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By ANFEPEDERIAN
Herald Staff Ayriter
Twenty-elght Georgetlown
area residents were told Fri-
doy tostart looking for another
job: Irwin-Deorsey Lid., a lead-
ing textbook publisher in
Georgelown since 1967, 15 ta bo
closed by its parent [irm, Dow
Jones Company of Delaware.
Irwin-Dorsey president Dick
Willis told The Herald this
week that the federal govern-
ment's certilicate came Thurs-
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FIRA ruling bureps 28 residents from jobs

Irwin-Dorsey Ltd.
closes doors Dec. 31

day in response to the firm's
Oct. 22 application to file for
dissolution, Facing little hope
of Internnl transler, the
Guelph Street plant's 28
employces were told the next
day they’'ll lose their jobs by
Beg. 31. Severance pay should
be warked out by Nav. 20.
Disselulion comes six years
after Irwin-Dorsey started
wrangling with the federal
government’s Foreign Invest-

ment Review Agency (FIRA, _
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Woman guzlty

in assault ‘deal’

A Georgetown woman was
found guilty of common
assault and given a condi-
tional discharge and six
months probation last
Wednesday morning in Mil-
ton Provincial Courlt.

Betty Conaghan was
charged originally with
.Aassaulting police while
resisiing arrest.  Mra.

Conaghan teld The Herald

last week a denl was made
with Halton regioanal police
by which she withdrew her
own charge of assault

against Canstable Brian'

Farrell if the police would

reduce her charge -0
common nisault.

Mrs. Conaghan said she
ngreed to the bargain on the
condition thal the Dee. 27
incident will remain on
Const. Farrell's recerd, poss-
ibly affecting his promotions
and raises on the lorce.

Const. Farrell said Mon.
doy .. aflter . consulting_  his
lawyer he pIun.-. to pm:eed
civilly  against  Mrs,
Conaghan. He declined 1o
give further  detalls,
pcknowledging only that his
plans were prompled by fast
week's court case,

which was called In Lo investi-
gate Dow Jones' Lake-
over of the Georgetown subsi-
diary from ils original owner,
also an American company.

Developed to guard Canadi-
an business against excessive
foreign investment, FIRA
decided Dow Jones’ 1975 lake-
over of the Richard D). Trwin
company of Illinols should not
include the Irwin-Norsey sub-
sidiary.

Dow Jones challenged
FiRA’'s ruling unsuccessfully.

=3 Twice, the Governor in Council

{ln practice, the {ederal
tovernment) upheld FIRA's
decision and finally the
Supreme Court of <Canada

d refused Dow Jones permission

to appeal.
"Il was jus! two hard posl-

tions,”" Mr, Willis commented.
"iThe parent company's
decision to close} was a recog:
nition that both sides were 180
 degrees out of phase with each
other."

FiRA had ruled that Dow
must divest itselfl of the Irwin.
Dorsey gperation or else sell
part of it to Canadian invesi-
ors. Company officials
considered employee profit-
sharing and profit reinvest-
menl in Canada as possible
solutions, but neither proved
practical. Mr. Willis told The
Herald last month it was
untikely the firm's 21 office
and warchouse workers and
seven salesmen could raise
sufficien. money to buy into
the operation.

"Dow Jones has sald that
what took plice between two
compantes outside Canada

should have no bearing on.

Irwin-Dgersey in Canada,™ Mr,
Willis sajd, "particularly when
vihe sale or merger in the U.S.
would have brought many

financial benefits to our
operation.”
A last-minute (Sept. 21)

message from FIRA suggested

SAME OLD SAGA-DANCE?

Although the venue might bave Indlepted otherwise, rock group Saga launched §is latest
sttempt at Canndian supersiardom Thursdnynight ot Georgetown District High School, one of
only two high schools chosen for concerts by the Oakvlile-based band as warm-upa for a “warld -

lour®

', Brandishing a new album (“Worlds Apari* [s number four), o batlery of apeclal effecin

including dry ice fog and enough decibels to keep the wolves away, Sags was a special treat far
Georgetown young people. The band played Massey Hall in Toronto Baturday night and continues
anto the U.S, and Europe, where they do Indeed enjoy supersiar status.

{1}erald photos by Harald Branach)

there may be ways of heading
off the closure, Mr. Willis said,
but Dow Jones never wanted to
sell the busineas and decided
on dissolution as the anly
snswer. Altempts to locate an
established Canadian pubtlsh-
er with whom {0 form a
“third'"" company were
unsuccessful, he added.

"We could live with that
compromise,” Mr, Wills
expnlained. *'Unfortunately,
every Canadian publisher Dow
Joncs spoke to wasn't interest.
ed in that kind of plan. They
were interested in buying us
out, and we weren't interested
in selling out.”

Although Irwin-Dorsey’s
profils make up only a small
portion of Dow Jones revenu-
ed, Mr. Willis sald, it was
considered “financially
successiul encugh that FIRA
may hove been overly
concerned.. |

Mr. Willis said Dow pursued
{he Issue of Irwin-Dorsey’s
fate for six years n3 a matter
of principle. The case I3 &
benchmark for forelgn
publishers In Canada, he said,
for the first time challenging
FIRA’s ruling agoinst lrans-
actions that oceiur extra-
territorially.
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There were Remembrance Day sesvices throughout Eallon Hills Sunday,
catling on resldents Lo briefly pause and refiecl upon the sacriflces many have
mede n numercus world conflicts.
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Acton's services were led by

Since 1 866

the Aclon

Clitzens' Dand {above lelt) and wreaths were lold at the Trinlty Church
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cenolaph on the communliy's Mill Streel. Meanwhile, similar eveots were
underway in Glen Wllllams and Georgetown,
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Lawyer refutes concerns over Croatian cemetery_ bid

o apparently

By CHRIS AAGAARD
Herald Blaif Writer

Residents and lawyers con-
Linued to debate Monday night
whether Halion Hills counell
should permit the Croatlon
Centre in Norval to landscape

part of {ta 150-acre properly as

& cemelery.

Speaking before the lawn's
general committec meeting,
opponents argued that prime
agricultural land should not be
used for recreational purposes

Downtown studies applauded,

other than l'nnning A leller
from the province's ministry
of food and agriculture recog-
nizes thal the Croatian Cenire,
at the northwest cormer of
Winston Churchlll Boulevard
and Sidergad Five, recsis on
good growing soil. In fact, the
facility which already rents
out much of its property for
ggricultural use, is surrounded
by farms.

Halton region has apparent-
Iy received comments express-
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ing concern over th: use of
good ogricwitural land as a
cemelery and culiural centre
from its own agricultural ad-
visory commilttee. Meanwhile,
the advisory committee’s sist-
er argantzation In Peel reglon
has not suppaorted the use of
part of the property as a
cemelery.

Al Ferrl, a Norval farmer
for 30 years, {ofld commiltee
members that the cocuntry may
face a critical shortage of good

grwing land unless wurban-
type developments smP en-
croaching an agricultural
land. As the nation's product-
ton of damestic fcod crops
dropa, he warned, our costs of
Importing staples will rise
considerably.

But Torento lawyer William
Whiteacre, in his second ap-
pearance hefore the commit-
tee on behalf of the Croatian
appiicants who want to build a
cemetery, gaid that while the
ogricultural ministry recog-

council wary about costs

By CHRIS AAGAARD

= Herald Stalf Writer

Members of the Acton and
Georgetown Business Im-
rovemen! Areas (BIAs) may
anxious for town counchl Lo
act on the recommendations in
the now completed study of the
downtown cares, but Hallon
Hills planning director Mario
Vendittl hag indicated Lhat
there's still a long way 1o g
before the study’s suggested
policles become part of the
town's official plan.

He told BIA merchants,
residents and members of the
planning board Iast Tuesday
that pelicles concerning the
downtown cores will have to be
thoroughly reviewed and then
go through a serles of public
meelings before they become
part of the official plan, which
Is currently being polished by
o special councll task force.

In the meantime, Mr. Vend-
L1ti sald, town staff will look for

an “agrcement In principle”
from council (o proposals
made in the slx-month study
prepared by Walker, Wright,
Young Assoclates, a Toronto
munlelpal planning firm.
Along with pelnting out that
Georgetawn and Acton  bias
will have enticely different
economic fulures, the siudy
has suggested ways in which
councll can bolster the areas
ssaftracilve places in which to
do business ahd has p
exiensive physlcal changes
enguring that they remain the
heart af thelr respective
communities.

Suggesting that the re-

.commendations {or both BlAa
be phased in over o period of 20
years, Peler Walker acknow-
ledged that his ficom estimated
what council might apend for
the proposed changes bul de-
clined to give the figure at the
“meeling.

However, Mr., Waolker sald,

ihe town and the BIA must
ferm a pactnership if the
recommendations are lo work.

The BIAs should not be
expecied to carry the major
portion of the capital expend-
iturcs propesed, he addedq,
indicating thot planning for the
downtown cores should be
reflected in tha lown's 1682
budget if possible.

Both Lynn Barnard, chair-
man of the Georgetown BIA,
and Paul Nielson, an Acton
BIA member and part of the
study’'s steering commlitiee,
proised the consultlng firm
and lts advisors for thelr
rescarcy. Mr, Nielson and
Actlon buainessman Ted Tyler
urged council to begin budget-
ing for downtown redevelop-
ment Immediately,

"l compliment the consult-
anis for a workable and very
atiractive plan,” Mr. Nlelson
aald. ""The ball is In our court.

“We support lhis {(study)

John Street mishaps
ed prompt radar patrols

tialten regional police have
assured Mayor
Pete Pomeroy that they will
begin regular radar potrols
along John Sirect in George-
town, near the Mountainview
flaad North intersection
following two recent traiflc
accldents involving young
children.

John  Street  reaident
Graham Ferguson, who stood
before Monday night's genéral
commlitee meeting to appeal
for radar patrols ond side
walks for lhe ulet resldential
sireet in the ﬂ?der part of Lhe
community, was told thal
police would try and keep &
careful check on npeedur: in

the orea.
But Mr. Ferguson's second

request—-the construction of .

sldewalks along John Street—
can't be guarantced unill the
town has set lis 1802 budget,
Mayer Pomeroy.added. The
town's publlc works deport-
ment has been asked to report
on the costs on Installing
pedeatrian walkwoys,

A witness to an accident in
which hila nejghbor's daughter
wad siruck by a car carller thia
year, Mr. Ferguson aaid the
incldent tends to “'stick [n hls
mind”, and he argued that
residents muat concern them-
sclves with the lraffic problem
In the arca. Two weeks ago,

fix-year old Charlie Snook was
struck on Mountalnview Road,
north of John Sireet while
walting [or a achool bus.

Had it not been for ¢ars
travelling too f(ast, Mr,
Ferguson maintained, Lhe
accldents may have been
prevented. He ashed councl]
net only to have radar potrols
incrensed {n the arca but also
to arder maximum speed limit
slgns for John Slreet,

There are plona to eatablish
two housing developments
below John Sirect ncar (he
intersection with Mountain-
view Rond, he noted, antigi
pating that there wlll be more
chlldren playlng in the area In
the future.

and I think the consuliants
have done a very good job far
us,"" Mrs. Barnard said. “'As
business people we need (o
offer o lot more to the people
and make the downtown nrea
the heart of our community.™

Onee the recommendallons
have been added to the lown's

Continued on page AZ

nizes the property as being
situated on good agricultural
land, they afso note that Its use
as a cemclery does nat mean a
algniflicant loss of farm land.

Referring to comments
made last week when a large
delegation of residents neigh-
bering the Croatlian Centre
appeared before council, Mr.
Whiteacre said that it is unlike-
ly that there would be more
than one funeral service a
week in Lhe cemet-
ery. He added that there wowld
not be the long and trafflc-
clogging funernl processions
parked along Winston Church-
il Bowlevard or Sideroad Five
anlicipated by the centre’s
neighbors.

There is already plenty of
parking onthe Croatian Centre
itself, he sald, and told the
committee that the cemetery
plans call for parking for 312
cars near the burial site. About
2,000 plots are planned for the
cemelery which will take up
about five acres of the entire
property.

Mr. Whilcacre argued that
other groups have made use of
Lhe centre, including the Peel-
Halten Soccer Association
which wos allowed lo host
games on goccer pitches locat-

armers want land preserved

ed nt the cenlre,

-The explosion which resid-
enila cluim frightened livestock
June 13 was caused by the
sudden combustion of gascline
¢n a mound of trash left over
from the Croatian Feast of St.
Francis that weckend, Mr,
Whiteacre said, assuring
commitice members that pel-
lce and the fire departments
were called and decided that
lh;: problem was under coni-
rol,

Although the Croatians using
their Halton HIills property
report directly to Rome rather
than fo the local (Hamilton)
Roman Cathelic diocese, they
are Roman Catholics, he
stressed. Roman Cathaolics and
other residents will be allowed
to use the cemelery, although
it is anticipated that most of
the plots will be purchased by
people of Croatian descent,

Hesldents interested In
cominenting on the application
tarezone the land, allowing the
cemetery (o b-L* built must
present their submisslons to
the town olffice on Trafolgar
Road by Friday. Within the
next month, town planners wili
present thelr report to council,
offering recommendations oan

the proposal,
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Georgetown Districl High

School's cross country
Rebels dominated thelr
fourth consccutive OFSAA
meet Baturday sl Doyd Con-
servallon Area near Bramp-
ton, The senior boys' leam
{lelt} Is agoin number one in
Ontario (imembers are Glen
Brittan, Jim Mclatyre, Dave
Gritfiths, Stacey Wheeler
and Doug Smith) while Erle
Hopkine (above) of (he
midget boys finished second
in his division, mnother
aslounding feat for Lhe gritty
Hebels, The Herald wilil
carry & full report oa the
meet in Friday's Weekend
Fxira,

(Herald pholos by

Harald Bransch)
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