A Division of Canadian Newspapers Company Limited
45 Guelph Street, Georgetown L7G 326, Ontario

FIBEOMN
AV, ARD

1981 PAUL DORSEY

Editor
PHONE 877-2201

PAUL J, TAYLOR, Publisher
and General Manager

DAVID BEATTIE
Advertising Manager -

Second Class Mail Reglstered Number - 0343

Page 4 - SECTION A, THE HERALD, Thursday, December 24, 1881

Private purchase not solution

deserve applause

We share the sense of shock that
must have enveloped one particularly
ambitious group of Actonians Monday
night when town council decided that

ublic funds will not be used to restore

e hundred-year old Acton town hall.

it was, after all, council’s initial
sanctioning of the restoration project
that spurred the group fo launch a
massive mail-out campaign for public
contributions and to conceive the im-
pressive Actario lottery,

That was almost five years ago.
Altho cautious from the outset,
councii generally applauded the
E_ll'uup's ambition to preserve a part of

eir community’s heritage and said
“Yes, if you can raise this much money
for the restoration, we'll contribute
this much from tax revenues.”

It bothers us as much as it bothers
these forthright, hard-working Ac-
tonians, then, that council would now
throw up its hands because restoration
is not as financially feasible today as it
was five years ago. Surely the sharp
increase in renovation costs could have
been predicted when council gave that
first tentative caution liFh to Ac-
tonians to proceed with fund-raising
plans.

Now, unless the two citizens’
committees involved can devise a plan
to huﬁuthe hall privately, it would a
- ggar t all the money raised must
- dispersed among the- contributors;
with some Actario funds probably
guing{to charity.,

-¥ye suspect that councillors who
opposed the restoration Monday night
maif have had a harder time justifying
their opposition had not some 400 Ac-
tonians signed a petition to stop council
from sl)endinEmPubhc money on the
restoration. There was no opposition to
the project apparent in Acton when the
restoration was Initially proposed five
years ago, and thus the building's
refurbishment seemed that much
more of a community identity project.

We wonder how much of a surprise
that petition was for members of the
Actario and restoration committees,
We also wonder how much weight
Coun. Harry Levy carries on council in
view of his threat to quit as council's
budget chairman if the restoration was
approved. Apparently, Mayor Pete
Pomeroy’s whole-hearted endor-
sement of the restoration did not im-
press council members as much.

Right or wrong, council has
decided to forget the town hall, at least
until the restoration committee
decides itself whether to pursue the
matter further. Frankly, it seems ab-
surd to us that private citizens would
consider purchasing the building now
however noble their intention, Without
a magnanimous benefactor in the form
of some corporate sponsor, perhaps,
the continued efforts to restore the
town hall a ;gear financially ludicrous,

We feel the project should now be
abandoned and the hall demolished.
Let's hope the demolition does not
become a symbol of Acton’s lost iden-
tity, as some have predicted.

But even if the project were serap-
ped tomorrow, let no council member

nor petition signer forget what the

restoration and Actario committees
tried to do for them. Those opposed to

. the restoration mazafeel the idea was
foolish from the s
- subjectively, the committees’ under-

rt, but examined

takugﬁ has been as generous and com-
munity-minded as any project we've
seen here. .

We sincerely hope that the com-
mittee members will not be frustrated
by council's decision to the point where
they turn their backs on further com-
munity involvement. It would be an
understandable reaction after five
years' effort, but with the en-
couragement of their fellow citizens,
we hope these people will now furn
their attention to other worthwhile en-
deavors.

Bible’s ‘hit’ song

“Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace among men with whom
heis pleased’’ Luke 2:14

“There is no heaven above and
no hell below’’. So sang John Lennon;
the rock star murdered a year ago.
Lennon's world often appeared to be
very empty, bleak and meaningless.
Many of the songs we listen to express

hopelessness;, bitterness and cynicism.

The song quoted from the Bible
is the one sung lun%hagq by the host of
angels as Christ, the etérnal Son of
God, was born of Mary in Bethlehem,
This song was not a hit then and it is
not today. In all likelihood, it will not
ever become a hit in this world.

Why not, one may well ask? Is it
because we have to believe in angels
and what they do? Is it because we
have to believe in God the Lord and
what He does? Undoubtedly, this is so.

I have to believe in the Lord and

: ful]jr trust Him for his Tvromises before

I can really sing this song and it
becomes part of my life. Or, T have to
conclude that this is an old song, and
along with most songs it has become a
collector’'s item. Now, once a year we
take this beautiful old song and some
other ones and we play them again.

There is something about this
song. Glory to God in the highest and
on earth peace, it says. I may have a
praising heart all the time, I may have
a life to the Lord. I may be captured by
him in whose honor this song was sung.
) This songwriter is not dead, He
15 the ever living God! Christmas is
more than just a song at this time. It is:
much, much more, It is truth.,.and
life...and peace!

—By Rev, John De Jon
Christian Reformed Chure

Happy holiday!

With the last story sent down to our
typesetters and Brian, our press
foreman, having switched off his
mammoth machines for the last time
before Christmas, Herald staff mem-
bers have settled into a comfortable,
nostalgic reflection of the yuletide
season, '

One can't help but feel the touch of ;
Christmas joy in the air - especially for
our typesetters, who have been busily
| Esm readm&ESanta’a letters of relaly to

; thousands of avid Halton Hills ad-
mirers. :

Greeling and helping citizens at
our front desk, our office staff have
seen the qluwing faces 6f youngsters
- when they've been given a candy cane
of{ our little white tmas tree.
Qur I"E?OI‘IEI‘H have. felt the true
meaning of the Christmas spirit in
many ways as they attended a

multitude of Christmas shows and
watched service clubs and charity
Ernups sharing their. happiness and
elp to the less privileged. But
through it all, we've seen the com-
munity at large pull together cheerily
to provide for their families and the
less fortunate for this special time of
year,

We at The Herald feel verg for-
{tunate to be supported so well by the
::nm;n_unitr towards our goal of
ﬁl‘ﬂﬂdm he best possible news in

alton Hills, Contributing writers, let-
ters to the editor and crificisms of ar-
:Lclntﬂ hel;} us to im trmra and realgﬁa

e type of community newspaper the
resid}énu would like tn);ee. >

To our readers, contributors and
advertisers, we wish you all a very
Bgusunt Christmas season and all the

tin the New Year,

i

Town hall efforts

RAVING A MERRY
CHRISTMAS, COMRADE S

Levesque’s referendum bid
will scar Pequiste party

Ottawa
Report

By Stewart

MacLeod

THOMSON NEWB SERVICE
It's even difflcult to come to grips
with the ireny of it all — Premier Rene
Le e, In effect, holding a referen-
cumn within the Parti Quebecols on the

issue of Quebec Independence. You
reaily have to think & bit about it, don't

you?

But that’s what [s happening, and the
59-yeargld premler is staking the
remainder of hia political career on the
outcome of this {erthcoming referend-
.

I have absolutely no doubts that he
will win Lhe referendum that the
330,000 members of the Partl Quebee-
ois will overturn lhose controversial
resolutions passed at the recent Mont-
real convention and that Levesque will
continue to lead (he party, After all, to
a great degree, Rene Levesqu
Parti Quebecois and with his threaten-
ed resigoation hanging over their
heads, the party members will do what
the leader wants,

And ope of the [ronles is that
Levesque wants this general member-
ship loreinstale “association” with the
real of Canada back Into the party's

els the .

plalform on sovereignty. It was Lev-
esque who, immediately after the other
nine provinces and Prime Minister
Trudeau - reached sgreement on a
constitutlonal sccord, declared that
the next provincisl election would be

fought on unhypenated Intm:dmcc
By referring to Quebec's | |

a5 (rallors and other unpleasant
things, the rank-end-file members of
the Paril Quebecois could be forgiven
for thinking the premler was aaking for
& mil‘tant mandate,

ANGRY REACTION

But after the 2,100 delegates to that
Montreal copvention decided to elim-
Inate economic sssocistion from the
independence platform, and decide
that the election of another PQ
government, even without an over-all
ma 1'.11 of :tlnlﬂ,_wm!d cqnl:‘ltuluiu a

rallono vesque
lhreatened to .. The party, he
declared, had just ordained ita own
defeat,

Ho sald thol agents provecateurs
had infiltrated the parly he founded
and were rezponaible for the passage of
these irresponsible resodutions, Even
he, he added, would have difficulty
voling for the PQ, under these new
platform planks, .

He threatened (o resign not only as
parly president but, ultimately, as
premier, Then afler brooding for & few
days he announced that, before doing

anything drastic, he would organite a-

referendum which, hopefully, would
overiurn the contentlous resohitiona
passed at Lhe recent convention. He
would, he sald, appeal directly to the
grasa rools,

And that's another lrony of immense
onis. If there s one thing the

rii Quebecois is supposed tobe it's &
truly grass-roots organization, pechaps
the moat democratic political organiz-
ation in the entire country — at least
untl! that recent convention. All ?alm
delegates at that meeting were duly
elected by thelr riding assoclations to

FEpresen £ .
And judeinghywh-thmﬂunf
prior lo the convention, the general
membership, {n many cases, no doubt
instructed t2s Lo becomes more
militant. And that they did.

But they went toc lurfurlmmﬁ
and now he is planning to go ovar
heads of the delegates and lell
general membership wha

turn, should tell him. I guess
democratic enough, but it's also
strange.

While there in litie doutt
Levesque will get Lthe message
wants, I can’t ase how the party ca
emm from this without deepened
WO . Since the party was founded,
the Levesque-led moderates have felt
intense pressure from the more intpat-
lent militents who geek
with no iffs, andy or buts. And two
weeks ago, finally, these militants won
the day

How will they fee! about
going over the heads of duly
delegales for a reversal of policles?
Not very good, 1 suspect.

entirely éradicaled,

Canada faces quandary

deciphering native rights

Dy DEREK NELSON
Queen's Park Buresu

Anyone following the verbal war
over aboriginal rights muat have
(rouble guessing what the real battle
involves; that is, who owna the [and
most of us five on,

Listening to “native peoples’” (why
are they more nalive than anyone else
born here?) spokesmen aver the years
one alowly gathers an understanding of
their definitlon of aboriginal rights.

Slmply put, 1t s that residual
ownership of most of the land In
Canancla lies with the Inult, Indlan, and
Melis, The "rights’ they demand are,
al base, property rights.

Former MPP Morton Shulman, who

hag an inferview show on Toronlo-

lelevislen, once managed to pin down e
spokesman for the local Mississauga
indians to Lhe effect that the tribe's
aboriginal righta inclide ownership of
most of Metro Toronto,

Now what happens if the vaque.
undefined term “‘aborlginal rights™ is
entrenched in the constitution, thus
automalically laking precedence over
ali federal and provincial laws?

First the courls would have to make
clear what aboriginal cighls are.

If the justices confirm the Indian
view that anclent poasession of land is
one of Lhose rights then all who've
immigrated here since Indlan gettle-
rr:icnt could (in theory) be dispoasess-
ed, g

At the very least enormous aums of
muney (billions) would be required to

rent or buy land that people think they
OWT NowW.

There is the possibility that Lbe
courts will take & narrow view of
aboriginal rights, excluding residusl
ownership of land (or at least exclud-
Ing Lhose Indlan bands who've signed
treaties), :

This, incidentally, is why some
Indlan groups opposed the wording of
the aboriginal rights section,
wanted their title to Canada clearly
spelled out, and then they wanted a
veto over changes to that clause,

Bul even a parrow decision Jeaving
out clalmed land slill leaves large
arees of lederal and provinclal law
fromn which Indlans might be exempt.

HUNTANDF18H

For example, the Onlarlo govern-
ment and various Indion bands have
been in continual s ¢ over what
Himnlts should exist on historie Indian
rights to hunt and fish as they please,

Some Indions conslder commercial
fishing a leglilmate right, and that
such conservation preasures as bag

Hmlls and aeasons don't n;:ﬁ,r to them. -

Or take o highway 1 passes
through Indian land (such as ng‘rnuy
17). It could be blocked from widening
by the band, something no other

POET’'S CORNER

- The tree irimmed a thriliing sfght
And all the room In Lingel brighi,
Candy and presenis under the tree

This-yvoung boy hoplng, somethlag for

me,

Ontarian could legally get sway with,
Alttorney-General Roy MMuriry
-pummed up the general principls at
steke in a contraversial letter he sent
to his federal counterpart Jean Chret-
len last Mav.

“Fwould be i there is any
nation in the world in which any
private rty right enjoys under ihe
national constitution the absoluts
immunity from law a tly con-
templated for aborigina g

The federal MPy who defeated a
qualified right of us all to own ¥
by refuing its enirenchment on the

other hand were “willing to
this ted elevation :j one
p‘iﬁl rprivate property right,* he
said.

Ard 1 see a further worrisome

L.

'mt and reserve or status Indlam
are easily defined, but aboriginal
rights are to include non-atatus §
and -Metls too. {Wh}y the Metls is
beyond me, A;‘! a sthey exist ap o
conseéquence n settlement,
Thoy are hardly aborigines.)

Hw;iuym ?!ﬁﬂem out of the
general poepulation 1 lage
“blood," and whal type, nm an
Indian or Metls?

Christmas Party

All the children had candy and toys
Slience then ended with laughter snd

nolye

All he wanted to be llka cne of them

THIRTY YEARB AGO-Tough John Payne and rim
Rhonda- Fleming find romance, adventure and
mdmhlumnwﬂm voyage through the
Seas in Paramount's film “‘Crosswinds”,
coming to the Roxy Friday and Saturday.
Faquesing Township will have its first
election in five years next Monday, Ratepayers will
g0 o the polls to choose a new deputy-reeve and
three councillors. Georga Lealle, deputy for throe
years sleps up into the reeveship by acclamaltion,
George Currie who has the
bxrt ts seeking o councl) seat, Willred Bird and
.Crn!?Haid.diltricl farmers who both have sat In
councll for flve years are opposing each olher inthe -
election for reeve. Walter Linham s agalna -
candidate for council, as i3 newecomer Willlam
Schenk of Glen Williams, proprietor of Credit Vallay
Bottling Works., Another nomined, Spencer Wilson,
didn't qualily for election,
on his year's administration,
Reeve George Qurrie said that Halton at present has
mdahmhndabthltlnlmﬂmwﬂlb-ﬁm.ﬂmm
dthmnd ﬁepummtyrw the new home for the aged. Both he
8 reeve (Goorge Leslle had the
building of the home and Mr, Currie sald he was stil
oppead to It 1 have always stressed the
advanizges of being free of debt,” Mr. Curre
remarked, lnking this with the fact that the Ferm
Motor Company had ¢hosen a aits in the county to
hd}dd:ﬂutwiubeﬂnenfuwhiggutplmum

TWENTY YEARS AGO-Norval's Riviera dance
hall will open New Year's Eve. The entertalnment
for the evening has been hired already, and arrived
lﬂWmtlhEmMI}lItunlhhm.M
pronounced the accoustics excellent.

The Herald learned this week that motorists
who lake a wheel after taking encugh alecohol to
even slightly dull their alertness will be charged on
the spot and taken to jail in Milton. Chief Haley

lalned the crackdown. *'It takes only a couple of
for a motorist's reactions Lo become sluggish
and tardiness in applying the brakes or turning the
wheel could easily cost someona, perhaps even the
driver himself, their life or infury and would cripple
him for life. Our officers have boen instructed to
take the drinking driver off the mdmnlh&rpoople
may get to thelr destinations safely.'’ The
GemietnwnPnﬁmDeparunmti:wtthlnthmdu:
of another fatality free year and a new gafety record
in the number of accidents. The points sysiem and
stricter enforcement of trafflc laws have been
credited with the drop. ;

Thnﬁrl.aﬂnn minister Rowntree announced
today that the new 1962 drivers licences and motor
vehicle permits would go on sale at all issuhig
offices Jan. 2, 1962, "“In the interest of the
department’s continuing accident prevention

m, we have had imprinted In across the
ace of all licences and permits the words Safety.
Pays," he said. The minister warned there would be
no exiension of the deadline for the purchase of new
licence plates. The deadline s March 14, 1962,

Tri-County minor hockey officials huddlad
last woek ina meeting which includad in the
agends the question of clasalfication of teams. Ii's
feit that some of the teams in the league are
considerably stronger than others. The thinking is
tt;ﬁwmin teams should be clasgiffed as to their
a ; ' '
TEN YEARS AGO-Snow or no snow, Georgetown

- High School s planning a Winter Carnival again this

year, The Carnival will run from Jan. 31 {0 Feb, 5.
There will be a variety night with local groups, and
a Toronto group, euchre tournaments, ping-pong
tournaments, snow sculptures if the weather
Co-operales, a car rally and a Snow Queers Pageant,
Glrls will be nominated well before the event and
mmnﬂ eliminaied until the night of the pageant -
when only the {inalists will appear,

Rick Dowding

The Credit Velley Conservation Authority
rmlvlezg !-qmvllgg‘mr for
acres tagara rpment

of

notrthwent Georg ; : pmm'ty Is in
addition lo 58 acres already purchased this fall In
the sams Sliver Creek Gorge area. The land will be
bought for multi-use conservation purposes, The
Dnthhmnu ﬂwmmﬁm ent umt the conservation
& ts 73 per cent grants on the purchass
of Escarpment land. The Acthority now owns
spprozimately 3,000 acres in the Credit River
watershed, .

ONE YEAR AGO-A Christmas day fire which
gutted a Gien Willlams house and left a family of
four homeless could have been much worse-they
might have been home at the time. Belisved to have
startod in & basement stairwel), the blaze spread up
the walls of the Confederation Street home, quickly
engulfing the wooden frame, and aluminum siding,

Mayor Pele Pomeroy predicts things at the
reglon will get worse before they get better in 1081,
The mayor, who will be heading up the region's
fnance and administration commiliee this year,
:;!hfhopu valrmcm:rﬂltnmuﬂuahﬂn

on's capiial expenditure program in an attem
to hold the line on expenditures untll the reginﬁ
organizes [is finances. '_

Halton reglon ia reasonably buoyant
oconomically when compared to the rest of Ontario
but Halton residents are g%?& io fight to
keep it that way, Halton-Bur MPFP Jullan -
Reed says. Mr. Reed said that although unemploy-
ment [a technlcally in the federal jurisdiction, his
office Is increasingly being called upon to asslat the
unemployed in the riding.

- While the Ontario Labor Relations Board slits
Narvere Micte Loogs Fonmme in, a ol apaie
al's rma Ltd., a @ at
the chicken processing L faces a charge of
Gsasult against an em . the supervisor, s
Brampton resident will appear in court Jan. 28, .
charged with amaulting Helena Mamlz, 23, of
Brampton, It is alleged that Ms. Moniz was struck
on the legs with a piece of stee! used lo xharpen
knives. The union fHed a grievance with Lhe
company but It was rejected.

Was he (he black sheep, his chances
were sllm,

When o4 a chlld, the e that you get
Though you graw older, you bever
forget

The conceri wan Lhrilling & happy

place
He didn’t know what he had to [ece,

Then Sania Claus appeared on the
scene
Christman that nlghi to hlm Just a
dream
Bants called oiit the names, oae by oas

Walled and walled, {or him there was

But somehow he was minsing ont aguin
An he left the room, sore with disgust,
Held back the tears, thoughts of
distrust, |

Headed for home, & cold fresty night
What bo wanied was Lo hide ol of aight
;Ii;uﬂ ke firsl time, it happened to

Remember at Chriatmas, no name will
you miss

Or some poor liile voul, will end op Like
this

Up In hls manhood, he prospered a lot
Some one¢ and some place bo was naver




