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Georgetown needs

1982 solution
to Focal dilemma

With the reappointment of Coun.
Mike Armstrong as planning board
chairman last week, Halton Hiils
politicians readied themselves for
another ?’Eﬂl‘ {an election year at that)
of tackl nﬁ the oulstanding issues of
the day. Appointments of committee
chairmen, while hardly comparable to
. federal Cabinet selections, are an an-
nual responsibility that reflects in
some ways how council members (eel
about their colleagues and the jobs
they've been doing.

With Coun. Armstrong back in
the chair, we hope our civic leaders are
at last ready to make 1982 the year in
which long-standing concerns about
the future of Georgetown are resolved.
Specifically, we hope the months
before councillors hit the campaign
trail again will see a definitive solution
to the issue of Focal Properties Ltd.
and its claim to vacant lands south of
the community.

In 19881, while still under Coun,
Armstrong
board played a relatively low-profile
role, emerging as a major force only
when deliberations over the downtown
BlAs or Georgetown's Guelph Street
corridor ea local headlines. Apart

{from the main issues of the day, the

vboard’s work involved mostly one-shot
*matters, severance appeals and a few
housing starts,

' onsideration of the Focal
Properties bid to build 1,740 homes
gsouth of town Georgetown waited
through 1981 for word from the
ministry of environment, whose con-
sultants continue to study whether the
community’s sewage treatment plant
can accommaoxiate a larger population,
Early Indications showed the board
that there may well be potential for
substantial growth.

Town officlals say the ministry
decision Is expected at the end of this
month, with public hearings expected
to be scheduled for March.

's direction, the planning

[T

-develo

- town council chamber but a

Herald readers got used to the
Foeal issue during 1977 and 1978, when
the firm's threat to sue Halton Hills for
alleged breach of contract had enough
raetgpayers concerned that they for-
med a new association to independen-
tly monitor the situation and, if
necessary, advise council. _

The would-be lawsuit carried a

eat deal of political weight among all
actions, though councillors stead-
{astly refused to bow to pressure. In
those days, there were strongly-
worded confrontations between Briice
McLaughlin of Mississauga, who runs
Focal's parent company, and the town
fathers. No one, it seemed, fully com-
prehended the details of the
predicament, but many suspected
some elaborate backroom politicking.

After all that, it was probably a

god thing the dust was able to settle
ast year. Hopefully, the viewpoints of
councillors, ratepayers, voters and
rs alike have become clearer -
and all parties are prepared for some
level-headed planning in the best in-
terests of the community once that all-
important ministry revelation is

ready.
That's where the planning board

comes in, and we fervently hope Coun.

Armstrong, a mainstay veleran of the
_ uleter
voice at the regional level, has
prepared himself fully for afl the
ibilities. He's had time to do his
omework, much of it in conjunction
with now-departed ﬁlﬂﬂnnin director
Mario Venditti, and his handiing of the
Foeal issue, depending on just what the
ministry has to say this month, will no
doubt be a major highlight of his per-
sonal political career, =
verf'nne acknowledges that the
Focal problem is one big ""can of wor-
ma': best of Iuck with it, chairman
Mike - we're looking forward to a

" gound and expeditious solution this

year.
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Conservative Leader

long and sturdy stand agalnst
Minister
tion of the constitution would give him
and his party an exciting new rebirthin

*

Clark’s optimi in Quebec

perhaps a little premature

dHiawe Burean
of The Hernld

In one of his year-end interviews,
Joe Clark

the optimistic view that his
Prime
Trudeau’s unilateral patria-

And there is no doubt that Clark
fought a wvaliant batlle t the
government's original patriation

ckage. He played no small part in
preing Trudeau and Justice Minister
Jean Chretien to get back to the
bargaining table with tha 10 premiers
in search of a wider accord. The
original resplution, you will recall, was
only by the governmenta of

Ontario and New Brunswick.

It was Clark who led H;jarﬂa-
mentary fight egainst that utien,
often ogainst opposition from large
segmernts of the public and, even more
often, from segments of his own party.
For monlhs, he atood his .

" agelnat not only the federnl Liberals,

but also against Conservailve preril-
ers Willlam Davis and Richard
Hatfleld.

Whether one agrees with Clark's
stand s entirely beside the point, What
he did do, beyond any expressed doubt,
iz perform brillianly in Parliament
during that period.

QUEBEC EPOKESMAN

And after the government went
back lo the negotiating tnble and
reached an accord with nine of the 10
provinces, Clark and the vast majority
of his Lﬁn‘y supported the resulting
resolu in Parliament. But he took
advantage of every opportunity Lo urge
Quebec’s participation, and he even
undertook direct correspondence with
Premier Rene Lav e in an effort to
{lnd common . While Trudeau
and Chretlen held to the view that such
appeals were useless - on the grounds
that a Quebec government devoled to
separatism would never agree (o a new
constltutional accord - Clark was
relentless In his efforta, There were
occasions when the Albertsa-born
leader peemed to be the most effective
spokeaman In Parliament on behall of

the Quebec people.

And now, Clark hopes (o reap some
rewards (or his efforis.

“DOne of the side sdvanlages of the
constitutionsal position is that this party
now hay roots and potentizl In Quebec
that we haven't had for a long ilme,"”
Clark sald in ons of his year-end chats.
“That is important for the country
because It means that there {s now &
nationa! party that can bring the whole

country together...”
LITTLE CREDIT
He went on [o say that his pariy's
role in the constiiutional bble has
been “very roundly celebrated” in

- Quebec. “...while other party leaders

e

have gone down over the last year In
that province, my standing has gone up
sodramaticaily.” He referred Lo things
being said and ritten by commenta-
tors and editorjalizis.

Perhaps Clork |s bearing and
reading things that have escaped me -
gnd 1 don’t mean to be the least bit

. sarcastic hare - but il's my feeilng that
i afraction - -

the Tory laadey ia nol gotting
of Lhe credit due him in Quebec. Infact,
apart from a [ew generalired compli-
ments from editorial wrilers, Chri;.
doesn't figure promioently ib any o
the discussion. The constitutlonal
accord was reached between Trudeau
ond nine premiers, with all the
opposition coming {from Rene
Levesque, Even Quebec Liberal
Leader Claude Ryan, with his ““Canada
Clause'" compromises, ls being Lreated
as some sort of Interestod bystander.

Not even a Solomon could predict
how this whole constilutiona] business
wlll shake down over the next few
montha. Those who cling to potentially
populnr positions today could be swept
to tea by changing waves of public
opinlon - and others could be carried o
safety.

But I think it's far too early for
Clark to claim any dramallc new
breakthrough in Quebec for him or his

rty. With all due respect, we've
that many times b-:i?u‘c;a

Proposed information law
boasts growing price tag

]

of The Herald

The years drift by and there on the
horizon, just-insight but seemingly
never any closer, is the
government’s famed frecdom of
information law.

It has been in (he works nOw ono
way or another for more than aix
years, and Lbe price tag to deveiop it s
nearing §2 ~niilien,

After some initial Internal fumbl-
ings and hegitations, the 1978 minorily
Conzervatlve cabinet turned the idea
over to a Commission on Froodom of
Information and [ndlvidual Privacy,
usually called the Willlams
Comminssion after chairman Carlton
Willtams.

it reported in 1980 to [ormer
Mintster Without Portfollo Alan Pope,
and basically concluded that “'[scts™

pver Lhe freedom of Information job.

That was April 1981,

In Seplember that year Sterling
called g press conference 10 announce
he wasa't salisfled with the dralt
version of Pope’s blli and wanted It
over-hauled.

ile also wanted it to dovetall with

Mr. Justice Horace Krover's
recommendations concerning access
to, and privacy of health care records.

50 he was establishing a freedoin
of information task force under ecivil
servant and lawyer Carl Dombek to
writs both a position paper and new
draft Jegislation,

~ This was promised for mid-
December,

The word now is that the Lask
force, while finished, has yet 10 make
its presentation to cablnet. That may
happen this month, and if it does only
then will the drailt bill and position (or
whiie) paper bacome public.

Tho posillon paper explains the
seclions of the bill and why the
goverrunerit chote one oplicn rather
than another In its writing.

[n theory that means a (reedom of
information law sometime during the
spring session of the legislature, We'll

see, hawever,

Liberal and NDP critics, among
others, doubt It. Too many years and
too much study have convinced them
the government prefers to junk the
whola concept and cmduct business
as usual, .

KEEP WATCI

To truth, the actua) working of the
law may not be as Important a3 Lhe
attitude that goes into lt. In many ways
the Ontario government (s already
quite open, -

And the pari of the process that
the opposition parties would like to get
their hands upon--civil service advice
to ministers on palicy matlers—~ls geing
toc remain & closed boock no malier
whal.

What will be interesting to walch s
where Sterling draws the line belween
opinion-type materia) and socalled
*facta'" open to all.

" “K»ep an eye on the foliowing
vouple of itvmy or their valents:
—all government public opinion
palis
~ihe salary ranges of adminlstra-
tive staff al colleges and universilies.
If the bil] makes them available It
inay nol be too bhad,

musicals of all time, Edna Ferber's Shaw Boal
comes to the Hoxy for the last three days of the
week. This is the third fiiming of the Broadway hlt.
In the early days of the talkies, bijonde Luura La
Plante starred in the movie. A later version brought
Irene Dunne tostardam, along with Alan Jones, who
is ptaying in Torento Lhis week in the musicnl show
“Guys and Dolls™, The new Show Hoat is in
technicolor, and stars Howard Keel and Kathryn
Grayson, 1t was 8 successful novel lang before
Jerome Kern composed his beautiful musical
featuring songs like ““Why do { love youT", *'Bill"”,
“QOle Man Hiver", and “Make Believe™.

Council appointed a commitiee composed of
councillors Goodlet, McGilviay, MacDonaid and
Allen o find cut what other councils in North Halton
feel about the high school question. John Bell, Dr.
J.B. Milne and Waller Biehn, Georgetown represen-
tatives on the school board, had been asked o meed
with councll. Mr. Bell gave a resume of progress lo
date. When Georgelown joined the districy two years
ago, he sald, the question waa whether one ceniral
achoal would be built. Arguing for two years had
accomplished nothing. At present, 8 motion is on the
school beard's books to build new schools at
Georgetown and Aclon and relain the present one in
Milton. The schoo! board owns no schoal in Acton
and a poor one in Georgetown and the consensus of
councl] scermns to {ovor trying for one school for
Acton and Georgetown. 1f this doesn't work, they’ll

- go ahead with twe new schoals.

Members of the 1952 Esguesing township

council took the oath of office at the inaugural
mecting on Jan. 14 In the council chambers at
Stewarttown. The new council Is compoaed of Heeve
George Leslle, councillors Walter Linham, Depauty-
reeve Willred Bird, During discussion of business a
decision to engage a surveyor or engineer lomake a
survey of the walershed around the Credit River
wns made, with recommendalions f{or stopping
flooding which has caused serious properly damage
the past few years. The molion waa made afler &
petition had been received signed by several of the
resldents affected.
TWENTY YEARS AGO—Georgetown Midgets play-
ed In Milton Monday, defeating Milton 4 to 1.
Georgelown was on top of the Millon team (rom the
drop of the puck and it was a fest, clean game,
Wednesday, Georgetown hosted Milton, defeating
them 5to 1,

Appuiniment of the 1962 Industrial Commssl-
on has occupied a large share of the firsi two town
counci} meellngs and oplnlons differ on the
composition of the commiasion. Last ycar’a 10
member commission Included {our counclllors, {our
appointees of the Chamber of Commerce and two
Joycees. This year it would appear that council

representation might be cut to two and whether
counci] will choose its own oppointment slate or
accept advice from the Chambers seemed to be in
doubt Manday.

Driscussions between council's road commit-
tee and executives of Georgetown Businessmen’s
Association are slated for the near fulure on
projected plans for a downtown purking area. Last

consldernble groundwork was done on a plan
which would provide off-street parking eveniually

. behind some or-ali of the downtown atore distrfet
" and m bylaw was given two readings to initiate the

tegal procodure necessary when Jand Is acqulred for
this purpose, ;

TEN YEARS AGO-Seven hundred speciators
witnessed Georgetown's North Halton Ralders trip
up first place Welland Marauders in the Memorial
Arena Friday night, with a balanced attack that
should have produced an even wider margin of
victory than 4 o 2. The Raidera cwrently hold down
third spot in the OHA's Nisgara -Penlnsula
Intermediate A League, but have been steadlly

._ rising toward the top since ainking to one atop from
the basement,

Halton county should remain intacl and
should set up its own regional governmenl unit,
warden James Swanborough said Jast woeek as ho

* took office. Swanborough, the reeve of Burlingtan,

was the only candidate for the warden’s office. The
takeover by Hamilton of the Burlinglon aréa In
Halton county was proposed in a regional govern-
ment study lssued in November, 1969, by the Steele
Commission. Provincia) authoritica still haven't
matde a decision on the report. Swanborough says
the takeover would be the downizll of Halton. The
Stecle Commission, headed by lawyer Donald Steele
studled regional government in the Hoamliiton-
Wentworth County-Burlington aren. The Commissi-
on said a Metro Hamilton unit shauld be set up, and
Included in the Hamillon-centered region.

114, Dert Hinton of Acton announced last
week that he intends to seek the federal Progressive
Conservative nomination for the Halton riding.
Olhers who have indicated their wlllingness to
contest the election are Jomes Muir and Terence
(' Connor of Oakville, and possibly D, Ivan Hanler
of Milton. Rumor has -it that a Georgelown
candidate witl also join the race. A former warden
of Holion counity, Mr. Hinton has been on Aclon
councll and is eurrenily n member of the hoard of
directars of Sheridan College. He hny the support of
Acton and Esquesing township PC associatlons, he
said. The PC annual meeting will be Jan, 27 with the
nomimution convention March 15. = =
ONE YEAR AGO--Nomn-medical workers at George-
{own and District Memorinl Hospltal will meet
tomorrow {(Thursday} to discuss poesible strike
aclion in their contract dispute with the hospilal.
The 43 registered nursing asalstanis
ing, kltchen and laundry staff are members of Local
145 of the Canadlan Union of Public Employees, but
the hospitnl doean't belong to the central bargalning
unit of the Ontario Hoapital Astociation, s the local
len't recognized by the union.

A coroner's jury lnvestigating the drowni
death of Bruno Scodellare, 21, al Walerfalls PP
near Limehouse has called on Halton Hills to pass
safety bylaws governing the operation of privotely-
owned parks. The decision also says the provincia)
government showld pass similar legislation sccord-
ing to regulations outlined in a Red Cross Safety
Services brief. In making a long list of safety
regulations which include stalfing of both the pond
area (where Mr. Scodellaro drowned) and the
quarry with tralned lifeguards and posting swimm-
ing areas with hazard warming signa, the jury
recommended that park owner Joo Prucyk keep Lhe
park closed unill extensive safety changes are
made.

POET'S CORNER
The

Walking
Plow

As & Iad | ploughed (he pround
The sniy job then for me e be fouad

The horses (hey were hard and tough
You very seldom heard them pull
Would 15y o Xecep Lhose furrows
sirafght

There was os Uime (e siop or wall.

| would walk len mles each day

A steady grind, oo Urae Lo play

Every day you'd plow the same
amount

Step it by yds, thal's how you'd ceunt
Some Ulmes 1'd sirike a jageed stone
The plow hapdles leir » brulsed booe
A booken woult 0ake o7 care

Men those doys, were better stufl
Down by the preity liltle stream

1 was surely a painter's deeam

Way up in the spple iree

All the birds would slog Lo me
yver by the house, the bark of a dog
On edge of the swamp Lhe croak of &
frox

By the bush, the caw of 3 ¢crow

The blackest bird § ever did know

All these things, as [ plowed my way
They are ithe memories of my boyhend
day.

should be [reely available to the public
from the government, but civil service
“opinion” glven ministers should
remain secret,
and promised hlj hi;hlllu:u That

ur .
quickiy went by the board, as
considerable political and bureaucrat-
I resistancs arose against Pope's blas
la faver of maximum opennens.

NEW MAN

Later, Pops was promoted Lo

Jaycees Week

Jan. 31 to Feb. 6
Natural Resources Mizier lo & Fed the pigs, and milked (he cow Take ull da) lo 1€yime oot shiare

“f'f.'t”h‘ f” lr"f'ff]'l\"u orale
9 w ’f ff'{! _ mmﬁﬁmm "§ walked behind the walking plow Wﬂ-uhrﬂ.ﬂlrhaimﬂ

~Hy Albert Hrooks, -
HRZ, Aclon




