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Acton Pentecostal church grew from living room
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By ANIPEDERIAN
Herald Stafl Wriler

It was a Fuller Brush man
whn broupht |he Penlecoalal
faith tn Acton back in Decem:
ber, 1493,

Arthur Conk, the son of an
Anglican mimster, organized
the first prayer meetings for
Pentecostals In  his  home
there,

Starting wilh eighl people,
the Penlecostal community
gred so that Mr. Cook's living
riom weon hecame oo small
They began halding services at
Crewson's Corners, just west
of Acton on MHighway 7, al the
Orongemen's Hall, for about a
yiar.

The Acion YMCA basement
and upstairs were next rented
for Sunday services.

“We took turns ol cleaning
the place,”” Peler Binnle, a
church beard member since
1957, said, ' Each family would
do it for @ month. Instead of
paying a caretaker, we did the
dusting and sweeping to be
sure everything was left neal
and tidy after cur meetlngs.”

In 1957, there was lalk of
buying land, and a plot of land
on Churchill Hoad was purch-
aned.

With Lhe spirilual and phys-
ical nid of Hev, Kenneth Heid,
thedr first pastor, lhe Pente-
custals began huilding a
church of their own in 1938 (or
services wnd prayer meetings.

FROMSCRATCH -

“Iev., Heid was a g
carpenter,” Mr. Binnle sald.
“ile did all the clectirical work
fur the building.™

With the help of nine pente-

cistal men, Hev, Heid raised
the church building [rom
scTatch.

Joseph Spadafera, an Acton
driving instructor who was a
church member. laid the

Twenty-fourth

in a series

foundation comers for tlhe
building. He now livea In
Terantn,

When Llhe basement was
completed, services were held
therz until the upstairs interior
was completed and the roof
Instnlied. g

The new building was ready
in 1953, thanks Lo ihe (ree [abor
of these men, and Lhe carpen-
try skills of thelr minister,

“1 remember when we put
the shingles up on the roolf, I
wasn't loo good at climblng,
but 70-year old Tem McCutch-
eon, he was cllmbing up there
like u cat,” Mr. Bionie, 68,
sald. The late Mr, McCutcheon
was a [armer,

NG LABOR

Fumding for the plot and

building was raised through

the Pentecosial Assemblies,
with $2.000 coming from the
Burlington district office 1o
ward purchase of the land.
Because there were no labor
costs, the building only cost
$10.000 in malerials to put up.
Now the Evangel Taber-
nacle is gearing up for a drive
o pay off (wo morigages on
the chuwrch tolaling £53,000.

Rev. Cliff Hodgson, 35, has
becn with the congregation for
seven months, and has organ-
jzed o “wave offering” for
Feb. 8. He said Lhe congrega-
tlun is going 1o march around
the church waving white
handikerchiefs to raise the
maoney. Such marches are
mentioned in the Old Testa-
ment of Lhe Bible.

“The first mortgage of
$23.000 comics up in March and
the second, $30,000, comes up
In April. When they're paid off,
the church will be 1otally debt
frec,” Rev, Hodgson sald.

DEBRTMONEY

Solar; $4.200 in pledpes have
been made ond Rev. Hodgson
is oplimistic the rest of the
debt money will be raised In
time.

Side and back addilions were
made lo the church in 1967,
adding te the original 1939
building. However, they
weren'l done with free labor.
Conlractors wete hired for the
Jub,

The side addition allowed for
another row of pews inside the
church, increasing the scating
{rom 200 to 300.

The back addition is used as
A prayer room and &% a

people during the week. It
saves the church fuel in that
they can heat just that room
rather than the entire church
for their weekday meelings.

The two additions were
made after Rev, Reid lefl In
1961 nnd was replaced by Rev,
Sam Tholman, who stayed
with the parish until 1573,

ONE TIME

Affiliated with the Halton
Gospel Temple on Highway 7
ncar Georgelown, Lhe Evangel
Tabenacle al one time served
Pentecostals throughout Hal-
lan Hills and had people bused
in from Georgelown.

Only 22 years old, the church
is young compared wilh other
Aclon churches, most of which
date back into the 1800s, Iis
membership is young to maltch
it, Hev. Hodgaon said.

“The majorily of our mem-
bers are 35 to 40 years old. We
haven't many Senlors, bul
we've 3 good group of youth,"
he said.

To help organize activitles
for the youth, the chureh hired

an asslstani pastor, Rev. Rob’

Milligan, 18 months ago. He

works with the 11 to Z-year

olds in the congregation.
"Nol everybody can adjust

to our style of worship,'' Rev.
Reid sald. "My emphaals is on
prayer and praise. It's not a
cut and ed service. We
believe in audible pralse. *Hal-
Jelufah'. [t has to get down into
their hearts.™
FROM PSALMS

He zaid he trics 10 meet the
needs of the le in the
congregalion,
for the sick in the middle of his
service if they request [t. Most
of the worship is taken {rom
Lhe paalms.

“We'll open & service and
gRive a clap offering to the
church. It's very sirange for
new people coming in. We'll all

to share their oeeds. During
Lhve service | a2k ‘Does anyone
haveaneed?” By confessing it,
healing
Reid =ald. “Even if nothing the loose structure of the
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fering prayers .

happens they go away feeling
different because they have
told it to someone else.”

inkes He admitted that ot times

place,'" Rev.
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shout “hallehujsh!’. It's like & ©

{ooiball game,” Rev. Reid
anid,

The Pentecostal congregat-
ion believes In the spontaneily
of proyers and doesn't use
prayer books. Speaking In
lengues ks a way of praying {or
which they have ome
known, Rev. Reld sald It can
happen anywhere mnd isn’t
restricled to the Pentecostal
church,

“Mast of the problems are
deall with throygh Lthe church
setting. I feel my minlstry is
for people's needs. They want
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] Bullt in 1353 by a rugged Penlecostal minlster and nios
men In his congregation, the Halton Evangel Tabernacle is young

coinpared Lo other Acton churches. Rev. Keoneth fleld was Lhe
first mlalsier for Acton and sres Pentecostals and was » whiz

Sunday service causes prob-

lems with people who iry to

take over.
“We've had

talk for the zake of lalking. I
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people who'll
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with carpentry and electrical wiring, dolng muc
construction for the bulldlayg that now stands oo Chorchill Hoad,
just nocth of Highway 7.

(ierald pholos by Anl Pederian)

say “"Thank you, | appreciate

what . you've sald, anybody
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meeting room for the young
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MIDNIGHT MA

All Canadian

CIGARETTES

Req. *10%%/Carton

SDM 500 Sheets

R cifiar e . LINED
I REFILLS
Heg. $47°

SALE:

|- 3399

Velour

BATHROOM
TISSUE

4 roll ~ Reg. ¥1%
SALE %439

CHOCOLATES

Reg. 354

SALE:

6pm. -9pm.

*10%/ carn

g p.m. - Midnight:

30"/ ave

Faberge

SHAMPOO &
CONDITIONER

33% Bonus Size
600 ml. Reg.33%* -

SALE: $499

“,...And there'sn Greal Whale Blver”. Anglican Blshop John Sperty polnis oul one
comrmmunity In the Arctic which Geargetown District High School Grade 13 student Broug Isaak will
be visiting along with 14 others In March, The bishop lalked about life in his Arctic diocese and
pave local Anglican minlsters insights iato miselonary work In Lthe north during » visit last week,
Tie Herald will feature Bishop Sperry’s story in Friday's Weekend Extra,

PADS

d0's Reg. 329

SALE:

oA ¥
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Vaseline Intensive
Care

LOTION

400 ml. Reg. $2%
SALE:

Kieenex

FACIAL
TISSUES

200’s Reg.99¢ o

sALE:  /9°¢

CONTACT C’S

20’s
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Hours Only &/

Feb. 19th
5:00-12:00

{5\ GEORGETOWN
12\ FABRICS

tnicure

SHAMPOO &
o Lime Rag. 16 CONDITIONER

' 450 ml.  Reg. 329
3 - SALE: ' - SALE:

$499

I-PERSPIRANT
& DEODORANT

Noxzema
150 ml. Reg. ¥

SALE

99°

SALE PRICES IN EFFECT FRI. FEB. 19th
6 p.m. to Midnight ONLY

DETERGENT

| All Fabrics

Come in and select your patterns
in advance. Now's the time to start
your Spring wardrobe. Then take

CHARGEX

advantage of these Special
Discounts an Friday night only.




