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Diamonds are a girls best friend...
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“With this ring, I thee wed...”’-an enduring custom

One of the moit endunng axd
beautiful traditions zssociated
with engagement and marmiage
is the giving of a ring. Today,
most brides receive 1wo tinga
from their {fiances— one at the
time of the betrothal and one o
the wedding cercmony itsell.

It scema likely that the
betrothal ring originated as a re-
placement for dowry money—
neturally esough, considering
the ancient Roman custom of

Eiving a ring to scal an agree-

ment.

While this 2ct was binding in
most cuftures, the Vikings gave
tings nol to ratify the bargain,
but to commemorate {t, much as
we do today.
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WEDDING AND BETROTHAL RINGS over the ages
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which otiginated in Erance, was
called a Regard ning. lts name
siems from the fact that in it

were set several gems— Ruby,

Emerald, Garnet, Amethyst,
Ruby, Diamond— the first [t
ters of whose names formed an
actostic of Lthe word “'repand.”
in the same iradition, some-
timaes the initials af the names of

the stones spelled oul ithe name
of the bride-10-be.

Another distinctive betrothal
ring is the gemel or gimmel
ring, which Martin Lutber is
commenly comidered Lo have
introduced, four centuries ago.

The gemel ring was a doubie
ot triple ring. When closed, two

bands of t
Of course, fislilons in én: of the double fing would

appear to be one— a most a
metaphor for the encoeas nfnuptn
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the married couple —a meaning
which was perfectly symbolized
by its circular form.

Thaugh silver rings were
moit common prior o the 19%h
ceotury; gold, the purest metal,
predominsics today.

Wedding rings arc custornar-
ity worn on the fourth finger of
the teR hand -—this, because the
anvients believe that there was a
vein which ran to this finger di-
rectly from the heart, the seat of
feeling in the human body.

According to With this Ring,
by Elizabeth Laverack (Elm
Tree Books), a fascinating
compiletion of information on
the history of many aspects of
marringe, it is generally ac-
cepted that the wedding ring
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Fholos l:lllﬂ"l.ﬂ}"lﬁlth'tlrr lnl:l-.lrr Lomell.
bave followed the dicintes of fashion and

of the fuct that she would share  BOlden fings which were womn
his worldly possessions from Upon the third finger; in
that time ont. edicval times, 2 saint mightbe

The Anglo-Saxons favored

Vanderburgh Flowers
~ Georgetown Market Place

- 877-0105

.. Introducing a large
e - % array of new designs as
M % showninour 1982

Bridal Bouquet Guides.

represenled on the wedding
ring——this gave it the power to
ward off iils.

Come in any time
for your free consuitation.

We will help you

fancy, The German geme! ring, lefl, from the 16ih centary, is composed of iwo scparste rings
that look like oae when they're unified, Lhe perfect symbol of the csaential oneness of mm and
wife, Tt hossts the inseription in Latin, “*What God hath joined 1ogether let o man put saun-
der.” The English wedding ring, right, which dates from the 15th centary, bosste clasped handa
and a henrt motif, znd s inscribed with the molic, “God Helps ™

choose from a
wide selection

limes— thelr form is a3 depen-
* dent upon current tastes and
values as their meaniog is im-
mutable and unchanging.

Diamond “1 dohW™

The diamond engagement
ring. today’s dacling, has been
around for quite a long Yime. It
gocs back, in fact, to the 15th
century, when the Archduke
Maxmilian of Austrix presented
his betrothed, Mary of Bur-
gundy, with a golden ring deco-
rated with a diamond-studded
M, his initial, on top. Interest.
ingly enough, priar to that time,
ihe diamond was 4 gem womn by
men, not women.

One type of betrothal ring,

and wile,

It was traditional 10 scpamic
the Intertwined rings af the time
af the betrothal, which wzs sol-
amnized over a Bible with a
witncis present.

In the casc of the triple gemel
ring, (he mad and woman being

betrothed would: scparaie the
upper and lower rings from the-

middle one, which the witnesy
would take. At the time of the
wedding, Lhe three portions of
the ring would be reunited. The
ring would then be used for the

wedding n:r:mhnr. and wom
afterwards by the brida,

Which brings us to the wed-

ding ring itself. This band rep-
resenled the esseniial unity of
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. WIEN SELECTING A LAMP for your first home, think of

where you will pmt

i1 end whal you'll put with it. For a foyrr,

Joe Minlcucci saggests placing this braw tamip he deslgned
far Wesiwood on & credenzs, to Hght and balaser accesso-

riv

wedding gifte— grouped

kngt. lamp's molll of a sgarr

benieath a big paini-
vw on & branch, typicelly

Chinrse, o hurclsed into the metal oo both sddes.

| Last-minute tips for groom |

“The morning of the wexd-

ding. the groomisapt lobea
bit nervaous,

The following check list,
suggested hy Robent C.
Rudofker, Preddent of Alter
Sin Formals, should help him
accomplish what he needs (o
with a minimum of confu-
non.

. * Line up <Jean underwear
and apprapriate socks be-
Foxchand.

» Make sure shoes are
ready and, remember, clern

- jacket,

handkerchiefs are o must al
alt but the dullest weddings.

“ If garments arc on wire
hangers or in a box, put them
on weoeoden hangers which
will help hold their shape
best.

= Arrange with the best
man o have wallet and bulky
pocket ilems tucked safely
away out of sight, Nothing ix
worte than keys jingling
the altar or o ﬂ:ck of ciga-
reites ruining the line of the
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originated in the ancient Egyp-
tizn custom of plecing 8 picce of
ring-moncy (in use prior to the
introduction of coins) on the
btide*s finger as an indicadon
that her newly-wedded hushand
wis endowing her with his
wealth.

In a parallel Mashion, the an-
cient Romans gave their brides
key-rings. The presentation of a
key-ring would occur after the
man had lified hix bride over the
threshhold of her new home,
and was symbolic of the trust
‘her husband placed in her, and

A of fresh and
silk flowers.

_ | For the

Bride and Groom

Looking for a good Selection of Gift ideas?

Come in and browse through our Gift

- selection. You'll be pleasantly surprised by
both the selection and the prices!

OUR IDEAS INCLUDE:

¢ Exquisite and Pinwheel Crystial

» Royal Albert Cups and Saucers

» Sliverware

* Roya! Doulton Figurines and much, much maore....

AVAILABLE AT

BARBER'S

GIFTS & JEWELLERY

77 Main Strest South 877-3482




