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LEGALLY SPEAK ING Is a
reqular column  wrilten by
legally qualified people under
the nuspices of COMMUNITY
LEGAL EDUCATION
ONTARIO o
By William Burnfleld

Avcording to the Famlly
Law Reform Act, enacted in
Ontarioin 1978, a “'spouse’” s a
marrled person or anyone who
has lived with a person of the
opposile sex for flve ycars
centinuocusly. 7f a couple has
lived logelher for' a shorter
time than that, they are still
considered 3 if their
relatlonship ts fairly perman-
ent and they have had a chlld.

Is there such a thing 88 a
common law marriage? Legal-
ly, no. However, Lhs Famlily
lLaw Reform Aci does gives
“common law spouses’ some
legal rights if the couple
geparates, For instance, elther
party may be entitied to
financial support from his
or her spouse when the relat-
lonship ends. The spouss must
apply for suchsupport within a
year of separating and must be
able to prove need,

It Is wrong to think that a
spouse b a ocommen law

. Family law:

together for ten years, When |

they split up, there were two
ltems ol property In dispute,
One was & fur coat the
other was the house they had
lived in.

Martha had bought the coat
ns a gilt for George. When they
spiit up Martha waniad the
coat back; however, since she
had given it to George intend-
ing thot he keep it, & Court
woitld probably allow him todo
50,

George had bought the house
they lived in and regiztered it
in his name; however, since
Martha had helped paint and
maintaln it for ten years, a
Court might award her ao
interest In the house or com-
pensation for her work.

The problem in both of Lhese
situatlons i3 that Martha and

. and how it applws
to children and spouses

A% ' one spouse,

wiy a judge might interpret
their former intenlions. They
would be much more certaip
about how their y I8 Lo
be divided I they had a
“cohabltation agreement.”

The Faml'y Law Reform Act
recognites “‘cohabitation

Bgreements’’ as legal con
tracts.Ina edmhlhunnngme-
ment, & man and woman can
state how thelr relationship is
arganized, how they will divide
up thelr property is they
separate and Lthe amount of
financial support one spouse
will give the other. Custody of
children cannct be determined
by a cohabitation agreement;
this is a matter for & Court to
decide.

In order to be wvalld, a

must be writlen, signed, and
wilnessed, However, n Court
may disregard or vary Lhe
terma of the a ent in
cases when it ly very unfalr to
{for - example,
when enespouse Is rich and the
ntll'.tjer hml'ﬁlagn welfmgigh ;

nm parents’ is o
custody and access to thelr
children are the game as those
of married parents. That Is, a
Court will decide to whom
custody and access will be
granted by determlning what
is in the besi interests of the
child.

The Family Law Reform Act
providea that ev t
must support his u??;erm
Once a Court has defermined
who the parents of a child are,
It can order elther or both of
them tosupport the child to the
best of Lheir abllity, The
mother of a chlld born to.
comon law parents ls usually
easily delermined.

However, sometimes the
father of the child is not
known. Therelore, a man who

was living with a child's
mother in a relatively perm-
anent relationship when the
child was born or within 300
days before the child's birth Ia
presumed to be the father of
the child, unlesa ha can prove
he k8 not, ‘He and the ¢hild's
molher will both be responasl-

ble for the s
Lo the best of

of the chlid,
ability,

The information in this art-
lele 1s accurate as of June,
1961. For more information on

this aod other
Community

ica conlact
FEducation -

Ontario, 111 Queen St ¢ Suils

310, Toronto, Ontarfo, M5C 152,
For legal advice contzct the
Halten Hills Community Legal
Ald Clinle at 5 Weslevan St in

Gearetown, pbone B77-5258.

Kelp-Help

In undersea kelp forests
off the shore of southem
California, n single giant
kelp sometimes supports
more than 50,000 small ani-

mals.

“cohablitailon agreement”

reiationship has the umehlegnl

is as a spouse who is
gsnrltr{ed.ﬁsmmﬂnned above,
there are no special rules
about the equal division of
family property for common
law couples who stop lving
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SPORTS CAMP GOES MOB]LE
Although some children just kept qu-:Hdh:g away, lhese Georgelown Memorial Arena for those who had never been ot

lok hat they've dolog as they pariicipaled  roller skales before and then let them have thelr fun, Showing off
youagidadernieiy stist lheris delck v iy sl thelr (alents are (left to right Bunoy Meek, Michacl Wilde,
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i In the Halton Hills Depariment of Recreation sporis camp Lxst .
J Wednesd In Ting MecGraih, Tot Lot asslstant leader Kitm Newcombe, Jimmy hunnlug and Bruce Waller- ther, c 0 s
: wﬂ;ﬁﬂ:ﬁ:’ ET::H a Ehnn roller skating demonstration al the worth, whugn“rﬂlg!ﬁ:dm :m N w P N! HEDIT QUST MEH ,
| The province’s bousing ministry has given the town a u“ﬁghﬂfﬁgnm‘dr“h“;ﬂnﬁ @ Due to the D{JStaI strike,

§ g5 grnt for “eore ares” s in Acln and | BrOPT (00800 2o Pinecratft Zellers statement

! Ore mone Georgetown. The money, added Lo another provincial grant | 1€ €0 2ren Usech, OmRon your cZeliers statemen
| il e e T poloiio maybe picked up at our
| _ : munities' ness Improvement aress, was the :
; i e auwaglr: under the government | ¢ording lo who paid for i, Canadian made pine furniture.

whose name it s im, the
intentions of the spouses reg-
arding ownership of the prop-

Credit Office.

m. Conducted simultaneously, the core area study

progra
almed at establlshing planning policies in the downtown
secilons for the lown's offlclal plan, and tha redavelopment

Leathertown Village

' | for downtown

work by looking at an exam-
ple, George md Mnﬂm uved

atu?y' mﬂd 11:;{ p Halton Hﬂaﬁetﬁlﬂgﬂ it;!mfing to l:dnﬂ g?thﬂm?:wmk ug piher ~ Acton — Thank yOou
revila preserve acter P

- , | S o S i es made (o mabial o build 853-0991 - ZellersNo. 67
: cial fun or studles : . :

: commilted about £35.000 tn the stidy program. We can see how these rules G’'town Market Place
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 Spafood
Lovers!
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Dine With Us

Businessman’s
Luncheon
Mon-F: Noon-2:30 p.m,

Let us tantalize your
tagte buds with our
" wlde varied menu.

— Daily Luncheon Specials

Treat Yourself! 'm
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367 Guelph St., Georgetown

— Roast Beef Buffet e )

. o Dtehcmus food in a relaxed i‘:fﬂ‘;"i’e :f,‘: r::i' Relax n Our Memory Lounge B

: atmosphere the whole family first choice for steak Evenings 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. L5 I

H K ENTERTAINMENT * will enjoy! Choose from our and seafood. | or [

---- ; FRIDAY AND SATURDAY Chicken and Ribs featuring a Sy Mghty Entertalamipntlonatalie. B |
2 9:00 p.in. - 1:00 a.m. great new sauce available n D jt, i
;  Vist our ever popular “HRESIDE LOUNGE™ exclusively at the Rib Cage. a8 t*i
; — and mee! a friend! i
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i . _ . CLOSED . VISA .
D 0, e Mosaimee Blan | CHARGEX &  ForTake-Out 232 Guelph Street, Georgatown sunpays 72 MILLSTREET ,cceprep en
IR arin oM 877-4166 wilCcoME ﬂn.u“w clu 877 3094 For HH‘EEWB“HI‘IB cE" 877-7811 1 ﬁ:mmdnwnr;wnm:;w ;
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Wimpey's Restaurant is

S5

SRR

¥ now under the new B
¥ management of Mr. and AT L%
5308 Mrs, Mike Epitropou. Now S . ...prnuidas you with a s
3 oen Sunday also oM (i g N\. == handy listing of this [l
fEa .8:00 am to 3:00 pm to ser- Qe B Rria ok P T = area’s dining choices. f{'%.:
@4 ve you even better. ' \ - Tl i 1
i | ‘ i
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CH[NESE FOOD PRIVATE BANQUET ROOMS ' LOOKFORIT - ey
: For Weddinge and A% Socisl Functions : Wednesdays and ,ri
I s e athnes . Fridays, for new - i}
~ RESTAURANT mm 8112221 n @i 1670687 rostaurent possivites i
! T
8779 79] 21 George St. Norﬂt gnd old favourites, @j
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