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Watch Tower once had an illegal counterpart here

By ANI PEDERIAN
Hetald Slalf Writer

Halton Hills residents who
watched in wonder ns a mass-
fve Jehovah'a Witnesses Hrm?*
lex was built on Georgetown
oulskirts Inast year pmbahly
don't know thal the organlzat-
jon's
tower™, was printed illegally
Irom a Norval [arm during the
Second World War,

While teday's Wilnesses are
free toexpress pride in the new
Walch Tower complex, which
will churn out hundreds of
thousands of copies of “The
Watchtower' and “Awnke!™
annually, there was a time not
8o long ago when thelr teach-
ings, writings and other prof-
casions of faith could lpnd
them In jail in Canada.

In the 19409, Prime Mlinister
William Lyon Mackenzle King
bowed 1o pressure from such
Canadian religious leaders as
Monseigneur Paul | Bernler,
chancellor of the archdiocese
of Quebec, who called Lhe
Witneszes “the plogue of
Christlanity in America”. The

By CHRIS AAGAARD
Herald Staff Writer
While acknowledging that
Acton'’s century-old town hall
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government had banned the
mavement.

The Witnesses were forced
to take thelr long-standing
betiefs “underground", and
moved lheir “Walchtower
printing operation to a Norval

probably doesn’t have tnuch of
an illustrious heritage behind
it, consultants studying Lhe

building's possible restoration.
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Keep those letters...
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There'sa lovely, g:[ﬂ-wrippfd mnl—lljlt m:l]hn: in .
The Herald's front lobby st 45 Guelph BL, in Georgetawn just
walting lor your Christomas lsty, love letlers and fan mall to

Santa Claus,

The Hernld = agaln lerwardlng local

youngaters' rmall tothe Notth Pele, where the grand old man
of Christmas will be sliting down to write responses. The
letters and Santa's reples will begin appearing in both our
Wednesday and Friday issues Dec, 1 and contlnue through to

Christmas Eve,

...and recipes coming

And I’s just about time for another Hernld Chrisimas
treat, & special supplement of seasonal reclpes for the

hollday chefs at your house. ilelp

us help our readers.

prepare something special this Christmas by sending us
your favorite reclpes. The pupplement is due ot Dec. 9, 50
don’l delay In gettlng your suggestions to our offlce at 45

ﬂnelph Bi. in Gmrg:tqwn
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arca farm on Winston Chureh-
ill Boulevard from its original
Toronto headquarters.

“Whenever anybody came
on the farm who they didn't
know, they'd pick up a leacup
thal would turn en a light
warning the ple down-
stalrs,'’ according to Eva Wilt-
shire, a member of the Witnes-
ses copgregalion in George-
town since 1963,

POLICE ARREST

Besides a ban on the printing
and distribution of Jehovah's
Witness publications, door-to-
door evangelizing was laboo
far Jehovah's Witnesses, with
pelice instrucled to arrest such
persong,

“I wos a real challenge to
go dooe-to-door in those dnys,"
snid Mrs. Wiltshire. *I've
always loved challenges, and

as 1 was nimble on my feet’

then, [ was never arrested.”’
The July 4, 1940, ban was
defended by Prime Minister
Mackenzie King In the House
of Commons, Mon-made auth-
erity and law isn’t recognized
by Witnesses if it conflicts with

ome Newspaper of Halton Hjlk

all’s restoration cost
overing at $400,000

say it iz sound and can be used
agaln with extensive renova-

tions,

Kleinfeldt Consultants of
Brampton presented a dralt
copy of their findings to the
town's general commiltee
Monday night, barely four and

a half weeks after began

" the $11,000 review of tha town

hall’s future. They will also be
cn hand to anawer questions
from the public tonlght at the
community’'s library branch
beginning at 7 p.m.

Six different scenarios can
be envisioned for the two-
storey town hall, project lead-
er Dr. Barry Graham told
commlittee members, one
which proposes shoring up the
building to prevent it from
further decay while funds are
collected for ita complele rest-
erntion; four which deseribe
different ways of restoring the
bullding and putting it Lo use
and & sixth eptton — demoli-
tion,

Excluding grants which
could help costs [n some cases

" “THIS HAM IS YOUR HAM..

St. Alban's El:n:th hall In Glen WHllams had Its own version of “Honky Tonk" Bunday

morning during the Georgetown Jaycelles' pancake breakined beld to ralse money for E.C. Drury
Bchool for the handicapped In Milton, Providing the muslen] entertalnment while diners munched

were {left to right} Heltod-Burlington MPP Jullan Itced Iva Davidson and Bob Armstrong.

{Herald photo)
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The Witnesses’ little ‘secret’

their iInterpretation of the
Bible, he pointed out. “They
refuse to salute the flag of an dy
natlonor to hail any man; an
they oppose war.” Their liter-
ature, sald the prime minlster,
“*“undermines the ordinary
responsibilily of citizens, , part-
jcularly In a fime of war.'" And
Canada was deeply involved In
World War 11 al that time.

""People would call you yell-
because they knew
you wobldn't fight h.-m:ln: " Jack
Perry of Acton recalled.

Most Canadians shired for-
vent patrictic feellngs, nand
when the sect took n neutral
stand toward war, refusing to
sing patriotic songs, salute the
Canadian Mag, or fight for
their country, they were re-
garded as subversive,

Children from  Jehovah's
Witness families were expelled
fram school by public school
aulharities who demanded that
all children salute the lag and
stand for or sing the national
anthem, '

Banned from using or distri-
buting the Watchtower maga-

and the office furnishings and
architect's fees which add to
the finnd price tags, the four
reatoration proposzls hover
around $400,000 each. If the
town decides to go ahead with
ihe restoration, almoat 75,500
would be avatlable immediate-

. ly. Acton’s lown hall restora-
tion ‘commiliee has “already

raised about #0000 for the

project, matching the town's’

original $40,000 committment,
To pay for iis share of the
Kleinfeldt study, the town look
ﬁt.ﬂsm Ehrnm its original fund
while the province agreed to
fund the hglnn:t.

According ta the draft re-
port, town officlals can consid-
er reatoring the bullding with
or without sttempts to restore
Its interlor lo s originel
historic character. All of the
restoration scenarios suggest
uging al least one part of the
building for office space.

Although the propozals
suggest that the town should
manage any future use of the
buiding, none promlse reven-
ves suificlent enough 1o cover
cperallng cosls, bullding, even

in circumstances wherc the

town |3 renting out paris of the
building for privale office
necds

However, some proposals
for the restoralion may be
eligible for government sub-
stdles, including Wintarlo
funds, as long as the bullding Is
:tlntnmlnud as a public sery-
o,

JOINT USES

Grants from such agencies
as the Ontarlo Heritage Foun-
dation and through the Com-
munity Recreation Cenires
Act (CRCA) become conslder-
ably more consiralned as the
scenartos suggest entering
julnt Bﬂvnl&puhlle uses for

CHCA money may be
mruliable for exterior work
under a private-publle venture
If the bullding ls to be historic-
ally restored. Wintarlo offic-
lals have Indicated Lo the
consultants that they may also

rilclpate under Lhis scenario
E; providing one-third the
coals of restoring the bulld-
ings Interior.

Much of the bullding’s exter-
ior visual & ] has been
marred by neglect and lack of
forealght. The bulding has
been wvacant for almost a
decnde and was condemned lo
the wrecker's ball in 1877 untll
a citizens' group successfully
called for a reprieve.

The hall's Iront view Ia
webbed with hydro lines, park-
Ing I8 scarce and the modern
fire hall adjolning at the rear
clashes the wenther-beaten
brick —-lncrnaulnglr In need of
painting and rc&a ritsell —
which makes up the body of the
old bullding.

Birds flying through helea In
the aitic hove dnmn'ind celling
beams below and the roof is

alzo In neced of a mujnr |

overhaul,
With a set of slides, ntruf:b

ural analyst Ivor David des-
eribed some of the repeirs
negded inside. While the
woodwerking around doors
and along walls la in remark-
ably good shape, there are

Continued on Page A3 -
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rine, Jehovah's Witnesaes
changed the name of the
publication to “Thy Word is
Truth'* and pultheir artlcles
between ploin covers.

Melville Taylor, a member
of the Georgelown congregn-
tion, recalls, when Waltchtower
magazines were very scarce
and there was barely one per
family,

“My brother could lype, and
he would make triplicale copi-
jes of arlicles in the Watch-
lower for others to study,"” said
Mr. Tayler, who is 53,

Challenging the ban in court,
the Wiinessea eventually won
itheir right toreligious freedom
through a number of cases.
The Supreme Court of Canada
recognized the right of all
Canadians to practise thelr
religious belicls by the 1850,

It was shorily after the war
thal the Gecrgetown congrega-
tion was formed. Prior 1o
gothering in Georgelown, locnl
Wilnesses would go to Bramp-
ton for religlous meetings,

Continued on page €7

g, ,g it #
v 3 .'F"'I

.1’1." ' "'ﬂ':l' 4%"‘-%‘-;‘

WORTH THE WAIT'

Aller a long hurd sleighride, Sania slepped Irom bis Moat ln
Saturday into the arma of Zeller's hostesses Trisha McPher-
Kailser. ke stayed at the store for quile some Ume, gathering Usta
glris who crowded around a temporary (hrone sel up at the cenlre of

Although nol considéred a retigion by many people, the
Jehovah's Witnesses movement s now well-established world-
wlde, ils congregntiona conlnping to grow. Many of the world’s
2,210,000 Witnesses read (ranslaied coples of Lhe secl's (wo
publications, The Waichlower and Awake!, both of which ore
prinied al the complex constructed on Georgetown's outskirts
Inst year. Since founder Charles Toze Rusaell began publishing

s — Since 1866

. bis Georgetown parade

ton (left) and Patty
of toys from boys and
e store. Now back at (he

Norih Pole, Sania and his elves are wocking hard lo get all those gifis ready in Ume for the hollday
season. The joity fellow Is back In town this Satarday, thoagh, vhailing Acton lor a parade atarting
from McKenzle-Smith Bchool around 1:30 p.m. Aclon youngsters: have you gol your Ilsts ready?

{Hezald photo by Chris Azgaard)

Mayor will continue
Irwin-Dorsey probe

By CHRIB AAGAARD
Herald Staff Writer
Moyor Pete Pomeroy
plana to continue his own
review of the lrwin-Dorsey
Lid. closure, preparing a
report for town council's
Dee, 7 meeting,

The mayor and Brampton-
Georgetown Conservative
MP John MeDermid met Iast
Wednesday afternoon with
officials of the [ederal gover-
nment's Forelgn Investment
Review Agency {(FIRA)
which has been blamed for

..while 110

are laid off
at Abitibi plant

A seasonal drop in the market for fine papers i being
blamed for lay-offs at Abitibi Paper Company's Georgelown

mitl this week.

About 25 of ils 135 hourly paid employtes were
informed that their jobs were being Indefinitely auspended a
week and a half age. Another BS employees were Jald oft

Friday. »

< Plant manager George Lockwood lold The Herald that
the mill's monagement was unsure how long the lay-offs will

last.

“It may take one week or tonger,” he said, before

workers return to their jobs,

Ho denied that thoe lay-olfs have anything {o do with
Abltibl's future In Georgetown, which dimmed conslderably
last Juty am|d speculation that the plant would shut down by

Contlnued on Mage A2

forcing the shutdown of the

Georgetown publishing firm,

tiing 28 piﬂ out of work
the -::n of the year,

A “wnichﬁug" organlza-
tion deaigned lo protect Can-
adian bueslness interests
from loo much foreign own-
ership, FIRA inaisted that

. Dow Jones of Delawore,

Irwin-Dosey's parent comp-
nng. rellngquish Its Canadian
lishing Inlerests. Hefus-
Ing to sell out to Canndian
Investors, Dow Jonea decid-
cd to cloae the healthy
elown operation. *

“FIRA eaid they would
¢onsider another application
for appeal fram Irwin-Dor-
scy,” Mr. McDermld lold
The Herald Monday. "They
claimed that they offered
Dow Jones more than one
alternative to solving the
problem, but I'm not convin-
ced that the feds reaily tried
thal hard. 1 think they want
to say ‘we'll show these
people that we mean busi-
ness' and picked on one small
mm ny which they thought
ouldn’t mean very much.”
Mnynr Pomeroy agreed
that the mceling was helphul
in clarlfylng FIRA's decis-

Continued on Page A2

“Zion's Watchtower®" In 1870, the Wilnesses have grown desplie &
checkered history that lncluded widespread persecution and, In
the 19108, & federal ban that prohibited Canadlan Wlinesses from
preaching their beliefu. An “underground’ prinishop waa sel up
near Norval te carry on the message, albelt Wlegally,

{(Walch Tower Blble and Tracl Soclety phote)

BRIAN
GOODLET

Agent

Mutual Life of Canada

451-3460 or 877-4515
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Red Cross’
biggest tippers

The local Red Cross blood donor clinle sponsored by
the Rotary Club of Georgetown & week ago Monday saw
multiple donation awards presented to Lhe following donors:
maklng thelr Soth donallons were George Louth, Reginald
Hawley and Willlam Burit; Jehn Walsma, Alberi Leferink
and [lonnld Snow made thelr 15th donations; oumber 20 was
recarded by Sherrle Chlsholm and W.C. Stansel: and tenth
donailons were made by Michael Buck, Earl Merrill, D.G.
Reauchesne, Clarence Odten, Glillan Callaway, C.
Vaneghond, Mrs. M.K. Bourcau, Shella Ford and Cheryl
Gunhy,

Bryant appeals ruling

Hallen region will oppose an upltgl from single
parent Barry Bryant, the Georgetown father who has been -
trying to get welfare and a mother’s allowance from the

reglonal body which decldes whether he is eligible. Reglonal |
council agreed to uphold the decision of its socinl assistance
review board which determined that because Mr. Bryant is
fit he ia eligible to work. However, Mr, Bryant and with the
Halton Hills Community Legal Clinic maintaln that the
ruling is discriminatory, since it readily gives molher’s
nllowances to unemptoyed women with children. Mr. Bryant:
sald be does not yet wanl te send his two-yvear old son,
Kristoffer, to a day care centre.

Roll on, skaters!

Just becouse the ice ls installed at Georgetown
Memorial Arena, |t doesn’t mean roller skatlog is over untll
spring. Roller skating, the lown's recrealion department
insists, la a winter sport, loo. So, with the ce-operation of the
“Raller Alley" in Guelph, the department has initiated a
new program, busing people to Guelph Sundays for
afternoon ekaling. There's no need o reglster, fust meet the
bus. Starting Sunday, and continuing each weekend untll
further notice, n bus wlll leave the Moore Park Plaxa
parking lot and Gordon Alcolt Arena at noon, returning at 5
p.mi. The cosl for each vislt is §3 and roller skales can be
rented at Roller Alley for 75 cents, For more Information,

‘ call the department al 877-3185, j
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The Georgetown Legloss (Branch 120) annust baraar was
held before the Sania Clays parade got underway Salarday.

Santa himse!l vialled for phoics arcund noon bour and so did this
fammiilar beast from tlelevislon land, Besame Blreet's Cookls

Monster. Giving lhe fanalic chocolate chip craver a warm
welcome nl the Legion Hall are Bobbl Hyde (1eft) and three-year
old Alan MeCaughlry from Georgelown,

(Herald photo)
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