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A ministry in the Arctic

By ANI PEDERIAN
Herald Siaff Writer
Missiotary: the word conju-
res up the picture of » man of

B wooden croas

George's Anglican Church
Feb. 10 speaking lo & crowd of
40, Including local Anglican
minlsterw, about life and work
in the Arctle.

Eishop of the largest Anglic-
an diocese In Canada by virtue
of Its physical uize, Hev.
aperry sald his diocese s two
gnd three-quarter milllion
square miles in ares. However
In all that grand spread of
space there are caly 50,000
inhabitants,

The Arctic diocesa extends
east into the Yukon, nms
. across the o0th psarallel,
through Labrador and norih
ern Quebec, i

OLD WAY

Now living in Yeliowknife,
Bishop Sperry spent 15 years
living in nearby Coppermine,

"The frue

have the unique experience of
being the lant to be reached by
clvillzallon and religion,’ he
pald. “In our congregation
were people who grew up
without any knowledge of the
southern culiure. They grew
up with bows and arrows and
knew the old way of life.”

Blshop Sperry said there's a
lot of pegative talk about what
the church and modemrn eivilliz-
atlon has done to the natlve
people, He admitied every-
thing hasn't been lllywhite and
some bad mistakes have boen
made, but he protested against
the belief thal before mizsion-
aries came to the north the llfe
of the natives was wonderful
znd some kind of paradise.

“It's a big mistake," Bishop
Sperry sald. “Before the Eur-
opeans arrived, starvation was
the lot of every ribal group in
Canada except for the salmon
fishers of the west coast.”

BACK UP

The Eakimo names of places
in the north back up his peint.
He translated some of them:
“ihe Istand where everybody
starved to death”, “the place
of pioched eheeks''. i

. [lsently

Lady of the place we had to eat
hurnan fesh®,” bhe sald.

The life of the natives of the
norih ia based on an uncertaln-

ty which permesates their lan-

guage, said the blshop, who
one Eslymo dislect
and @ famillar with
many others. The uncertainty
s ex In individusl
words, like *'if [ am ative,'" "if
we eal”, "'if we do not dl.:.u".

As 'm_r:m:ﬁ-}:ﬂ' Eishop
SpetTy experienced many
difficulties ip trznaferring the
values and beliefs of the
Christian community lo the
FExkimos.

He satd the biblical stocy of
Genesls doesn’t go down (oo
easlly with the £skimos be .-
couse they believe animals
have guardlan splrits who rule
the world, who MEIM be
appeased by their “shaman’,
In thelr thinking, mankind is
the lowest level of llfe and
animals have dominion over
man, the reverse of Genesis.

: ALLAECEPTE:IDI
..Bishop Sperry sald it was
incredible bhow the Gospel was
accepied at all by them.

“They hear, “There's a man
who has s son who has sheep”,"”’
he sald *“What's a sheep?’
they ask. We tried It with &
haby seal, but Lthat dldn't work
because you can't harvest

them,

The b sald pgricwitural
symbwils in the New Testament
didn't mean a thing to Lha
Eskimos. They didn't know
what wheat or mustard seeds
were,

Telling the Eskimos they
needed to approach God
through sacrifice meant noth-
ing to them ¢ither. There's no
suggestion of sacrifice In their
culture, Bishop Sperry said.

“Then, when you say "This
man died tied to a cross’, that
doesn't mean a thing either,
because they don't have any
trees.' he sald. “All of It Is

incomprehenaible.”™

There's no word for love in
any of the Eskimo dialects,
arnd no word gets snywhere
pear it, he said, posing o
greater challenge to spreading
the Christian faith. The miss-
jonaries had to mmvent the
word. The word means “pity”
in one dialect and “‘a thing of
pleasure’ in anglher.

FIHRSTWENT

**The missionaries who first
went ahowed somefhing of
God’s Jove and [ belleve Lhat's
the element that led the Eski.
mos Lo accept the gospel, he
said.

Bishop Sperry told the tale of
an early missionary who was
having & hard time learning
the Eskimo language. He ask-
ed what was going on when 8
team of wns being fed,
hoping to leamn the word for
joy nnd pleasure, explained
the bishop.

“When he came to use the
word, he discovered he was
relating how, when the discipl
e3 fIrst saw the Lord, they all
wagged their Lails,' [aughed
the bishop. “You have fo gel
the feel [or dynamilc equival-
mu'l'

Another example of difficult-
jes incommunicating occurred
when preaching about the
Roman King Herod.

“What dld Jesus mean when
he sald *tell that {ox Herod . . .
' Bishop Sperrysald, “Was it
aredfox, sailverfox, ora blue
fox?" And furthermore, foxes
are consldered cute by some
Eskimos, tolally distorting the
meaning Intendad in the Bible.
The wolverine was snon chosen
to replace the fox for that line,
because it meant vicliousness
and cunning Lo the people who
would be hearing the story.

Y PEOP
Thera s a great rliﬁam:e an

lay people in the north, which
pleases the bishop., He sald

Fires, stortr, 1100ds have nc
timetable, They hit at any time
of day or night, any tlme of
year, and very ofien affect
those who can legat nffard It.
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To these names, the Quebec | B

government for one added
religlous titles without asking
what the Eskimo place nomes
meant, Blshop Sperry said.
"So we have 'Our Lady of
etarvation’, ‘Our Lady of the
Intestinal worm', and ‘Our
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‘that in 1950 he was the only

priest and he trayelled by
té-dog team to the Jittle camps.
“They were lough, idyllic
conditions. Nobody had any
problem with nlcobol then,
They didn't know what drugs
were. There was no delinguin-
cy. All the boys knew as they
were growing up thoy were
going to be hunters, and all the
girls knew they'd be housewiv-
es. It was an ordered life with
the RCMP rarely having any-
thing to de with the natlives,”
remiembered Bishop Sperry,
Twao fociora changed that

life, he said. One was the nove] -

“Prople of the Deer™ wrilten
by Canndian author Farley
Mowat, which brought lots of
attention to the Arctic, ond the
second one was the Dew Line
— Distance Early Woming
Linc -- set up by North
American military defence
agencies because the Russians
were {elt to be threatening.

The bishop sald criticism of
the government by Mr. Mowal
brought nursing stations and
English schools to the Arclic in
the tate 19508, Welfare checks
tovk away from- the native
people's dependence on provi—
dence.

*The church has gradually
lost its infuence in the parom-
edical field. It no longer nuns
the schools, and it’s losing its
paternalistic mlssion,"”” he
said. However, 1the church has
not been erushed,

Je saijd 13 nolives have
token a three-year course and
become ordained ministers of
the church, with four others

studying to do so.

The greatest need of the
Arctic diocese however, is
personnel, followed closely by
money, sald the bishop.

There are 51 settlements
served by the Anglicgn mis-
sionaries with 30 active paris.

hes, seven of which are fully
self supporting, Bishop Sperry

said, :
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