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The hamlets of Halton Hill

By MAGGIE BRANNAN
Herald Special

Churchlll, on the Third Line
of Old Esquesing Township
and the Erin Township bound-
ary, was named after its chur-
ch, and that remains the only
community bullding it has had
in close to p century,

The area's first setiler was
opparently Jacob Swackham-
er. He was born in Pennsy-
lvania and came to Canada
with his parents and family as

o Unlicd Empire lLoyalist,
During the war of 1812 he
SCrv as General Brock's
orderly and recelved a land
gran{ {for his services during
the Niagara skirmlishes,

His descendent, Wallace
Swackhamer still owned Lhe
farm al Lot 32, Concession 3,
Esquesing Township, until he
relired a few years ago.

Mr, Swackhamer says the
{irst horne was built on & hill,
he understands, because In

ABBA-DABBA-DOO!

Ah, a boy and his Flintstone. Herald sporis
edllor Dave Rowney photographed this young
vislter to Canada’s Wonderland glving Fred's nose
an affectionate squeceze durlng a preview tour of Lthe
new amusement park Saturday, Semethlng of o
connoisseur of Disneyesque diverslons by virtue of
his previous employment with Onlario Place. our
man Dave says Yronderland's “great™. Fiflly cents,

please.

Despite high interest rales
Canadians were purchasing
numbers
during the first quarter of this
year than in the last quarter of
1980, a just-completed cross.
Canada survey by the Canadi-
an Real Estate Association
reveals. 2]

Hesidential transactions
processed through the Multiple
Listing Service (MLS) jumped
by 2,450 to 42,76) in the [irsl
quarter of {961 as properties
valued at more than %1 billion
changed hands.

MLS is an optional listing
service uwsed by most of the
real estate boards in Canada;
and provides a wide exposure
for properties on the market,
The great majority of such
properties are  existing
(resale’ houses and the tabula-
tion of these purchases has
been found to be the most

accurale gnuge of resale house

prices in Canada.

The number of properties
offered for sale on MLS
incrensed by 13,816 between
year end and March, totalling
53,114 in March for all of
Canada,

Average residential prices
rose froman average of $72,200
in the lasl guarter of 1980 to
$75,391 during the first quarter
of 1981 -- an jncrease of 4.4 per
cenl.

The average increasé was
made to appear larger than it
actually was by aclivity In
volatile real estale baard
areas like Vancouver where
prices were $106,584 in the Jast

uarter of 1980 and $156,521 for
the f{irst quarter of 1%1;.
Fraser Valley, B.C., $109,174
and $134,579; Okanagan Main-
line, B.C., $31,638 and $i01,456:
Calgary, $96,038 and $104,433:
Edmonton, $86,402 and $89 804
and Toronto $76,460 and
$79,700.

But prices generally were
nol climbing at the rate obser-
ved in several of the Metro-
potitan areas. In fact in some

arcas, ‘average  prices
weakened,
In Ontarie, for instance,

~ there were almost as many

real estatle board arcas where
prices declined os there were
where average prices increas-
ed.

Average prices [n some
representative cittes for the
lirst quarter were: Kamloops,
B.C., $33,535, Grande Prairie,
Alberta, $80,191, Regina,
Saskatchewnn, $51,840; Winni-

LEASING A CAR
OR TRUCK

ANY MAKE OR
MODEL

. Chavrolat

Cldsmeblle

GIVEUS A TRY

peg. AManitoba, §52,014;
Ottawa, $61,444; Windsor,
$56.409; Montreal, $52,534;
Saint John, N.B., $45404:
Halifax, $54,103; and St. John's
Newfoundland, $53,148.

By provinces average prices
during the first quarter were:
British Columbia $118.,384:
Alberta, $95,858: Saskatche-
wan  $54,949; Manitoba,
$52,203; Ontacio, 3%68,913;
Quebec (exclusive of
Montreal) 340,602, New Bruns-
wick,” $18,577; Nova Scolia,
$50,271; Prince Edward
Island, $51,500; and Newfound-
land, $47,065,
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those days people thought the
high ground didn't frecze so it
would be warmer up there.

Jacob apparently cleared 18
acres of his land with an ox and
a horse and planted wheat.
Then he had lo walk to Oak-
ville to have it ground. That
was the family food supply for
their [irst winter,

The Swackhamer holding
wns just ofl the Stage Road
from Guelph to Toronto, but
that didn't mean they had
neighbors for some time after
thelr arrival. Family sloriea
mr they knew they had a
neighber when they saw a Jight
through the bush one night. It
turned out to be a family who
had settled near Dolly Varden,
Just west of Limehouse.

S0 far as Mr. Swackhamer
knowd the communily, which
ls also called Swackhamer
Cornern In an 1859 edltion of
the Canadian Independent,
never had a atore, post office,
holel or industry. 1t was stricly
a seat of worshlp for Lhe
neighboring farmers and their
farnilles,

A history of Churchll} Com-
munity Church says [t all
began Feb. 4, 1838, when Rev,
Hiram Denny formed a cong-

regationnl church In the log

school house which was sltuat-
ed in what i3 now the commun-
Ity cemeltesy,

Aa Mr, Swackhamer unders-
tands it, the church services
were held in the school {or a
time until the church was built,
somelime beiween 1840 and
1842. It wan completed in 1847,

Rev. Denny was A mission-
ary for the London Missionary
Society in Guelph for a year,
then with the arrival of his
replacement, he became n
circuit rider. As well as Chure-
hill he is known to have organi-
zed churches al Speedside,
Belwood and Alton and held
services for the Ospringe con-
gregation in the upstalrs of the
Ospringe Hotel,

Although he left Churchill in

Home purchases rise
despite high interest

Compared with the first
quarter of 1980 volume of ali
real estate transactions (not
just homes)} processed through
MLS was 27.4 per cent higher
than in the same period in 1981.
The number of (ransactions
tatalled 52,552

The Canadian Real Estate
Assoclalion with more than
53,000 members is an organiza-
tion of more than 100 real
estate boards across the nation
and 10 provincial real estate
assoclations and others, who
have a direct interest and
involvemagnt in the real estnle

. vacation infCanada.
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- [New service opening
Community Resource Services of Halton, o non-profit
agency providing various services within the eriminal
justice system, has ils official opening this Monday (June

13) al 7:30 p.m. in the Centennlal Hall of the Burlington
Central Library. Correctional services minlster Nicholas

Leluk will be guest speaker.

Additlonal information is

available from the service ol 630-4804.

lce Cream Shiﬁs
Custom-Tailored for Dad.

Dad will lave slicing into his cake 'n’
ice cream Falher's Day surprise.
Crder 01e in his favorite flavor. We'll add
his monogram. Qnly at Baskin-Robbins,

PLEASE PLACE YOUR ORDER
BEFORE JUNE 17th TO ENSURE
THAT YOUR ORDER IS READY

FOR “‘FATHER’S DAY,

BASKIN-ROBBINS
ICE CREAM STORE

1

HALTON HILLS SHOPPING CENTRE
235 Guelph Street, Georgetown
Call 877-3312

1854, his descendents still live
in the area.

Mr. Swackhamer rememb-
ers the little log building which
had once housed the area
achool as being very small
with a door in the end and two
windows oboul 12 inches
square on each side of the
door.

*Thal’s all there was tolet In
light," he says.

it had become a hen pen on
his famlly farm by the time he
first saw it and even today he
knows where logs can be found
on the old farm left over from
the building that are still
sound.

That school was replaced by
another log school up the Four-
th Line in Erin Township prob-
ably Lot 2 or 3. It was only a
rubble foundation when he
firat saw it and he has no idea
when cither building censed
functioning as a school.

Lorne School in Esquesing
and Woodslde School in Erin
Township wouwld have served
arca childrenin later years, he
a0YS.

Although Churchill probably

redates Acton that has proba-
ly been its residents shopping
areq since Lhe first stores were
catablished there, he assumes.,

The cemetery opposite the
church Is not connected to the
church, Mr. Swackhamer
says. Il i3 a communitly cemet-
ery slarted in 1627 when John
swackhamer asked his elder
brother Jacob for permission
ie bury his little daughler
among trees on the corner of
the farm.

Shortly aller that a smallpox
epidemic hit the area and
there are rows of graves atles-
ling to the toll it took of aren
familics.

The modern scction of the
cemelery is laid out parallel to
the road as one might expect
but in the old section the
Eraves are on an angle ao Lthey
all face the east and sunrise,
he says.

A marker on the north edge
of the four cerners shows it is
1,200 feet above aea level. Also
of note is the fnct it is Lhe edge
of the Niagara Escarpment.
From there everything north
ol il flows to Lake Erie. To the
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Associated With Rydar's TV
Moore Park Plaza

We service all
recognized brands

of TV and Stereo.

Autharirod Service Cantro for
Magnavox, Qussar and Toshibe

DION

ELECTRONIC SERVICE
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YCUR GEAVICE NUMBER i13;

877-9796
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south everything f(lows into
Lake Onlario.

Churchill cehurch members
are also proud to say that the
Upper Canoda Missionary Soe-
Iety (Congregational) was for-
med In their church in 1841,
just three years after the
church ilsell began.

The United Church closed

SPECIAL."”

Suggested Price.

'Excellent, Super,
Sensational, Unique,
Fantastic, Superb...

Words written in our gquest book by
customers impressed with our store and
prices. Wa fealure the very best value in
Canadian Solid Wood Furniture, in all your
favourite woods. Qur popular designs are
reduced for a ‘““BEAT THE TAX JUNE

- Churchill was settled by Brock aide

Churchill in 1968 but It has
remained open as a communi-

ty church with no denomlinat-

ional tles slnce that Ume.

The only addilenal aren
interest comes from the Com-
munications Canada monitor-
Ing statlon sltunted on a hill
just west of the community on
the townahlp boundary.

Featured for Father's Day are Leather At-
tache and Briefcases from Canada's
FPremier Manutacturer at up to 40% OFF.
Leather slippers at 30% OFF, and Suede
Blazers at a full 50% OFF Manufacturers

the olde

]| Hide House

49 Eastorn Ave. Acton, Ontario (519) 853-1031
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Are Coming Soon to

P2 DOWNTOWN
s, GEORGETOWN

Don’
excitement

3 DAYS ONLY

HALTON HILLS
ELKS LODGE

BINGO

EVERY
MONDAY

52 Neos. This Week

The station, cne of four in
Canada, is used loe monitor
radio frequencies for amateur,
_ l:rnfessiunninnd other types of
icenced radio stations.

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, JUNE 14

2:00 — 4:00 p.m.

37 Main 'St. N., Georgetown '

W W Wy ——_— i T

For more information and details call
your host Don larvie

877-5261 or 877-0288

t miss the
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Come on downtown for some Old Fashioned
Bargains. Fill in one of the coupons. You
could win a Deluxe Gas Barbeque or a
Deluxe Patio Set. {(No Purchase
Necessary). There’s lots of Free

Parking and it's great fun for the =~
whole family. m

See Next Week’s
HERALD for
more detalls...
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