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1981

Best of times,
worst of times

Again this year, Herald staflers have put thelr memorles together for a look back at 1881

and have chosen the “bests" and the “worsts’ from 12 months of back lasues,

- NEWSMAKER OF THE YEAR; Taking over the title held by Terry Fax in 1980 was o
of individuals who were already hard at work on thelr task when 1981 began. This past October,
the Halton Hills Library-Cultural Centre became a reality, and most of the credit goes to the
following citizens who share “ Newsmaker' honots: Pete Pomeray, Ab Tennant, Itex Heslop, Tom
Shepard, Derek Joynes, Dick Howlit, Anne Irvine and Betsy Cornwell, Kelth Wagland, Rud
Whililng, John Roe and Hank Huhignen,

NEWS EVENT OF THE YEAR: In 1980, once again, it was the Marathon of Hope. Last
year, no one can deny that the arls complex held our attention and made good on its promise of a
gala opening celebration and a *great leap forward™ for the cultural scena In Halton Hills,

LOCAL POLITICIAN OF THE YEAR: MPP Julian Reed edges out Mayor Pete Pomeroy
for this honer Lhe same way he edged Conservative candidate Fran Balnes in the March proviocial
- election. While Mayor Pomeroy, who we cheac as “'top politiclan” in 1980, was more visuai in '81,

Mr. Reed at least deserves credil for the cool, if uninspired, campaign he quielly ran on the
sidelines of an election dominated by Mrs. Balnes’ internal party woes. He ended up with 13,395
voices compared to Mrs. Balnes’ 12,877 and the NDP's 3,500, and (s now in his third term,

SERVICE CLUB OF THE YEAR: The Kinamen Clul of Georgetown Is just too busy to go
unnoticed in this category, which the Rotary Club dominated in 1080, As well a8 continuing their
annuzl programs in 1981 - the various fund-ralsing dances and sales which help finance parketies
and other community needs - the Kinsmen and Kinettes took overs alpand operation of the
Grand Prix soap box derby, helped Darry! Sittler build Rennld McDonald House in Toronto and
helped other clubs at Winterfest and the Santa Claus parade. They also took senlors on a Lour of
Christmas lights, financed a dialysis camp for kidney patients up north, bullt & hoapital wing for
an Alfrican nation and helped cystic fibroals patients with the annun] Bump-{or-Life,
i?um category are the Lions, who keep Herald reporters and photographers almost as busy as the

imamen. :

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR: With all due respect to the Georgelown Chamber of
Commerce’s nod to the Dominion Seed House in 1881, The Herald chooses the William McNally
Consiruction Company, which started out the year by making a $10,000 donation to the new arts
complex fund and ended the year, fittingly enough, by winning Willlam Nellson's contraet to
expand their local plant. Runners-up are the Pennleaworth shop In downlown Georgetown and
Rex tHeslop Associates, both of which helped the Georgetown library maintaln its services by
providing ternporary quarters during the aris complex’s construction,

BEST NEWS OF THE YEAR: In tho wake of Canada’s econemic nosedive, our businesses
and Industries secmed to have only bad news to report, with the sipgular exceplion of MNellson's
plans to bring thelr full dairy operation here from Guelph. Ready to go In ‘B2, the expanded
quarters wiil mean 200 more jcbs. g & : e TR g

WORST NEWS OF THE YEAR: The masasive number of lay-olfs, plus closure of
Irwin-Dorsey Ltd. and econtlnulng problems at Abitibi-Price, make 1981 one big, grim memory of
hundreds of Halton Hills workers. Also [n this category, unfortunately, are o number of smaller
tragedies, including the accidental deaths of Herb Wilde and Willlam Smeaton of Georgetawn, the
drawnings of {wo Toronlo men at Waterfalls playground, the drowning of young Scott Kavacs of
‘Toronte during the Credit flood in February, the drowning of a three-year old Acton child, the
murder in October of an Acton woman and, last but not least, the passing of Terry Fox,

COMMUNITY PROJECT OF THE YEAR: By rights, we feel the arts complex nlso
deserves this honor, since somany reaidents contributed generously, but we'd like to shine a little
light, as it were, on the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce's and Ratepayers Assoclation’s *{
Love Georgetown" campalgn of last summer, It may have made many Acton and Esquesing

Jresidents wonder, but it showed what a llttie promotion can do. Runners-up Include Roma
- Timpson's Good Neighbor Service, the ActiVan project and the hosplce care interest group
formed during four sessions examining care for the dying.

DISAPPOINTMENT OF THE YEAR: More trouble along the banka of the Credit River in
Norval and Glen Willlams, desplte a major and expensive atlempt to rectify the situation: we
hope it won't happen agaln. Nothing could have been done by authoritles to save the Toroato boy's
itfe, but the business in the old Barber paper mill, Deltacraft, shouldn't have to worry about flooda
I the dam's contral gate and stream dredging did their work properly. -

GRAND OPENING OF THE YEAR: We'll give you one guess and ita Inftlals are Lthe
‘HHL-CC; If you missed lls opening, visit the site of the old Georgetown library at Chureh and

Market Streets. Runners-up, and it muat have been a bumper crop year, include the Acton senior
citizens apartments, the new Haiton reglonal police headquarters In Georgetown, the Silver Creek
Conservation Area, the new Acton Red Cross chapter, the Jehovah Witnesses' Walchiower
complex, and several new businesses, plus new quarters for A.E. LePage and Fobert realtles and
the Westinghouse Terminal Warehouse.

ONGOING ISSUE OF THE YEAR: The question of Focal es and thelr claim over
land south of Georgetown is still with us, and studies are underway to give a long-awaltod answer,
but in 1981, the Acton town hall seemed forever In the news. Its ultimate fate has turned from rosy
togrim these past 12 months, and by this time next year, we'll likely be Including the 100-year old
Btruciure jn our “*Mlissing in Actlon” category, Runners-up include the Site *F" régional landfill
dump, the Croatian-Canadian complex nesr Norva! and the fate of local farming in general.

MISSING IN ACTION IN 19811 Hallon director of education Em Lavender, now salllng off
into retirement; Halton treasurer Don Farmer, whereabouts unknown: Halton clerk Garfisld
Brown, approaching retirement; Halton business development offlcer Bl Marshall, pow doing
the same for Ottawd-Carleton; former Georgetowners Jim and Rita Barrett ( runner-up
Newsmakers [n 1980} now living in Grande Cache, Alberta; long-time realtor W.F. Huater, now
almost retired, a former reeve and councl) member: Halton Hills planning director Mario
Vendiltl, now doing the same for Guelph; Halton Hills recreation co-ordinator Jennifer Linton:
GDHS principal Michael Furlong, retired from the flold after 13 years In Georgetown; Nornie
Studio for Lhe Performing Arts, closed due to finanelal problems whils Nornie Productions
continues presenting shows; the Junlor Miss Halton Hills pageant, scheduled for repeat show at
the Georgetown fall falr, cancelled due to shortage of volunteers to opernte it.

HERALD FEATURE OF THE YEAR: Last summer, Astra Pape started visiling
the churches and congregsalions of Halton HLls for historical ntudles of Lhe various folths in town,
Carried on since summer by reporter Anl Pederlan, the series is now in its 16th episode and stil]
going strong, constantiy uncovering litle-known facts about the different churches. Augmenting
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When the Hawk rolls Into 8 “small town™ like Halion Hills, you can bet there'll be
excliement. Ronnle Hawhkios' pre-concert publicliy visit gave town recrealion director Tom
Shepard and coordinator Joy Gwillsm a chance to grab an sutograph from the veteran rocker,
who taught Bob Dylan's old back-up band (known az The Dand) just mbout everything they know.
Hawklny went on (o dazzle lwo Elllott Thealre sudlences with his gnod-nalored country and
rockablily tunes lale In Ocloder,

Caucus Tories make sure

media stay on Joe’s back

By Stewart
Macl.eod

Otiawa Bureau

" of The Herald
I would like, just for tedny, to
return to that admonishment given to
the media by Peter Blaikle, the highly-
artlculnte
Conservative Party who sald it was

time for us to lay off the leadership

question. Blalkle's suggestion came
Immediately after the party's execut-
ive commiitee had declded not to hold
a general conventien untll January,
1983 - desplie the fnet that opponents of
Parly Leader Joe Clark wanted an
earlier test of leadership,

The decislon wan viewed, particul-
arly oy Blalkle, as reason for putting
an end to further discussien on the
leader’s future. “As far gs I am
concerned, he (Clark) ls going to lead
the party Into the next election and
we're golng to win it," soid the
presldent. And with that, he told the
media Lo lay off the subject which, In
his oplnlon, had just been settled.

Having already dhrc%:lrdrd his
wishes on one oecaslon, I hesltate {o

ldent of the Progressive -

raise the tople agaln, but 1 do feel
rather strongly that Blalkle misdirect-
ed his admon!shment.
MISDIRECTED
From my vanlage point, It's not

the media Lhat's to blame, it is a

sizeable portion of the Tory caucus,
And perhaps thoe inlcrests of party
unity would have been better served
had the president appeared before the
party’s 12-member caucus with & plea
for silence on the leadership iasye.
Despite Blalkie's propouncement Lhat
the leadership question |s no longer a
subject for discusaion, and despite Joo
Clark’s repeated reminders that thls
tssue now is behind him, I can't recall a
period when so0 many Tory MPs have
been ta about -nothigg .
MP Gdry Gurbin from the Ontario
riding of Bruce-Grey, actually resign-
ed from caucus,

To suggest that the Conservative
caucus, in the wake of thaot executive
meeting, now |a reunited behind jts
leader is simply not true. In fact, that
executlve declslon seema to have
angered a good many MPs who feel
thelr views were not adequately
represenied. In any event, there has
been an eruption of anger in the
corridors of Parliament within the last
week, And it's not an Isolated opinion
an my part. Many other journallsts are
teporting an inordinate number of
late-night telephone ezlls from
digsident Tories.

Just the other day, a Canadian
Press slory referred to the fact that
same Tory MPs were “seething™ over
the executive's declslon not to hold a
national conventlon next yvear to tackle

¢ise. Qna -

the leadership question, And o headline
over o Southam News Service story
sald that "Guerrilla War could Jead to
Joe's downfall.""
MORE DISUNITY
Irorleally, since Blaikle
ndministered his admonlshment, there

seems to have been more discussion

about Tory disunlty than before the
cxecutive reached lis near-unanimous
declslon. Some articles have said that
three-quariers of the Tory caucus now
is demanding an early leadership vote:
other storles say only half the caucus
feels his way. I haven't done any
counting, but the flgure is unquestion-
ably high,

And while the executive has decid-
ed that.lhe: next nationak.convestion
won't be held untit January, 1983,
several MPa have made -a point of
saylng the executive can meet nytime
to change this decislion. I've heard this
dizcussed a number of times by the
members, none of whom, naturally,
arc willing to Idenilly themselves,

H these MPs sericusly theught that
Prime Minister Trudeau would stay
around to lead the Liberals into the
next eclection, Blalkie might easily
succeed in quleling the Clark critics.
But few really think Trudeau will
remain much longer, and there are
widespread Tory fears of the Grits
gettlng the jump with & new leader who
would call an immediate electlon. Any
fresh face pt this time would have an
enormous advantage,

Idon’t know what will happen with
Lhe Conservatives ever the next year,
The onily thing I do know is that the
leadership lssue is far from setlled.

NDP’s defence against writer

shows lack of key concept

By Derek
Nelson

Queen's Park Bureau’
of The Heranid
Moybe It was because the words
carrled the sting of (ruth thal retirlng
NDP Leader Michael Cassidy became
=0 agitated when he read them.
Cossldy, In nn extraordinary

8 h in the Assembly here, clolmed

o "privileges' of all MPPs were
brenched by a Claire Hoy article in the
Toronto Sun.

This "most viclous atlnck™, ns
Cassidy called it, accused the Neow
Democrata of hypocrisy in  Lhelr
support for Solidarity's struggle to stay
alive int Poland.

“Alter all, the tetalitarian regime
af the Savlel Unlen 18 simply o logical
cxtension of thelr own lust for a
state-dominnted cure-all here,” Hoy
wrote.

Not true, Caossldy protested,
suggesting soclal democratic govern-
ments such as those In Germany and
Saskatehewan were not totalltarian,

But listening to Coazsldy's clalm of

how fervenily the NDP was opposing

the Sovict-ordered crackdown on
Solidarily, [ was struck by the absence
of one word.
While he spoke of “humnn rights'*
-and “politlcal and econvtnic democra-
cy", not once did Cussldy's longue
manzge Lo mouth the word “freedom’,
And Lhat is what i3 missing lrom
the socinl democratic vocabulary.
Security 18 their retiglon, protect-
ing everybody from birth (although not

in the womb) {o death, while always
agsuming that private economic
success can only be accomplished at
someons clse’s expense.

In soclal democratic regimes
ccanomle freedom only exlsts to the
degree an underground economy
flourlshes {(and it invariably does).
There the state can't get its silcky
(ingers on pecple’s wexnlth to redlstri-
bute It, : '

I bave yet to meel a New Democral

- willing to put curba on Lhe power of the

stale to sclze wealth, which may

explaln why the very basis of a [ree

society-the right to own properiy-was

excluded from our shiny new conatltu-

tion at the insistence of Saskatchowan.
BIG MFFERENCE

One fundamentnl difference does
exlst, mind you, belween social
democratic and Communist govern-
ments. Social democrals do not
subscribe to the gulag, o difference not
{o be eneczed at.

Interestingly, what soclal
democrats likely do prefer was
slgnalled by Cassldy himself when he
called far Hoy's 'feliow joutrnallsis™ lo
“censure’’ him for hiy remarks, Grou
Lhink s the nama of thelr game, whic
fs rather f{itting for a collectivist
rmentality.

POET’S CORNER

And true, too, socla] democrats do
allow elecliona, although when they
loae pawer thelr siuccessors are not
allowed to do more than tinker with the
nanny stato they've created.

MAJOR POINT _
. But put those polnts aside, The
fundamental hypocerisy of the New
Bemocratic Party when it comes to
Soviet E?mmunhm is iis mm to
fund and {avor the weapons requlred to
kecp the barbarians beyond the Elbe.

Resolutions are nice, bul lyrants
respect only force,

Against Hitler 35 years ago the
NDP's predecessor, theold CCF, urged
[irst, atop that maon; and second, that
Canada remaln disarmed. The party
has changed nothing but its name
since.

Iis forelgn pollcy ls one of leaving
NATO and NORAD, of “neulrality”
between sociclles with relative palitic-
al freedom and thogse with none at all,

I Bceepl the honesty of their
suppart for Solidarity, and perhaps it is
not hypocrisy, but just plain stupldity,
{hat makes soclal democrats here
(unlike some In Europe) think Russia
is o pusay ¢at, : '

Tiger wowld bo & more accurale
descriplion, and o world with tigers
needs tiger guns.,

THIRTY YEARS AGO--Wllired Bird, a member of
Esquesing council for flve vears was elected

reove in Monday's election. Mr. Bird recelved 864
voles. His opponent H, Cralg Reld, alsa a member of
council for five yenrs, received 438 voles. With four

-men secking the three council seats, slectors chose

George Currle who retired as reeve this vear,
Willlam Schenk, a newcomer, and Walter Linham, a
council member. R.N. Brown, a former councillor
was Lthe unsuccesaful candidate, The election, the
first In five years for the township, drew slightiy
over 50 per cent of the volers.,

The Stnith and Stone “staff house" on Maple
Avenue has been sold to Mr. C. Henderson, owner of
& Toronto transport business, who expects to move
out to Georgetown thia spring. One of Georgetown's
finest horaes, it will be kept by the new owner as a
year-round residence. It became vacant last fall
when Brigadler and Mrs, F.C. Wallace moved to the
city. Beautifully Inndacaped, it ls one of George-
town’s besl ocated homea commanding a view of
the valley, The house was owned by Mrs. D.L.

Herbert before it was sold to the Smith and Stons

{irm some elght years ago.

.. The CBC arranged the special broadeast on

New Year's Eve from the Acton town hall which was
carricd across Canada by the radio network, The
broadeast tried to show what New Year's is likaina
typlcal Canadlan zmall town and provided
commentator Don Fairbalr, tenor Gearge Murray,
singer Bonnle Carlisle and Rusa Gerow's Orchestra,
while Ernle Packer, well-known district man called
off for tho “squarea”,
TWENTY YEARS AGO-The Burlington Gazelte
says Wlifred Bird, reeve of esing Township,
wili likely be warden of Halton County in 1062
Although the cholee of warden will not be made until
mid-January by tho special striklng commitice of
county councll, Mr. Bird {s regarded as the favorite
by sources close to county council,

R.J. Cunningham of RR2 Georgelown ls the
1862 chairman of the Esquesing Township School
Board. He was named to the post Tuesday night
when the board held its lnaugural meeting In
Stewarttown Hall, sueceeding Clarence Coles. Mrs,
Robert Armstrong I8 vicechalrman and H.E.
Batkin is the board secretary. The new member
William Lawson was welcomed by the returned
members,

Two-hundred ond sixty-twe homes in the
$13,000 to §20,000 price range will be constructed on
the Moore Park subdivision, it was discloged
yeslerday. The first 87 will be atarted In the early
Bpring. A news release said some neighborbood
shopping planned for the property faclng Highway 7
2nd an indusirinl area southeast of the CNR tracks
and adjacent to the corporatlon line hos been
approved by couneil,

Christmas and New Year's greetings came to
Geargetown from all parts of the globe, station
master John Elliott revealed to the Herald. Over the
holidays 400 telegrams were received and 340 sent
out. The majority went to Great Britain and Ireland.

TEN YEARS AGO-Halton board of education
officlals anticipate a slight deerease in total
enrciment in the county’s elementary schools in the
next few years, With this year's enrolment offlclally
set al 32,685, board olficials are predicting a
continuous decrease up to 1974, ot

- - 'Georgefown Market Centre: has changed
ownershlp. Tenants were notified this week that, as

of Dec, 31, gwnership is vested in four companles -
237055 Investments Ltd., Net Jac Corporation Lid.,

LC.I. Realty Lid. and 251232 Properties Ltd. The

plaza, the first phase of which was built by Rex .

Heslop when he developed a large residential,
Industrial commercial complex in Georgetown's
cast end, was owned by S.B. McLaughlln
Associates, which the property a few
years pgo. This year a major addition was mada
which iacludes the new Zeller's siore, Gorden's
Shoes, Image Feshions, Ricel Colffure, Bank of
Montreal and the relocated Eric's Hardware .
Future residents of Chelton Street in Glen
Williams, where houses are pow belng built are
guarnnieed a finished road In front of their homes. A

$,000 bond was posted by the law firm of Helson .

Boines and Langdon for their cllent who was
tmnam.ed, guaran the completion of the road.
Councll made the posting of a bond for the road a
condition for the issuing of bullding permits.
Young Georgetown alhletes who put the town
on the map with oustanding achievernents provinel-
nlly and nationatly were the guests of the town at an
awards dinner at Georgetown Golf and Country
Club Wednesday, The dinner and awards night will
be perpetuated as long ns Georgetown individuals
and (eama contlnue to gain sports honors. Four
individual presentations were made. Wendy
Bouskill wos an Onlario finalist for Bantam bowling
honors; George Watt was a Georgetown representa-
tive on the Ontario bantam soccer team which
played in Montreal; Rob Morrow was selected to
coach that team, and young Davie Paterson was
runnar-up in o provincial soccer skill conlest,
ONE YEAR AGO-Desplte & police warning that
Georgetown's loitering problem may worgen as a
result, councll has approved extended operating
hours for the “Games People Play" poolhall in the
Haiton Hills Shopping Plaza. A Halton reglonsal
tica report warning that Milton streets have more
cllerers since poclhall and arcade hours were
extended there was not taken seriously with council
agreeing to let Howard and Lucla Oram keep their
Guelph Street games room open untll midnight
through the week and until 10 p.m. Sundayn. It was
the Oram's third attempt to get council's approval.
McNally Coratruction Ltd. of Georgetown
may have lost the contract to bulld the town's

Ubrary-cultural centre last Jurie but that hasn't

stopped It from making a generous §10,000 donation
to the project now underway om Market Street.
Builders of the Silver Croek Towers apartments on
Park Avenue, the {irm said it was grateful to Mayor
Pete Pomeroy and his admlnistration for *
our gpartment complex {o completion after pina
years of frustralion. We've made money in the town
and we wanted to put something back into it.”
Georgelown Chamber of Commerce presldent
Bill Crawford 1a optimistic that the tirban boundary
study in Georgetown will mean some controlled
industrial and residential growth for the town in the
coming years. The citlzens of etown are
aware of tho community's needs snd they wili
support the plan, he said. Mr. Crawiord em

- that the town must have conltrol over industria) and

residentln! development to prevent an imbalance
from causing probiema,

-

Government Leaders

coatrol, :

GUilve Lo leaders the gift of brala,
1.t him feel the responsible strain.
So that he within must care,

He needs the gift of knowledgo to bear,

Nol to mislead with bluff,

Be & mon and do your stuff.
Thousands of people counl on you,
iive clean, show your irue,

D nol plan lor your own,

You have power, let Il be known,
Muny people won't wale too long,
Flease the public If you want to be
strong,

Today your powers they are weak,
Bustness s a tronbletome streak,
They who hold the power of law,

Silr up tempors for a elvil war.

Too many buslnesses government

Ask the public a selflsh goal.

Only government workers today,

Who get the best of pay.

Wea who produce must work for loss,

They will flnd cut who i3 hoas.

You niced brains and knowledgo too,

Your present ways will never do.
--By Albert Brooks,

RILE Acton
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