

You .Fay 3770195 You Pay 3449'00 You Fﬂ;l Ssgg'uﬂ
WHY DO WE SELL FOR LESS?

NO SALESMEN =~ -
We have no salesman or commissions 1o pay oul — you save!
LOW RENT —

We do not have the high expense of Plaza, Mall or Shopping Centre
because we own the building. and we do nol pay a percentage ¢n sales.
Anoiher Saving! S

LOW OVERHEAD —
No expensive disptays. Most items are in factory-sealed carions.

BUYING POWER —~¢ | - i
Mamber of Buyers' Group giving us the best discounts and rebates.

SPECIAL PRICES
ON THESE 2
REMOTE
MODELS

FILF 15013

26" RCA XL 160
Deluxa Console

20" RCA XL 10D
| INFLATION

gon’t setile for
loss! Get RCA
quelity and per
formance and
SAVE $$13.

3 YEAR WARRANTY

All RCA Color Television
. Sals have complate 3 yesr
In-homa warranty service!

SPECIALS |

ON VIDEO
CASSETTE
RECORDERS

GUARANTEED SERVICE WITH ALL SALES

® 877-3405 ; Bafore
Service What We Seli

P

B\ o

you buy
check our
low, low prices!

WHY PAY MORE?

—HOURS~-
Mon, Tues & Sat:
9am-8pm

Wed, Thurs & Fri.
Sam-8pm

Furmuture . Plantors
Fans Froaes
Shelvos Baskots

136C Guelph Sireat
{Datide wwa Frut Market)
Georgeliown 87

14 Wegsleyan Street

Justofl Main 5t.
W will nol knowingly be
-undersold.

NOW IN OUR 30th YEAR

SALESand
SERVICE
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