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Consultants examine our downtotn cores

BiAs look ahead

By CHRIS AAGAARD
Herald Stafl Writer
Hallon Hills must protect its

Acton and Georgetown down-.

town areas, a consuitant’s
report insists, but each for
substantially different rea-
SONS.

Approximately 25 members
from both downlown Business
Improvement Areas (BIAs}
and representatives from the
Acton and Geargetown Cham-
bers of Commerce attendint a
July 24 public meeting
during the town's planning
board session were (old thal
downtown Georgetown will
never likely become a major
retail hub for the community.

Meanwhile, proposals for a
chopping plaza cn Highway 7
just beyond Aclan's western
urban boundary pese a serjous
threat to {hat communily’s
bustling Mill and Main Streels
shopping districi, the reponi
adds.

The Walker, Wright, Young
Associntes Ltd. study, gather-
ed in ~onjuncilion, with a
numper ol smaller analyses
carried out by other consuit.
ants, concludes the first third
of a 20-week study aimed al
giving council guidance n
establishing planning policies
for both BIAs and suggesting
some redevelopment propos-
als. o

LARGE PLAZAS
Peter Walker, head of the

" consulting firm which s cond-
+ ucting the study. explained

f

that shoppers and merchants
in bolh communilies were
surveyed for their views on
downtown shopping oppoerieni.
lies. In Georgetown, shoppers
were also briefly interviewed
in two large shopping plozas
aboul a mile west of the
downiown core.

The results [rom the surveys
and the consultant’s own ob-
servations, Mr. Walker said,
indicate that BIA merchants in
Georgetown will be "'spinning
their wheels' if they think they
can outdraw the plazas for
shoppers by adding retail
space.

*'It's not possible for George-
town lo remain a major relail-
ing centre,”’ he sald, adding
thal the downlown core is still
important to Georgetawn and
the rest of Halton Hills.

“What we have tado is make
the downtown seclion live with
a much-reduced retall comp-
onent. The merchanis (in
Georgetown's BIA) are fight-
ing and doirig well. They're the
kind of merchants who will be
valuable for the downlown
Georgetawn of the future.”

CENTRE FUNCTION

If Georgetown's BIA 15 un-
likely o become the cammerc:
ial heart of the communily —
and of Halton Hills — it must
regain its function as a munic-
ipal cenire, Mr. Walker stress.
ed. warning that proposals [or
putting the Hallen Hills® antic-
ipated town hall cutside of Lhe
downlown core would further
erode the BIA,

And even though some mer-
chants have lold the consultant
teamn thal they don'l particul-
arly like the idea of introduc-
ing more office Apace for
professienal ervices - 13wWy-
erx and docters - Mr Walker
satd that Whis mught be one ol
the salvations [or the down-
twan eore and pol one of 1he
detragvtiotis

Leirgetown LA merchants
and muneipald planpers should
sefingsly evider the benefic
ial impact of havlng &' food-
slore in the districl, . the
consultants’ report suggesta.
However, a large depariment
store like Simpson's or The
Bay localing outside Lhe cown-
town area could deplete {rade
and it is unlikely these mall-
oriented oullets would build
inside the BIA.

The study also maintains
that it would be pointiess o
spend money on large-scale
landscaping plans for both
areas. Acion needs greenery,
the repori notes and, architec-
turally, merchants would do
well to Iimprove both the
exterior and interior designs of
their stores. The “greening”
suggested would help break up
the “'barren” appearance of
the downtown core, airing out
the impression of atore and
trafflc conjestion,

Georgeiown already has a
unique * " and visual
appeal, the atudy acknowledg-
es. Store owners should be
encouraged lo develop an im-

Contlnued on pagr 8
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2 PIECE
SUITS

Choose  from several
styles of biazers and
skirts or blazers and
pants in rust, grey tweed

or loden.

Sizes 7-13

v fr.om $ 50 00

Corduroy Y/
Casual Handbags

Large selection of newest sytles in

._...:"‘Ir—\

fall fashion colors of grey, grape,
taupe, black & brown.

“The Ladjes’ Fashion Place in Downtown Genrgatnwn“‘

80 Main Streaet South

— 8770822

By CHIIBE AAGAARD
Herald Stalf Writer

The Georgelown Dusiness
improvement Area (BIA} has
gone absalutely “banners™.

Next lime you head into the
communily's downlown core,
take a look at the middle of
Main Street, angle your head
upward just a bit — and there
they are: banners which nol
only identity the BIA but also
signify merchanis’ pride in
doing business in the arca.

There are cight colorful
banners hanging from the
lamp posis in the traffic istond
straddling the centre of lhe
ctreel and, since most shop-
pers are usually busy eycbal
ling bargains, they've probab-
ly been largely missed even
thotrjth they have been uD since

Poneer Days in mid-June,
Nevertheless, the brilliantly
colored siripe which sweeps
dawn the enlire six-fool lengih
of cach banner and the famil-
iar DG logo arc certainly
worth a moment’s perusal.
After all, while many of us
may take lhem largely for
granted, they convey import-
ant message Lo visitors, indic-
ating that this Is historically
“old Georgetawn® nnd peaple
have been shopping for values

hete for over & cenlry,
Some of the banner back-

gruunds are blue, olthers while,
stiil olhers a crisp shade of
red. The stripes which make 8
dramatic bend upwarda al-
most at the boltom of Uhe
banner before ending in DG
are celored 1n mixed shades of

fold, orange, red and green,

The banner project is among
the many ldeas which the locel
IR1A is maoving ofl the drawing
board and inle reality, Their
design was contributed by
Pau] Marlel, the architect
formerly invelved with plans
for 1he downiown area,

Lynn Boarnard, president of
the Georgelown BIA, has o
greal deal of appreciation for
the Halton Hills Arts Council,
for it was through their help
that the BIA was abletogel the
banners made quickly and
inexpensively.

fnitiadly, Mrs. Burnard re-
colled last week, there were
some rather exhorbitant price
guotes from professionals of-
fering to do the job, mosl

arcund $5,000. When the Aris
Council was approached, the
HIA was able 1o get the jeb

done in about half the time and
al ha|l the price.

Aclually, Lime restniciions
prevented the Council’s own
member artisans from making
Lhe hanners, Arts Council paat

reaident Gretchen Day exp
ained later, But Kennedy's in
Erin, widely acclaimed manu-
facturers of enormous Mags
and banners for clients
{hroughout Canada, was op-
proached and proprietor Bab
Dixon promised they'd be
ready for the Pluneer Days
celebrations.

"I thought they were very
pleasant,” Mr. Dixon sald of
the BIA's banner design.

At North Halton Sports

It’'s Our First

Q

Pre-SEASON .

SKI SALE

DOWNHILL AND CROSS COUNTRY

upP
10

ALL

~BIKES

Raleigh, CCM, Tracker,
efc.

"Your Complete
Sports Store’’

l

/

-2 DAYS ONLY

A/ v

Friday, Sept. 25th and

Saturday, Sept. 26th

Eachof the 12 and a halfl oot
wide strips took about four
hours to pioduce, he added, as
logos and atripping are sewn to
the backgrounds and not silk
screened,

About four peaple were nee-
ded in an assembly line fash-
jun, one drawing the pallern,
another cutting, another sew-
ing and siill another for the
final irim.

Once (he banners were
ready, tive town's public works
depariment hoisted them
about ‘15 feet above ground,
where they beamed down on
Fioneer Days celebrants for
the first time June 18 and will
contlnue to brighten up the
downtown core cntll Oct. 1.

Meanwhile, working just be-
low the bannera but a litte less

ore colorful with new banners

recognizable, are comuliants
hired by the town to come up
wilh redevelopment plans and
policies . for the Georgeiown
downlown ores and the cne

Acton. i
The

local BIA hopes that, evenlual-
1y, overhead wires along the
roule will be buried, lighling
will Le a little more stylized
and lthe area surrcunding the
Mill Street-Maln Street inter-
seclion will be Improved to
conform with the appearance
of the resl of the downlown
section. .

Even though there are no
canfirmed plans for Mill Street
there are [owr more banners
ready to be hung when it
finally boaals a new appear-
ance,

FRIDAY 10 o.m. to 9 p.m.
SATURDAY 9 am. fo 5 p.m.

ALL HOCKEY
EQUIPMENT |

Skates, Sticks, etc.
o :

DOWNTOWN
GEORGETOWN




