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The church that Knox built

By ASTIRA PAPE
MHerald Staff Writer

When it was built over 100
years ago, it lay on the outer
fringe of Georgetown next to
the farmer’'s fields, The con-
gregation had to make o trek
to the cutskirts of town to
worshlp,

Today, Lhe Knax Presbyter-
lan Church at the comer of
Main and Church Streets, has
becomne an integral and histor-
lcal part of the downtown core.

It has become onc of the
most famillar landmarks on
Georgetown's Main  Streel.
The iwln towers that stand on
either side of the bullding are
Its outstanding leatures ‘and
they complement the beautiful
stained glass window (hat
must be seen from the interlor
to be fully appreciated.

The " Knox - Presbyterian
Church and its congregation
have had a turbulent history
with the church being destroy-
ed and rebuilt twice in over 100
years. :

The history of the church
beginy well before the Main
Street slructure {tself was ever
bullt, Inm the early 1850's, the
combined population of both
Stewartlown and Georgetown
numbered approximately
1,000

The Presbyterlans had to
worahip at elther the Norval ar
Union Presbyterian churches
slnce a congregation had yet to
be cfficlally established in
Georgetown.

As the pumber of Presbyter-
lan tamilies In Georgetown
[nereased, the Presbylerian
church declded to deslgnate
Georgetown as a misslonary
station and for o few vears,
students or tleachers from
Knox College in Toronto proyl-
ded servicea for the famllies in
their homes. '

In 1860, a congregation of

thirty was established in-

Georgelown. They increased
Lheir numbers somewhasat three
years later when the Lime

and gutted its Interlor comple-
fely, lenving only the four
cuter walls and the memorial
stained glass window intact.
The congregation rallied and
determinedly repalred the int-
erior of their cﬁﬂr:h.’ It was
rebuill, the stonework cleaned
where it had become discolou-
red from smoke and the wells
replastered. The original org-
an had been destroyed and o
new one was bought. The
original pews had been rescu-
ed during the fire and were
sold to the Chellenham Pres-
byterian Church for $35.

In Aptil 1922, the final touch

was added to the bullding with
the addition of an.eight bell
carillon. The worshippers
could now be welcomed o
their services every Sunday
morning with the chimes of the
bells. They were a'gift from
Mabel Lawson, the widow of
Henry Lawson, and were dedi-
cated to her husband's mem-
ory.
The church has gone through
four organs during its century

of service to the Geergelown
communlty, The {irst type the
church used was o reed orgon
which had to be pumped hﬁ
foot. When Lhe second chure
was buill, il was far lacger and
necded an organ that would be
able to fill it with musle.

The ladies auxlliary got
legether and bought a new,
“*one-manual’’ plpe organ.
This organ was unfortunalely
deslroyed durlng the ill-fated
fire of 1901 and o new, fwo-
manual pipe organ was instnl-
led with the new interior. .

Alter {ifty years of service,
this organ was consldered too
old and the congregation deci-
ded to buy the one that
currently serves the church,
They baught the organ at a
fractlon of {3 eriginal coal
from Lady Kemp of Oakville,

Prior to 1955, the chureh had®
only ene small hall where
mectings and public funétions
could bo held. Yet, as the
Georgetown population grew,
so dld the congregation and
Sundoy school class. The

Church desperalely needed a
larger area for their various
Church activities and decided
o add an extension to the
existing structure,

In 1855 the sod was lurned,
marking the beginning of cons-
truction for o new $35,000
extension. The extenslon open-
ed barely a year later [n
February 1956 and featured a
new larger hall, minlsier's
study, remodelled kitchen,
cholr room and changes in the
heating system,

The Church has undergone
many changes in its century of
existence. It has had fourteen
dilferent ministers preaching
o a congregation thot has
grown [rom 30 in 16860 to 450
today. Today's congregation |s
served by s fifteenth minlat-
er, Hoverend Peler Barrow, a
native of Scotland.

Reverend Barrow was preac
hing in Stirlingshire in central
Scotland when he decided to
move (o Canada in 1972, He
came direclly to Georgetown
and hns been serving the
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peaple of Geargetown ever
since. :

Hnox Presbyterian Church
and iis hall is used by a large
sector of Georgelown's popula-

W

.- * L -
= .1 = L] i bl'-
. T Y -

tion who aren’t all necessarily
Presbyterian. Various groups
ond clubs use the church
facilities Including the local
horttcultural sociely, the

Children's Ald Society, the
YMCA, the historical society
and even by McDonald’s Rest-
aurnt who has used it to held
training sessions for their em-
ployees.

In addition te the varicus
groups that use the church
facilities, the various church
groups such as the Scouts,
guides and women’s giroup also

gather there throughout the
week, Reverend Barrow said
he likes z#eing the church belg
used aince that's what [t's
tliere for lo gerve the commun-
ity.
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Knox Frnhjft:rinn Church has been standing on the corner cars laler to bulld a larger church which was then destrerod
of Main and Church Streets for the paat 80 years. The original %fm In 1501, = ' .br
~ buliding was bullt on the same corner In 1867, was torn dawn 20

Partnership tour brings ‘Y’ members from Peru to Hills
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Four Peruvian offlclals from the Lima YM-YWCA
were in Georgetown last week, on Lhe second leg of a visit lo
“slrengthen the parinership' between Ys in southwestern
Ontario and Lhelr Peruvian affiliate.

Manuel Sayan, chief executive officer of the Lima Y,
Remo Gustini, vice-president of Lima Association's board of
directors nnd Sllvana Bacigalupo, a Lima Y volunteer wha
acted as Inlerpreter on the four-day visit Lo Onlario, arrived
at the Georgetown ¥'s Mountainview Road ofiices Moaday
alternoon afler spending a couple of days ln Guelph,

Thelr vislt officially endorsed another agreement with
Lima Y and Mive southern Onlario afflliales almed at
improving life for the South American clty's “shantytown™
residents. Joining the Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA), YM-YWCAs in Guelph, Cambridge,
Hamilton, Cwen Sound and Georgetown have been ralsing
money {o help pay Lhe saiaries of soclal workera and other
professlonals working in the slums where almost half of the
Lima's population lives,

" In furn, the professionals encourage residents to

160 GUELPH STREET
GEQRGETOWN (Near |.G.A.)

877-6822

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY

house congregation which had
been associnted with Acton,
decided to join them. The
congregation now numbered

In Georgetown last week to promote the ptn,ntnlllt_p. belween Lhelr YMCA and ours, ¥ |
representatives from Lima, Peru secured another agreement for contlnued support of self belp
projects in that clty's “shaniytown' slums. The Georgelown ‘Y', along with affiliates in Guelph,

organize “'gelf-help" projects. Ruth Law, a Georgetown Y
volunteer who visited Lima a year ago, sald that both C1DA
and representatives of the Ontarlo Ys participaling in the

SPECIAL SENIOR PRICES — MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY

EXPERIENCED IN ALL STYLES

Hamillton, Cambridge, and Owen Sound, as well gy the Canadlan Internations]l Devel i 1* i ** with ul
fifty. Agency. has been helping to the sals opmen program were “very impressed” with the resulls.
T worshipped at first . Ping 1o pay the salaries of soclologists and other soclal workers assisting During their stay, the Peruvian pguesis visited PINCURL & ROLLER SET
wher?':rer they could ﬁ:d room shantytown residents to smprove their lifestyle, From left to right are, Irene Wood, wile of the Toronto, 8 model YMCA complex in North York, Nlagnra LLER SEYS TO THE LATEST CUTS & BLOW DRIES.

local ¥'s execulive director, Jill Blalr, chalrwoman of the Georgetown Y's interpational
devclopment commitiee, Manuel Sayan, chief executive officer of the Lima Y, Lima Y volunieer
Sllvanx Bacigalupo. Remo Gulstini, vice-president of the Lima Y's board of directors and Jocal

Falls and Cambridge, as well as Guelph and Geergetown.

~— In the old town hall, then In
" Mrs. Law was the host of a pot luck supper last

the Congregationel Church
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and later in the Wesaleyan
Methodist Church. It was soon
realized that such a large
number needed a church of
their own and they got their
wish when a Preshylerian
church was comstructed on the
corner of Church and Maln
- Strects in 1867 at' a coat of
$3,000. | o

It was a {1rst ih bwo ways: [L
was the first church for the
Georgetown Presbylerians
and it was also the first brick-
built chureh in Halton County.

The new Knox congregation
worshipped in their church for
only twenty years before |t
became too small. .

In 1885, the congregalion
decided that it was tme to
build another church spent the
next year soliciting funds for
its construction. They took
apart the liltle brick church
they had worked s0 hard to get,
brick by brick, in 1887 and built
a new church on the same .
corner. The bricks from the old
church were saved and used to
form the hasis of the home of
Doctor Hoddinott that still
stands on the corner of Charles
Street and Park Avenue,

The congregation kept In
mind how quickly they had
grown in numbers in only
twenly years and buill their
second church with much lar.
ger proportions, at a coat of

~ $15,00¢, This cburch could now

seat 500 worshippers and the
flrst members of the congrega-
Hon must have felt dwarfed
sltting [n a church of such a
vast slze for so relatively lew
people. -

A new feature of the church
was a beaytiful stained glass
window [n the northerm wall
that commemorated the lats
Hugh McKay. Mr. McKay had
been a former ordained elder
of the church nad had always
been dedicated Lo the welflare
of the church,

The coagregatidn thought
they had bullt a church that
would 1ast, It was xolid, mare
than encugh 1o suit thelr needs
and beaulifully bullt, Yet the
unforeseen happened in Feb-
rary 1901 when & fire started
wncder the organ of the church
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COME M AND BEE OUR WEDDING ANO BITHDAY CAXE SELECTION

executive director John Wood,

Contloued l‘rﬁm page A2

pot to mentlon 8 number of
regional and nearby gun clubs
and hunters’ groupe, impress-
ed My, Biggar and he admitted
he wns surprised at how well
organized that lobby was when
it flnally convinced reglonal
councliors that the deer popu-
lation In the region has grown
considerably over the laat ten
years,
conslderable crop damage. -
If there was one thing that

particularly irked him about

the pro and anti-deer hunt
debate in May and June was
the demand [rom the anti-hunt
lobby to produce doliar figures
o1 the amount of crop damage

.deer
brousing.

Like other farmers, Mr.
Blggar said, 1t's almoat Lmpos-
sible for him (o accurately
assess the crop losses caused
by animals. Who's to uay
which Is doing the maosl
damage when he's chased both
deer and racoons from his corn
fields?

These [asues in farming—lhe
rural stabillity versus urban
development, deer hunts, the
need for an agricultural
planner within the reglonal
adminlsiration, and problems
associnted with Canada's

"economic slump--are nol

necessarily gravely negative,
they are simply unpredictable,
Mr. Blggar said, In fact,

farmers in Hellon enjoy bene-
flis other farmers in the
province and elsewhere In the

. gountry probably envy,

Living close to the *'Golden
Horseshoe' of (wo major

SERVING SINCE 1810
Moorp Park Plaza

WELE EUPPLIES LARTT

GREEN ONIONS

CABBAGE
3 for 41.00

SMALL EGGS
79doz. -

S, P — iy
Creamw

Bl Fareed o

CAKES
*10.95

Mimeka P Rasl Whinesd Crosws

gradually causing -

litan areas and sever-
al citics tn between farmers
benefit from the large amounts
of light induatry available, It
means quick repairs- for

machinery ond therefore
shorter “‘down time” for a
much-needed piece of equip-
ment Jduring the precarious
harvest season.

In additlen, formers are
close to their own markets,
especially Lmportant when
transportation costs scar with
every penny added to the
per-litre value of gasoline, A
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good chunk of Mr. Blggar's
feed-corn crop heads Lo a mill
in nearby Milton. Livestock
farmers benefit from the close
proximity of bheef, dairy,
sheep, and hog yards in Hamll-
ton-Wentworth.

No, tndeed, Halton's agricul-
tural interests are not [
that badly at all. The region is
silll one of the few which

Mgcnday held In thelr honor,

Issues in farming reveal need |
for agricultural planner: Biggar | . . ... .. .

boasts an advisory commltiec
of lts own to act as a watchdog
for agriculture and as long as
it has communitly-minded
ple like Harold Middle-
rook and Norm Biggar focus-
ing- attention on farmers’
concerns then the industry's
survival during (he “'unpredic-
table' eighties should be
guaranteed.
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“The Ladies’ Fashion Place in Downtown Georgelown”

90 Main Street South - 877-0822
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