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' No need to roam....
" it’s right here at home
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eorgetown father fights support discrimination

By ANI PEDERIAN
§lerald Staff YWriter

Are male single parents
being discriminated against by
provincial and municipal
governmenis?

Barry Bryant, 32, father of
Kristoffer, thinks so. He stag-
ed a onc-man demonstration
Monday before the Hallon
social services office on Main
Street in Georgetown,

Mr. Bryanl i3 raising
Kristolfer who is a litile over
two years old, alone. Separat-
ed from his commaon-law wife,
he feels a father should be able
to stay home and lock after his
child.

Mr. Bryan!'s tangle with
municipal and provincial
governments began last April
when he applied for wellare
and mother’s ollowance.

He applied for welfare and
was told he had to put Kristof-

fer in a day care cenire and

start Jooking for work,

] put Kristoffer in the day
care home, but my son isnt
ready for it, He didn't eat his
lunch, and when I got him
home he cried out in his sleep
_ during his noen nap, and he
wouldn’t eat his supper
either.'' said Mr. Bryant.

“1 won't put my son through
that kind of emoticnal trauma.
He's not ready for it yet.”

Mr. Bryant sald Kristoffer

was physically abused when he
was a baby and has been a
slow developing child because
of emaotionad problems.

He wanls o get his child
toilet-trained and talking
belore he puts him in a centre.
He's asked (o financink assist-
ance from wellare for one
year,

“They're telling me I'm
physically [it and able to work
so I'm not cligible for wel-
fare,” he said. “*You give me a
job where I can take my son
with me and I will work."" Al
prescat he's got a job painting
a house, but since he has to
work around Kristof{er's meal
and nap times. he can only
work a few hours o day.

The municipal government
encourages self-sufficiency
rather than dependence en the
sysiem, said David Sawarc,
supervisor of the Hallon social
services office,

Karen Thompson-tamry of
the Georgelown Legal Clinic
has been working with Mr,
Bryant and said there are
many women who have childr-
en in school all day and they
receive welfare.

“It is blatant discrimina-
Hon," she said. “We have
many women clients who
receive welfore and the issue
s never even raised about
them going oul to work.” She

said this is the first case of ifs
kind in Haltan.

She said there is no legi-
slation thal says single-parent
men aren't allowed to collect
welfare if they choose (o roise
their child,

*“Only the director says he's
diserimtnating in spplying the
legislation,” said  Mrs.
Thompson-Harry.

My, Szwarc said the general
welfare acl limlts the lengih of
time a man can stay home and
take care of his children to six
months. Local municipalitics
can issue linancial support for
a maximum of six months, but
only Lthe direcier of inceme
maintenance for the federal
ministry of social services can
extend that time llmil, He said
the 1976 act docsa't limit
female single parenis thal
way.

“It would appear that it is
discriminatory against men,”
he said.

Mr. Bryant has appealed to
the socinl assistance review
board with the ministry of
communily and social services
regarding the welfore dect
sion. They had a hearing at the
end of July, and Sepl. 9 were
informed that their appeal had
been denled.

They are now appealing the
welfare decision te the
Supreme Court of Onlario. It

He’s feathering vies 100
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100k out, Hallon Hills, Rompin' Ronnie Hawk
native who's made Canada his home for over 20 years,
new library-culiural cenire. Ronnle's visll will be one
two-week opening ceremony, which may fealure scveral top
Ticket Informsutlon — and you're urged to acl

BT7-5185.
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iakes up (o @ year lo get o
hearing, Mrs. Thompson-
Harry said.

Mr. Bryant nlso applied for
maolher's allowance six monihs
ago.

“All I've golten is red tape.
They'd like to help me but they
can’l because aof lhe rniles,”
he sald.

The provincial legislation
states only women can recelve
mother's allowance, which is
0 per cent provincially (und-
ed, and 40 per cent federally.

“There are single fathers
receiving mother's allow-

ance,” Mrs. Thompson-liarry .

said. “Most of them are finish-
ing their schooling.™

She said other men in simdtl-
ar positions have appealed Lo
the human righls commissian
regording recelving mother’s
alinwnncc and been success-
[ul. '

“The only reason we're not
taking it to the human rights
commission is Lthat it takes too
long-about (wo years,'" she
soid,

Mr. Bryant Is appeallng the
pravincial decision denying
him mother's allowance to the
social assistance review
baard, Oct. 7.

Mrs. Thompson-Horry says
they don’t have much hope af
succeeding. She sald the board
hasa'l overturned a direclor’s
decision in seven years,

highlights

re opening

Puum.}::;ur stompin’.boots,

o= Ambitious Leath

Time", is coming to Halien
Hitls Oct. 20 (o help open owr

- mew Library-Cultural Centre,

ins Is comin® at ya! The Hawk, an Arkanias
will perform two shows Oct. 20 at the lown's
of the highlights of the centre’s gala
performers atill to be announced,
promptly — is avallable from the town office,

{Quallty Records Photo}

Activan six months later

Halton Hllls' enginecring
department has released its
flrst report on the town's
ActiVen transit system for the
physically disabled, notin
that the service is "‘depend-
able, comfortable and econom-
}ml.iﬁnd ix belng .apprec-
oted''.

Launched in May, ActiVan
has completed six months of
service, making a tatal of 760
trips so far, the report, pres-
ented to the tg:m Eganml
commiitee Monday nignt .
The heavieat use of the m@u
was In July while wvac-
ations and rainy weather in
~August may have caused the
drop in use,

Most of the users ar¢ senior
citizens with the remaining 25
per cont spread evenly among
all age groups. About half of
the AciVan's trips are for
medical purposes, trans t-
ing ers o the Tge-.
town and District Hospital and
olher polnts for physiotherapy.
The service is operatad by the
Tyler Trensport Ltd. in Acton

and administered by the Acti-
Van Advisory Commitiee
{AAC),

Actonians using the service
find it handy lor geiting them
to the community’s Friends-
In-Deed Club Swim Sunday
mornings. A apecial arrange-
ment with Tyler Transport will
solve one Centennial Mlddle
Schoal atudent’s daily travel
problems to and from school.

Therearean average of nlne
trips per doy each week, Lhe
repart notes. The AAC, while
concerned about tying up the
vehicle for extended trips,
mn{ broaden the scope of the
ActiVan's service to beyond
the town's boundaries, en-
abling passengers to reach
points in Brampton, Guelph or
Milton, -

ActiVan is currenlly oper-
atlng on a one-year lriavliﬁm'[nd
which ends In April. cther
or not the service (s continued
in 1962 will likely depend on
town council's sppralzal of its
coals compared to iis use.

The report acknowledges

thal ActlVan, like other publie
transit eystems, is operatlng at
a deflcit al about $10 per trip.
It Is estimated that it will cost
$38,000 to keep ActiVan rolling
to the end of the trial period,
half of thls coming from ihe
provinclal ministry of com-
munity and social affairs and
the balance from public fund-
ralsing elforts.

A substantlal amount
($12,000) of the public contrib-
ulten was raised earller this
spring when the Levl Strauss

cundntion, based in San
Francisco, answered a call for
funds from Halten Helping
Hands and Levi's own employ-
¢es at the Stonny Creck, Ont-
ario plant,

Riders subscribe to the serv-
ice paying o 50 cent fare each
trlp. The report says thal of
AcliVan's 01 reglstered uaers,
32 live in Georgetown, 20 In
Acton and nine in 8

Esquesing lownship, Three

quarters of (ho users are

WOImen.

More, commonly known as
“The Hawk' by his two gen-
erations of rock and roll fons,
Resnie, 48, will perform two
shows during his brief stay In
town, one ot 7:30 p.m. and the
olher two hours later. His act
is among 20 evenis planned for
the gala two-week opening
ceremony ai the centre begin-
ning Ocl. 14.

During a press conference al
the Norih Halton Goll and
Counley Club in Georgelown
last Wednesdny, Ronnie was
generous In his praise ol the
facilities he and hic band will
use in a few wecks.

“That's nice, that's real
nice,” he =said in his char-
acleristic Arkansas drawl.
“That’s 'bout as high class as
you can gel. Alter I saw the
facilities, ] asked if 1 could jusi
move rlght in. Whal a record-
ing sludio they would make!"

Somechow avolding ‘‘super
nova® stardom {(flaring brielly
and then hurning out all toget-
her), Ronnle became a legend
through his musle even whilz
slaying In Canada, a country
which often refuses to believe
thal its up and coming muaic-
lans have an inkling of great-
ness In them, desplte Ronnie's
efforts to give them a boost
whereyer possible,

He's been somewhat of an
oracle to olher legends who
have left mllestones in rock
histary: The [ate John Lennon
and Elvis Prealey to name only
a couple.

When Ronnie rumbles Into
Halton Hills, he'll bring with
him the kind of show that has
brought hundreds of thousands
of people to thelr feet demand-
ing more of his unmistakably
“Hawklsh™ countiry-Aavored
rock ahuffiea. Currently, Ron-
nie is riding another wave of
populority which began, he
goya, about three ycars afo
and brings in 18 year olds to
clubs already (ilied with fol-
lowers old enough to be Lhelr
older brothers and sisters or
even their parents,

Having been chased out ol
seedy, ‘“Redneck'’ ~ juke
jolnts In the southern US.
when his career was just
beginning bock in the [nte
fiflles, Rornie thinks that the
267-seal  audltorium
tibrary-cultural
offers a compromise between
{he lIald-back, engy almoes-
phero of & club and the comfort
of a thentre,

But he wanis to sce people
have n good Lime, the same
type of rollicking good humor
he o rs lo radlate every-
{lme he steps on stoge. $lonnle
told councillors, town officlals
and members of the press last
week that he wants to play
whatever the audience wants

Contlnued on Page 2

British frecloncer and author llelen Long (cenire) shares her
auloblographical boek 'Change Into Uniform® wilh Chris Macewan (Left),
vice-president of the Universlly Women's Club and daughter Rosemary
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'A LONG GLANCE

of the world,

Oliver. Mrs. Long talked about her experiences as a freclancer In London

Thursday, Bhe safd writiag ls the *]am' oa her *'bresd and hut_ter“. An

ertown Association

enthusiastic woman with colorful language she advised her audience Lo write
for London magatines as they are Interested in what's going on In other parts

{Herald pholo by Ant Pederlan)

prepares tourist boost for Acton

in the
cenire here:

“Ultimately, our goals are
and we will acbieve
them,” an effervescent. Chip
Petrillo told members of lown
council and Hallon-Burlinglon
MPP Julian Reed Friday as he
announced the formation of
Acton's new Leathertown
Axspcialion.

Speaking at the Acton Drop-
In Centre, Mr. Petrillo, the
associalion’s chairman, said
that Jocal residents are very
excited about the community's

tenilal lo become a moajor

istoric and tourint attracilon
in southwestern Onlario,

“We've got a lot of good
projects,” he sald, “What we
need I8 the funding to carry
them through.”

Barely four days old when
Mr. Petrillo made his enthus.

“jastic appeal to Mayor Pcle

FPomeray and councillors,
Terry Grubbe, Dave Whiting
and Russ Miiler, the associa-
tion has alrendy received Mr.
Reed's hearty suppart.

“Im sure lhe two of us
logether can tnunch an elfort
to get Acton deslgnated (by the
province) as & lourist area,'”

Mr. Reed said, “The govern-
ment,..hns never considered
thal this area ever has been or
eould be a tourist atiraction.™
The association was formed
when the Leathertown Com-
mittee was dissolved as a
branch of the communlly's
chamber of commerce Mon-
day night. 1t was immediately
rcborn as a separate and
financially Independent body
dedicated 1o promole Aclon's
rather unigque leather-industcy
histary beyend the lown’'s
borders.
“"We wanl to make sure that
ple in town realize that we
aren't allied wlih ane specllic

- group," Mr. Petrillu said, add-

ing that some of the nssocia-
tion's goals are farther reach-
ing than can be envisioned
under the chamber’s charter
or budget.

Beaming Leathertown into
the dens and living tooms of
residents across the province
is one way the associatlon i3
hoping 1o bring people to
Acton, boosting the com-
munity’s image and com-
merce, Anxlously awalling

Rental rates
struck for

theatre

Town officlals and council
members are busy tying up
loose ends connecled with the
operation of the new library-
cultural cenire which opens
Ocl, 18

Hental rates for the theatre,
llbrary and. other [acilities
within the nine milllion dollar
complex have already been
scl, rates which iown recrea-
tion department director Tom
Shepard malntains are foir to
groups uslng the cenire and
the town, '

Basic rates for five hours
use of the 287-seal auditorium
range from $100 for local
community groups based In
town to $200 for profesalonal
and out of town organizations,
There are corresponding in-
ercases for using the library's
art gallery and the cenire's
multi-purpose room,

In addition to paylng the
baslc yent, groups will also
have to pay for techniclans
they use at establlshed hourly,

“rates,

A leasing agrecment has
also been drafted (and expect-
ed to be pasaed by town counceil
next weck} covering the lib-
rary's ‘'rent” [n the building.
Although located in the same
bullding, the cullural cenire
and the llbrary ran under
different boards of manage-
ment.

Under the proposed lease,

each year ihe libfary beard:

will pay an amount calculated
s o percentage of the Janitor-

lat costs the lthrary will ahare

in plus the operating costs per
sguare fool of library space,

The recrealion department
hopes to hire a fulllime cust-
odian for the entlre bullding
and anticipates that coniract-
ed janltorinl services will be
needed from time to Uime us
well.

Users of Lthe new cenlee may

samecilmes get thirsty, too.
The town has applied for &
liquor license for the centra's
lounge-mullipurpose room.

word from the province,
Leathertown directors are
hoping te bring Wintario bere,
complete with a loca) variety
night.

In fact, Mr. Petrillo prompt-
ty extended ar invitation to
Mr. Reed and Peel reglonal
chatvman Frank Bean to come
and perform at the gala enter-
talnment program planned (n

conjunciion with the Lottery.
Ar. Reed is locally renowned
as a banjo player, while Mr,
Bean is o talented pianist.

In additlon, - Mr. Petrillo
said, Actario (rganizers will
be asked if they can move their
weekly draw from Salurday Lo
Thursday night. .

A major Leathertown
atiraction is planned for May,

too,  he said.  Leathertown
directors hepe te hold a giant
Acton reunion at the local
arena lo coincide with the
annual Aonte Carlo night.
The exiended weckend of
Leathertown-related celebra-
tions May 14, 15 and 16 may
also include a market day and
a huge ecumenleal service in

Continued on Poge 2

Tie a yellow ribbon

around our oak tree

A 20-year-ld oak tree will
grace the entrance to the new
Halton Hills Library and
Cuttural Centre,

The oak, which is bhelng
donated by Sheridan Nurserjes
will replace the old maple that
stood in the same spot before
the bulldozers moved In last
Fall.

Joe Pokluda, owner of the
HR4 Georgelown wholesale
garden-cenire, agreed Lo don-
ate the six-inch wide cak after
vigiting the site with Mayor
Pete Pomeroy. The tree,
which will be Frnfcﬂlunatly
moved. will be located in the
courtyard formed by the
wheelchair ramp at Lthe base of
the Church Street enirence-
wany steps,

. Mayor Pomeroy esiimated
the value of the gift te the
cenire to be more than $1,000,
Mr. Pokluda has also volun-
teered to provide shrubbery
for the much-needed landscap-
ing of the facﬂltr.

Architect Kelth Wagland
was delighted to hear about the

Sheridan donation,

“1f was never my intentlon
to hove the old maple re
maoved,”" he said. *'1 always
envisaged it as part of my
overall design.”

Mayor Pomeroy explained
u-mftﬁe declslon to remove the
maple was made after. it was
realized that the old tree would
be unitkely to survive because

of ita extremely close prox- -

imity to Lhe maln construction
site,

“It was aonother way In
which we cut costs - taking It
aut in the beginning and there-
by not hampering construct-
lon,” he sald, ‘‘Now with the
Sherldan MNurseries oak the
entrance-way will begin to look

‘n.#:" v

And the town’s library-cultural centre fund-ralsing drive
mounts more nud more, Mayor Pete Pomeroy (lelt) accepled o
cheque worth $3,332 Iram Haltoen Hills Aria Councli treasurer Ron
Dayles Monday. The money, raised from the Gld Tyme Musle
tall in June and murals which surrounded the construction siie
of the centre last winter, brings the amount recelved from the
counecll to $12,000. 11 has pledged to ralse 920,000 [or the cenlre,

a3 it was intended.™
Meanwhile, the race con-
tinues (o raise the necessary
public and corporate funds 1o
put the 18-month long camp-
olgn for $230,000 over the top.
Hesponse to the spectal “'act-,
lon” leam's appeal to the
fndustrial and corporate aector
for donations and pledges has
becn somewhat discouraging
despite personal visits and
follow-up letters. Neverthe-
less, the cpmpalgn (her-
momelcr edged up apprecl-
ably this week wilth donations
tolalling $15,840, the majority
from pnonymous sources.
One group which come for-

(Herald phola)

word volunlarily was the Hal-
ton Hills Independent Insur-
ance Agents and Hrokers As-
goclation, Each of s mem-
bers--Dunlop Insurance
Glen Magnuson Ltd., Arm-
strong Insurance a\agnnc , Bar-
ber and Henley and Rick West
Insurance — contributed $100,

Brenda Sisnett, who s head-

ing the last-minute drive, sald

sho hopes other professional-
buu;inm groups would flollow
'l

In other developments thia
week, RonDavies, Halton Hills

Continued on Page 2




