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Mixed feelings
over ex-chairman’s
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- region analysis

There’s plenty of good sense in thia
week's evaluation of reglonal government
by Georgetown's Ric Morrow - himsell a
former chalrman of regional council. But if
councii members display the wariness
about his Ideas that Mr, Morrow an-
ticipates, we'll have to go along with them.

Elaborating extensively on a favorlie
topic, Mr. Morrow told the Guelph Dally
Mercury that reglonal government in
Haiton will never be successful untif its
taxpnyers, and its ‘'municipal politiclans,
accept it8 necessity and understand its
function.

Had the 1977-78 reglonal council
which NMr. Morrow chaired not been an-
chored by parochial, region-shy members,
he said, Halton taxpayers would not have
faced a $600,000 budget deficit they're still
atruggling to overcome. Judging from the
former chalrman's [urther' comments, he
thinks the same shortsightedness has
hampered the reglonal counclis since,

Overt opposition to the concept of
reglonal government - a platform which got

severnl reglonal representatives elected -

prompted these counclls to limlit spending
on consultant's studies which may have
disclosed staliing problems early on, eased
the workload and hended ofi financlal
catastrophe, he contends. Instead, the
problems lingered too long and several
departments heads, along with the tax-
payers, are paylng the price.

Only now are oulslde consuliants
assessing the problems and recommending
solutions, but even they aren’t enough for
Nr. Morrow.

Revamping the chiel administrator’s
depariment is just a drop In the bucket as
far as the lormer chalrman is concerned.
He suggesis restructuring council so that

* woters elect about a dozen council members

to represent them at the regional level only.
The mayors and councillors of the four area
municipalitles would stick to themeelves on
local councll,

While the latter idea appeals to us
gomewhat, the former does not.

Reducing reglona! councll's slze and
limiting membership to speclficalily-
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I've probably said the same thlag more Lhan
once before, but it was Terry Fox who finally
enlighlened me as 10 the nature of fund-raising
campaigns for charitable organizations. I was still
getting used to the news medin’s association with
these campaigns when the Marathon of Hope hero
{raversed Halton Hills last summer,

Obviously, Terry's unprecedented effort gave
the Nighl against cancer a unique focal point which
stripped away all the corporate trappings of the
major charities: A betleveable hero In the true
sense of the word fighting a recognlzable handlcap
by grabbing our attention with his eross-country
run. Suddenly, the campaigns made perfect
attruislic sense and the phrase “Cancer con be
beaten™ became more than just a fund-raising
slogian.

Since Terry's visit, I've [ocked on the Heart
FFund, the lied Cross, the March of Dimes, the cystic
fibrosis ballle and other such campaigns with far
less  cynicism  than before. Last Wednesday
morning, when the local concer society unit kicked
off Its 1981 compalgn with a Dalfedil Day breakfast
organmzed by loeal insurance agent Pauwl Armstrong,
my optimism could only inerease. :
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© It's an odd LEredlcnment the cancer unit finds
itsclf in this month: despite a Pacific Coliseum visit
with Wayne Grelzky on the weekend, Terry s
virtually a prisoner of his recurring discase, his
hopes of retumning to Thunder Bay and contlauing
the Marathon nlmost certalnly dashed. The flrst

elected representatives is most appealing
at a superficial tevel: councll could meet in
Oakvllle during the evenlnga, making it
immediately more accesslble to the publle;
the smealler size would Increase its el-
fectiveness while decreasing dissension;
the sometimes necessary parochlatism
demonstrated by the lour mayors at the
reglonal level would be molllfled by
channelling thelr input through thelr town’s
reglional reps.

Clearly the reason why mayors at-
tend regional councll Is to afford direct
communication between the two levels of
munlcipal government; Mr. Morrow
argues that the Reglonal Municipality of
Halton Act is clear In differentiating bet-
ween local and reglonal responsibllities, so
there should be no communication gap.
That conlentlon leaves us wondering, given
the communlication gap widening between
the iwo levels thus far,

Of Mr. Morrow's suggestion that the
reglon’s internal opponents are directly to
blame for the current financlal woes, we
are less convinced. There Is much to be
said for a positive outlook In the face of a
gloomy forecast, but we belleve regional
counctl [n the past three terma has based Its
spending rvestraint more on genuine con-

“ cern for ratepayers across the reglon than

gn disdain over the municlpal respon-
aibilities *‘wsurped’ by regional govern-
ment,

We bow to Mr. Morrow's expertise in
munficipal polltics and certainly couldn’t
challenge his insight Into the workings of
the 1877-78 council, but we fail to see the
reglon's shorticomings as prodocts of In-
ternal sabotage or even parochial reluc-
tance on the part of antl-reglon councillors.

One comment we can fully endorae,
kowever, is his acknowledgement that the
provinclal government probably did far too
little 10 explaln the form of government
they were Introducing to the citizens It
would affect. To thls day, voters remain
gnconvinced of its positive value. What

were. once growing palns are now open
wounds, nngr Halton's taxpayers will be

even harder to convince when the next
municipal electlon rolls around,

Letter from
‘the Editor

Paul Dorsey

question that comes to mind is, can cancer really be
bealen?

With this doubt nagging voguely inthe back of
our minds, we watch the eancer unil mount an
annual campaign without the winning help of Terry
Fox. in fact, as I found out Jost week, Terry's apirll
remalns a major factor in obtaining financlnl
support. .

Same 200 or 30 business, Industry, service
club and soclal club reps gathered at North Halton
Goll and Couniry Club for the Daffodil Day
breakfast- and somehow the sense of hope and
optimlsm which Terry brought to tawn eight months
ngo vibrated through the room like a subtle current
of unanimity.

Several speakers referred directly lo Terry,

bul an indlrect reference by Claudette Smith, whao
ran the 1980 campaign, brought it all home again for
every single listener there. The same cruel irony
which greeted Georgelown's own Belte Stokes -
author of “Song for Terry™ - last fall had befatlen
Cloudeite: o member of her own (amily recently
conlracted the disease.
' The fierce reality of the campalgn - the
discase itsell and the vigorous human spirit needed
to-combal [t - was graciously offset by plenty of
whimsical entertalnment. This year's campaign
chairman, Wheldon "'Steamer' Emmerson,
demonstrated his considerable skill as an after-
dinner speaker with a baltery of jokes, Introductlons
and greetings worthy of Don Ricklescum-Hodney
Dangerfield.

Steamer kept things rolling ot a grand pace
all by himsell, but ha also brought along a valuable
ally, Vince Mumferd. With the mayor's mother-in-
law, Iva Davidson, al the plane, the CFRB radio
personality shared his own repertolre of jokes and
led o sing-along or two. It was a wee bit early on o
Wednesday morning for me, but plenty of those on
hand enjoyed *'Sunny Slde of the Streel” and other
mouldy but goldie oldics. _

The Herald s very gratefu! to Mrs. Smilh and
the Conadian Cancer Sociely for a special Terry Fox
certificate of appreclation we've recelved. The
Grorgelown Independent also recelved one, as did
McDonald's Restaurant’s local f{ranchise {(Jo
Lister's reward for chasing the eluslve Marathon
entournge around town on the old fire truck)}and the
Georgetown Motor Inn, which Terry atayed in and
later commended thankfully. Verbally and non-
verbally, those present thanked the cancer unit and
pledged continued support to ecampaigns that won't
cnjoy Terry's physical involvement, but can't fall to
benefil from the good spirit he genercusly spread
around last year. -

© defections

" SN

\

By Stewart
MaclLeod

iinwa Hureau

¢f The llerald
Going back to that Quebec provin-
clal election campaign with its whele-
sale promises, there is one other
astonishing comparison with 1976 that
should not be overlooked. It's this:
There is 8 widespread beliel that the
re-eleclion of a Parli Quebecois
government may well kil the separa-

tist movement in Quechee.

You have to think about that one
for a lew minutes, don’t you? Who
could ever ngsociate the government of
Hene Levesque with the strangulation
of the separatist cause?

But there are a good many
[rusirated separalists who feel Lhis
way, And Il is ebviously one of the
[actors 1o consider in looking at those
public opinion pools, the latest of which
indicate that Claude Ryan and his
Liberals aure trailing the PQ. There Is
probably a Jarge block of angry and
confused volers wha faithfully cling 1o
their beliel in Quebec independence
but have ne ldea how Lo vote in the
April 11 election, There could be
massive shifls in the linal days of the
campaign as the dyed-in-the-wool

Queen’s "ark Bureau
of The tHerald

The FProgressive  Conservalives
have reclaimed their majority in the
(Inlario Jegislature, but the real story
of the 161 provincial election Is the
collapse of the NIV and the revival of
lhe Liberais,

Across Ontarie the Tories took 45
per cent of the vote, Lhe Liberals 34 per
cenl, and the NI oaly 21 per cenl.

That's it leap of live per cent aver
the 1977 resulis by the Tories, a gain of
two per cent by the Grits, and o deeline
nf seven per cent by Lhe NDP.

Gpinion polls during the election
campaign suggested the NDE were in
treuble, but the extent of the party's
full from favor with the public must
have surprised alinost everyone.

Nowhere, in any region did the
NDP vole hold,

And, inlerestingly, Liberals as well
as Conservatives benefitted from the
by NUDP supporters,
allhough the Tories dragged in two
vates for euch one the Grils acquired.

The question to be unswered is why

the shilt, i .
SIMELISTIU ANSWER

The short, simplistic answer is (0
say the NDE* lost the leadership battle,
Michae) Cnssidy Incking the appeal of
Premier Williom  Davis  with  the
Ontariv cleclorate.

But that would be superficial. NDP
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separatists - they comprise perhapa 20
per cent of the voters - make their
decision. They could very well end up

voting for the Liberals.
DIFFICULT CHOICE

The separatists find themselves in
nan odd situatlion, Their party is the
Parti Quebecois. The PQ, formed
through a shaky alliance of varlous
independence movements, was
breught (nto being fer the express
purpose of tnking the province out of
Confederation. But In order to get
elected, which, everyone agreed, was
the essential first step, the question of
independence was pushed aside.
Campaigning on the issue of "'good
government' in 1978, Levesque
promised voters there would be no
maves toward independence without o
referendum, '

The referendum held last year and
&0 per cent of Quebecers rejected Lhe
Parti Quebeceis request for a mandate
to negatinle sovereignty-association.
And with this resounding delest, the
independence movement lost all of its
momentum. Levesque and his
ministers know that if they went into
an clectlan campaign still preaching
the gospel of independence, they would
be whomped. ’

So they have promised not to ralse
the issue If they are re-elected. There
will be no further referenduma, there
will be no cfforts 1o [o0sen tles with
Canada and the PQ will become a good
federallst party, working only for the
best interests of Quebecers within
Conlederation. That's 2 commitment.

And with Levesque consisiently
more popular then Claude Ryan, he
might well win. What the people of
Queber must decide is which federalist

voters in general do not cast their
biallots for personalities. They vote Lthe
parly, not the leader,

1 is interesting 10 note too thal the
Liberals, whose Jeader Stuart Smith
probably received more  negative
publicily on a personal level than
Pavis and Cassidy combined, actually
impraved their position.

tine suspects that the heart of the
NUP [ailure lay wilh an image of the
parly that had little or nothing to do
with (ke leader - simply lhat it is
perevived to be anti-development and
anti-growth.

[t is true NDI* supporters claim
such o view of their parly is unfalr.
New Democrats doa't oppose develop-
ment, they say, they just want to
channel it properly.

NOLUCK

But on ecvery issue, [rom the
development of nuclear power, to aid
to industry or the encouragement of
growih, the NDP* consisiently take o
negalive stand.

Il is illuminating that the NDP
:ncumbent In Brantferd, where
Massey-Ferguson Is deeply (roubled,
was casily bealen.

The NP made ils grealesl gains
ins The 19605, andd held \hrough the 19708,
an what might be called the soclal
issues, such as medicare and rent
control,

I3ut the prime political issue loday
is not how to redistribuie the wealth, as
the NDP continue to claim, but the
creation of new wealth simply to keep
the current standard of living
Untarinns enjoy.

GOOD POINT

GUbyiously the Ceonservalives
managed to put thal paint neross to the
pubilic, and benefitied with 8 majority
as o result. Davis, who ran a whirlwind
campalgn, can probably claim the
lion's share of the credil.

But what is fascinnting is the small

One-time separatist radical
wary over P(Q’s re-election

party and premier they prefer.
DEATH BLOW

But what is the poor separatist
supposed to ro? Since Levesque Is one
of them at heart, |1 could be argued
that all separatist sympathirers should
rally around him. Bit i the PQ is
clected, it could also be argued, it is so
firmly commitied w federallem, and
the non-discussion of separailsm, that
the movement would have absolulely
no focal point,

However, if the Llberals were
elected and the PQ reduced to oppoai-
tion, then it would not have to live with
Its promises. Withou! the responsibili-
ties of office, the PQ could spend four
years regrouplng as a separatist party,
winning back those supperiers who
were annoyed at the PQ's soft-sel]
approach with sovercignly-assoclation
and who now are engaged by [ts verbal
gymnastics on federalism.

No one {s more coencerned than
Pierre Bourgnull, the one-time separa-
tist radical who now has become a sort
of elder statesman within the
mavement. '

“I am stil! tied to the PQ party,"” he
says, “but I just cannot vole for a
federaliast party.'" He says the
Levesque party has “betrayed' the

ratist movement and If it is
re-¢lected, it will be the death blew o
the independence movement. What he
is saying [s that independence
mevement can only be saved by the
defeat of the PQ.

This Is the way he put {t; “1t's not
absolutely true that a losing party
rejuvenates itsell. But it 1s absolutely
true that A winning party never
rejuvenates ltsell.”

He plans to spoil his ballot,

Campaign ‘steams’ ahead| Too many negative policies
may have collapsed

NDP bid

size of the Tery majority, and the
Liberal rebound lo a position in
popular esteem unmalched for 20

years.
Many people must have agreed

"with the Liberal theme thal the Oniario

economy 13 in trouble, and that the
Fravis Tories are unlikely to provide
the wvehicles nceded for rescue
puUrposes.

[ onc looks solely al Industrial
ridings the extent of NDP {piure
becomes even more clear, the Torles
gaining four and the Liberals cne at
NI expense.

For New Democrals any soul-
searching in coming days should nol
focus an leadership, but on policy.

Halton 'S
History

From our files

THIRTY YEARS AGO-A new branch of the
Women's Instilule was formed [n the district lying
Immediately north of Georgetown, The suggested
name for the branch was Silverwood, as the
terrilory extends from Silver Creek to Wildwood.

Esquesing Young Liberals Club was formed
last week, with an execulive headed by Donald
Miton as president, Ward Brownridge, 1st vice
president, and Ted Leslle, second vice president.

Four Norval hockey teams won Lhe champion-
hip in their own group at the GRC hockey playoffs
last week. Congratulations to coach Eddie McLean.

The Boy Scout Troop atiended Lhe Scout
Cyclorama which was held [n Toronto Thursday,
The event showed numerous scouts working on
badges, and demoensirating scoutlng actlvity at the
Collseum. '

Cliff Adams and his Tour for Talenl show
entertalned o large audience in the Old Town Hall
Friday, ralsing $30 for the GRC funds. 2

TWENTY YEARS AGO-{eorgetown tax rate for
1861 wlll be 67 mllls for residential ratepayers and 71
mills for industrial and commercial establishments,
The tax rise in doilars is $2 per $1,000 of assessment.

tllgh school students in Geergetown and
across the province will shorlly be taking scholastic
aptitude tests, The test is simllor to an IQ test and
will be required to enter universitles, teachers'
cojleges, and technical Institutes,

. Operation TOCSIN 1961 will be an exercise Lo
practisc the emergency measures necessary for
national survlval in the event of a nuclear attack.
The program begins in Brampton in May and will
have the Red Cross, St. Jehn's Ambulance,
Canadisn Legion and members of local church and
service groups participating.

As soon as weather conditions permit, work
will gontinue on the canstruction of an eighteen-hole
golf course at Hilliop Lodge in Erin. Nine holes are
expected to be finished by mid-summer.

W.G. Armstrong has been engaged by the
government as designer for the proposed new
federal building. The building will be located on the
west slde of Maple Avenue and wil) house a new
customs office,

TEN YEARS AGO-Taxi drivers in town will no
longer have to wear caps or hats, but will have o
post a card [n a prominent place in the cab, bearing
thelr photograph and clearly printed name and
license number, The drivers have complained about
wearing Lhe caps, saying they suffer from
headaches.

Council decided unanimously to increase the
price of town-owned industrial land from $i,000 to
$5,000 &n acre. '

Dwayne Hay of Georgelown was one of two
Sheridan College students named {o share the
Athlete of the Year award presented in the Pine
Roorn of the Qakville Arena last week.

Thirty-live Georgelown high schoo! students
joined others from Milten snd Acton for an 18-doy
Mediterranean tour which ended with a flight home
from Rome this weck.

The 36-unit townhouse condominium develop-
ment on Mountainview Road, between Sargent
Road and Campbell Gate, clcared another hurdle
Thursday night when council in committee approv-
ed minor changes and said they will negotinte on
selling a 30-foot lanewany Lo the builder, Golden Gate
Construction, The changes reduced the number of
units from: 38 to 36, giving owners a backyard.

ONE YEAR AGO-Town work crews will continue Lo
pick up household garbage in Acton and George-
town, sithough the ongoing strike by their Hallon
region counterparts leaves officiais unsure what to
do with the waste after collection. The sbriking
public works employees normally operate Lhe
Oakville landfill slte where Halton Hills garbage |s

dumped.

The Georgetown Kinsmen Ciub .innugurated
1ts K40 Club with & flourish of the new ¢lub's banner
by president Bern Middleton. The K40 Club is for
Kinsmen past the age of 40 who are no longer
cligible to be members of the Kinsmen Club,

A 31,000 chegue was donated te the North
Hajton Association for the Mentally Retarded by
Norm Ward of the Royal Canadian Legion's Branch
120 {or a heal secaling machine worth $5,000. The
remaining $4,000 witl be provided by the provincial
government In the form of a special capital grant.
The grants are made available to organizations
pru;rlded they can raise 20 per cent of the project's
cost.

Haltan regional council wiil be laying its
credibllity on the tine this afternoon when it voles on
a publle works commitiee recommendation that -
will, if prased, add between $2.50 and $2.75 to the
average 1979 tax blll, The tax increase is-lo be used
to cover an unexpectied deficit of almost $400,000 in
the 1979 sewer budgel.

Glen Willlams resident Grace House says the
flooding in the Glen could have been prevented by
blasting the river channel, but Credit Valley
Conservation Authority geners! manager Glenn
Schnarr says that only modifications to the paper
mill dam and dredging of the river channel wlll
make any difference. Mrs. House, whose family is
stll cleaning up aflter the flnoding two weeks ago,
sald Monday the authority could have prevented the
Mooding “'by blasting on Tuesday instead of on
Saturday morning.”

POET’S CORNER

This is the day

Romething creative of the new
Drings Interest lo me and vou
Today is the doy 1 lived to nee

1 am much wlser, that [ be

This is the desy we Hve {0 reap
Lel the bygones rest and sleep

11 today could only stay

But it wlll quickly slip away

1appy days will come agaln

Bo will sunshine and the raln

We cno beal life’'s great sirain

Must be strong (o try to galn
Opportunity could be here
To you Lhey are not so clear

Yhen you seek and you find

All past years you were blind

Do not bungle your e away
Time s precious make it stay
Bulld you cralles with much care

You can place them anywhere
There's n purpose you must find
For lhose dreams within your mind
Every doy musi be a thelll

i you Insisl so it wlll

The simple things In tile to me
Peace and love with equalily,

-By Albert livocks
HIEZ Aclon,




