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‘Practicality’ catchword in BIA report

Dy CHRIS AAGAARD
Herald Biafl Welter
Stressing that their plan is as
practical and reasonable as
possible, conaultants attempt-
Ing to secire tho business
fulures of the Acton and
Georgetown Busincss
Improvement Areas (BIAs)

presented the f(lnn) phase of

their six-month study before a
publlc meeting

"“"We'vetried to be as reason-
able and functionzl as
ible," Peter Walker of Walker,
Wright, Young ond Associates
Ltd.--the Toronte planning
flrm which canducted the
$62,500 review—told BIA rops
from both communilies
and concerned residenta whe
crowded . the town council
chambers.

“We've come up with whal
we think is a practical plan...
even if it means some bujld-

ings may have to go."
Thedetalled plan, which was
enthusiastically received by
Acton and Georgetown
business people, has predicted

subsinntially different fulures.

for the two BIAs, Sinee the
consulling firm began holding
public meetings, it has main-
talned that downtown George-
town no longer forms the vitol
retail hubof the community as
docs Acton's BIA.

However, Mr, Walker rejte-
rated last Tuesday night thot
downtown Georgetown can
become a municipal and pro-
fesslonal centre if the lown's
proposed ecentral administra-
tion building is Jocated in the
BIA, if office space [3 encoura-
ged in houses in the area and If
o major attraction such os a
supermarket ia built in the
core.

Indeed, Mr. Walker said,

downtewn Georgetown should
be the heart of the commu-
nity, adding that it “'ls an easy

lhlng to say and nol easy lo.

do™.

“We must find other uses
besides retailing In the down-
town core. We don’l think that
‘it's unrezl to make those
"proposzls. If anything Ls golng
to hoppen (ndditional food
atores, for example} it should
be in the downtown area,™

TOWN HALL

A "“special development”
area has been designated with-
in the Georgelown BIA, barde-
red by Main Street and Mil
Strect and partlally by Back
Street. Landscaped with trees
in the plan, this, the consult-
ing firm said, would make o
good location for Lhe town hall
and possibly a new foodstore if
the opportunity arises in the
future,

Studies applauded,
costs concern town

By CHRIS AAGAARD
Herald Staff Writer
Members of the Acton and
Georgetown Business Im-
E:ovemenl Arcas {BIAs) ma:r
nxicus for town councll Lo
act on the recommendations In
the now completed study of the
downtown ceres, but Halton
Hillz planning director Mario
Vendittl has indicated that
Ihere's still a Jong way to go
before the study's suggesied
policies become part of the
town's offlcial plan.
~ He told BIA merchants,
resldents and members of the
planning boord jast Tuesday
that policles concerning (he
downlawn cores will have to be
thoroughly reviewed and then
Ro through a series of public
meetings before they become
par{ of the officlal plan, which
Is eurrently being pollshed by
a special council task force.
In the meantime, Mr. Vend-
itti sald, town staff will look for
&n "ngreement In principle”
frem council (o proposals
made in the six-month study
prepared by Walker, right,
Young Assoclates, a Taronlo
municipal planning firm.
Along with pointing out that
Geargetown gnd Acton  bias
will have entrely different
cconomic futures, the stud
has suggested ways in whi

weouncll can bolster the areas

as attractive places inwhich to
do business and has proposed
extensive physical changes
ensuring that'they remain the
heart of thelr respective
communities.

Suggesting that the re-’
commendations for both BIAs
be phased in over g period of 20
years, Peier Walker acknow-
ledged that his firm estimated
what council might spend for
the changes but de-
clined to give the figure at the

" meeling,

" However, Mr. Walker sald,
the town and the BIA must
form a partnership if the
recommendalions are to work.

indicating that planniag for the
downtown cores should be
refllecled in the town's 1982
budget if possible,

Beth Lynn Barnard, chair-
man of the Geurgemwn BIA,
and Paul Nielson, an Acton
BIA member and part of the
sludy’s steering mmmiuee.
praised the consulting firm
and its advisors for Lhelr
research, Mr, Nielson and
Acton busineasman Ted Tyler
urged ¢council lo begin budget-
ing for downtown redevelop-
ment immedlately,

“I compliment the consult-
ants for o workable and very
attractive plan," Mr. Nielson
gzald. “The ball is In our court.

“We support this (study)
and I thick the consultants
have done a very good job for
us," Mrs. Barnard said., "“As
buzineas people we need to
cffer a lot more (o Lhe people
and make the downtown area
the heart of our community."”

Once the recommendations
have been added to the town's
official plan, the lown will be
eligible to m{-ply for special
downtown improvement
grants from the provincial
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The BlAs should not be |

expected to carry the major
portion of the capital expend-
itures proposed, he added,

Hand H
Video

meets
viewers’
needs

Contlnued from page C4

from $300 o $:ww. Mr.

Humeniskl sajd he and hls
business partners have sold
asbout ten machines in the
three weeks Hand H Video has
been open.

“You'd be surprised at how
many peopta have their own
machines,” he said,

The naw busincss Is catering
tothe 9 to 5 worklng crowd. It's
not open during the day, only
in the evenings, and plans are
in the making for the buatnesy
to be open Sundays.

From adult mavies lo “Hod
Stewart in Concert" to Wall
Dianey filma, the videocraze ls
deflnitely providing competi-
‘tion for the local movie
thealre. _

Hunting and fishing trips
often take place In Isolated
areas, far from emergency
ald. In addition to the safety
equipment required by law In
every beat, the Canadlan Red
Croza Soclety recommends
“that you carry the followlng: a
complets change of warm
clothing stored [n a water-
proof container, a flashlight,
matches, first ald kit, whistle,
rope and knife, and high-
energy foods such Ba choco-
late, nuts and raisins.

government, up to $150.000 for
each BIA. A raft of cother
grants, including funds from
the Ontarle Heritage Founda-
tion and Winlario, may also
help In the future,

While sharing in the enthusi-
asm for the study's proposals,
town budget commitiee
chairman Harry Levy warned
that ¢ouncil won't commit
itself to the entire liat of
recommendations until it has
“eome Ildea of what it will
cost"’.

Halepa)r:ru may {ace larger
tax increase next year if
councl]l decides lo embark on
the redevelopment recom-
mendatlons in both downtown
cores immediately, he said.

"We must cenaider the tax-
pajers #s a whole," Coun,
Ledy stressed, rather than any
single group,

Mr. Venditti told the meeting
that he cxpected the study
wotld be used as a guldeline
for redevelopment In  the
downtown cores, in much the
same way the town uses ils
Master Parks Plan and Righ-
way 7 Corridor Siudy for
planning in these areas.

Unlike proposals for Actun's
downlown core, Georgetown's
recommendations encourage
high density residential deve-
lopment, in the Mill Stroet-
Park Avenue arca aolready
highlighted by the highrlse
Sitver Creck Towers apart-
ments,

Developinent clese to the
centre of the commanity, the

- consulting firm said, automa-

tieally provides the BIA with a
local retail base, Although one
regldent at the meeting
expressed concern that high
denslty development mlight
lcad to an incrense in vanda-
lism, Mr. Walker zaid his firm
had nol considered the
prospect because it believes
that vandalism is more readily
aitributed o economic condi-
tions and the lack of communi-
ty aitractions which might

discourage.that kind of activl-
ty.

Meanwhile, the consulting
firm has defused a potentially
contentlous issue affecting
residenis living in the James,
George and Draper Stroets
arca of Georgelown northwest
of the downtewn ecore. During
the last public meeting Sept. 1,
the consuliants suggested the
area ia especially suitable for

Infilling, or adding houses on

CHRISTMAS
CRAFT
CLASSES

Nov. 23rd, Monday, 2 to 4 p.m. — Pinecone Wmath

Nov. 26th, Thursday, 2 to 4 p.m.— Nut Tree
Nov. 30th, Monday, 2 to 4 p.m. — Pinecone Wreath

Dec. 3rd, Thursday, 2 to 4 p.ni. - Brooms and
Mats for the Holiday Season

Dec. 7th, Monday, 2 10 4 p.m. — Nut Trees
S SU S
Only 10 Persons per Class
Register in person only

Fee °2.50 per class

All Materlals ﬁvallﬂbla at:
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HOBBY & CRAFY

LANGCRAFT

SUPPLIES

47 Main St. S. anntuwn Georgetown 877-8336 “

some of the larger lots should
severance appllcations come
forward in the future,
BMALLER LOTS
Nelghboring resldents were
gulck o react to the propo-
sa), drafling a petition to
oppese any suggestion that
councll should support smaller
lot mizes and land severances
In the quict, older section of the
communliy, Mr. Walker
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described the lssue as slemm-
ing from an
cholee of words'' and assured
residents Tuesday night that
his firm had not meant to
stngle ouf the area for infllling.
Other residents were coneer-
ned with o proposal {0 even-
tunlly connect Market Street in
Geargetown with Draper
Sireet, providing an allernat-
jve route for traffle in case of

“unforiunate

emergenciea or when Maln
Street is closed for repairs and
market days.

There 13 still time for the
publle to comment, in writing,
about the sludy. 1etters should
be gent to the town's admini-
gtrative ofllces on Trafalgar
Road. A final tion on
the proposal will be made
before council In about a

’Hnd., Nov. 18th —
Sat., Nov. 21st only %)

(, \*‘f‘ e SNOWSUITS ® WINTER COATS \
() ® SNEATERS @ BOOTS & SKATES

°f See our selection of handknit sweaters, mitts and togues.
Ask us obout selling winterwear and skates for youl

Penniesworth Children’s
Consignment Shoppe

98 Main St. S.
Downtown Georgetown

877-1242

. « . Storewide
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Another shipment of excluswe

new 1
styles.

like a second skin.

¢ Genuine Comfort
- Original Styling

Avallable in

Sizes 5-11 S

Prices

981 Fali and Winter
Super comfortable, fits
Come try
them on!

* Smart Looking
¢ Excellent Value

$3000

tart at

WEST ERN BOOTS

For the lady wanting style and
comfort — quality leather —
latest styles — stacked, smart
walking heels — ‘mlcro’ stitching

Don‘t miss out on tfmse popular styles!

STEPRITE

SHOE

39 Main St. S.
Downtown Georgetown

Yﬂ& Naturalizer Store for
Fashion and Comfort!

877-1263

ONLY $74.98

E"l!h‘lﬂ.’lli m

HOURS:
Meon.

Tues. & Wed.
Thurs, & Fil,
Baturday

CLOSED

10:00 a.m. - G p.m,
10em..9pm.
Sam. . 530 pm.

® MATTRESSES & BOX SPRINGS
® COFFEE & END TABLES pis much, moch moro .

e

FURNITURE

© ROCKERS &

RECLINERS

® GAS

RANGES

o VACUUM

CLEANERS

¢ CLOTHES
DRYERS

oTV

STANDS

®CAR

STEREOS

'@ PANASONIC TV

TV, FURNITURE
& APPLIANCES

40 Main Street South
DOWNTOWN GEORGETOWN

877-3376




