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Royalettes our wild

By DAVE ROWNEY
Herald Special
" It's nect easy lo be a Toronto Blue Jays
farm team coach and scout while fulfilling a
teaching schedule during the year at
Stewarltown's senjor public school - but Jim
Ridley just loves baseballl

. When he's nof tedgchi

.- “Baseball is my misiress,” Ridley -

readlly admils, “butl my family comes
first.” 'The former professional ball player
for Milwaukee iz true to hiy word because
for the first time in three years be’s now al
his home in Milton looking after Lhe kids
instead of in Medicine Hat for the summer.

His wife Pat, an Art teacher at
Georgetown'a Diatrict high schoel {3 going
to school {or the summer so Jim has stayed
hame to enjoy his children for the basebail
season. But since Ridley was hired by the
Teronts Blue Jays in 1878 as thelr number
two scout, he's been on the road walching
Ehym and coaching Lhe Mediclne Hat Blue

nﬁl 2

The Medicine Hat team are o farm club
for Toronto along with Syracuse. The
Western Ieague is one of lhe oldest
professional minor baseball leagues in
existence.

When Rldley was with the Medicine Hat
Blue Jays he would trudge his ballplayers
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BLUE JAY SCOUT

The Georgetown Legion
Royaleltes became the “wild
card' entry in the Onlario
firnais to be played in George-
town Aug., 14 when they

ced fourth in Stoullvlle

st weekend at the qualily-
ing Ontario reglonals.

The Legion girls missed
the chance to hring home the
bronze medal when they
were defeated by Aurora last
Sunday 3-2, &' leam the
Royalettes have beaten twice
this season.

“The glirls are a little
disappointed,’ coach Wilkes
said, “There was a Jot of
pride inveolved in trying to

win o medal, hut no one's
going to walk over us at Lhe
Ontario finals,™

The general {eeling on the
clubis that although they are
automatically allowed an en-
iry into Lthe Ontario Inter-
megiate girls fasthall finals,
the Hoyaletles wanted io
prove they belonged by finls-
hing wlthin the top three
teamas.

However, the Royaleiles
played well and most likely
impressed the other teams at
the reglonals that George-
town will be a power to be
reckoned with August I4,-15
and 16. .

JIM RIDLEY

i,

IW's one of the

toughest travelling

leagues lor bascball in North America, sa

Ridley. To the 18, 19 and 20 year olds he
coached he was, “priest, mother, [ather....

everything!™

while in Moedicine Hat Ridley had to

wrile a detailed veperl on all 240 players In
the teague, spending about 15 minules on

cach player in writing time. “'The single
hardest thing for a scout todo is o rale
pecls on thelr present and {uture
potential,' Ridley says.

at such abilities as arm,
footspeed, glove, attilude, hat and physical
aize, a stout evaluates and rates these
abilitics on o scale of 1 to § on both their
present and future talents,

. Allhough coaching
improved, Ridley feels that youngsiors are

pros

Looking

Aechniques have

not as devoted to baseball as they used to

be,  He's found thpt Canadian talent
prevalent, but ball players need to play 12
months of the year. “I1's hard to find a way
to get the youngsters 1o throw the ball
; " around olten enough,” he says,

1 Canadion kids are generally about one’
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year behind their Aincrican counterparts
when it carnes to hitting, Ridley says. Some
prospects are scouled as eorly as 14 but
when a ball player Is in Junior, o decision is
made whether or nol to follow them,

Ridley’s own baseball career started
in Teronto at Christle Pits where he played
Pee Wec and Midget ball and Impressed .
seyven major lcague scouls who offered lo
sign him to a major lengue contraet.

Ironically, his present boss, Bobby
Prentice, was one of the scouls he turned
down. Prentice is the Blue Jays director of
seouting but in 1963 he was with Detroit.

PROCAREEN

Ridley played pro ball for four years
with Milwaukee then headed (or the Senlor
ndent league in Quebee, One of the
pitfails to his pro carcer was his coaches'
insistence on trying Lo make Mm's pitcher
instead of o centre {ielder,

Jim married in 1970 oand came o
Ontario to play Intercountry baseball (rom
His [first ycar Iidley won lhe
leapue's batting crown for the Maple Leals
and was then offered to play and maonage
Strotford of the Intercounty lengue during
the summer,

ng, Jim's ‘eye-balling’ for the Blue Jays

througn a H gome schedule 1n 71 days (yes,

they played quite & number of double

headers) over some 10,000 miles per month.
TOUGIHEST LEAGUE

One of Ridley's blggest signings and his
hardest was Kevin Altcheson from Strat-
ford. His preserverence paid off because

alter four years Kevin knew Jim personally
and phoned him before other pro scouts
could lure him away from the Blue Jays
organization. Allcheson hit 225 last seapon

and was the best outficlder in Mediclne Hat
gays Ridley, :

FUTURE GOALS
Rldley is stlll wailing to have one of his
players make the major leagues and this he
sees as one of his future goals. Another goal
is to win the World Series as n member of

the Blue Jays organizatlon. He's also got
his eye on the coaching job of Canada's
eniry into a World champlonship o be tryed
in Los Angeles in 1884 as part of the

Olymples.  Although the bascball is not
recognized as an Olymplc sport, there iz a
good poesibllity the sperts will be played in
1884, but not glven official standing.

If Cannda does send a leam, there Is
perhaps no one who knows our homebrew
players 60 well. Jim Ridley might just gel
that chance. o

During lhe next three years with
Stralford he won twa batling champlonships

and was voled manager of the year twice, -
Although having noreal affiliations with the
Montreal Expos except for helping out with
clinics, he oiten directed prospecis 1o
Monireal. ' . ,

But in late 1973 he was hired as a scout
by Bobby Prentice who was then with the
Detroit Tigers. *'In those days [ was a
sub-scout and I'd report directly te Pren-
Uce."™

Currcntly Ridley's scouting territory
runs from Brampton to London and as far
south as Nlagara Falls. Mosl of the wark [5
done during a six monith period where a
scout s on contract,

BUB-SCOUTS
During the Winter little is done besides
going through the “banquet clrcuit” and
talking to players through indoor clinics,
Jim now has his own sub-scouts in each area
he covers while he uses bath the telephone
and his car in an effort to find new
prospecls, :
The Blue Joys management firmly
believe the ¢lub cannot win without & strong
farm syatem so every chance is given to
develop youngsters, Ridley says.
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Coach Wilkes was pleased
with how the team played
Saturday and Sunday but the
Georgetown squad did not
start aff well last Friday
against Elmvale [rom Owen
‘Sound. Elmvale defeated the
Legion girls 74 and they
went on to collect a medal on
Sunday.

The Royalettes were lead-
ing 3-2 after the first inning
but Elmvale came back to
increase the score in the
[ourth and fIfth innings. Mic-
helle Miehm started as plic-
her for Georgetown bul was
relieved by Barb Curry in the
fourth Inning.

Tap hillers in the contest
far the Royaleties were Jan-
et MacKay who was 2 for 3
Including one home run, Joey
Bennett (2 for 3} and Dea
Rutherford (2 for 3).

Monica Pollock was 2 for 3
while Barb Curry was 3 [or 3.
Although Georgetown outhit
their Elmvale opponents
they registered seven erTos
which proved to be costly.

Stouflviile 1
Georgelown 2

The Legion girla came

back well on Saturday in

. their game against the host

Stowlfville team as they beal
their opponcnts 2-1. Barb

Curry pitched for the Roya-
leltes.

Janice Gagne proved to be
ihe hero for her Georgelown
leammates when she scored
the winning run in the [iith
inning. Both Barb Curry and
Janice Gagne were 2 for 3 at
bat. Naney Shertill also re-
corded g 2 for 3 standing.

One hour later the Hoyalet-

tes faced Port! Colbourne and -

won handily in a 83 score.

Port Colbourne look an
early 20 lead in the firsi
inning but five runs scored
by Georgetown easily establ-

* Merchants rally for week’s victories

The Glen Williams Mere-
hants of the Intercounty
baseball league continue lo
do well as the leam's sched-
ule enters into August.

After lesing a heart-break-
er to Orangeville last Tues.
day 2-1, the Glen men beune-

ed .back o record g &2
vietory over Alton and a &4

~ standofl againg! Cambridge.

Against Orangeville the
local Glen team were leading
their opponents 1-0 until the
ninth inning. Terry Halnes

led the way with some excel-
lent pitching. In, the ninth
Inning Blanchard of Orange-

ville was hit by a pitched ball
to get on first base.

The Glen team made twa .

more errers, loslng to the

Tennis players excel - .° -

The mixed intercounty
tennis team [rom Gordon
Alcott continue lofare well in

competition, although victor- -

jes were not decesive against
Brampton tost Thursday.

- The mixed ‘C’' team tied
- with Brampton by winning
three matches and losing

|

three. Ed Reiger and Jim
Toggart registered victories
by downing their opponenls

76, 46, 6-3. John Rice and
wife Linda won their maleh

in sets of 7.5, 1-6 and 64,

Bill Kent and Pal Harris
cutmaneuvered their count-
erparts 6-1 and 62.

- Kennedy

On the losing side were
John D'Allisen and George
Croft who feund it hard golng
as lhey were defeated 3-6, 6-4
and 2-6. Jim Taylor and
Andy Zvaogulis lost their
matchinscores of 2-6,6-2and
26, Isla Allison ond Ann

loat their match 24
and 26, '

Friday night saw the Minor Mosquito Ralders drop a
43 match to visiling Bolton in exhibltion play,

July is always the month for players vacajlons and the
Raiders have been especially ahort for the last two weeks of

ithe month. :

. House league players arﬁ being used tofill the gap and

well aga

played

inst Bollon but not well encugh to take the

game. Getting the Georgetawn goals were David Harris,
Davld Shandelmelr and Davin Clglen, :

This week the Raiders play In Misslssauga in a game
to decide first place and are hoping for a miracle boecause of

the roster shortage.

final score of 2-1
GLENS .
ALTON 2
Against Alton the next
night the Merchants were
s1ill upset about their loas to

- Orangeviile, but they railied

forward,
In the (irst inning, Les

Wilson walked, Dean Hooock

hit, Rob Hatcher drove in ihe
firal run on a hit while Jeif
Halnes hit a double to score
(wo more runs.

Andy Broadbenl hit a heme

run in the third innlng. In the |

seventh inning Dean Han-
cock had hils fourth hit of the

. night flollowed by a long

home run hit by Jeff Haines
o beat Allon 8-2,

Jeff Haines pitched a good
sound ball game giving up
only three hits while striking
out 10 batters. This win lled
the Glen Merchants wilh

* Alton for first place,

GLENGS
CAMBRIDGE{

Last Sunday the Glen team
travelled to Cambridge with-
put four of their regular
players.

Cambridge took a 41 lead
by the seventh lnning and
dominated the game until
this point.

in the eighth inning Rob
Hatcher got a single followed
by Dean Hancock with a
single. Jeff Halnes came lo
bat and hit one of the longest
home run balls the Glen
coach Cliff Norton has ever
seen in any fastball game.

Andy Broadbent singled,

_stole secand base, stole third

hase and scored on & throw-
ing error,

In the ninth inning Paul
Mastalerz started off with a
double, Les Wilson foilowed
with a double scoring Duane

- Halcher who was put in for a

pinch runner, :
Three of the minor ball
players came to helpoutin a
shorthanded situation:
Duane Hatlcher, Chris Haines
and Carman Larruso,
Thanks from the coach for
the help.
Terry Haines pitched a
good game glving up [four
hits while striking out 14 and
coming on very strong in the
last three innlngs.

e S T ANDI NGS_

ished who was the fired-up
team. Both teams scored
once more in the (lfth inning.

Michelle Miekn pitched
well for the local side accopd-
ing to coach Wilkes, Bonnie
Penney carned the “elutch
player” award when she
pitch hit to score the sixth
run with two out and two
runners on base. Georgelown

had a total of 10 hits during

the game.
. Auroral
Georgetown Z
In two previous encounters
with Aurora, the Royaletles
played where elther side
could have won the contest

and the tournament game at ..

Stouffville was similiar,

Barb Curry started pitch-
ing while Michelle Miehm
[inished off the dutles. The
twe pitchers registerod
ane-hitter for the gamo while
{heir counterparia had a
three-hitter,

Two runs were scored by~ 3

Georgetawn [n the sixth In-
ning with bases loaded but
Aurora came back and knoc-
ked the Royolettes out of
further lournament play.
After the game coach Wil-
kes lamented that It was
tough to loge a8 one-hitter.

Aurara,
Dunnville qualified to go to
Georgetown from Lhe Stouil-
ville tournament while in
other reglonal ‘tournament
around Ontario, Sarnla, Ri-
verside (Windsor) and
Moore Centre {Windsor)
were confirmed as entries
while the unofficlal word was
that Belleville, Richmond
Hill and Napanec were com-

Ing from & Kingston regional |

tournament.
NOTES:

Nancy Shorttll moved from
second base to calcher while
Joey Bennell went Lo second.
Both are famillar with the

itiona but have not swite-
hed thus far this year, Both
played well in the awitch,
according to Ted Wilkes,

Jonet MaéKay and Barb

Curry recelved pralse frotn
their coach for the way they

Jayed all weekend, especizl-
y at bal.

With some proctice time

Elmvale and-

-

card entry in provincial finals

e
P :lﬁlhﬂ." T . remalning before the Ontario
S * finals Coach Wilkes says he'd
llke to spend some time
perfecting the pitching side
" of the Royalette game which
he feels is the key io doing
well al the finzls, The leam |s
healthy except for Monica

Pollock’s sore arm,

Although having some problems wilh a sere arm, Monlca Pollock (s¢en above) and
her feliaw Legion Royalelies were back In form last weekend as they flalshed fourth in the
" Onisrio reglonals after losiog a heart-breaker to Aurora 3-2 on Sunday. The loss to Aurora
was particularly disappointing because Georgetown pitched m cne-hliier and Aurora bas
heen defealed by the Royalettes twice In the season this year. Nevertheless, the girls seem
ready to peak for the.Ontario finals to he held In Georgetown August I4.

Peel Steel 21 11 19

Akers and Clarke 20 1t 18

Merchanis 21 12 18 - Pl wr, f_ﬁ, . ¥ Q
vﬂ-riﬂ!l 21 13 i& . o AR T LI S | N e Ty, Tl et J!"|. : 'J‘-'-.

Ball coach suspended

Football
' ' voted into the league each year by thelr fellow members.
There s a poasibillty that Georgetown will not bo saked back
into the league if the majocity of teams vole that way.

e, FORIT, FELLAS!

. . | -
:5F1. Standings -

Team GFP W L T PIs

C and § Plumbing a1 15 6 0 30
North Hollon Spor 1z ' 20 5 1 2
Family Truat 21 10 S om

An n result of using an illegal player on their
Georgetown Stinger llneup last week against Lowville,
coach Brian James has been given a twogame suspension

" by the [eague.

. Hallon Rural Minor Softball commissiner Nancy
Auger of Mtiten told The Herald it was felt the coach and not
the team should be penelized for an inftingement of the
league's rulea. - :

TEAM :

Delrex Smoke Shop

Wimpeys

Glen

Dairy Queen

Mountainview Plaza
- Greeks Tavern

Foberts Rezl Estate

Royal Pira '

Norval Arcade
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A twelve team industrial league tournament 13
scheduled for the long weekend with games slarting at 8:30
a.m. on Saturday and Sunday., Tesms from the Aclton
industrial ieague, Adlon condominium laﬁ:: Georgelown
Induatrinl league, Hillsburgh, Guelph and Limshouse will be
parlicipating. Entrance to the park will be $1.00 per adult.

" Slandings As Of July 27, 1:1

Indusmin Rockets 13
Limehousa Laing's Construction 13
Hullonville Hawks. ' 12
Abitibl-Price Limehotae 10
Ballinalnd Blue Jays

Petrohaul Ollera

Coach James, who is now on holidays, was given &
stalf warning by commissioner Auger.

The Midget girls fastball leam sacriflced a chance at

_first place in the standings and will play Limehouss in the
seml-finals next week, Brookville wili play Lowville in the.
other gemi-final, :

One footnote (o the whole eplsode is that non-rural
teams such as Acton, Milton and Georgelown have to ba
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BCORING LEADERS
15t Werner Mlkoleit — Bmoke Shop
2nd Brent Ferguson— Royal Pizza
3rd Bruce Cartwright — Smoke Shop
dth Mark Rels — Smoke Shop
sth Jeff Lockwood — Dalry Queen

(Herald photo by Karen Fokkens) | '

- The ﬂmgetun.ih: team of the Intercounty Men's soccer league played an actlon-packed
© gams when they met Milton last week in Georgetown, With saves like this one by Milion Rangers

goslle off an Ajax comer kick, Georgetown hada bard {ime Mading the right opporianiiies as they
were downed 74 by the Rangers. -




