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ARF says most educators understand problems

Drug program praised

Longer terms help

Sy A Emw PR mm S

new members - mayor

By CHRIS AAGAARD

Herald Staff Writer
Members of town council
who travelled to Toronts last
weck for the Association of
Muni¢ipalities of Ontario con-
ference are generally pleased
with the resuits, Mayor Pete

Pomeroy sald Friday.

“I haven’t had a chance to

poll oll of them about the -

different sessions they went to,
but they seem to be happy with
the way things turned out,”” he
lold The Herald.

Councillors Russ Miller,
Terry Grubbe, Mike Arm-
strong and Marilyn Serjeant-
5on joined Mayoer Pomeroy at
the conference, which featured
severa) announcements from
the provinclal housing and
municipal affoirs minislter
Claude Benneu last Monday,
among them a proposal to
extend councils® two-yearterm
to three years, - Mr. Bennett
also discussed o special task
force to study the province's
property Lax assecssment prob-
lems and the possibility of

" populorly electing  regional
chairmen in the fulure.

~ Although he acknowledged
that - lengthening council
tenures wouldn't perzonatly
make much difference to him,
Mayor Pomeroy said the idea
offiers some dislinet advant-
ages to new councillors,

“It takes time for o new
member ¢of council o geltle
In,* he said.
lag~a learning period to go
through.™

The extra year, he added,
would allow new councillors to
become more productive, hav-
ing already gone through the
lime-consuming process of

“learning the ropes”.

THREE YEARS

year term would
also allow councils lo make
financial commitments gver o
tonger period.  Under - the
present regulations in the pro-
vince's . Municipal Act, coun-
cils can only commit funds to
projects planned for their cur-
rent two-year term,

During an election year,
they are not allowed to prom-
ise money to projecls which
will begin under ihe new
¢ouncil. towever, many mun-

Burglars
hit four
stores

Four arca businesses were
broken into over the weekend.

McKenzie Build-All on
James Streel was broken into
late Friday night or early
Saturday morning. Access
was gained by. climbing over a
fence and breaking down the
door. A padlock was broken on
a doer inside the building, but
nothing was laken. Tolal
damage was estimated at $20.

Central Taxi on Mill Streel.
reporied a break-in between 3
and 6 Saturday morning.
Thieves gained access by forc-
ing a small window above the
door, causing an eslimated $20
.:!amnge and stole a small
pocket calculator valued at $5.

Silver's Department Store
on Main Street was broken [nto
st approximately $:45 Saltur-
day night. A resident heard
glass breaking and witnessed a
suspect running north up Main
Street, Halton regional police
reported that $300 damage was
done to Lhe front window and
$02 in clothing was taken.

The Country Fair Market at
the corner of Trafoelgar Road
and Steeles Avenue was brok-
en into late Saturday night or
early Sunday morning.
Thieves gained entry by break-
ing down a lemporary wall and
tock 24 chocolate bars and six
carions of clgarettes valued at
$60.

A Margaret Street residence
in Georgetown was broken Into
Jate Saturday night as thicves
made off with two cases of soft
drinks and three cases of beer
valued at $40. Eniry to the
house was gained threugh an
unlocked breezeway door,

A slereo systemn valued ot
$1,300 was stolen Monday from
a RR 2 Georgeltown resldence.
Occupants repurte-d the theft of
& Sony receiver, turntable and
two ppeakers from their home
while they were out during the
day. Access to the house was
gained through a rear door.

Approximately $30 |n small
bills was taken from a RR 1
Georgetown home while the
occupants were on vacation.
Thieves galned access lo the
house by forcing an insccure
basement window and stole the
moncy which was located in

variﬂun Em'ta of the house.

Watch for the waming slgns
of arthritis, They include: paln
or stfiness lasting more than
two hours alter arising, pain or

tenderness in one or more
joints, swelling In one or more

jointa and a recurrence of nnjf
of these symptons. The o Lt;
effective way of desling wi
arthrills is to see your doclor
as soon as possible slnce early
diagnosis and trealment can
prevent disability in four out of
flve cases,

“*There is a lime -

icipalilies - have long-range
planning ¢five-year budget
{orecasls? which provide tent-
ative outlines of where tmeney
should be spent,

"“I think three-year financial
planning taclually committing
funds over that period) is
better [ar us and better for the
people,” Mayor Pomeroy said.

During & press conference,
Mr. Bennett
formation of a special task
force Yo study probliems assoc-
iated with establishiog a prav-
incial standard for properly
assessment and a new funding
formula for provincial grants
sel aside for municipalities,

The prablems surrounding
properly taxes and asscssment
and the reasons why some
towens are accepting equalized
assessment and others, like
Hallon Hills, have rejected it,
is extremely complex, Mayor
Pomeroy said. He siressed
thalitts definitely a provincial
issue and not one that should
be settled by municipalities,

“It's the most complicated
thing we are involved with,"
he said, **and it has lo be
setlled by the bureaucracy
rather than the politicians."

Counciltlers don't have the
time fa learn all that's needed
to know about the Asscssment
Act to deal with it adequately,
Mayor Pomeroy said.

1IRONOUT

While Section 86-a recent
amendment {o the provincial
Act, altemplts to fron oul
inequities in tax pssessment
even among neighborhoods-—
looks good to some, the mayor
sald that cleser study reveals
other complications, ones
which spurred council! reject it
it Halton Hills earlier this
year.

Before it could cver be
accepled here. he said, it
would have to go through some
type of hearing process .in
which its unfair sections are
removed.

Having the Seclion wouldn™t
necessarily  bring  property
laxes down, but it firies to
balance disparities in assess-
ment among old and new
neighborhoods.  When the
lemislation was rejected by
courcil, a majorily of mem-
bers expressed concern that
properly taxes in Hallon Hills'
older ereas where homes are
largely owned by older financ-
ially cstablished residents-
might rise dramalically, fore-
ing aenior citizens into 2

"financlal erisis.

announced the -

Aboyt the minister's con-
cerns that some local councils,
especially  smaller lownship
amnd villnge pdministralions,
are hwlding loo many closed
meelings, barring the press
ang the public from allending,
Mavoer Pamerosy  mainlained
thit There
closed sessions are held for the
public’s benefit,

For example, local council

often convenes "'in camera™ or

cloged sessions {ollowing its
regular mectings v discuss
property malters,  General
knowledge of pruposed pur-
chase bids on a specifie sile

could increase the competition

and the price as well,

In camera sessions are held
when councillors have 1o dis-
cuss issues concerning town
cimployees.

Yo jLu-.l. can't tglk nbout
someoms’s  job  in public,”
Mavor Pomerov sbid,

CIVIL SERVANTH

The mayor concurred with
Mr. DBennetl's statements
which coutioned  mmunmicipal
civil servanls from making
public slatements regarding
town policy,

No one else should make
slatements to the media or the
public regarding issucs discus-
sed in eouncil excepl the head
of council, Mayor Pomeroy
said, adding that he disagreed
with the way Hallon region
often dispatches press releases
through the chief administra-
tor's affice or anolher depart-
ment head,

Nothing during the confer-
ence encouraged the mayor to
chanpe his views on the possib-
ity of electing regional chair-
men through a popular vele.
FHe adamantly oppesed Llhe
idea when it was broaght ap at
a recent regional councll meet-

-1ngd, saying that souths Halton's

larper voling base would suf-
ficiently prevent a northerner
from sitting in the chairman’s
seal.

hir. Bennelt indicated that
he would lock into the propos-
af, but Mayor Pomeroy ox-
pressed doubt i1 will ever be
seriously considered as part of

the municipal clection process., -

“There's always the danger of
¢hairmen becoming tos power-
ful, ke said, and their election
campaigns could be linked to
political parties, making the
position locally and provin-
cinlty influentiul.

Under the current system,

- the cluirman is elected by his

fellow councillors.
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By ASTRA PAPE
[Herald Staflf Wriler
The Halton Board of
Education reccived 8 pat on
the back Thursday night for jis-
[mrtin::ilpaiiun in o drug and
alenhel abuse program from
Richard O'Brien, community

Fram The Otlawn Bureau
of The Herald

Haolion Cable Systems Ltd.
has been alloewed o increase
monthly subscriber fees by $1.

The Canadion HRadio-tele-
vision and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (CRTC) [ast
week gave Halton Cable per-
mission Lo raise subscribers

cunsaltant of the Haiton region
Adficttorn Research Founda-
tinn,

Mr. O'Brien’ submitled g
report 1o the board that out.
lined the results of a series of
aleohol. and  drug education
losts completed by secondary

| CRTC okays
Halton Cable

rate increase

fees to $8 o month fram $7.

The increase allects Halton
Coble subseribers in George-
lown, Acton, Milton aond
surrounding ares.

Hallon Cable applied for the
increase at a public hearing of
the CRTC In Taronto March 10,

In its decision allowing the
increase, the CRTC said |t is

justified on economic grounds,

H 'Business plan
" boosts costs?

THAT’S INCREDIBLE'

fiow does he do [t? was o question echoed by spectators
many times as magiclan Caplaln Blli James and his able
asslstants dazzled the audieoce of chlldren at a wpecial
performance In Cedarvale Park auditorturn Thursday afternoon,

Captoin James kept hls audience of young and old breathiess for

15 minutvs ns he wielded hin wand and, wilh the help of eager
audience members, performed his feats of maglc, Falthinl props
of cvery miagiclan, the rabbit and dove, also put In surprise
apprarances Lo the dellghi of Lhe crowd.

{Herzld photo)

Arscm at school’

Halton regional police are investigallng a case of
suspected arson at Geerge Kennedy Public School last
Wednesday morning. A resident noliced flames coming
from the window of the principal’s office on the east side of
the schoal. Halton Hills fireflghters were called to Lthe scene
shortly after midnight to put eut the fire, which slarted
nmong the curtains, Police are Invesiigating the role of
several young individuals suspected of starting the fire,
which caused an estimated $300 damage.
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officer will enuble his depart-
ment to have one employee
assisting cstablished industri-
s and another concentrating
on altrecting new [ndustries Lo
the region.

“‘Halton has just as much to
offer as anywhere else in the
Metraopolitan Toronlo
shadow,” Mr. Fischer eaid.
“We have to be bold if we are
going to be serious about this."

For the time being, his
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_department

will {ocns eon

rovincial and natlonal
wsinesses, he sald, but Qid not
rule out the possibitity of even-
funlly approaching forelgn
Investors.

The region should be prepar-
ed to “move Inlo’” a quality
business development
compatgn, regional chief
administrative officer Dennis
Perlin sald,

“Youcan't getquality unless
vout pay for it."
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cd at how the Holton board has
developed 2 system dealing
with drug and alechol prob-
lems in the schools, calling it
“the most advanced board in
the provinee of Oontarie in
laking a stand regarding these
issues",

He added that he and the
Addiction Research Found-
ation staff were impressed
wilh the co-operation, assist-
ance and supporl they receiv-
ed from the board In conduct-
ing the tesls.

whaen questioned by trustees
as lo how many sludents
benefilted from the teachers’
new found knowledge, Mr.
O’Brien gaid that alimaost 80 per
cenl of the students.those deal-
ing directly with Lest partici-
pants - will be affected by the
new insight Lhe leachers have.
He added that, to date, the
profrom has been well-receiv-
od by teachers and students,

school teachers, wice-princl-
pals, physical and health edue-
ation icachers and elementary
school principals in Hollon
region lnst year,

The aim of the program was
o increase the participants’
knowledpe of street drugs and
their effects on users, o
improve their confidence In
dealing with the users of drugs
and to ruake the participants
aware of their own attitudes
toward drug users and to
cnrrect any false attltudes
they may have. :

Mr. O'Bricn reported that of
the approximately 200 partici-
pants, n "good many"”’ demon-
strated an increase In basle
¢(rup and alcohol knowledge, a
substantinl increase in self-as-
surance and a more positive
attilude toward dealing effect-
ively with drug and alcohol-re-
lnted problems.

Mr. O'Brien said he is pleas-
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