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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF SERVICE

appy birthday, GVAS

Te&m of dedicated volunteers answer calls each day

to comfort individuals caught in emergencies

When you're in the bus-
neas of saving lives and
ireating people for serious
injuries, it's difficull to take
time away from work during
the Christmas season.

Gerard Wilcox, a 25 year |

veleran of ihe Georgetown
Volunteer Ambulance Serv-
{ce, which celebrates jts 25th
annlversary next month, and
his partner John Lighlowler,
ni Christmas Eve with
Ir [amilies, but were “"on
call™ as the pmbulance back-
up wunit far Georgetown, Act.
on and surrounding areas,
The Wlilecox-Lightowler
crew i3 jusi one of 20 palrs
of amhulance drivers and

2 aliendants who man the Am-

bulance Service [ocaled on
Chapel St. Each man warks
an average of 12 hours per
week, Mr. Wilcox and his
partper weren't at the ambu-

lance station Christmas Eve
because they are not Lhe first
responae crew (there is al-
ways a [iral response leain
and 8 back-up crew), but had
to be prepared to be at the
siatlon In less than three
minutes if the need arcse.

The valunteer ambulance
crew man the station during
the night shift from 6 p.m.
untll 8 a.m. while the provin-
cial Ministry of Health em.
ploy crews during the day
shift.

Generally, with the first
big snowstorm of the year
the ambulance service is
called upon often for their
services, Mr. Wilcox says,
because of car aceidents and
FOpII: slipping nn the [ce.

wever, Chrislmas Eve |y
usually a quiet period be-
cause most people are hame,
Mr. Wilcox says.

Boxing Day is an enlirely
different atory though, be-
causs everyone is again tak-
itig to the sireels in thelr cars
to take advantage of poal-
Christimas zales, he says.

Transferring palienls Lo
differen! hospitals or from
hotiie to hoapitals is becom-
ing more prevalent for the

elown Volunteer Amb-
wance Service saya Lhelr
president Daryl Giberson.

Chrisimas Day vaually in-
volves a number of transfers
of patients [rom the hoapitails
to their homes and back
sgaln, says Mr. Giberson.

Because of the apecialized
nalure of medicine and the
expertise of cerlain hospliaiz
In one specific area, George-
lown ambulante crews now
spend a greater porilon of
ihelr time on patlent Lrans-
fers to bospitals in Galt,
Kitchener and Toronto and
viber areas, Alr. Giberson
2aVS.

What are the rewards for o
volunteer ambulance crew-
man? "You get satislaction
out of the job if you like the
job you're m'x Mr. Glb-
erson says. Helping

who can’t help themselves i:
cerlainly rewarding be says.
riAttending the annual
Christmas dinner and the
summer picnic is our pay,”
the president says.

Citizens of Georgelownand
outlying areas who volunteer
{or Lhe ambulance service do
so for various reazon, says
Mr. Wilcox. He and a nurmnber
of other residents from
Georgelown offered lo con-
Linue operaling & vn!unlﬂr
service in 1956 after the
Georgelown funeral director
Informed town coancil Uheir

Yoo bave (o be physically Ml mnd between the nges of 18 and €0 1 you'd Hike Lo joln the GVAS.

The experience wilth Lhe ocganization, now ahoul lo celebrate its sliver annlversary, can open

doors in a number of olher flelds, and the rewards, as the GVAS brochure points out, come

simply by helping other members of the commualty caught In an unfortunate predicament. [n a

demonstration staged for Herald reporter Dave Howney, GVAS members Peter Wolle (left) and
John Lightowler carefully prepare (o send & *'victim® to hosplial,

(Elerald phola)

service would be stopped
because il was unprofitable
{o maintain,

One of the biggest prob-
lems for ambulance crews
is getiing siretchers arocund
small cornera and down
siaircases, says Mr. Wilcox,
Bul he adds thai very often
the ambulanee people can
call on the police or availuble
neighbora for help with
atretchers.

Having to treat innocent
youtha who sulfer from acci-
dents or injury ls one of ihe
worst paris of an pmbulance
attendant’s jub says presi-

Contlnued on Page 3

History of change
while saving lives

although they did not [inlsh
among the winners.

During that same 20-year
period, it established head-
quarters ¢n James Street,
adjacent lo Remembrance
Park, and more recently
moved into the old firehall on

« Chapel Street. Equipment

has continually changed at
the GVAS gerage and the
present-doy GVAS operaies
two vehicles, with one kept in
reserve.

In 1981, dispatching ambul-
ances via Lthe town's Maple
Avenue firehall ceased; calls
are now relayed through a
Brompton oflice. -

After operating George.
town's unprofitable ambul-
ance service for a number of
years, jocal Tuneral homes
decided In 1956 to discontinue
that part of their buslness.

But by January of the
following year, cliizens con.
cerned that community life
was endangered without an
ambulance service decided
o estadlish a volunteer
operation, electing oflicers
and selting duty roslers to
ensure thal there were
always lwo people on duly.

The town purchased an
ambulance that had belong-
et iw the HC. McClure
Funeral Home and the volun-
teerserviceoperated aut of
garspe on Cross Street, over-
jooking the downtown care. A
year laler, ancther vehicle
wai ailded to the 3ervice.

During the past 20 years,
Ihe ambulence service hay
changed, impraoving its
respuase Lime with electron:
ic alerting devices and
stepped-up training pro-
grama. I[n 1973, the LVAS
Fwept to lirs! place in the
Untaric Ambulance Drivers
Association first ald compe-
titlon and later competed

intrrnationally in Nebraska,
¢ Modern electronics enable ambulance attendanis of the

Herald stories and photos
by Dave Rowney

Geergelown Yolunleer Ambulance Service {GYA3) to take calla
and alert members almosl In on e slep. GYAS member Jobn
Lightewier t(above) jols down Information al the GVAS
hesdquariers al Lhe corner of Guelph sad Chapel Sirects, Defore
the volunirer service began 25 years ago. ambalances for the
former lown of Georgetown were operzied by Inul foneral

bamrs.
(llerald pholai
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Anti-newsprint bylaw threatens $500 fines

Region wants residents
to ‘bundle up’ by Aprzl |

By CHEISAAGAARD
lecald Swaff Writer

Halton region’s planning and
public works commitiee hns
rejecled Halton Hills' request
lo defer the reglon’s Apri} |
deadline for mandatory separ-
atlon of waste newsprint from
other trash.

While declining to act on
Hallon Hlils' molion, the com-
mittee has instrucled regional
staif to work closely with iocal
public works departments, co-
ordinating programs almed at
encouraging the public to part-
icipate in the separation sch-
eme. In addtion, the cammii-
tee's 1ecommendation, which
will be discussed at regional
councl] next Wednesday, azsu-
res that storoge bins for
newsprint wlll be set up at
landfill sites and al the Armast-
rang Avenue, Georgetown,
transfer station.

Anticlpating serious gar-
bage disposal problems for
Esquesing residents, Halton
Hills Coun. Russ Miller, chalir-
man of the region’s solid waste
management sub-commitiee,
will mect with private garbage
collection cumpunin:s which

" gerve the town's Turat area Lo

iron out any problems concems-
ing the April 1 deadline,
Allhough members of Lhe
waste management sub-com-
mlitee antlcipate no drastle

:rnr:kdnwn on ul!endtﬁ. a
bylaw passed in December
can, technically, im $500
fines on residents who refuse
to separale newsprint {rom
trash and haulers who lake
unseparated garbage o the
dump.

Working with lhe region,
tocal municipalities will large-

ly be responsible for promot- |

ing the progrom. Whether the
region or local bylaw enforce-
ment officers will charge of-
fenders haz nol yet been
declded.

"“Ohvlously, no one is golng
to go around opening up peop-
le’'s garbage to cnforce the
bylaw,” Ann Mulvale, nssist-
ant chalrman of the public
works commlttee, told The
Herald. "Over o period of
time, Lhe people who are fikely
to be charged are chronic
ofienders.”

Coun. Miller expressed con-
cern two weeks ago at 2 town
council meeling that private
garbage collectors and rural
residenis may not be ready for
the newsprint separation prog-
ramm. He persuaded council o
eall for deferral of the April i
dendline, suggesting laler
there should be at least a
six-month delay .before ihe
bylnw comes into [orce. :

‘Meanwhile, the reglon’s ant-

Continued on Page 7

Gun charges
hearing to

resume Feb. 8

A pretlminary hearing into
charges of extortion, possesal-
on of a weapon dangerous (o
the public peace and use of a
fircarm during the commisal-
on ¢f an offence laid against
iwo Franclscan priests [rom
the Croatlan Centre near
Nerva] began Thursday In
Milton Provinclal Court and
will continue Feb. B,

A request for a publication
ban was granted to the lnwyer

for 42.year old Mladen Chuvalo
and 7l-year oid Berlo
Dragicevic, defendants in Lhe
case.

The two were charged June
22 by Hallen regional police
after a complaint was recelved
from several employees of
Falrmount Amusements. The
firm had been operaling
carnlval rides on the Croatian
premises near Norval June 13
during Feast of 5t. Anthony
celebrations.

. SPEEDY MUKFLEIR

251Queen St.East
Brampton

459-7822
At Speedy murc a somebody”

Friday, Janyary 29, 12

BRUSHING UP ON STYLE
The weather might have been lousy Saturday for driving, but it was great for cross-couniry
skling at the Terra Coila Couservalion Area, according to {lefl o right) Ted Richardson from

Toronto and Len Wood and Karen Walters, both lrom Risslssauga. This was Mr. Hichardson's
first time ekling in Terrz Cotia but Mr. Wood and Ms, Waliers szid they come oul lo the

conservallon area ofien.

lllernH photo)

Tories to continue

‘budget

By BOB TIHHIOMPSON

lerdld Special
The Progresslve Conservat-
ives will flight for a new
government budget as diligen-
tly 'as they wrangled with
Ottawa over the conslitutlon,

John McDermid says.

The Brampton-Georgetown

.MP zaid Monday as Parlia-
- ment prepared for its winter

sesslon, that the Oppoaltion is
prepared (o put “lremendous
pressuce’ on the Liberal Gov-
ernment Lo serap its Novemb-
er budget and start agaln.
Business communily repre-
gentatives have already dem-
onded that the {ederzal govern-
ment amend its budgel to
provide more Ingentives [or
the Canadian businesses hit
with inflation, high Interest

battle -

rajes and & wotrsening reces- 1

sions that ls grinding - the
country’s economy Lo a hall.
“There wlll be tremendous
pressure from us,”” Mr,
BcDermid maintalns, *buat
there will also be the same
pressure from thelr own side.”
Mr. McDermid, as part of &
government tnak force on emp-
loyment opporfunities, toured
Canada the past three weeks,
He sald, residents greeted the
federal budgel with "cynie-
fsm" because it penalized
people with retirement plans

and workers paid health and

dental benecflits a3 well os
elimlnating investment lncent-
ives for Lhe business and
manufacturing leaders.

* Mr. McDermid snid the gov-
ernmeni’'s budget and s

MP

“waffling" on economle mes-
sures “haven't done much for
{he mocale or lpiril'. of Canad-
jana".

*Weo'll go after them hot and
heavy to withdraw the budget
ond start agaln,” he said. "1
wm:ldhcrpe would listen to

But businecss lmhtﬁ ne-
roas Canada have complained
about the crippling inlerest
rates and homeawnens, .
ring for another series of home
defoults in tho spring, have
begun (o organita yetl another
round of demun:trﬁtmn rim-
ed at high mortgage rates —
partinfly caused by the govern-
rmeni's monclary polley.

— Courtesy of DBrampten
Times.

Trustees want uniform approach

to industries in co-op education

By AN PEDERIAN
Herald Stafl Wrller

The Halton board of educa-
tion doesn'l want |is schools to
be a nuisance to local compani-
£s. :
In gn effort to promole

ration across the reglen
and save Indusiries from being
harrassed, the board passed o
motion Jan. {4 {o uniformallze
local high schools’ appeals for
industry suppori ol their co-
operative education programs.

The programa, offered here
gince the early 1970s, place
siudents in an aclual wark
environment within thelr
community lo develop wick
skills and self-confidence, as
well as benefll from resources
and specialized equipment nol
aviilable in Hallon schools.

Students get to apply
knowledge and skills lhey're
ncquiring in school to a practi-
cal work covironment, while
exming one or more credits
toward their graduation
-diploma.

The move lo bring Lbe
program oul from under Lhe
wingy of individual teachers
and schools and place it under
the guldance of the board of
educalion is expected to
improve publicity for (he
peogram among students and
the bininess communily and
make it more widespread.

“We're trying (o organize it
regionally so it's handled the
same way at pll the schools,
and so that not all schools xre
bolthering the same companies
at the same time," lechaical

education co-ordinator Orien
Calver told The Herald.
want to work ln co-operation

- with industry, not harrass it."

Calling it a worthwhile
program, Mr. Calver
centralization wlll expand 1t
with grealer numbers of
students participating.

“1i'a been o very heavy
burden en teachers who have
been (setling up co-operative
education progran:s for their
pupils),” he said. "After a
couple of years, it becomes
very demanding on the
teachers, who put in uniold
number of hows fo keep it
running smoothly, and they
don't want to do it anymore.”’

With ald from the Hallon
board, teachers involved will
get some reliefl, Mr. Calver
raid,

The board adminisiration
plans to form three co-operat-
ive edyucation area commit-
tecs in north Halton, Burling-
ton and Oakville, o monitor
local student placements and
provide communication with
businesses.

Trustees also decided to
appoint a current employee of
ihe board for a two-year lerm
beginning Sept. 1 to develop
and co-ordinate the program
which requirea students to put
in at least 130 hawos of place-
ment time Lo earn a diploma
credit.

Currently, thete are aboul
250 high achool stidents taking

in such ams in
Hallon, most of them in Grade
ii or 12

“We-

Although enthuainstic about

the board’s participation in the
program, trusices . Beity
Fisher and Belly Walker are
concerned about transporta-
ticn problems students In
Halten Hills may be {acing
when enrolling in co-operative
education.
- "{t's dilferent in the north,”
trustee Fisher said, “We don'
have public {ranspoertation
other than for going le Gue!ph
or Torante.™

. Bhe fears that wilh trans-
toilon to job placements
ing the responsibllity of

sludenis thempelves, the

program will die In Halton

Hills.

Mrs. Fisher pointed out
during the board meeting that
\he coinparative lack of indu-
siry in north may end up
placing many Hzllon Hilis
sludents in work positions in
sopih Halton where indusiries
are more concenirated, This

TUNE-A-FISH

With Lelevision programping whal it s loday, even » ¢l

can et tired 30d wael (9 40 § lHitie channe] bopping. This fellse
decided that among his laveriie shows are cld
carioons and Jlim docamentaries on binds. Howerer, mosi of ihe
shows are simply for the “dogs*’, nod a cat’s time L1 betier spent

rulning ihe furaitare.

“Sylvester”

(flers}d photo)

poesibliity makes the lesue of
transportation worthy of seri-
ous cotmideration. Nol many
highschool sludents have cars,
Thus, without consldering the
problem of transportation, the
program may be doomad in
the north, warned Mry, Flshey,

However, buslness c¢o-
ordinator Al Renner, the man
respomible for developing the
co-operative educalion
trusiees were discussing,
docsn’t gee rans llon pro-
blems In the narth as a serious
obstacle. He thinks moel place-
menis can be arranged close to
the school, ellminating thal

problent.

if placements are arranged
that require transporiaiion, he
expects car pools can be
arranged and a solution I.'mmd
Jocally,

“]1 don't think trumpomum
is the main barrier,”” Mr,
Renner sald. But convincing
businessen (o think that tak
on & placement student is
for thern in the long run is. It's
4 selling thing we have o do.”

Convinclng buslnesses that
co-operative education iy a
viable program will be the job
of the reglon now, as it has
been of the individual teacher
promoting cormmunily links
for their students.

The program &n't jusl bogk-
Ing for support from blg busin-
ess. One-man [irms can make
excellent placements for
llli:jlm ll:ﬂml.l Mr, Hm
15




