A little wood veneer, a little glue, a knife...
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Herald Stall Writer

Ross Colter docan't buy
tacky souvenirs 1o remind him
of countrics he's visited with
his wife Térry.

instead, the McIntyre Cres-
cent man makes his souveniry
after his trips, spending hours
transforming a garlsh post-
card scene info a lovely wood-
en plague ‘depicling Lhe same
scene with different graing and
colors of wood veneer.

Called marquetry, Mr, Colt-
er's hobby dates back to the
glary days of kings and
queens, when royalty hired

craftsmen to decorale their -

furniture with such time-con-
suming and altractive hand-
work. . :

The art form disappeared
when monarchies gave way in
mest couniries, and has ony
recently been revived,

Mr, Colter aaid he got into
the craft 12 years ngo after
buying a. marquetry kit in a
store, The kit contained every-
thing he needed, from a patt-
emn to bils of wood to the
Instructions. MNowadays, he
says, such kits can't be found,

HARD TIME

Those who do marquetry are
few, about 50 he estimates in
Canada, and they have a hard
time finding the wood veneer
they want.

Although the craflt requires
only basic tools — a culting
board, an Exaclo knife, and
sund paper — getling the thin
sheets of wood veneer integral
ta the art is more than half the

struggle.

With wood veneer coming
from mpny different countries,
it's sometimes hard to get the
basic material for the craft,

. Mr. Colter said he buys most of
it by mal) order from the U.S.

. Varying in thickness from
one-twenty-ecighth to one-fort-
leth of an inck, the wvencer
cames {rom Irees in ‘South
America, Hawaii, India and
other countries.

Mr. Colter said the veneer is
sometimes peeled off a log
with a lathe, or sawed off in
slices from the centre, It cosls
from 30 cents to $1.50 a square
fool depending on the type of

~wood, he said,

“Once you have encugh colors
and grains in vencer to fill up
the wvaricus sections of your

" design, you start carving up
the thin veneer with the Exac-
to knife and (it the bits of
veneer together like a jigsaw

Using over 10 different kinds of wood, Hoss Colter of
Georgetown practises the centurles-old skill of marquetry, o
cralt in which thin wood vencer Is cut into shapes to make up

puztle, Scotch lope holds the
pleces together.

Mr. Colter then turns the
taped picture over to examlne
a clean version of his design
made up enlirely of bits of
wood veneer.

SMOOTH FINISH

The work s glued (o a
wooden board, sanded careful-
ly and varathane or linseed oil
is applied to give it a smooth
finish,

""It's better to do the sanding
by hand unless you bhave
experience wilh the eleclric
sander, as the veneer is vm:h.*
thin and you could end up wi
a big hole in your piciure," Mr,
Colter warned,

Lining his basement wnlls
are samples of Mr. Colter's
work. Each reminds him and

his wife of their trips to Europe

and Hawail,

Although patterns can be
beught for making a plaque
from the marquetry associat-
ion in the U.S. or England,
(there isn’t one In Canada)
Mr. Colter has made most of
hia own, drawing them off
slides or posicards of his
iravels.

*The numbers on the patt-
erns indicate the type of wood

Play it

safe
OPP

Herald Special
The Onlario Provincial

Poljce force wanis you Lo have

& sdle and happy Christmas
and New Year's holiday.
Acting Commissioner Jim
Erskine emphasizes that
“although OPP officers witt do
their part, much depends on
the atlitude and thoughtful-
ness of hollday drivers™.
During December of last

. year, %4 peopie were kllled

needlessly in Ontario tralfic

. accidents, over 9,000 people °
suffered injuries and thous-

ands of cars wore rendered
useless.
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.8 _new course from the Credit Valley Artisans

plcture like a Jigsaw puzele, He'll be teaching a course on how Lo
make the fovely pictures starting in January for the Credit Valley

Arilsans.

1o be used,” he sald. “You
often have to substitute for
what the pattern asks for, and
that's where the art comes in,”

Mr, Colter said marquetry is
common in [taly, where the

finished products pre sold to |

tourists. He himself has never
sold any of his work, but he
said he has given many pleces
away as presents.

Hesltant to use dyed vencer
which Mr. Colter said is seld In
a variety of colors, he warned
that using too much of it can
make a piclure gaudy, where

Jackic’s Ladies’ Wear

Closed Dec. 25, 26, 27 & 28 ~ Opan Deac. 20

as a little bit can enhance g
plctiure,

An engineering technician
with CNCP Telecommunicat-
tons during Lhe day, Mr. Colter
is teking up teaching his rare
skill In marqueiry Monday
nights at Cedarvale Coltage in
Georgetown for the Credit
Valley Artisans. The closses
runp from Jan. 18 fo Feb. 22
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Those
interested In registering may
register Jan. 8 and 9. For
further information, contact
Janice Smith at 877-G764.

\_10M nuﬂhl nview Rd. S. 877-2525 /

d CVA help revive ‘marquetry’

Bottle-neck cure

Westbound moltorists travelling along Guelph Street
won't have to bear that dangerous boitle-neck al the
Mountainview Road intersection. Town engineer Bob Austin
told councll Monday night that the situstion ghould be
corrected at the end of January when new traffic lights are
Instalied. The light currently causing problems at the
intersection juts into the right-hand weatbound lane, forcing
the squeeze In heavy traffic, ~

[ ] L ] L |
Speed limit increase
Speed limits on Mountalnview Road North will go
back to 50 kilometres an hour, counci! has decided. Recent
road reconstruction at the River Drive and Jehn Street

Intersection has largely been completed and the enginecring
department advised that the speed limits could safely go up.

, Sandy, Nell, Lea, Whitney & Devon

exiend 1o 2 our frends & patrons Best i il A
Seasan, Ishes. fopr 1ho Holiday

dowels ‘n'Jhings
70 Main St. S. 3.77.353:_3_

Georgetown

#

Y’s winter is here

There is still time to reglster In the ¥'s Winter
Pregrams. The Georgetown Y will hold an evening .
regisiratlon Jgn, 5 from 6 Lo @ p.m. at 89 Mountainview Rd.
S. The Y is also accepting registrations for all programa,
Il:;lm Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the same
nddress.

'BUY NOW AND SAVE during our OPERATION GLEAN-UP 10 DAY SALE
Up to $320.00 off Factory Suggested List Prices on some items!

14" RCACOLOR ..., %385°°
20" RCACOLOR ... %478
20” RCA COLOR.......... vecns, $528
26" RCA Color Console ........, ¥678°°
26" RGA Color Console ......., 728

With Cable Converter

MILLIERE TV CLEAN-UP

REMOTE
CONTROL MODELS

WITH BUILT-IN@ABLE CONVERTERS

Tolon $5 8 800
*848"

REMOTE
BLACK & WHITE

TELEVISIONS

17" TABLE MODEL 20" TABLE MODEL

CABLE CONVERTER
*119% || fzoe  sTaem

ALL RCA COLOR SETS ADVERTISED HAVE COMPLETE
3 YEAR WARRANTY IN-HOME SERVICEl

| - GUARANTEED SERVICE WITH ALL SALES
Millicre

RCA Sslectavision

VIDEO CASSETTE
RECORDE

ST A 5t s P

_ Moking a plcture like this requires only very basle Lools,
~i#n Exacto knife, a bread board, and sand paper are all that's
peeded to cut thin layers of exotlc woods (o creale a: plcture.
Local artisan Hoss Colter says the hardest part ls getilng the
wood veneer needed lo make up Lhe picture. He buys his by mall

~ order from the U5, '
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Let us exult in the miracle of
His Birth, and in the re-creation
which we may celebrate.
That the message of fove, faith
“and hope are ours now
and forever.

512490

JERROLD 400 60 CHANNEL WIRELESS

26" RCA
COLOR -
REMOTE

Millars Clean-Up

Milliere
Clean-Up
Price

Georgetown
Decorating
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May the Joy and Peace that is Christmas be yours!
— Lorna, Gail and Joanne

Mitllera
Clean-Up
Prica

John Boughton

- Jewellers

DOWNTOWN GEORGETOWN

CLOSED: Christmas Day & Boxing Day
- Re-Opening: Tuesday, December 29th

DOWNTOWN
. GEORGETOWN
) :

877'3405 Belore
We Service What We Ssli B
SALES and check dur

you buy
14 Wesleyan Straet
low, low prices!
s We SERVICE Y prices

Gieorge & Shirley Bergsma Justoft Msin St.
WHY PAY MORE?

ps Tom Schenk, Evelyn

Weo will not knowlingly be
Baker gly

undersold.
NOW IN OUR 28th YEAR




