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Stonemason spends evenings relaxing in hot tub

iy STEPHEN FROAT
Herald Speclal

Stonemasons may be n
vanishing breed of men,
according to Teny Zillo of
Terra Coita, who makes his
living at that perticular trade.

“It's not that there aren't
enough young fellows around
willing to put in the four to five
years wurk to become one,"
Tony says, “'bul the fact that
the stone will become harder
and harder-to come by in the
future ' i

When Tony was 14, he start-
ed working for his (ather
(Tony Sr.) at the old Credit
Valley Quarries in Terra
Colta. Since then, he's never
been oul of the quarry business
and has been doing stone work
since he was 29,

“Before quarry regulations
came into effect years ago,
there were probably five times
us many quarrics operating as
thereare today,” Tony claims.
Today, he knows of only three,
. Until last year, Tony quarri-
ed full-time and worked at
stonemasonry part-time to
provide extra money for the

vencered In sandstone and his
property ls terraced with walls
of the aame stone. Two
sumimers ago, Tony tore up the
slone deck arsund his pool and
put down a new one, which his
wife, Elaine, claims s belter
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than ones most people would
be satisfied with, But then,
Tony is o perfectionist,
Witness the construction of
any walk or patio lhat Tany
inslalls and you can see this,
Aller o bed of gravel is
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Tony Zillo not enly bullt Lhe hot tub ke's sitting In, but desig

prepared, steel reinforeing
mesh I3 sel down, then pulled
up inte the five inches of
cuncrele the stone is bedded
inta. That takes time, but the
end results are well worth (L.
It's not Just hard work which
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produces these lasting *'land-
scapes in slone™, bhut a large
amount of arlistic sense. A
stonemason has to have an eye
lor line and symmetry compa-
rable to ihat of 4 sculptor. I is
that  perspective  which
separates the excellent stone-
tnitson from the merely pood
nng.

Beside patlos, dry wall and
house veneers, Tany also
builds fireplaces in the winter
and Lhis sumimer built a hat tub
oul of stene and concrete at the
back of his house,

"“The hol Lub is something of
an experimenl,” Tony says,
“If this works oul os well as |
think it will, I'll build them for
anyone whe wants one. I think
I can bulld them to compete
pricewise with the wooden hat
lubs you see on the market
these days.™

Unlike A swimming pool, the
hot tub is drained in the winter
when it isn't in yse. However,
Tuny still hns his open and
plans to keep it that way until
the new year at least.

“T use il every night when 1

finish working,” Tony says.
“Youdon't even notice the cold
when you're itting in jt; after-
all, the temperature's usually
arcund 100 defirecs fahren-
heit, "

kiis wile Elaine enjoys it ns
well, although not to lhe same
extent, preferring touse it only
once or Iwice & week,

"1 enjoy the tuh especially
since [ don’t have to stop and
cover it up when Tony and |
are finished with it,” she says.
"1 parlicularly like it when it's
snbwing out and we use jt after
dinner. Last Tuesday it was
fairly mild out and snowing,
and everything was so beautl-
ful from: the comflort of the hol
luh."

STOCKPILED

Over the years, Tony has
stockpiled a large amount of
stone which he uses on his
varinus jobs,

Quarrving the stone in aften
a very hard nnd fntiguing job
and, incidentally, not without
its dangers,

Narmally, the top layer of
rough stone, which is commer-

cinlly useless, has 1o be -

dynamited to strip il. The
boltom lnyers are where you
find the good sione. Here,

however, you can't use
dynamile because it shatters
stune. Instead, a hole Is drilled
i the stone and bleck powder
i5 used that does not shatter

slune. Then, the stone |s
hroken into usable pieces

which vary in size and shape
according to grade and Intend-
od use,

The worst accident Tony has
had occurred when he was
drilling and the drilt broke, the
bil going right throwgh his foot.

"It was a little tough driving
home and then Lo the haspit-
al." he comments wryly,

“You're learning all the time

in both businesses,” Tony
claims. It doesn’t matter how
fong you work at something;
you can always find ways to do
it better, Il you do it betler,
then you'll do all right. Your
work speaks for itzelf. "

In these days of plastic and
chipboard, it's gratifying to
scet croftsmen like Tony stil)
around creating somelhing of
beauty that will last a lifetlme,

winter, when there was no  bullt out of stone and concrete with tlled inner walls, every evening. No wonder he's smiling, he

Flans to keep It operational at least unill New Year's Eve.

work in the guarry.
Tony's house is completely

(Pholo by Ktephen Frosi)
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| May your Christmas

I~ >~sparkle and shine, may

it be decorated with
every happiness!

CARPET CORNER
853-3620

BILL LAMBERINK - PROP.
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With qifts like these, we're sure to
pleasel Hoave o great Christmas!

Greetings from

Treasure Chest
147 Mili S¢. E. Acton

853-3405

e

| the olde Hide House |
| — the best of two worlds |

... The soft, supple world of Leather
.« . and the solid, stately world of oak
and pine!
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PARK CONCERT’S ORCHESTR A

percusslon instruments, performed two songs i the Park Publie
School cencert Thursday. The concert was o muslcal ene for the
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mosi part, and Included a play about the meaning of Christmas
which talked aboul the annual Christmas spending spree, the
profusien of Santas, and the bltth of the Christ child.

MP draws no support

Air Canada fight atlendants
may be aon sirike for the
Christmas holiday season, but
MP Otto Jelinek (PC-Halton)
had a supggestion for the
Eovernment in the Commons
lasl Wedneaday which he said
might prevenl strikes in the .
future in essential services,

His suggeslion I3 sector
bargaining, which means that

all employees of organizations,
such as Air Canada or the Post
Office, would bargain as one
union.

public service sector to
bargain with the povernment
on a joint basis,

Dance in Eleganc
New Year’s Evel

Tremendous savingson , .,

DACK'S SHOES
PORK MEN
CELEBRITY SHOES
FOR LADIES

His mouon was shouted
down. Among those opposing it
was Transport Minister Jean-
Lue Pepin, who yelled across
the floor to Mr. Jelinek:
"Flight allendanis are not
civil servants."

Mr. Jelinek asked the
Commoens (o pass his molion
calling on Danald Johnston,
president of the Treasury
Board, to introduce legislation
requiring the unions in o single
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SPECIALS ON durieg the
COFFEE & TEA

Holidays.
Mountain Blend s$9¢

1 Lb. Bag Regular Grind LB.

Flowerdale Tea
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BUY ONE AT REGULAR PRICE
AND RECEIVE THE SECOND
OF YOUR CHOICE AT % PRICE
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S N 49EASTERN AVE., ACTON

(519)853-1031

For all the world to share—blessed Christmas
gifts of love and luughter and peace unending.
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Tyler Travel Service
A cton

853-1553

The p Op Sh'oppe

I trademers Regielored PoP Shoppes of Censds Limiied & Tracdsmars PoP Ehoppes of Canads Limtsd

DESMOND’S
Chalet Service

Hwy.7East Acton 8532600
* Discount Gas & Ol Products
* Hardwood Firewood

¢ HOURS =
Mon, Tuce. Wed. Sat.
10 8.m. 8 p.m,
Sunday 12 Noon-6 p.m,
CLOSEDCHRISTMAS DAY
and NEW YEAR'S DAY

OPEN
- BOXING DAY
DECEMBER 26
10a.m.-6 p.m.
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