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" This Israeli hawk turned out to be a dove

By REUBEN SLONIM

. Herald Special

Historians will probably cite
Eter Weltman, former
defense minlster In Iaraell
Prime Minlster Menahem

Begln's cabinet, as the key -

man in the negotiations that

produced -the Eam David
Accord. and the equent

Egyptian-laraell p:ace treaty.

several occasions the ncgntla*

tions threatened to -founder

(because of distrust of his

_nppunenls} . Had it not been for

Welzman, Egypl's President
Anwar Sadat -would doubtless
have given up on the Iarpelis.

So says Ezer Weizman In
The Battle For Peace {Bantam
Books: 3% pages: $13.95), an

account of his role Iin the

~evenis that led {rom Sadat’'s
historic visit te Jerusalem in
the fall of 1977, io the signing of
the peace (realy in Washlngton
in March, 1979.
There is no reason to doubt
Weirman's assessment, sells
serving as It may appear. 50

far none of the major negotla- -

tors has contradicted him,
LIKE BROTHERS
How. dld Weizman achieve

the force of his personality and
the coincidence of being the
right man on the right spot at
tho right time. Sadat found
Begin bastcally incompatible,
but in Welzman he discovered
a kind of long-loat brother.
“When [ addressed our
students in Alexandria,”: Sadal
told Weizman, "1 anjd openly

- that when I sit down with Ezer
Beﬂrhl was the head ut the "
Israeli . delegation, on

Weizman there nte no limits to

the subjects we dlscuss. When
" 1 talk with you, I fee] at ease
‘and 1 am prepared lo r:hscu:s

any subjeet.'”

The Egypilan leader had no.
such rapport with ‘any of the
‘other negotiating Israeits.-

When U.S. President. Jlimmy

Carter asked him Lo see Moshe -

Dyan, Beégin's former foreign
minister, he refused, *‘But
when you request it, Ezer," he
told Weizman, 1 won’t
refuse.”™

Many l[sraelis, including
senlor polltical figures,
suspecied Sadot's mowves,
scrutinizing every statemenl
and act of his for some hidden
trickery.

‘The.better Weizman got to

+know Sadat o3 @ man and a
- stateaman, the more firmly he

rejected the conjecture that
Sadal's entlre peace initiative

_many. ‘laraclls do not

reason:
evérslon loward the Falealill;!ir-
€

was nothing more than an act
of strategic deception,
BAME STYLE

Welzman and Sadat hit it off

logether because they both

“play with open cards," Baoth-

make their arguments loudly
and not always in the moat
elegant ' language. A Ereat

like
great

Weizman's  slyle; o

“many Arabs do pot like Sadal’s .
style.

Weirman -admils,

calls: -
“A parade with.its wealth of

“mulli-colored uniferms, with

the ‘roll- of drums and the
thunder of actillery salules —
all these flalter the ego of any
leadér, great or small, Mine,
too."

Sadat secemed Lo enjoy such
straight-from-the-shoulder
talk, probably because he felt
the same tand admired such a
rank, public conflesaion,

Weizman and Sadat were -

drawn together for another
Thelr common

an  Arabs, particularly
Palestine Liberation Organlza-
tion whose leuders Sadat call-
ed “cabaret warriors,” o

among
ulhnr faults, n weakness for
_ceremonial parades and huglf:

tion in_the negotations with
Israc!? Because, gays Weiz-
man, he needed ""n Nig leaf,” a
covelr agalnst pressgure from
the resi of the Arab world.

It was this sympathy for the
particular preblems of Egypt
thal arcused In Sadat o feeling
of trust for Weizman, who zees
Egypt as more Egyptlan than
- Arab.

- MUCHTOOFFER
' E:cr Welzman, whose uncle
was the firel president of
Israel, shows an understand-

. ing of the Egyptians his Zioniat

predeccssors falled to show
CArabg in general. Welzman
says: -

- Mile have'n lot to offer the

" Egyptians, but we must be

carciul never (o imply that we
have all the anawers. We
cannot come to the Egyplians
only as teachers, There is
much o Jearn from them:
their teterance, their warmth,

their hospitalily and humor."
The hawkish Welzman
proved himself a dove in these
memaolrs, Tho advantages of
the peace Ircaly with, Egypt
arc so ohvious to him that he
has no patience with Israel]

‘nay-sayers and doubters. He

considers |t an end (o the
blood-letling on the southemn
front, recognition of Israel as
an integral part of the Middle
East, and a wide-open oppor-
lunity for Tsrael’s economy.
Who could ask for more?

Weizman ¢redits Sadat with
the major share of bringlng off
the lsraeli-Egyptinn accord:
He broke the psychological
barrier between Israel and the
Arobs and restored the Arab-
Isracli dispute lo the conven-
tlonal terms of the negotlating
table,

The former defense minister
fearsthe Israells may mulf the
cpporiunily Sadat has handed

them. He
because they spem unable to
find the courage and the
determination lo storm peace
the way lhey stormed the
Edyption defenaes In the Six-
Day War:

“Jusl ns we swoDO down
ot their airflelds and blew
their planes sky-high, so we
rauit now fling curgelves at the
Egyptian people and earn their
good-will and undersianding
with the same determination,
the same unflinching devotion
with which the pilots pressed
home their altack regardless
of the cost.”

Welezman s counselling the
Israells to take the same risks
for peace as they tock for war.
The advice |s sound,

Heuben Slonim has been &
Irequent visltor Lo the Middle

East and haes writlen many .

ariicles and books an
reglon,

the
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4 bdrm wilh lireplace on a beautiful ravina lat. Call
Joyce Scolt B77-5296, 67

relerence (o their luxurious
living.

Weizman believes that
Egyptians view the Palestini-
ans as the root cause of all
thelr troubles, It wax on behalf
of the Palestinians, he says,
that Egypt plunged into a
se¢ries of wars for which she
pald a terribla price -~ more’
than 160,000 dead or wounded.

Why, then, did Sadat

i %o

ruun:l pool 16 x 32, Call
E-aa‘hara 3 McMullen 877-52 E &9

$089.900 4 bdin h’lr.k;u

MILTOM SJ'I B00.

Lavely hachs.phl in a quiet court. Call Jgyee Scol 877
5296. 113

- ' | =
- MVESTMEKT PROPEATY $74,500
4 phax renls ovar $800.00, .-tmpl‘u parking. Calf ﬁarﬂazrg

know duplicate

McMutlan 877 5?!5

conslder himsell bound to
plead {or a Palestinian solu-
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bolow cutrent rale. Call Alica Pokluda 877-5296 4

10 ACRES

- et

Haart Lake. Irnmaf:utatn 10YA% 1A 1982, Shows ke a _
E dream, Fot inspection call Elien Hopg 877.5298. 80
[} i " ‘e

25 acre hob
Asking $121.

farm with naw 4 be, home and 2 barns..
03, Call Ah-tuPﬂhFu:!_a BI7- 52948,

; e e [
I Sl rees and m no trees.
| | Asking $38.900. Call Allce Pokluda B77.5208. 108 B"m”""’.“"*["_ﬂ'-'f_ﬂ 5298, - -

n
T | L
A . O ol B

=

“THE BARN"
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. ] N ilh Lar: den. Family sired
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