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THEY LET THEIR

It sure smelled good in teacher Beily Ayotte's Grade Z closa Iast week.
Students made glngerbread houses last Wednesday- by gluing Graham
crackers logether with melled white sugar. Thursday the students decorated
thelr houses with smarties, chocolate chips, gum drops, licorice goodles,
Jujebes, candy canes and marshmallows. Mra. Ayolie sald she'd let the boys
and girls, tleft to right) Adam Poulstrup, Miranda McLean, Joke Mashinler,

gravel plan
approved

Fourth Line residents living
near three wayside pils soon
to be mined for gravel bound
for Highway 401 reconstruct-
jon have reluctantly agreed to
conditlons concerning Lhe pits’
operations.

During Menday nlght’s town
council meeting, residents ex-
pressed concern thaet Lheir
privacy and peace was being
invaded by the opening of the
pits just north of Sldercad 17.
Although the conditlons for the
pits stipulate that crushing
operations will nol be carried
gut after 8 p.m., the lown
agreed totry and get an earller
dally closing time.

Trucks will be allowed lo
haul gravel out between g a.m.
and 6 p.m. and will move south
from the pits to Slderoad 17,

eventuatly linking up with

Trafalgar Road. Councillers
Ruas Miller and George Mallt-
by apsured residents that the
crushing operations will only
continue for a brief perlod once

~ the pils are opened.”

The province’s minlstry of
{ransportation and. commun-
jcations needs 300,000 tons of
varlous gravel grades from the
three pits for road repairs on
the highway around the James
Snow Parkway Interchange
and a short sircich west of
Tralalgar Road. Gravel haul-
Ing will be done by private
ceniraclors,

Meanwhile, the minisiry has
agreed lo subsidlze road re-
pairs along the Fourth Line-
Sideroad 17 hawling reute. The
town has propoaed raising Ita
share of the coels by Imposing
a per lonroyalty when |t Issues
the wayslde pit permills.
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FINGERS DO THE

Luznne Libbengn, Scolt McGuigan and Michael Delouche, take the goodles
home this week. The Herald vislied studenis taking part in Ploneer Days at ihe
school last week. In & photo published Friday, though, we locorrectly
identifled the students in teachers Kalhy Platl and Gltlon Firth's Grade 3

classes na being Mrom Centennlal School.
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Levy’s finance post tied to town hall’s fate

Dy CHRIS AAGAARD
Herald Siaflf Welter

Months of speculation on
whether plans to save the
century-old Aclon town hail
would receive cruclal support
from Mayor Pete Pomeroy
ended Monday night as he
heartily endorsed a $440,000
restoration proposai despite
indicatlons that he will be
stiffly opposed by two senlor
councillors when the town
hall's future is decided Dee. 21.

in a lengthy notice of motlon
presented to council, Mayor
Pomeray clied the need for o
“strong municipal presence”
in Acton among the reasons
why he embraced the fourth of
stx scenarios for the building
offered by Klcinfeldt Consult-
anis of Brampten al the end of
thelr seven-week [easibillty
sludy,

“1 om so concerned pboul
this that, if we adopt it, 1 will
immediately resign as finance
chalrman,” Ward 4 Coun.
Harry Levy told council.

Fellow Ward 4 Coun. Mike
Armsirong said he will nol
support the restoration propos-
al either. Nelther councillor
cinborated on his reasons for
opposing.

Mayor Pomeroy argued that
the town has already recognlz-
ed the building, located at the
corner of Willow ond Bower
Streets, as an historical site,
and a npumber of community
groups have expressed an
Interest in seelng it restored.

DROP-IN

A recenlly completed study
on the Acton downtown core
has also urged some kind of

‘Not with our money’

Although some Acton residents will be overjoyed by
the prospects of having the 100-year old town hall restored as
o fulerum of Acton's budding Leathertown image, others
will likely be a little discouraged. Until Monday night,
opponents Lo the use of lown tax dollara in the restaralion
were largely overshadowed by town hall enthusiasts.
However, council received o T7%-name petition from Aclon
realdents who object to tax dollars being spent on the hall.
They argue that municipal money is betier spent on other
projects and have suggested that if the town needs
additional public office space, it should use the communily’s
hydro bullding. The residents agree that they don't object to
the idea of having the town hall restored, as long as the
money comes from someowhere olher than the lown

recreation communily centre
for the community, he added,
and also said that the building
could be used Lo house a senior
cilizens drop-in facillty.

“"The town hall [s important
in the emergence of Actonasa
tourlet atiraction,”’ Mayor
Pomeroy maintalned, invitlng
the community's Lourist-
oriented Leathertown Associa-
tion to help ln fund-raising for
the project. | .

Whille building costs for the
town's library-cultural centre
in Georgetown were approxi-
malely $75 per square foot, the
mayor estimated that restorn-
tion coats for the town hall
would be considerably less,
poaaibly as law ns $50 to $60 for
the same area. He sald that the
taxpayers may have to pay
$250,000 for the project §f it is
eventuglly accepied by

in Acton BIA among study’s options

By CHRIS AAGAARD
Herald Staff Wriler
A laat minute protest against
some of the recommendations
in the recently-completed
Acton Core Aren siudy falled
to stop council Monday night

. {rom taking initizl steps o

securing the futures of the
Aclon and Georgeiown down-
town businessa communit|es,

Hepresenting Landawn
Shopping Centres Lid., the
company which wants to bulld
a commercizl plaza in Acton’s
ens! end, lawyer Jellrey Gold-
enberg falled to have council
revise sections of the core
study which apeclilcally
oppose shopping centres on the
communily's fringes.

Inatead, consultants for the
dawnlown core atudles, Walk-
er Wright Young Associates of
Toronio, have atregsed In thelr
report that supermarket fncil-
itles belong In Acton’s down-
town centre and that such
development on [ls boundaries
could be disastrous for Maln-

Mill Strect merchants. State-
ments In the atudy regarding
shopplng cenire development
in Acton and Georgetown are
intentlonally meant (o warn
councll about the threat, con-
sultant chiefl Peler Waolker told
counell,

“{Thesalntermen!s) ore defin-
jlely intended to prevent the
development of the Landawn
pro ! outside Acion,” he
sald, adding that the markel
for additiona) grocery facilit-
jes doesn't exist n the comm-
unity, according ta his firm'y
sludy.

Revisions requested by Mr.
Goldenberg on behalf of bhis
client, Mr. Walker said, “'are
in no way miner in the Acton
conlext™,

Mr. Goldenberg maintained
that the future of the Landawn
proposal rests in the gutcome
of the: Urban Area Review,
schediled for release Insi
{Tuesday) night, The shopping
cenire project has been plann-
ed for the southenst cormer of
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Flve-year old Greg Taylor and hls sliler, Devina, eleven
months, seem lo be enjoylog themselves I the Georgetown
Ubrary's art gallery. The palr stopped by Friday to view the lbrary untll Jan. 9.

A CHUCKLE

Highway 7 and Churchil! Road
ahutting the communlity's
urban boundary, bul has been
unable o proceed until the
review has determined Acton's
capacily to treat sewage from
addilional development,

Landawn’s Jerry Sprack-
man unveiled o scaled-down
shupping centre proposal to
ihe town's planning board last
May, trimming off over hall
the original plan's 90,000
squaie feet, Zehr's Foodslores
Ltd. was sl Interestd In
coming to Acton, he teld the
board, despite the six-year
wail.

Planning policies suggested
for the core arcas have been
sent to the tawn's officin] plan
insk force for review before
ihey are Included in the prop-
osed plan.

Mr. Goldenberg reiterated
earlier statements made by
Mr. Sprackman that a large
shopping cenire located out-
side Acton could. benefit the
communily by drawing new
trade. He pointed to Zehr's

Jury advice correct,

locations In Alllston and Bolton
23 examples where the small
community-oriented super-

« i{, market has successfully estab-

MESSAGE IN
A BOTTLE

This is the Vial of Lite. It
could save your llfe. Bee
pages Ad and DN,

. lished fisell apparently with-

cut adversely affecting those
communities’ downtown
arens.

Meanwhile, guidelines
changing the character and
beautifying downtown Acten
and Georgelown have been
approved by council. P
als Include ways of enhaneing
Acton’s historical Leathertown
flavor and strategically plac-
ing trees and shrubs to break
up building drabness in both
business communitics.

Municipal pianning staffers
wlll also start preparing appllt-
catlons for fundlng from the
provincial government for the
downtown core changes under
Ontarjo’s Maln Street Revital-
izatlon program, The appllea-

tlons musti be approved. by

councll before the end of this

provincial fiscal year In

March,
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| boy’s mother agrees

“1 know kids piny there all
the timne in the summer,’ sho

speclal exhibil of political cartoons by local editorial cartooniste
Greg Landry of The Herald, The display will remain at the

While twaring no malice
taward any parly, the mother
of the two-year old Acton boy
whose drowning Oct. 20 was
the subject of o coroner's
inquest Last week Is happy with
the inquest's recommendat-
juns.

Following the Inquest in the
lown's Tralalgar Read head-
quarters lnst Tuesday nlght, a
jury of four recommended that
the shallow pond olf Maln
Sireet Souih where young Der-
ek Jones drowned should
immediately be fenced In or
drained.

"N's so casy to gel 1o,
Louwise Jnnes, 26, told The
tHerald, “I's in everybody's
backyard.™

Mrs, Jones, whosald she had
carlicr caught Derck playing
near the pond, not far [rom
their Klngham Road home,
and punished him accordingly,
sald she would prefer tosee the

nd dralned, nithough erect-
ng a (ence belween the pond
property, part of a horse stable
und track operntion run by
Don Campbell, and the nearby
houzing subdiviaion would be
her own second choice,

commented. “"Even now
they're still plaving there, If
nothing’s done, it'll happen

ognin.”™

The jury's recammendatlons

ore being considered by fown
councll, blamed in the inquest
for falllng to have the fence
erecled, and the Credlt Valle
Conzervatlon Authority, whic
will determine whether the

Campbell farm pond should be
drained.

Mayor Peto Pomeroy tlold
The Herald he agres thai the
municipalily was to blame for
not requiring a fence. The
municipalily had Instated anly
that a fenco be built belween
the housing development and
Fairvlew Cemetery.

The mayor anid Lhe town wlll
make n decision In a couple of
weeks about the coroner's
inquest recommendations,

“I think it's a very valld
concern,” Mayor Pomeroy
sald. "I need to read Ihe
coronct's report and Lalk about
it with council.”

The jury at the inguest also

recommended that the Cona.
ervation Authority should en-
sure the pond and nelghboring
swamp area are properly
dralned by maintaining proper
ditches and culverts, and alao
making a gradual slope to the

pond,

Mike Brewes, an engineer-
ing technologist with the Aulh-
ority who lestiffed at the
Inquest that the arca waa a
wectland aren, said last week
he didn't know what kind of
drainage system there (5 on
the property belonging to Don
Campbell.

Mr. Brewes said {f -the
culverts are on the road allow-
ance, they are the responsibil-
ity of the properly cwner, Mr,
Campbell sald he had put them
in to keep the pond down,

Aa for fililng in the pond, &
move about which Mr. Camp-
bell had no objections during
his testimony, Mr. Nrewes anld
an application to M1 1t would
have 10 be made by Mr
Campbell to the Authority,
which would (hen azaess the
environmental effects of such
A move,

cotncil, while the balance of
the resioration costs would
come from  government
granis, including nssistance
anileipated from the Onlario
Herltage Foundalion and the
pravinelal culture and recrea-
tiort ministry.
SHORING UP

The fourth scenario in Klein-
feldt’s package iz the moest
expensive one, restoring the
building for public use and
malataining its historical
character. OQther proposals for
saving the town hall include
sharing up the struclture Lo
prevent further decay while
funds bhre raised for ils
complete restoration. Two
scenarios, one proposing
rivate ollice space In the

ilding, don’t concentrate on
detniled historica] restoration;
a filth scenaric calls for histo-
rical restoration and private
oifice space and a sixih optlon
proposes demelition, the build-
ing's original fate when it was
condemned in 1973,

Kleinfeldt reps Dr. Bob
Graham gnd structeral analy-

_town hell will keep

BRIAN
GOODLET

— Life - Business
— Mortgags — RRSP

Mutual Life of Canada

451-3460 or B77-4515

| Mayor throws weight
‘behind restoration

sist Iver David presented the
study's remaining findings to
council Monday night before
Mayor Pomeroy endorsed the
fourth scenario.

Although Mr. David =zald
that the building [s struetin-
ally sound, to make it fit for
publle occupancy the roof has
o be repaired inside and out,
floors strengthened, wash-
roems and exits added and the
present heating and elecirical
systems reploced with more
modern and effictent ones. L
the town decides to restore, a
more detailed structural
analysls will be needed before
the job Is tenderad.

Inside, the bullding would be
completely gutted and then
resiored to reflect a turn-of-
thecentury character while
maintaining modern leatures,
The $440,000 fee does not
include Murnishinga and archi-
tectural fecs for designing the
floor space into useful greas,

MAIN FLOOR

In the fourth scenaric, the
bullding is described as =n
community resource cenire,
the maln floor possibly being
used as publie offlce space.
The upper Moor would retain
its traditional role as an
meeting place-commaon hall.

If the town a Ahis
proposal - or any of the other
restoration propesals - it will
have to plan the building's
management and arrange for
additional parking in the area.

Acton Coun. Ross Knechtel
told councl] that the town will
likely recover the cosis of the
building from additional bene-
[its the restoration brings o
the community, [ike more
development and
ment. He sald that a restored
_ the indy-
strial and commmercial " tax
baze “healthy” and help
community grow. -
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BURIED TREASUR

A massive clean-up laat week of the Georgetewn Distriet
Etligh School vault unearibed valuable records from 1887, whem
the school was first opened. With an initlal enrolment of 78
students, the high school has come n Joog way: It now has 1,723
sludenta. Principal Doa Baker (left) Is thrilled wilh the finds,
being o history bull. Ameng them are commencement ma
[tom 1016 and 1837, minutes of the Mrat meeling of the board of
high school trustees, a book recording principal’s expenses, and
books from 1817 to 1854 recording siudenis’ marks in neat
handwritten columne. Buslness teacher Bob McMenemy blushed
when he lound records of bls own student efforts from years gome
::y.'l'ha Herald will be looking Into the history of GDHS Ln a later
apue, " :

(Merald photo)




