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- 'Legal ‘pot’ debate

still smoldering

Parents, service clubs and social
agencies across the land are currently
rallying to stop a piece of federal
legislation which most Canadians had
accepted as inevitable -
“decriminalization’ of marijuana,

Political observers continue to
suggest that Parliament will indeed
pass laws making simple possession of
cannabis a misdemeanor punishable
by & small fine, It was less than five

s ago, after all, that the nation’s
egislators were generally agreeing
marijuana users should not be thrown
in jail for taking a drug many experts
~considered no more harmful than
alcohol.

‘ Medical studies since then,
however, appear to have turned the
issue upside down, alarminﬁ

previously unconcerned parents wit

indications that pot does indeed have
some disturbing long-range effects just
like the anti-drug crusaders used to
say. Now police associations,
educators, the Canadian Medical

Association and dozens of citizens' lob-

bies are urging the federal government

to hold off on, if not reject outright, any
suggestion that pot controls should be
softened.

~ The worried parent who has
written The Herald and other
newspapers (see page AS) urging

_readers to advise their MPs against
decriminalizing marijuana isg l}rpical

of the new opponents of “liberal” pot

laws. She points out that young peaple
may not realize in the short term how
physically, mentally and emotionally
damaging the drug's extended use can

the .

be, and expresses concern that

decriminalization may be interpreted
by them as a government sanctioning
of pot use.
- We disagree; and nor do we
believe that maintaining or inten-
Eiffring current cannabig legisiation
will act as a deterrent to the teenage
drug user - quite the opposite, in fact,
We've raised “Prohibition
syndrome’’ idea before with reference
to soft drug use: young people will not

stop taking illicit drugs simply because
the government tells them not to, and
pre-teens who first begin using
marijuana because of peer pressure
will not so easily be swayed from an
activity that, because of current laws,
becomes to them an adventurously
clandestine form.of rebellion.

From James Dean to television’s
“Fonzie”, the “outlaw' image is still a
hit with the post-war generation, and
insensitive political administrations,
needless to say, do little to help young
people separate right from wrun%.

What bothers us in particular
about the letter to the editor at right is
that its author leaves what we consider
her most pertinent point until the very
end: ‘‘what about an educational
program for our kids?”

Again, we've made this point
before. Unique public awareness cam-
Eaigns like those undertaken this year

y Optimists International and the
Canadian Teachers’ Federation are
laudable, but barely cover the ti F of the
iceberg. Stranded in an ocean of moral
contradiction by their stress-possessed

rents, most of today's young people
ack the inner guidance mechanism
that might steer them away from drug
abuse and long-term dependence on
artificial stimulants,

What is needed, then, is an
overall educationnl system gesared to
the practicality of modern living in
North America. Total immersion cour-
ses, living “skills”, value counselling
and such innovations as the “positive
peer pressure’’ system outlined in last
week's Herald are slowly turning
secondary education into a more wor-
thwhile and rewurdir?g experience, but
clearly there’s still a long way to go.

Threatening young mple with
punishment for activities they do not
consider "‘crime’ or even "sin'’ is far
from the correct answer.-If today’s

rents can’t teach their children BY

XAMPLE the proper, righteous and
healthy way of living, then perhaps our
educators can somehow produce a new
generation of parents who will,

Letter from the editor

Paul Dorsey

Just my imagination?

Is it just my imagination?

Has the erime rate in Halton Hills soared over
the past year, or Is Il just that our “pelice beat”
reporier, Ani Pederian, is gleaning more items from
the stalf sergeant every week?

My speculation may be less than objective:
last week I arrived at my Normandy Boulevard
home at about 12:30 a.m. onc night, parking my car
as usunl beside the house, which i3 on a quiet
residentla] cul-de-aac, Four hours later [ was at (he
Georgetown police station reclalming my billfold
full of drivers' papers, membership cards and
medical information that I routinely keep in my
glove com ent.

M to my astonishment, some youlhful
thief had calmly strolled up my driveway to the
uniocked car, climbed 1o and rooled arcund in the
glove box. Thers was no money: I'm nalve, not
dumb.
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The Hallon regionals (thanks sgein, )
had pleked the kid up not far away soon after the
heist. Already Lhe proud owner of a criminal .
he'd stolen n pick-up truck enriler that night,
abandoned It after two blocks' driving, and star{ed
roaming around windowshopping among ed
cars. At the polico atation, my property was ed
in o &ille of combs, cigarette packs, bottle
and Canadlian Tire money. The kid must bave had a
;Ttk like Santa Claus’ by the time the cops nabbed

m, :

It was a minor incident, to be sure; just

Io Halton Flla a1} my ki and diast guite capoet
n all my Iife an 't quite
anything llke this for awhlle yet.

Fortunately, we're silll & long way [rom
[requently witnessing the kind of tragedy that
occurred in Acton last week, Let's hope things get
better hefore they get worse.
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You can dance as much as you march to the musle of the Canadisn Forces Vimy Band,

which performed to near capacity mudiences last Toesday at Actoa High Behool and si

~.' Georgetown District High School last Wednesday. Known previously as the Air Transport Band,
the Kingsion-based group started out In 1968 and has travelled to many forelgn countries since,

surprising sudiences with lis varied reperioire.

{Herald phoio by Harald Bransch)

SPARE TIME LEGEND

Has Pierre Trudeau cornered

Ronnle Hawkins, **a legend in his spare time', performed
(wo shows in Halon Hills last Tuesday, helplng open Lhe now
library-cullural eentre. His pariicolar brand of muslc, which can
be described as taking the best parts of rock, coantry, and good
ol honky tonk, has crossed nge barriers for about 30 years and -
it's stiti growlng strong with s new, younger following. A review
of lasi weck's conceri and more pholos will appear In the
Herald's Weekend Exira Friday.

(Photo by George Evashuk)

our angry ‘Gang of Eight’?

By Stewart
~MacLeod

Ottnwa Bureauy
of The terald

Heaven knows thero are many
ways to view the situation, bul It seems
to me that Prime Minlster Trudeau, by
gaining agreement Io principle lo
another {irst ministers’ meeting on the
consttution, has virtunlly won his
ensade. :

Unless there are some slariling
surprises, it's diffleult to see how
Trudeau con Jose, Certalnly, he has
everything to galn.

There is no doubt that the vantage
poinis vary, and an Otlaws Cillzen
report, for Instance, saya thal “the
premiers have skillfully forced Prime
Minister Trudeau to delay his plans {o
act unllaterally on the constitution.'”
Frankly, [ would have been more
inclined to say (hat Trudesuy, and
rather skillfully at that, has forced the
dissenting premiers into a rather
awkward corner.

There I8 golng to be ecnormous

pressure on *The Gang of Eight’” to
come up with some positive com
mises when they meet with Tru
taward the end of October, particularly
after the prime minister offered, what
he termed "significanl” compromises
himsell.
PRESSURESIIFTS

And alter meeting with the prime
minister, Premler Willlam Bennett of
Britlsh Columbia — who was represent-
ing the dissenting premiers - said that
his colleagues “"found much that was
positive’ from his meeting with
Trudeau, Given these circumstances,
plus the (nct that an ebvious majority
of Canndians are becoming {ed up with
this horrific hassle, the pressure [s
clearly on the premiers lo come up
with some posttive responses,

Quite apart from public opinlon
aurveyx, open-line radio Bhows across
the coun indlcate that there is
widespread support for a quick seflle-
ment of the constitutlonal equabble,
and even those who atoutly oppose
Prime Minister Trudeau's methods,
and perhaps even the content of the
patriation package, cften say he should
go ahead with his unllateral action.

But, frequently, there has been Lhe
suggestion thal Trudesus asnd Lhe
premiers should make one last-dilch
effort o reach a compromise,
parlicularly since the Supreme Court
of Canadn emphasized the need for
constitutional consensus. And we must
not forget that the New Democratic
Party now |3 hinging (s support on
Trudeau’s final attempt to negotiate

sueh a consensus with the provinces.
On the face of it, and without knowling
the details of Trudeau’s proposed
compromises, he would have appeared
{o have gone a long way toward getling
this NDP support. If the dissenting
premiers *lound much that was
positive,” in the proposals, surely the
New Democrats can't perceive it to be
any less,
CAN'TLOSE

Even If one or two of Lhe opposing
provinces declde o support the
Trudeau package, along with Ontario
and New Brunswick, the prime minlst-
er could probably lay elaim to the
necessary consensus. And if three or
four provinces get onside with kim, he
will have clear zailing.

The worst that could happen to the
prime minkater, it seems to me, is for
Lhe eight opposing provinces to remain
where they are. In that case, Trudeau
will atifl be ahead of the game, since
Premier Bennett has alrendy indlcated
that e prime minlster is making 8
serious effort toward compromise. And
if he should fni] to reach agreement
with any additienal provinces, there
will undoubtedly be ncreased support
for his unilateral action. He wil] have
merely ndded emphasls to his favorite
argumen! that unanimous conatilutio-
nal a ent with the provinces is a
virtual {mnpossibility.

Barring the unexpecied, It would
seem to me that by following the
course he has charted, the prime
minisier has everything to galn and
almoeat nothing to lose.

Young Tories receive dose

of Bill Davis’ ‘pragmatism’

By Derck
Nelson

Queen's Park Bureau
of The iferald

For this observer il was a remark-
able moment, onc I can'l recall
encountering before, in mote than a
decade of off-and-on listening to and
reading Bill Davis speeches,

To o gathering of young Tories
here the premier waxed eloquent about
the philosophy that underllcs his view
of the Ontarlo Progressive Conservat-
lve Party and its role as o government.

Now Lhis kind of speech con often
act like a sedative on people’s hearing,
but Davis gave onc of his superior
platform performances und kept his
audience hooked.

Mind you, the politically oriented
young tend (o be more interesied in

losophy than thelr elders, 1t

omes & voyage of discovery when
young to read Edmund Burke and John
Locke.

And, excluding the climb-the
lndder -careerists In the PC Youth,
many young Tories make that Lrip,

Unfortunaiely for PC youth unlty,
however, they often arcive at different
destinatlons.

i H{JNMEI} IIEHE:H i

segment of young Conservallves
has always been aitracted by the
Amertcan political right-wing, (he
Renald Reagan view of reality, with Its
rools in economle and political
{recdom,

Another segment, and tho eno with
which Davis idenillies, slngs more In
tune ‘with the Britlsls Tory herilage,
with its bellel in ‘‘peace, order, and

good government” rather than the
United States' “llfe, liberty, and the

pursull of happiness.™
in practice, the Brillsh lineage

menns heavy government involvement
in most aspects of life, and Davis was
noi apologetic about it, argulng, for
example, thal In our amell country

where capital is short government

must lead the economy.

He mentioned Untario Hydro, the
Urban Transit Development Corpora-
tion, and the Suncor oi]l purchnse as

c¢lassic cases.
PEOPLE TOO
As for the rights of Individunls,
these too must be handled by the

“legislated route.”

Agaln he have an example, saying

he made no apelogy for his govern-
ment’s taking away the righ

rolect Lhat
rsell.

without a seal bell, to
individunl agalnst him or

In the samo vein he defended the

controversial Bill 7, the revisions to the
ts Code, as a means of

Human Righ
“'protecting minorities.”

POET’S CORNER

t of an
Individual to drive an automobile

He reiterated Lhe obvious, that
Ontario Tories are not doctrinalre but
pragmalic, and don’t need "'purlty of
Ahought’” to do their job,

In the end he touched on the inner
Davis, and said the key for him s that
when he shaves In the morning he had
;*.-n diffliculty In looking himself in the

ace.

Nor should he. The Davis brand of
Progressive Conservatism, the so-
called Red Tory approach, has long
validity oand greal history In this
couniry,

But Lhe fear exists, valld in my
view, Lhat the activist, interventionist,
collectivist brand of conservatlsm [s
running away with isell, :

Funding UTDC was a worthy, very

Tory type of gamble - bul buying
Suncor?

" Revislons nnd extensiona to Lhe
Human Rights Code, yes - but “special
programa’’ [or dealgnated groups?

Mus. the reach of the stole keep
growing? s Swedlsh-siyle zpirliual
death and bureaucrallc dictatorahlp
our destination too?

- Autumn

Down in the valley the swifl river

MuUr murs,

The sireams fret and scold as they
hurry by, . !

The Jeaves tell a tule an goftly they
whisper,

“1 can't linger leng”, cold autumn
winds sigh.

The shlvering sumac her red leaves
are falllng,

The now crimson maple her gariings
muit shed,

Aeroas the wide Inndscape aweet Flora
has vanlshed,

The once lovely blossoms are wiihiered
and dead, :

Up onn the hill top the bloejay I
screeching,

As il in delinnce to winter's cold blast,
Roon Lhrovgh the valley his prey will
have vanished,

As winter her blanket shall all over
cask.

But hark! through the sllence comes
0128 Motlher Bouthwind

To cue and to all as if {0 proclalm,
God's atlil in bls heaven snd we bave
his promise, '

The woodlands shall blogm In (helr
beauty agaln. '

—By Margarct King,
Georgetown.

THIRTY YEARS AGO-A new industry in Norval s
Lindner-Gurd Lid, The [irm is Jocated in the former
Mareton Weod Produets ballding behind the federal
mill and is slicing apples for the wholcssale trade.,
The bulk of apples sre purchased by bakerles,
hatels, and restaurants In the clty, but the firm 1s
cxperimenting with small retall packages In
pllofilm bags. The sliced apples are belng marketed
under the trade nome “Orchard Fresh Brand™.
While working on a water main on Mili Street
near the Maln Street comer last week, town
werkmen cut -a telephone cable by mistake,

‘disrupling telephone service st one end of town for

several hours. .

Two "lost" ads [n the claasifieds. "Lost, Oct. 3,
an the Seventh-Line, belween Golf course and
Silvercreck, one washing machine Ild. Anyone find
ihls would appreciate if you would phone. Also Jost
is a smoker's pipe, stralght, brown, lost in the
vicinily of post office.

Ideal weather conditions favored the anntal

match of the Halton Plowmen's Azsociation held
last Thursday, There were 28 conlestants,
somewhat belaw the average entry of the hpu.at few
yearn. Hornby's Stanley May won the Esso

Champions Sgccinl for the Yest ridge In walking
Y

plow classes by a Halton contestant,

So much interest has been engenderod |n the
growing “'Porky" prize al the weekly bingos at
Holy Crosz Church thaf on Monday the church hall
could nol accommodate all the crowd. So that
everyone has a chance ot the prize money next
week, the bingo has been moved to the larger Leglon
Hall, "Porky" is a special prize offered for a full
card calling up to 50 numbers. No one has won for
gecveral wecks and Porky-now contalns about $130.
TWENTY YEARS AGO-Unless 'councl] securce
some deflnite opinion from the Ontarlo Municl
Board by next weck, Georgelown's Decem
munielpal eleclion may continue on a basis of
electing councll by gencral vote than by wards as
has been anticipated. Bowing o the wishea of the
eiectorate cxpressed in a plebiscite lrat December,
council pagsed a hy-law returning to ward votes and
estnhllnﬁlng three wards, Uniil now the town has
been unnble to find out what the board intends to do.

Al present, the Acton mayor teceives $2800 a
year and the councillors $400 a year, roughly $8 a
meeting, which is deducted from meetings not
alterrded, Nolees are paid for commiitee meetings.

The continucus expansion of Georgetown
High School in enrolment, facllities and teachlng
stafl has ereated another {imst, the establishment of
teaching departments and the appolotment of
department heads, Blair Armstrong has been
named head of the commercial department, Paul
Legge, head ef the English department, J. Belamy,
head of the math department, George Rogister,
head of the science department and Florence Luke,
head of the moderns department.

Publication of names of delinquent tax payers
may be a measure gdopted by councll this year to
overcome A situation which Mayor Hyde lermed
“critleal’” at Monday's council meeting,

The co-founder of Verlan Assoclates Lid,
which has a plant here, Sigurd F. Varian, 60, was
killed in a private plane crash in Mexico, Mr.

Yarian and two assoclales [nvented the Klystron

tube, basic element of radar, .

Rex Heslop, president of Delrex Develep-
ment, Ltd, has been charged with attempled bribery
of Mayor Ern Hyde. He was arrested Wednesday by
the Criminal Investigations branch of the QPP,
taken to Milton and later releasad on $20,000 ball.

The Rebels made Milton eat crow for the
second successive time by downing them 8to 6inan
impartant Inter School foolball gome at Georgetown

High School. The win clinched the league for the
tocal squad.

TEN YEARS AGO-The lighis illuminating the
Cedarvale playing lield went on officially Mooday
night when the Georgetown Kinsmen Club Vice-
President Warren McLay Ml the switch in a
brief cerermnony at Lhe control box. Installation of
the lights was n Kinsman project.

A [ull picket line has reappeared in frant of
the Georgetown Hydro building on Waler Street to
stop attempls to bring In cutside help, Picketers are
asking people paying bills to honor thelr picket Line
and muil their payments instead. The coniract with
the Hydro Comumission expired April 1. The 13
Hydro employees aren't recelving sirike pay and 80
some of themn have been working at jobs.

Go transit rall service to serve Georgetown
was announced Thursday by Premier Bl Davis.
Hn aaid he hopes the system can be implementad by
late 1972 and plans negotiations with Caoadian
National Rallways on the possibllity of inltiating it.
The area served by the pnew Go system will be
Georgetown, Bramplon, Bramalea, Malton and
Weston. The Go transit scheme ulillzes Govern-
ment of Ontaria communter trains on CNR lines,

Georgelown will have a full-time pald flre
chicf before Lhe end of the year. Council a o
advertise for one, Coun. Hyde was the lone
dissenier, He sald it was the first step to a full-tima
paid fire department and that it would account to a
g.]mrtr:r million dollar budget in a few years, Reevo

¢ Morrow felt it was a timely move since the town
now has 17,000 people. "1 think we have been very
close {0 borrowing irouble by nol having a paid
ehicf,” he sald.

Another {irst for library service in town will
take place Oct. 30 when a bookmablle will be n the
Georgetown Market Centre. All books and records
narmally borrowed or exchanged ot the Geo
Publle Library on Church Sireet will be accepled at
the bookmobile,

In an atltempt to utllize achool facillties in

Georgetown lo the best advantage and to provide
residents with the opportunity to pursue thelr
faverite sport or pasttime, Lhe Georgetown recreat-
ten commitlee has begun extensive investigations
as to the futlure requirements of the town. A nurvey
has been distributed to households of the Moore
Park area.
ONE YEAR AGO-Calllng munlcipal spending the
blggest issue facing both lgwn and reglonal council
ln the next two years, Mayor Pele Pameroy says he
will conasider resigning tlon if south Halton
forces reglonal council to abandon sewer
rales, a move now studied. Reverslon to the
old chargeback system whereby each of Hallon's
four member municlpalities must cover ita own
sewer and waler service costs could have a $1.4
million impaet upon Halton Hills' urban taxpayers
according to the mayer,

The Halton Separate School Board received
an $50,000 allolment last Wednesday from the
ministry of educalion towards the of
properiy for a new facllity for 5t. Joscph's Separate
School tn Acton, :

Work is well underwny on renovations to the
Paper Mill Dam in Glen ‘Wliylia:m. Changes to the
dam are part of a major project by the Credit Valley
Conservation Authorily to prevent the annuat lea
jam and flood on the Credil River.

The Georgetown and District Red Cross
Soclety announced an Acton branch would socon be
formed, with Henry Kroes aa dent,

The Optimist Club of etown's Third
Annual Crogs Country Run went on as scheduled
Sn:;.ttrdn_-,lr d:ﬁpitn ml:erlibla weather, Hills werd
exiremely alppery, lorcing many runners (0 tse
their hands as weil ax Lhelr t‘u{, some grabbed
nearby trees for support. There were 324 runners

altending the meet, representing 15 of the 21 schoals
invited.
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