Councillor following ‘family tradition’ into insurance business

- Mike makes a career switch

By CHR1S AAGAARD
Herald Staff Writer

Like businessman and form-
er MP Rud Whiting last year,
regional councillor Mike Arm-
sirong has made a chalienging
mid-life career switch, “insur-
ing”” himsedf a livelihood In
another field,

Last fall, Armstrong,
who has ted George
lown’'s Ward 4 riding (or len
yraru. still serving as the town
E nring board chairman, left

ele Masaon Motors, whrr:
he’d worked for 15 years.

{As reported in an earlier
lssue of The Herald, Rud
Whiling left Heslop Associates
Inlernational Lid. to sell real
esiate for Fobert),

More recently, Coun. Arm-
strong passed his life insur-
ance agenis’ exams and is now
generating busziness (n the
Halton Hills orea for Sun Life
Insurance, Canada’s largesl
insurer,

"1 decided to make the
change alter considering my
options jn the automobile in-

Mr.

Twenly years ago, a baylah Mike Armatrong (left} viewed
the Norith American sapts Endusiry lihe everyone else:

representatlve of Lhe ceontinent’s

industriat sirength and

Initiative. Things have changed, though, and the Ward 4 town and
regions! councillor s swhichiog careers. He's left a loczl car
dealerihip to enter the iife lnsarance Meld ped b sharing ofllce
headguariers on Main Bireel, Georgetown, with his brother Paul.
Paul Armstrong Insurance, though, sticks to general naurance,

30 the two brothers won't be In competd

tion as they Lackle the

industry in which thelr {ather, John, made his pame before

becoming maver of Georgelown,

{Herald lile photos)

Two AHS students

set for overseas trips

Herald Special

l.asl year Aclon Rotary
Club sent one high school
gitl {o Japan on a Aolary
exchange. This year they
planto send two young Acton
sludents overseas.

Hotary president Ken
Grubbe sald Allang Bowen,
doughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Allan Bowen of Wynford

- Place, and Stephen Sojka,
soh of Mr. and Mr. George
So0]ka of Elmore Drive, were
80 close In thelr quailfication
for exchange that the club
couldn't choose between
them,

Since the Acton club has
already accepted their third
overseas visitor they have
been nllowed to apply (o send
out two and even up their
numbers.

Mr. Grubbe said the regio-
nal office is still golng over
applications from the vari-

ous ¢lubs In the region and no
final decision on who goes is
expected until the end of
February.,

The students’ placemenis

aren't know yel because 8 -

hogt club must be found
befare the travelling teen 18
certain of which country
they'll be visiting.

Allana Bowen, 16, has list-
ed Holland, Sweden and New
Zealand ps her destinations
in urder of preference, She
had originally put South Afr-
ica jnstead of New Zezland
as her third cheice but bowed
to her mother’s concerns
cbhout political instabllity in
the area and changed her
mind.

She has a yen to lravel,
Miss Bowen said, both from
the experience and the ¢duc-
aticnal benefils it can pro-
vide, but considers hersell
teo young to go ofl on hee

AHS sends its

congratulatlons

By DIANE CREWE-READ
AHS correspondent
Every year ot Acton High
School, there's & Rotary Club
exchunge program where a
student goes lo another ¢oun-
iry for a year and then a
student from thal country

comes here for a year.

WICKER & RATTAN

* Planlers

* Flowaor
Baskeils

* Furmiturn
* Fans
s Shelves

The fotary exchange
prefers (o have studenis from
age 16 to 18 with good achool
marks. :

This year, Acton is proud (o
have two students going lo
other countries.

Alant Bowen, 16, i3 2 Grode

Continued on Page 7
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own. She finishes her grade
12 this year and sees her year
overseas asachance to learn
& bil'before making a decls-
ion on her fulure,
" YWhen she relums she may
go back for her Grade 13 and
possible university training
for teaching in fournalism.
On the other hand, she may
develop ttchy feet and go to
work instead to finance furt-
her travelling, she said.
Miss Bowen has a girl-
friend of Duteh origin and

- will be deoing some language

study before she leaves if
she’s lucky ecnough lo get
Helland as her destlination.
Her hosis will expect her Lo
speak Dutch fluenily in three
months, she said. "

Stephen Sojka, 16, has
listed ODenmark, lfolland and
West Germany as his choic-
es. The son of German
itnmlgrant parents Mr. So)-
ka already speaks German
and is familiar with the
German culture. He still has
relatives In West Germany,
he said.

Alter a year of travel and
its educational experiences,
Mr. Sojka plans to compicte
Grade 13 and head for Royal
Military College in Kingston
to &tudy mechanical, engi-
neering or aeronautical eng
ineering. His eventual aim Is
o become a pilot.

The palr will leave for
Eurape in August, Mr.
Grubbe said.

dustry,”” Coun. Armsirong
said. The aulo market (s not
healthy so 1 wenl through an
cxiengive relraining program
to sell life insurance.”

Coun. Armsirong’'s family
has been traditionally involved
wilh lhe insurance business
since the 1940s, when the lale
John Armsirong, a former
maycer of Qeargetown and
Mike's father, began tending
to residents’ general insurance
needs.

The old Armsirong home-
sicad on Main Sireet houses
Paul Armsirang's (Coun.
Armstrong's twin brolher)
general  insurance  business
and Mike 18 renling office
space in the building. How-
ever, he slresses, renting

ee is where the affllialion
with his brother's business
ends: he's stnictly an agent for
Sun Life, dealing solely In life
insurance.

“Insurance is p very innova-
live business today,” Coun.
Armitrong told The Herald
last week. *“Things have really
changed since my {nather's
time. "

. Through Sun Life’s extens-
ivecomputer fHles, Coun. Arm-
slrong can offer clienls sound
advice on registered retire-
menl savings plans, group

Wild rce is not a true
rice, but the seed of a grass
that grows wild in shallow
lakes and marshes.

insurance and personal estate
nlanning.

Individuals, he sald, are
regarding their life insurance
the same wag;nvuim looik at
slocks and life insur.
ance can be an Invesinent for
the fulure, and planned well,
can provide a sizeable supp-
lemenl to old age penstons.

Reflecling current trends,
there are even reduced life
insurance packages for non-
smokers, which aver & period
of 1ime, can reduce premiums
by as much as 30 per cent
compared to rates for smok-
ers, Coun. Armatrong said.

Mosl people these days,
Coun. Armstrong explained,
are piurchasing permanent life
insurance, which, depending
on lhe buyer’s choice, can
provide annual income upon
relirement or lock after the
beneficiaries. While less ex-
pensive, ‘'lerm’  insurance
docsn’t provide the dividends
permanent insurarice pays to-
wards setling up o pensien
supplement.

But buying the policy is anly
the {irst siep towards a long
and healthy relatlonship with
one’s agent, Coun. Armatrong
points out, A great deal of his
job will be spent reviewing lhe
pelicy, making sure that [t
stays ou! of the maw of
inflatlon and guaranteeing
that beneficlaries and relirees
can take full advantage of
policies purchased some time
earller.
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Australian exchange student
sees subtle differences here

By MALGIE HANNAH

terald Speclal

Jodie McFarlane celebrat-
ed her 17th birthday by
arriving in Acton to start her
year as the fown's third
visiting Hetary exchange
student.

A najive of Edithvale,
Australia, a suburb of Mel-
bourne, Jodie sald she didn't
even try 1o shop for winler

clothes before she left home.

She said winter back home
tsn'l anything like Canadians
know if. It gets wet and
windy but she'd never find
appropriate bools and
parkas in Meibourie.

Hight now Jodie is staying
with the John Arnold family
on Tyler Street. She'll be
billetled with several Hotary
families belore her year is

MOTOR VEHICLE OFFICE
126 Main St. South

Georgetown

BEAT THE DEADLINE
'PURCHASE YOUR
1982 STICKERS NOW.

Extended hours for February
9:00-5:30
Saturday
9:00 - 3:00

Beatrice L. Clark

Ministry of Transportation
and Communications Agent

DON’'T MISS IT !

The Georgetown Decorating Centre’s

WALLPAPER
and PAINT

complete and hopes she'll
also get a chance to travel.

Although ghe's at a Joss to
explain the difference, she
said she npotlces quite a
distinet difference in Cana-
da’'s geography from what
she's used 1o.

School too, Is fe a
different matler. had
been altending an all-glrls

private  school - where
students wear unlforms.

Jodie couldn't make any -

comparisons in courses yet,
since she only arrived last
Monday and Acton High
Schocl is In 15 semester twn
around.
A keen
caplain

1, &0 Was

her schood soft-
Cantloned oo Page 7
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