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0Old town hall:

tear it down

~ Since December, when town
councll finally decided to abandon its
own plans to restore Acton’s historic
old town hall, there has beeh an un-
derlying luspfuinn among some obser-
vors that an alternative plan was at

hand.,
Council :Tulck!g moved to put the
hall up for sale publicly, thus trying
again to save it from demeolition, a fate

- that would understandably shake some

Actonians’ faith in this cdd
amalgamation we call Hatton Hiils.
. So it seemed safe to surmise that
a private er was wailing in the
wings. The pleces started falling into
lace in the last two months. A price
si't been set for the sale, but the
timing and terms are under con-
sideration. -
Then Mnndaﬁ night, clerk-
administrator Ken Richardson con-
firmed that not one prospective buyer
has come forward. Suddenly, all of
council’'s deliberations make no sense
whatsoever. We were pleasantly
amazed that someone seemed
prepared to buy the dilapidated and
much-maligned old buil : now it
turns out there Is no such persor.
Once & thriving communit
thering place with as many unol-
chlal functfuna as there were formal,
civic needs met, the cld town hall has
rested uncomfortably at Willow and
Bower these past two years, condem-
ned and boarded up. The admirable

citizens’ movement to raise funds for
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its restoration ran out of steam when
the financial mountain turned out o be
too high to climb,

The failure of the restoration
cornmittee, as fiscally understandable
as it was, has had redictable efiects
on town council. It is interpreted as
lack of public ﬁugpnrt among Ac-
tonians, some of whom prolonged the
town’s interest in the project by
correctly citing Acton’s need for a cen-
tral, visible community focus.
Reglnnaiizntiun. they pointed out,
removed all the trappings of self-
government at the local level. Acton's
new “‘town hall” turned out to be the
munlciﬂgj headquarters eight miles
away that formerly served uesing

. alone,

"It’s hard to read actual public
support for the town hall’s restoration,
There is a viable pocket of resistance
to demolition motivated by emotional
but very rational concerns about losin
the old town’s identity. On their behalf,
we express hope that the community’s
Leathertown commiltee can come up
with something to replace that sense of
belonging.. |

Alas, the restoration itself is a
lost cause, and thus too Is any
suggestion that the building can be s0ld
and preserved. It is now too far gone
and should be demolished to make
room for Acton’s future. Any per-
sistent efforts by Acton’s council
representatives to salvage a doomed
situation are sheer f‘aliy.

Letter from the editi)_r

Paul Dorsey

~ Laissez-faire

Georgstowit: there's & voice in the West
erylng out {or your salvatica. Jim Barretl, Lhe
hard-working communily catalyst who took his

family into the “wilds’’ of Alberta last summer .

bacaoes the balance of political power had {inally
left Ontario short, doexn't ke what he bhears from
et During tn:hﬂd Iﬁe::im{}mtwn
] res e .
mu{hhl}:plrﬂﬂl endléss push west from the
times - Jim gol Halton Hills Elks Lodge ofl
its feat, boostad the Optimiat Club of Georgetown
and inadvertenily stirred up a conlivyeruy and a
half when he launched the Liftle Miss Halton Hills
carn petition for Lhree to fiveyear old girls st the
Georgetown fall fair of 1900

Since maving out west, Jim's been keeping In
tooch with Gecrgelown by phoalng cld (rends and
mlndbymdlqmutﬂruﬂmld

1o him. You exn imagine how the past
season's news strisck him: Little Miss Halton Hilis
kizgted off in ber second year due to & lack of
volunteer orgeniters al the 81 fall {alr; the lair
1tsef In jecpardy alter 135 yoars because of minirnai
public support and (nterest; and the other

In Kim's comimunity service bell, a co-ordinal-
Halson ecunell for the town's sacvice clube, yel
to be heard from.

Jim phoned me last week to try and find out

{ whal's béen happening lo all the pro he'd

inwiwmﬂ@h.m teanan

old cynde like mywelf sa waa an estreordinary

citizen in a amal-iownish place like Georgetown, He

sparked others to sction and didn't mind at all if

some fellow lownifolk never appreciated his
intentions and efforts.

Georgeiown has its (air share of commumity

MWWMNW ihrh-mh mascet guarters bn (he chilkiren’s

workers and volunteers willlng to contribute their
Ume and effort for worthy causcs. At The Herald,
we're more than happy lo give these people the
coverage they want, but for the most part, they are
not involved in “news” storjes. The annual Red
Cross campalgn, for example, deservea much
coverage but is aflter all a perennial, pramotional
evenl of little news vahie,

Along comes someone llke Jim Barrell with a
bold new idea for the fall [alr. The initial proposal,
we fell, was newsworthy enough (our eventually-
stated editorial opposlilon poiwithatandlng) but the
controversy il touched off immediately was
something else ngain.

The service club lialson, intended to km?r
clubs and lodges up to dale on each T'8
activitles, thus avolding duplicalion of services or
:ﬁ':ﬂicling events, was a good idea that hasn't laken

Jim had aiready accepted the demise of his
Little Miss competition, an |dea he'd transpianted
{rom his native New Brunzwick, but that
the fall fair iisell is on shaky ground was quils &
shock for him. :

I have only aympathy, Jlm, but no suggesi-
lons. As edilor of a newspaper serving 35,000 or 30
readers but recelving precious little feedback from
them, I am
latssez-falre attitude, which many aclive (and
[rustrated) citizens blame on our “bedroom

community” status. Thal most Georgetownens'

would shrug their shoulders aboct the imminent
demmise of their long-established [al] fair doeg not
surprise me. And yes, 1 agree with you that the end
of the falr should not reflect negatively upon those
wha've struggled these past [ew years (o koep It
intereating and lively.

all this pvonih? Ne, Rags (e

Whrnry. Astiil hoall dvbdipirs of tUhie 72888 yenr ol Frometberizm, or Glant Groend Slaib, hay
born asxembled bn the Sbrury us part of the supeing Reyal Outario Museum display serien.

painfully aware of oir community’s .
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‘Opposition mentality’ still

confounds Conservative MPs

By Stewart
MacLeod

Otiawa Burean

: . of The Herald

I had a rather interesting late-
night phone call from a Conservative
MP who, perhaps sulfering f{rom
severe insadmnia, had been reading one
of these columns aboul the “oppoaition
mentality"™ among Torles.

That quote had come from Party
Leader Joe Clark who, in a year-end
interview, was talking about his own
difficulties. He szid that, because Lhe
Conservatives have been out of power
so much, “you can develop an oppositl-
on mentality and there s some of that
among somo of our people.”

It made sense (o me. The party is
gso uwsed to being on Lbe aliack, and
criticlzing theae in power, that some of
Lhe ammunlition is bound to atrike the
wrong target. And It seemns llkely that
Clark, and other Tory leaders before
him, have been vietlms of this “opposi-
tion mentality” he talked about.

Anyway, when the phoae rang lale
at night and this Conservative MP sald

"a slzable

he wanted to discias the column, 1
braced myaelf for the inevitable blast.
Why ¢lse would he call al that hour?
GOESFURTHER
But, no, he wasn't [n that [rame of
mind. He had, he sald, been thinking

about this “opposition mentality” and

nol only was his Jeader absolutely
accurate, so for 8s he went, but he
could have said a great deal more, -
“It's not just a question of gpoui-
tion mentality,” sald this worried MP.

“The fact is, there are too many of our
members who actually don't want io

see us In government.' |

QObviously, he shall remaln
nameless, but he's no dummy ln'd
while he didn't make it into Joa Clark's
cabinet in 1979, T suspect he was a
serlous candidate. Ho wsirongly
supports his leader.

And new, late at night and alone [n
his offlce, he was working up & full
head of utr:air?. "Whenulr;;'m ht:lki::lég
about opposition men . he sald,
“wa're just beating around the hush.
What we're really dealing with hare is
of Conservalives who
don't ‘want party to form: &
government.

“I am not talking sbout Lhw young,
up-and-coming MPs. [ am talking
& theme wha know that Lhey will not
be invited Into a Tory cabinet. Natural-
ly, they wouldn't admit it, but do you
serfously think they would rather sit on
the government backbenches than in
opposiilen?”

News media ‘dinosaurs’

. He thoughl that many of them who
tried it back in 1979 didn't llke it very
much, "“Alter years ¢f oppoition
[reedom, they were sllenced
on the government side. And Instead of
going home on weekends to attack the
government and Oltawa, they were .
suddenly forced to defend things like
high interest rales, higher taxes and
funny things llke moving embassies...

IGNDRED

“"And suddenly they lose all the
rrul.n caverage that comes with atlack-
ng Bovernments. You guys don't write
anything .about MPs who defend
governments. When is the last time you
wrote anything about & government
backbencher saying anything In

. Parliament?"

I couldn’t come up with an arswer
to that, 50 (he caller race!l on
relentlesaly. “You can have a lot of fun
As AN jtion MP, but show ma a
Liberal hackbencher who is having fun
defending inflation, high inlerest raies
and high unemplayment.,.

*And who llkes Lo be hurniliatad by
being over for a cabinet job?
That's something that can’t happen to
an oppoeltion MP."

“If every Tory MP were determin-
ed to see another Tory government,”
he said, “‘we would be too buwy lo
quibble about Joe Clark's leadership.”

. "“That,”’ he sald, "“is o resl
problem." And with that, he hung up.

=

roam Liberal convention

By Derek

Nelson

Gueen's Park Burean
of The Herald

If snyone ever wants lo know how
a dinosaur [eels, he or ahe should be »
I:rlnl reporier at a modern polltical
eadership convention.

That might seem a litlle strong,
since newspapers aren't yet extingt.
But at the very least we prinl Lypes are
in the whooping crane ciags of
endangered species, _

Both the Llberal and NDP
conveations here made Lhe point
explicit,

Televislon was everything.

Want to hear the spoeches of (he
candidates In leisure Instead of in a
stufly, overcrowded hzll? TV was the
AnsSwer.

Want Lo ask a politician participal-
ing in the convention a question? Some
TV type would llkely be there doing it
for you already.

Hope to get a candid
what is happening from a political
analyst of one stripe or another? He or
she {a probably already sitting beside
some sncharman oa the Tube.

And whal sboxt politiclans who
dont belong to the parly that i
choosing the pew lesder? They are up
there too, in one [ittle boolh or other,
glving us words of wisdom.

MEDIA ROOM

A tﬂmmmhl::hl al a political
convenilon naw son priot reporters
sitting in a semicircde arvond @
lelevision set in Lhe media room for at
least a portion of the events.

opinion of

The |ast figures 1 obtained indicat-
ed 689 media were it
the NDP convention (al some of
thosa were observers alipping In under
false
have & ision for guests at ity
mnmﬁnﬁ and about 550 at the
Liberal shindig. & i

Prinl 2nd radio reporters com
od didn't come close to the numbers
there from televislom.

tAnd for the [rst time in my
experience cable television really
came ipto [ts own. Cable coverage,
while n bit dull at {imes, was
and contlnuous. )

Television has immediacy. You
are Lhere, part of whatever [s happen-
ing. Even delegates seemed (o take
thedr cues from commentalors on the

Tube,
WHY LIBETEN?

When you have it before you In
living color why listen fo a radio? And
print has even less direct contact wilh
an evenl,

Mind you, print still does have a
couple of Munciions. !

Prinl tends to set the agenda for
television, for it i» mainly lﬁnnt

ers who go oa the road with Lhe

iticlans in lesdership campaigns,
POET'S CORNER

Where are we golng, and when we
(here

A land of plenly, yel nothing (o spare.
search snd travel many

Yeu may
vnkies do you ream

May become more wise, Dut wonid

raiber siay bome.

We get wp In the mornlog with idens

teat's grest

With ewr plans asd skiiby, there |

T dres u;q. with fair
' w of & Jobs, uhe gay
Lesking fn valn, there Js none on

waY.

guise, slnce the NDP does not

who sense moods and waich perform-

ances,

Print too analyzes the results in &

sense that television never atlempla.
But television s the primary

medium. We are all ceptives of Ita

glittering eye.
NOTFAIR

Sll, recogniting its primacy,
there mre troubling sspects to iis

One |s relativaly minor, slthough it
has become a major tople of conversa-
tion among m iypes themselves.
On the convention floor the competition
and crush of TV people is becoming so
thick and dangerous that someone is
going to get hurt coe of thesa days. At
the Libersl convention ona politician
was battered 80 badly as lo be vialbly

But there ia & more im
concern. Television s not & ve
medium. Being first
Politics is treated, even worse than by
print, s a horse race.,

1t was no accident that at the NDP
convention Lhe cameras were hoamed

*  off for much of the policy debate. The
 stull wasn't jazzy evough [t wasn'l
entertaloment. And that's a woery.

Not Wan;ed'

gel Town afler (own, place aller place

Wages los high made prices s bad

CR3L.

I would ke 5 car, Bke the rusi | soe

Bat the price ks boywad & Tollew Dke

me,

Weuld plan (or u bowme, If the Meturse

was bright

Alas, teday, my hepes. way ot of

sight.

And pew H's 2 millien we bee an the

streel '

e Nol wanted, sod uelling (s weny or Is
({18
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THIRTY YEARS AGO-Over ten gallons of chocol-
ale milk, dezens of plates of sandwiches, numerous
cakes, {made with boys in mind), generoun servings
of Jello, several baxes of Dixie cupe of ice cream,
and favors flled with candy disappearsd in & very
businesslike fashion when almest 250 members of
St John's Sunday Schoal atlended the annisal dinner
provided by the ladies of the W A Friday. Following
the dinner, entertainment was provided the
"Rhythmettiea” who are rapidly galning paptlﬂu'ltr
iry town. o

" Georgetown wai featured oo the radie
program “"Patriarchs and Papers” Jast Wedneaday,
a 15mimite program heard on CFRB. The show
related highlights of the Herald's history and pald
tribute (o Georgetown's oldest ¢liiren Anna Nielsen,
¥7. Founded in 1583 by Isaac Hunter, the Herald was
s large oid-fashioned paper of four pages set by
hand yntll 1828 when linotype was added and the
paper convertad Lo elght pages of umaller alza, Now,
an avergge issue is len or 12 pages and oceasionallv
T Mizs Rose Plercey and two of her [emalo
students have been golng to Torontn Wednesday
evenings to attend dancing lessons at the Arthur
Murray dance studics. They are learning how to do
the Charleston so if any adult ha to enter the
Georgetown High School at noon he will see &
group of girls kicking up thelr heels {n the main hall,

TWENTY YEARS AGO—Groham Famell was
appotnted secretary-treasurer of (Georgetowm
Hydro Commission at a meeting of the commission
Tuesday. A veleran member of the lhree-man
Commissicn he will succeed Mra, Otive Held who Is
retlring this month.

Blasting residents who shove! now back on
the roads after thoy have been plowed by lown
waorkmen, Coun. Fred Harrison moved fer a bylaw
which would penaillte e who do this, 1 reallze
driveways aro blocked when we plow the roads, but
that's no reason for people lo undo cur work and
block up the roads agaln,” Mr. Harrison sald.

Georgetown Industrial Commisalon recelved
of Neta] endersement by the town councll Monday
when a ten-man group of Chamber of Commerceo
appointees was ratified. Council asked tha Chamber
to form the 1962 group and agreed to the Chamber's
request for allocation of & §$1,500 grant for the yuoar.

With 13 other municipalities, Georgetown Ls
embarking on a series .of five discusslons on
reglonal plansing under the guldance of the Credit.
Valley Comservallon Authority, Mayor Sargent
explzined to councit that three countles, three Lowns

"and elght townshipa are involved.

TEN YEARS AGO-The Masler Feeds mil in
Stewartiown was deatroyed by fire early Tuesday
mormning but the store was left untou : Firemen
answered the call at 3:10 a.m. and fought the bleze
tl noon. By 8:30 a.m. they had it under control but
smouldering grain, erupting into flames sporadicsl-
ly, kept {iremen at the scene. A large s of graln,
feed and fertilizer was lost. Cause of the {lre |a
unknown and no damagoe eatimate has been made
yet. This is the Lhird ime fire has desiroyed a mill
on Lthis site since the first [Nour mill was bullt there in
1847 by Willlam Clay and James Young. They
bought the laed from John Stewart after whom the
village Is namad. '
Georgelown deputy reeve Art Speight and

. Esquesing deputy reeve Russell Miller welcomed

Ken Buikems at an Iotroduction nlght In the

full-time {ire chiel and will start his duties ln April.
The deputy reeves represent their respective
communilies’ flre commiliees, -

GDHS Junior Rebels, crowned Eatt Halion
junlor high schoo! basketball champlons Friday,
move on o face Lord Nelson High of Bur
tororrow for the All Halten title, The Junjor
waon Lheir leagua honors by downleg Miliea Junior
Musta)igs 5742 in the second game of their total
point serles,

A $140,000 addition will ba made to George-
town's Holy Crosa school before ber. Halton
County Separate School Board this woek approved
plana for Lthe m&um .thth nrilclhlindudu a [ﬂ
purpose room, boys giria change rooms
ghewers, a storeroom, a teachers' work room and &
seminar room. The general roon will be
used as a gymnasiumn. Included [n the §140,000
charge will be the renovation of two existing
clagarooms into & new librarcy.

ONE YEAR AGO-The Credil Valley Conservalion
Autborily has given the goahead for the conglrug.
tion of an addition to Glen Willlsms Publle School.
The authorily had originatly refused permission for
the Hzallon of oducation {o add a general
purpose room to Lhe school because the addition
would lie within the flood plain, Since the original
decision however, CVCA staff have met with the
architect and have been drawn up (o
the addition. ¢

Count Dracula arrived In Georgetown Friday
at Sacre Coeur Halii The Georgetown Llite
Thealre's performance tickled and chilled avdienc-
es. Most paogznlra famillar with the of the
mysterious t from Transylvanis who has the
power Lo turn Into & bat end who feeds oo human
blood, turning his victims into vampires. The play,
wtilten by Ted Tiller differs somewhal {rom ihe:
criginel 1897 version by Bram Sioker, Its action
takes pince entirely in an asylum for the inkshe.
Directed by Neville Worsnop, hmrﬁw

an b.13.

The GDHS senice girls” volleyball team won
the Halton volleyball champloaships for the first
time defeating White Oaks at General Brock High

to ane last Friday night. Last

FiE they
before the semi-finals. ‘The senior girls now sdvance
Lo Lhe Peel-Halton champiooships which will be beld
at Georgetown Friday.

This ia a case, oir bankery (s Maye
[apecent Canadians will puffer In
shame.

Il e knaw how o be [aly
Thelr stupld ways, {i's the Devil lo
tare.

Bo many greedy guys, aslaries (oo high
Squeeie lhelr poor brothers, wring
hem out dry.

When you et & ralse, someons alse

8 chop
%m ' L
e itiziaes.
RR3 Acten




