Book: review

The well-tempered critic

BY ALLAN M. GOULD

1t is not aften that we think of
a fine novelist as a major critic
as well. Usually he or she is
known primarily as one or the
other,

With the publicallon of Rob-
ertson Pavies' The Well-Tem-
pered Critlc: One Man's View
of Theatre gnd Letiers In
Canzda {(McClelland and Ste-
warl; 285 pages; $18.83, we are
forced to add another name to
that brief list.

Davies began ag a journalist
and critic on The Peler-
borough Examilner, wrote n

number of Mawed but occaslo- |

pally interesling plays, and
then went on to gain some
fame [or Leaven of Malice, A
Mixlure of Fraiitica and other
novels,

As the Maopster of Maossey
College at the University of
Toronlp, he is known and
admired in gcademic circles
across Canada, but it has only

been during the lost few years,
with the publlcalion of his
Depiford frilogy — Fifith Busi-
ness, The Manllcore, and
World of Wonders — that he
has renched the peak of his
craft os a writer of fiction, and
gained International recognlt-
ion,

Yet all this tlme, he has been
steadily, continuaily, consist-
ently lurning ocul ecasays on
theatre, literature, ihe aris.
These essays have appenred in

a number of places,

I3 there a value In anthologi-
zing often-cphemeral reviews
and wrlings of & man like
Hobertson Davies?

In a pense, his aorticles,
spanning four decades in o
wlldly expanding Canadian
theatre and literary scene, are
of automalle histerical inter-
est: Who else, ¢xcept perhaps
the late Nathan Cehen, wrote
over such o long period — and
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SPINNING A YARN

Donnle ﬁmlth {geated by the treed conducted a number of
Acton and Georgetown children loward becoming askilled
crafllsmen of "God's eyes", an anclent North American Indian

art-form related lo hand-weaving,

The 13 youngsiers were

parilcipating ina sesslon of the Kids*-Crait Club o the lawns of
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the Acton branch of the Flalton Hills pubtie library Saturday.

{Herald photo}

Keeping operating costs low
down on the old farmstead

Talk to most farmers
these days and you'l] find
one problem uppermost in
their minds .- rising
interest rates. Some for-
tunate individuals have
debts that -amount to no

DOLWAR $ENSE

more than & per cent or 20
of assets hut they are
worried teo. Interest pay-
ments on that level of debt
can still eat up 5 to 10 per

Health survey’s
findings

are released

A report on the findings
of a specinl federal
government Ssurvey con-
cerning the health - of
~ Canadians indicates’ that

lower-income groups have
a signilicantly higher pro-
portion of health problems.

The  repont, called
~ Canads Health Survey, has
been released by Health
and Welfare Minister
Monique Begin and Jean-
Jacques Blais, Minister
respongible for Siatistics
Canada.

Some of the highlights of
the report show that:

- Canadians are sick an
. average of 15.7 days per
" year: females and the
elderly contribute dispro-
portionately 1o this aver-
age.

- Heart disease, mental®
disorders, bronchitis and
emphysema are morc
common among lower

i

Canada

BEAUTIFY YOURHOME 1 31/4 %

Health angd Welfare

income groups,

People with higher
incomes are more likely to
consult -a health profess-
ional on a routine basis.

- Twelve per cent ‘of
Canadians sulfer from long
teem disability,

- dixly per cent ol auto-
mabile drivers and pass-
engers wear seatbelis all or
most of the tlime in
provinces with  ecatbelt
legislation +- only 16 per

cent wear seatbelts where -

there is no legislation,

- Three-quariers of the
population consult a doclor
at least once & year: half
visil & dentist,

+ Half the population
uvses some medication
(medicine, pillsa or oint-
ments including birth con-
trol pills and vilamins)
in anygiven two-day per-
jod.

Santé et Bien-dtre social
C-anada

Yourhame is a more beautiful pface with the
pattern, color and texture of Unilock interlock-
Ing pavers on your driveway, walkway, patio or
pool deck. Choose from a variely of paver
shapes and colors. Unilock is not only the
beautiful altarnative lo poured concrete and
asphalt but is more durable and requires no
maintenance. Be creativa about paving

CALL NOW:

Let our quallfied
experis give you a
FREE ESTIMATE!

877-7422

S & D SERVICES

. for success on

cent of cash income.,

For farmers with hesvier
debt loads, today's interest
ratea can speli real trouble,
The danger point ia reached
about the 20 per cent mark
-« that s, when debt
charges consume 20 per
cent of revenue. The
individual who reaches that
point may not be able to

service his debt for very

long.
Il you as a [armer see

yoursell moving intd the

danger zone, you should
take a hard look at your
over-gll situation to see
what -can be done to im-
prove your interest-lo-
income ratio. Here are
some ideas:

1. Undertake no capital
spending unless the sav.
ings or extra earnings are
going lto be more than
enough in the first year to
pay the finance costs.

2, Get rid of any assets
you don’t need in your
eurrent operationa. Do you
have 40 acres sitting idle a
couple afl milea up  the
ruad? Two tractors when
one would do? Dump them
fast. If you have a larger
herd than you need, sell off

the surplus and lighten
yaur debt load.

3. Don't operate a side-
line business that depends
upward
trends in the market juat
because you have surplua
capacity. You'd be wreng,
!'nr instance, to tryr aug-

menting dairy earnings
by raising steers in hopes
that - beel prices will im-
rove. It's alwaya better to
ose a little than Jose a lot.
4. Keep careful tabs on
your operations with a
month-by-maonth cash flow
budget. If trouble arises,

.you ‘can spot it quickly and
"head it off at the pass.

5. Don't make any
decision that anticipates
lower interest rates in the
next 12 months. A down-
turn just doesn’t seem to be
in the éards,

6. Consider Incorporat-
ing. That way you can teke
advantage of a once-in-a-
lifetime Small Business
Development Loan. Be-
cause lenders don't have to
pay tax on these loans they
are aftractively cheap.
Right now the going rate ia
1134 to 12 per cent .- and
hanks just love this kind
of business.

7. Finally, speaking of
banka, it's ¢ good idex to
keep in close touch with all
your creditors, especially if
you anticipate problems of
any kind, Farmers gener-
ally see their bankers once
a year, hut every 90 days is
a better bet in these diflfi-
cult times. More than
anything else, lenders
dislike uncerteinty.

Douald Shaughnessy Is
with Ward  Mallette,
Chartered Accountants In
Cobourg.

GUARANTEED
INVESTMENT
CERTIFICATE

Rates Subject to Change.
ONE YEAR
ANNUAL INTERESY PAYMENT

STANDARD
TRUST

- 8 Main Street South,
Brampton 457-4448

Can't get here? We make house calis
MANAGER: LARRY ALDEBERT

Membar Canada Daposit Insurance
Corporation,

NOTICE

During the ‘mall strike interest cheques may be

picked up at our office,

Those cheques not picked up in person will be
mallod upon resumption of mall service,

wrote so cogently and well?
Davies ' was cerlainly in
there, fighting the good fight
[or u Canadian thealre and
Coanadian culture, earlier than
anyone else. ;
As carly as 1944, In The
Peterborough Exnminer, he

“was prodding CBC redio to

*ostablish in Montreal, Toron-
to, Winnipeg and Vancouver
four companies of radio-aci-.
ors, cach wilth a good direclor
and' 8 goed technicion.” We
cannol help but be charmed at
his oplimism and false hope.

When we nele how Davies
applnuds ireland's Tyrone
Guihrie, and recornmends him
a8 a director Jer Caonadian
thealre two years before he
came 1o our couniry in 1953 to
help launch the Stratford Fest-
ival, we can admire his pre-
science,

PRIALSING STRATFORD

But.there are jusl a3 many
disappointments In judgemenl
and insight,

Was the Stratford Feallva]

"an artlstic bombshell, explo-
ded just at the time when
Canadian thealre was most
ready for a break with the
dead past and a lenp Into the
future' as Davies wrote in
Saturday Night In 1853, along
with ecstatic reviews of early
productions there?

1 would agree more with
Cohen, who felt that Stratford
devoured whal was a rather
promising theatrical scene in
the late 1840s and early 10508,
in and about Torento.

Like a black hole of culture,
it sucked in every performer
and deslgned within hundreds
of mlles, who could not resist

*lhe excitement of a big theatre

with International pretensions.

Indeed, almost all of Davies’
reviews of Stratford product-
jons are limiled by the wriler's
unbridled affection for Tyrone
Guthrie, with whom he wrole a
nu:n ber of books on the Festi-
val.

GUR CULTURE

In the [onger, second section
of this anthology of articles,
Davies writes on Canadian
poetry, ngvels and our culture
in general,

Here he i3 often more on
target, and more valuabie
loday: It is good to read
literate, intelligent reviews of
such major works of fictlon ns
Barometer Nising, The Tin
Flule, The Sacrifice, The Stone
Ange!, and the early poetry of
Irving Layton, which he jusiif-
lably admires,

For some reason, Canada
has never been strong in the
world of criticlsm. The United
States could be proud of
George Jean Nathan, Stark
Young, Eric Bentley and Rob-
ert Brusicin (to nome just a
few) In reviewing theatre, but
we have only Nathan Cohen.

And In the realm of belles
letires, where Is the Canadian
Edmund Wilson? Leslie Fied-
ler? Allred Kaziln? ,

And so we have the eriticism
of Robertson Davies, so loving-
ly edlied and Rathered by
Judlth Skelton Granl, who put
ol o companion volume two
years ago, The Enthusiasms of
Robertson Davies.

Rarely passicnate but often
witty, pleasanily thoughtful
but Infrequently challenglng,

. theae reviews and cssays Ell_ru
or |

handy to have about,
students of Canadian literat-
ure and theatre, bhut hardly
"must” reading for pnyone
else,

Allan Gould tcaches at the
University of Toronto, and
wrlles and performs on CTV
and CBC-TV and radie.

DELREX HLUHIHUM

- Specihalisiain

e Aluminum Siding
+ Soflt ;
» Fascia

» Trough

Also storm windows,
doors and awnings

877-5383

| * * *
ALUMINUM

B,
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SOD FOR SALE

INFIELD
Bth Line batween Daerry Road

and Britannia Aoad. 181 Egst

of Trafalgar Nd. Wa daliver &
Iay sod.

- 1-762:6941
1- 794 0557

OPEN WEEKENDS

AUTQ REPAIRS

AUTOMATIC
TRANSMISSIONS
JUST $225.

Inslalied and uunmntnﬁ.
6 months unfimiied milaage.
Mosl Morth American Cars.

1A Goorga 51. 5.
Brampion

457.2224

CAMERA REPAIR
Acton Photo & Camera

4 WILLDOW 5T, ACTON,

8330250

FAST Ropairs to all makos of
photographle equipment.
FREE estimales within 4
days. Aapalrs complsled
-within ¥ days.

"ANN'S CARTAGE

and

“PIANO-MOVERS

FULLY INSURED

We Move Everything
WILL DISMANTLE

877-6183

300 Ssmpins of lrames &

rnats o chooss from. 7 dey

sarylce. Qualliied siafl on
hend at il limes.

Us MEET YOUR
FAAMING NEEDS

Acton Photo & Camera

4 WILLOW §T. ACTON

8530250
DRIVING SCHOOL

TED'S DRIVING
SCHOOL

41 Shelley St., Georgelown
DAY OR EVENING
INSTRUCTION
MOTC LICENSED
INSTRUCTORS
FULLY INSURED
DUAL CONTROLS

Qperated by Ted Scoll

Dial 877-4006

DAVE'S
Disc Jockey

Semvice

waddin :‘Ennqu:u.
and Parties.

878-3822

3420403

ELECTROLYSIS

"for conlidentisl alectrolysis
and sesihelic services call

LET

| HELP AVAILABLE

EMPLOYMENT WANTED

Small repairs, plumbing
curpantry and slectrical

CALL LLOYD
AFTEREP.M,

877'4316 3701stf

| MILK DELIVERY
U

MILK
HOME
DELIVERY
SERVICE

IN GEORGETOWN
CALL DAYS,

EVENINGS OR.
WEEKENDS!

THE MILK MAN
877-9140

SOCIAL CATERING

A PERSONALIZED
CATERING SERVICE

— BUSINESS MEETINGS
— BANQUETS

— WEDDINGS
= SHOWERS

~— PARYIES
“No Occison Foo Soall”

THE BERUTY SPOT
8775376

[ ELECTRICIANS
CARNEY ELECTRIC

Indusirial ~ Commuereisl
and Aealdential

Charles Catney
NORVAL

877-9711

ALL FORMS OF
GENERAL INSURANCE

For Prompt Senvice Call Your
independent Agont

BARBER & HENLEY
LT,

COMPLETE TRAVEL
SERVICE

AND GENERAL
FHSURANCE

12 Main 81, 5.

877-2214

LANDSCAPING

Cesign Landacaping, sob-
ding, relalning walls, clean

up malnienance.
FREE ESTIMATES

TUTMAN'S
GARDEN CENTRE

HWY. 25, 1% MILES SOUTH
: OF ACTON

853-2480

. LAWN CARE

JOHN'S

LAWN AKD GARDEN
MAINTENARCE

=Lawn cutling
= {artllizing
«flower bed mainlenanca
eplaniing
-g:nlrll clegnup
nlor citiztens specislrale
- GALL

8776839

AFTEROP.M.

MANICURES

Faor Lerylic Nalls & Tips
Call .

THE BEAUTY SPOT
877-5376 )

MONUMENTS

‘Brampton
Monument Works

MONUMENTS
MARKERS

LETTERING

451-0445-1-826-1363

373 Main 51, N.
BAAMPTON

PLUMBING &
HEATING

BILL GARBUTT

Plumbing & Heating
Lid.

Indusirial - Aenidentinl
And Commarcial

16 ELGIN GTREET
Georgetown

877-3638

PLUMBING, HEATING
SID SPEAR & SONS

Plumbing, Heating
Installations, Repairs
WE SELL THE BEST
,AND SERVICE THE REST

WATER PUMPS
AVAILABLE

877-2121

RADIATORS
RADIATORS

REPAIRED & CLEANED

PEEL RADIATOR
SERVICE
128 Nelson 51, Wes!

Brampton
{Rear of Dixle Cup)

451.7177

REPAIRS

EARL'S FIX-IT &
- SHAVER SERVICE

134 Dalrax Boulevard,
QOeorgatown.

‘Complete Small Applisnce and
Elecilsic Shaver
Sales & Seryice

GIVE EARL A TRY
BEFQRE YOU RE-BUY

877-4822

Hﬂl.?fﬂﬂu
MOTOR

SERVICE

SMALL ENOINE SPECIALISY
REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES
LAWHN
GARDEN
CHAIN SAWS

FREE PICK UP
R.R.1 ACTON

853.2219

AIR CONDITIONING
REPAIRS

HUMIDIFIERS &
DE-HUMIDIFIERS
Bava Energy and gat batter

Resulte, Have your units
mainialned, c¢laarned, and
ohecked regulariyl -

M.NYE
877-3957

223283

MIKE'S HOME
{IMPROVEMENTS

Carpeniry, rec  Frooms,
ballhvooms, utchena, deywall,
raolnyg, addibons, renovalions
fand goirurad repaeg

For Fres Estimatas call

453-0635

1303183

SERVICES - - -

| UPHOLSTERING
UPHOLSTERING

UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE
AECOVERED AND REPAIRED

Quality Workmanshlp

T.H. BRIGGS

Slewartiown

8779312

COUNTRY
CUSTOM
UPHOLSTERY

Al lypes of furniture,
Protessionally re-upholatéred

For lurther information
CALL

853-1810 or
8777231

RENOVATING
CONTRACTORS
Burghgrarf Con

PLASTERING — REPAIRS
ALTERATIONS end TILE
WORK °

Woek Quaranteed
Estimales Glven

PHONE

-416-877-0493

CARPENTER

* NEW +» REMODEL
* REPAIR .
WORK GUARANTEED

8770394
K.J. ENTERPRISES

LAFFERTY HOME
RENOVATIONS

A complelo home
IMprovemanl Sarcoe
Quahly Vorkmanship

WEED CONTROL
BILL. VAN RYN

WEED - PEST CONTROL

Gov. Uicenced
WEED SPRAYING — FER-
TILIZING — INSECT CON-

TROL

We Alsu Sell Fortilizer
With or ¥hihout lnsacticides

120 CONFEDERATION
STREET
GLEN WILLIAMS, ONTARIO

877-2594

R gy
AQUAENN

SOFT
WATER

. THE WAY IT.
SHOULD BE

« FREE
INSTALLATION
and Service -

« LOWEST MONTHLY
Aentp! Aate

« COMPLETE LINE
OF Water Treatmant
Equipmanli for Homes,
Ferms and Business

s SELF SEAVICE
SaltPichup or f.}iliﬂn'

PHONE

877-6242

ACTON
853.2811 BEORGETOWN

PAVING CONTRACTORS

KING CREST
PAVING INC. *

A DIVISION CF 240733 ONTARID
* DRIVEWAYS
SN
% PA
J"&' ;b#:,"&

* TENNIS COURT, ETC.
SERVING YOUR AREA FOR MANY YEARS
BECAUSE WE FEATURE:

- » TOP QUALITY MATERIALS = EXTRA REINFORCING IN
TRAFFIC AREAS e UNCONTAMINATED MATERIALS e
WORK DONE BY EXPERTS (NLY « KEAVY MODERM
EQUIPMENT = FREE ESTIMATES » WORK GUARANTEED
o QUALITY WORK AND S&'I;II%FAEHDH « BONDED COM-

“WE TAKE THE TIME TO DO IT RIGHT™
“LARGE OR SMALL WE DO mmm"

CALL NOW! AND LET OUR QUALIFIED EXPERTS
ADVISE YOU ON ANY PAVING WORK.

BRAMPTON TORONTO
451-2398 244-6055

LESLAFFERTY

From rool to basement- all
Iypria of repars and om-
F proyements

Intehors g vxtetiorn

877-4080

MATT'S
ALUMINUM

P.0.BOX 188
27 CHURCH ST,
OEORGETOWN, ONTARIO

& Algmunum Siding

a Eotl and Fascw

# Storrn Doora ond Windows
¢ Spamless Eavestroughs

Can Busnoss 3 7 ?'4 ?4?
8774217

FREE ESTIMATES
GQUARANTEED
WORKMANSHIP

. SHOE REPAIR

SUPERIOR
SHOE REPAIR

GEORGETOWN
MARKEY PLACE
ALSO
38 MILL S7. E,

Hesdence

ASK FOR CLAUDYD |
MEMBERS OF THE B.B.B. AND REGISTERED WITH CONSUMERS.
% PROTECTION.

KING VALLEY PAVING LTD.

. 324732 CNTARID
ASPHALT PAVING

* DRIVEWAYS

e CCoRts.erc.

& IS COCURTS,

*» BARNS AND STALLS TOP QUALITY

* OANAMENTAL cuSTOM wWoRK | GUARANTEED

» GAS STATIONS
Firel clans material; Extra resurfacing in commerclal areas;
Experl workmanship: Heavy roilers and machinary; Free

- oslimates; Wriltan guaranise; C ista salistacilon.

SEWARE OF WATATOAS.

CALL NOWT ASK FoR BARTOL0 877-1181
453-5265 @Enmpen) 783-4097 (arents)

King Vallay Paving (s a respected sstabfished psving com-
pany that serves Qeorgetown h all surounding aress,
MEMBER OF CONSUMER PADTECTION BUREAU &

THE BETTER BUSINESSBUREAU 144439e




