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Large area blacked out Saturday

High winds and cold
left us us in the dark

‘__.__'__ gt .
' W =

oy vy I "l . P it = ——
. g EE———

Tp gm w 1 Bl g e =
TR e p— R N e T ]

vy a
- g -

By CHRIS AAGAARD
Herald Scalf Writer

For the second weekend in
row, high winds znd unstable
weather conditions throughout
Ontario slowed or shut down
commerce, [orced school
buses off the roads ond
encouraged vesidents Lo
remaln indoors

The weckend cold snap,
coupled with gusting winds
reaching at limes up to B0
kllometers per hour, may have
contributed lo a power fall-
ure Saturday night which left
half of Georgetown oand
southern Esquesing wilhoul
light and many homes without
heat.

Police and fire department
officials in town reporied no
major [ncidents along road-
ways or in homes during the

blackout, which began just
after B osnd conlinued until
10:08 p.m. Saturday.

As winds whiskcd the limited
snowfall into blinding gus!s
and hazardous drifis and
temperatures plummetied 1o
30 degrees below zere, police-
men were forced (o direct
traffic at the Mountainview -
Guelph Street intersection in
Georgetown becouse street-
lamps ond Irafflc lights had
blinked out with the power
failure.

Haltorn Hills Mydro general
superintendent Hugh Camp-
bell 1old The Herald Monday
ihat a guy wire supporting a
wooden hydro pole near Pine-
view School on Trafolgar Road
snapped and fell across pawer
lines.

The shori circult immediate-

ly hlacked out homes as far
wesl as Highway 25 and as far
cast a5 Brampton. Homes In
Acton and the nerthern part of
town were unaffected,

When the power went oul,
Mr. Campbell explained,
hydro employecs begon a
syslematic check aof the
clrcuits feeding clectricily into
lown to pinpoint where the
break accorred. Crews were
shortly dispatehed to correct
the problem.

Zeller's department slore in
the Georgelown Markel Place
wag bpen 1o 9 p.mi. Salurday,
but had to close suddenly when
the power foiled -

Store manager Gordon
Finney sald that customers
were very understanding
about the inconvenience,
which shut! down the storn's

electric cash registers.

Under the ecerie glow of the
etiergency Jights in the store,
remaining cusiomers were
able to complele purchases as
clerks wrote up invoices and
dipped into money bags o
make change. Employees
remained in the store unti] the
power returned.

Although the high winds and
snowfell which lelt abeut five
centimeters throughout most
of southern Ontario continued

“umi) Monday morning, schools

gpened as usual o Halten

Hills.

However, schocl bus service

ground to o halt and scme
institutions reported 1that
‘many of their leaching staff
were having problems gelting
1o work. GO Transit trains ran
normally Monday bul bus
service to Georgelown and
Acton was inlerrupted because
ol bad weather,

Several minor calls for ald
were received by the George-

town Volunteer Ambulance NN ; ity A s e
Service during the blackout 4 Tk ?r:\ DLl ey N

- r i
_'.'-:‘.f'h = "J hﬂﬂi.‘

—rrw

ond throughout the weekend. %% S AV ; A

GVAS crews were also dis-
patched to belp ai accidents in
neighboring Brampton.

A spokesman with the
weather oflice at Toronlo
international aleport sald
temperatures will vecome
“more seasonal'’ teday (Wed-
nesday) and for the rest of the
week, hovering between minus
five and zero degrecs Celsius,

Parily cloudy conditions and
the possibility of snow flurries
complete the week's weather
forecast,

Otder movie-goers will probably look enviously st this pholo and wonder
why lhey weren't invited to participate In Georgetown LHtle Theatre's
{GLT's) recenl coloring conlest for kids held in conjuncileh with the
Chrlstmas productlon * Once Upon a Time™, Brackeied by chlldren's lbrarian

© RUKREIL: - DI

ENOUGH POPCORN FOR 101 MOVIES

Judl Slarkey (left) and GLT president John Roe, Angle Gambles picked up her -
bag of popcorn (almost half as big s ahe Is) for winning [n (he contest’s elght

Lo §2-year otd category. Colin Camphell won for his poster submlitied In the up
o seven years category. Runners-up [n the competition wetre Lieanna Colgan,

_Kevin McMurray, Michelle Robinson and Colln McMuwray, The photo was
taken ol the John Flloil Theatre box olfice Balurday. '

{ierald photo by Chris Aagaard)
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IT’S BALLINAFAD’S TURN

The centennlal celebrations of the Balllzafad Unlted Chureh congregatlon In 1978 included
the pablishlag of a booklet recording the history of the congregation. This aketch by Hoberl
Pinkerton adorns the cover of the booklet written by leng-iime members of the congregation. See
page AS for an la-depth look at Ballinafag United, part of our series on churches.

Pomeroy_denounces FIRA over firm’s closure

Hy CHRMIS AAGAARD
Herald Stalf Writer
With the fate of Irwin-Der-
sey Lid. [inally scaled, Mayor
Pete Pomeroy dropped the
gloves Mondaoy night, unleash-

| Roma’s annual thankyous
for town’s ‘Good Neighbors’

By ROMA TIMPSON
GNS Co-erdinator
Angther succeasful Good
Neighbor Service campaign
is drawing to a clrae and all

that remains ls send out’

lhank you cards to all who
helped and donated eliher
their time, money and food.
Actually, just zbout the
whole town was involved in
ane way or another when you
conslder the foct that so
many of the donors were the
students from all of our
schoola; in second spot would
be the many people who gave
threugh Lheir church,
We begin by thanking Har-
pld Fobert [or the warm,
comforiable place he gave us
to work En; Officers Raj
"Swaminathan and Bill
Phipps {Halton regional pol-
ice Milton delachment); ﬁb
Homing (his fourth year
helping) and Greg Quinn
(Georgetown District High
School}: Tom Garstke, Wan-
da Szymczyk and Robin
Thotmsen (Sheridan College
law enforcement course)
who picked up all the food

from the schools; Grace.

Martison of the Legion
Ladies Auxlliary who beiped
us by contactlng Lthe schools;
B ¢2 Waltes, Nelile Dell,
Mid Brunski, Alice Elilott
and Elsie Montgomery {Ley-
lan Auxillary) who helped
sort food und hetped pack the
baikets.

Alse helping to sort and
pack were Joyve Gosling
(Presldent of the Lioness

us a hand |3 Doug Woods, |
must make special tmention
ol Nellie Bell (Legion Auxil-
lary) who iook on the man-
eired job of dellvering out to
the couniry when she knew
we were sluck Dec. 24, And |
can't forget my good husb-
snd, who heips in many
ways. Thanka te all of you,

The bills are pald, there
will be more maney going
inlo the bank and happily we
have a balance {or next year.
Although the work s mainly
done in three to five days, it
begina in November with a
phoae call lo Gerdy Preston
to order turkeys and ends
sometime in Jonuary when
the last thankyou card is
mailed.

Deserving o large panrt of
the. credit for assuring this
year's campaign ran smoaoth-
ly was the help [romn Belly
Sandifer, Everyone needs
another ‘right hand’. Thanks,
Belly. Also a large thankyou
1o the Salvation Army, which
1ock ten families off pur lists
and did those whowere out in
the country, The Georgelown
Elks Club who sgain helped
us by taking six names off
out list, leaving our Lions
and other helpers to deiiver
the remaining 68 baakets.

I've been working with
Gordy Preaton for many
years now and, as before,
when Gordy saya he'll deliv-
er al a certain {ime, he's as
pood as hls ward, He makes
Qur that much easler.
Tha fto Pearce Porter,

years. Thanks so very much,
Rirls.

Several people sent food,
toys, gifls and they either left
it or gove us no nome. We
thank you for your thought-
fulness. Others seni us
cheques and asked to remain
anonymous. Our grateful
lhanks 1o you alse.

Qur local papers have been
a tremendous help in their
coverage of the Good Nelgh-
bor Service and it is much

ing a scathing condemmnation of
the federal government and its
Foreign Investment Review
Agency (FIRA).

Directly involved in discuss-
jans belween FIRA and the
Georgetown  plont's  parent
cumpany., Dow Jones Comp-
any of Delaware, which closed
Irwin-Dorsey Dec. 31 and
lerminated 21 Jocal jobs, May-
or Pomeroy had previﬂuﬂlﬁ
declined 10 comnient at lengt
an the matier.

With MP John McDermid,
he met FIRA officials in
Otlawn last month to discuss

the agency's declslon ordering’

Dow Jones to divest itsell of Its
Canadian publishing holdings,
or at least a major share of

them. Ralher than lose control
of 1the Guelph Streel plant, the
American parent chose o
close it. '

Deacribing his conclusions
on the Irwin-Dorsey closing as
"nersonal”, he charged that
FIRA is having 2 “negatlve
Impact" on Canadian industry
and warned that Canadinns
had “beiter brace themselves
for a lot more Irwin-Dorscys
and further secret and unex.
plained decislons'.

Mayor Pomeroy maininlned
that the government believes
FIRA is populor, protecting
Canadian business from belng
excessively controlled by for-
eign interests.

But, he said, FIRA appears
to lmpose *serious restrictlons
on the Indusirial growlh of our

counlry,

“N imposcs these restricl-
jons without any clearly defin-
¢d sel of guidelines for n
company lo become Canadian-
jzed, and therefore aveid the
FIRA process,” Mayor Pom-
eroy wrote In & letter 1o
council.

He added that the decision

Abased on FIRA's conclus-

jong), about whether a comp-
any 'ls attempling te “Canad-
iahize” is peac by the
federal cabinet in secret,
Alier the clesure was an-
nounced during a press con-

mewraaes | Town, school board
face off on sharing

Halton Hills Herald and the
Independent.

C ned on page AJ

By CHRIS AAGAARD
terald Bialf Wriler

Town recreation officials
and representatives of the
Halton separate school board
jare expeclted (0 meel next
week 1o try and resolve a
dispule over 1he beard's use of
ice time at civic nrenas.

Recreatlion director Tom
Shepard Iold councillors at
Monday night's mecting that
the town’s separate schools —
Georgetewn's Holy Cross, St
Francis of Assisi and Sacre
Coeur and Aclon's St, Joseph's
— have been making “unauthe
orized” use of the arenas
during school hours, racking
up ice time which cost the town
$6,000 (o $7.000 lasl year.

Mr, Shepard explained that
the 1own has o written arrang-
ement wilh the public school
board which allows students to
use municipal recreation facik-
ities free of charge during
school hours in return for
leiting the department book
school gym and classroom
space for other organizations.
Costs are compared annually

public schoals, Mr. Shepard
satd he ordered the lce lime
broken down belween the pub-
lic and rate schools and
discovered that about one third
of the lee time accumulated
during weekdays i3 used by the
separate schoals. :

Separate school (rustee
Irene McCauley told councill-
ors that her board has a2
writlen agreemenl only with
Burlington and argued that
Halton Hills has full use of the
separate schools’ playing
fields. A local lndies' basket-
bail league also used Holy
Cross’ gym last year. The
league now plays Wedneaday
nights at Centennial (public)
School,

Mr. Shepard acknowledged

that the rale achool board
has offered the town the use of
its schools after hours; bul, he
added, Halton Hllls has no
urgeni need for them at pres-
ent,

There are no actlvities book-
ed through the department
currently being run at any of
the separate achools be sald,

The separaie school’s us= of
the arenas is **‘something that
has o be pald for”, Mr.
Shepard malntained, *'and it Is
nol going to come out of my
budget””.

Left unresolved while the
town formulates a new budget,
ihe lee time dispule could show
up o a $6,000 Lo $7,000 deficit in
the red department’'s budget
allocated  yearly (o assist
community erganizations.

{erence called by Irwin-Dorsey
president Dick Willis Nov. 13,
Mayer Porneroy and Mr. Mc-
Bermid met wilh FIRA offic-
fala.

Al the time, Kayor Pomeroy
gaid he ho the meeting
would reveal more about how
FIRA operates and how it
arrlved at the decision to close
Irwin-Dersey, forcing 21 peo-
ple oul of work. The seven
sales reps for the flem have
joined Richard D. Irwin’s gales
force and will continue to sell
books In Canada.

“1 found this whole itssue,

including the meellng wilh

‘God help real Canadians’- mayor

FIRA officials, one of the most
frusirallng exerclses in iy

very brief political carcer,’™ he
slates in 1he letier,

“if Ihis i3 the kind of
mandate our (ederal leaders
think lhey have been sent to
Oltawa 1o exercise, God help
the real Canadians''. |

Inanctherwise bitter lnveel-
Ive about FIRA policies, May-
or Pomeroy saved his highest
praise [(or Mr. MeDermld,
thanking him for hls efforts In
the Irwin-Dorsey issue und
describing the MP's dedication
as an elected official as "'wee-
ond to none",

Where there’s |

SmOkeu- R

Town council’s long ninning anateur musical, “When
Smoke Gets In Your Eyes”, began a second season of
semi-reguiar performances last Monday night. As pari of
her catnpalgn to clear council chambers of Lhe often noxious
clouds which build up, especially during long meetings,
Coun. Marilyn Serfeantson, joined by Mayor Pete Pomervy,
attempted 1o pass a resojution prohiblting smoking in the
chambers. Counell, however, voled to table the motlon uniil
councillors Roy Boolh and Mike Armstrong, both smokers,
are present at a future meetlng. Coun, Serjeantson recently
suggested that the town look into getting atr purifiers foc the
chambers.

Club} Ed and Siera Vab
Hoekelen (Haly Cross
Church) and Cathy Johnson,
Helping with Lhe deliveries
ﬂftngﬂﬂ Poirier and Gib
Telford (Legion), and Hono
Breen can always be counted
on o gel & teamn of Lion Club
members out {o do the dellv-
eries. This year they were,
besides Ron, Pearce Pocter,
Howard Muphy, Carl Han-
soi, Bob Gordon and Frank
Grifle.

Another fellow who glves

who coaigns the cheques,
and xll the help you've given
with deliveries.

Ah, yves, Last but not least,
where would Lhe Good
MNeighbor Service be without
those fabulous Kineties?
Thelr ranks are few, but they
do the job of many. Under
crowded clrcumstances,
with lim!ted lime and only &
hangiul of members, they did
a truly fine job of making up
toys for over 80 children from
the very small into the (leen

and arrangements are made in
the [ollowing year to [ron out
major inquities.

However, Mr, Shepard said,
the town has no such agree-
ment with {he separale
schools, and ynti] the town has
been compensated in some
way, naly public school stud-
ents will be allowed 1o use the
arenas.

Lasl ycar, the rec depart-
men! discovercd thal the use of
the arenas by separate schools
was monitored along wilh the

ticorgelown residents Roma Timpson (right) and Betly
Sandlfer have been showlng thelr townsfolk for years how = litile
organivaiion and some volunteer effori can make Chrisimas a lot
-merrier loc dozens of local families whose Incomes don’t allow
them the comloris of Lhe season we all Lake for granied. Stecking
boxss and bashets with food, children's toys and » few other
Yulelide lagredients - all donaled by arez bBusinesses and
iodlvidoals - 8 jusi one of the lesks Mrs, Timpsen co-ardinntes
every December for the Good Nelghbor Service with Mrs.
Sandlies's pereants] kelp. The other jobs, Irsm pich-up Lo
deilvery, are undertaken by volanieers from every wsik of Ilfe,
saying more than sny (hristmas card nboul the truwe spirit of the
SeAL0n,

PIPIN’' HOT

Braden Hulme of Georgelown, nge 11, recently passed
Inlermedinte Bagpiping, Level One. Presenling him with his
cerlificate, s Bill MacPhall, coordinator of plping and
drumming ¢lasses sl Sbheridan College In Oahville. Hraden
slicnded the two-week summer school al Kbheridan, in Jaly,
where he wan Leated for this level, and nlso Ued for second place
in the solo-piping competition held oa the last day of the school.
Braden, the younger son of Francis and Virglola Hulme of
Gme::wn. has been Laking bagpipe lesions alace he was cight
years old.

(Herald file phots) (Fhoto sabmhied)




