| Raftis confident in region future
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Although Juck Raftis” ¢haie-
manship of Hallon region has
came under fire cecently, pri-
marily from Burlington ¢oun-
cilors who object to his sup.
part for the region's sewer
surcharge system, council
recently aflicmed their Taith in
his ability todo the job and he
now fuces anolher two years
icading  an adinmstration
discrediled by bungled budjet-
ing, and embittered by paroch-
gl vating among its couneil-
lors.

Despite problems such o
the 3600000 deficit discovered
last summer aad divisive
debales on Hallon's  sewer
surcharge system which have
prompted en bloe'” spposition
from Burlingtun's regional
representalives, Mr, Raitis
saitl in a recent interview with
The Herald he is confidenl thy
region s being run in o
“malure and stable' fushion.

The particularly shaking
events il the region tlns past
vear, he said, act as & cement,
binding the region's lour area
municipalibes--Halton  Hills,
Milton, Oakville and Burling-
ton--closer together.

“You have o consider what
the region is faced with," he

Jack Haitls

said. “We've got problems
with landfill sites--where are
we  going 1o pul &l that
garbage?. vandalism, the need
of the health and social servie-
es comimiltee Lo provide betler
care of an imcreasing number
of senjors i the region and the
need for more day care; it's
only natural that in the eight
years since the region was
formed we're poing to have
some pauns. 1 don't think you
can ceompare any repinn with
anather because they all have
different characleristics, but
I'Il tell you one thing, they've
all gone through the same kind
of problems.”

THWOCHALLENGES

A  Burlington councillor -

before he first assumed
Halton's chairmanship twe
yearsago, Mr. Raftissaid he is
unruffled by Burlington’s
professional and--in some
cases, he admits--personal
epposition 1o his holding office

* for another term,

During unofficial cha irman-
ship elections held three wecks

-oapo, Mr. Haftis was challenped

by Oakville Coun., Terry
Mannell and Burlingion . epre-
sentative Walter Mulkewich

Because of his suppert for

» Halton's sewer rates scheme,
. by which the region's southern
. communities help pay for
- sewer works programs in the
. north, Mr.
* muster support in
« elections from a number of
. seuthern councillors - particy-
- larly
- contingent, wha backed Coun:
. Mulkewich for Lhe chairman-
* ‘ship inslead.

Haftis Failed 10
those

Hurlinglon's nine-man
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Formally re-elected to another two-year
term as Halton's regional chpivman Dee, 11,
Jack Raftis sat down with The Herald last
month for an indepth interview examining his
views on regional parochialism, managerial
and financial shortcomings, the role of north
Halton and the future of regional governmment
in Halton, Prablems encountered by couneil
the past term, he said, simply act as
cement’ to more closely bind the four mem-

her municipalities,

e g £ e g e e e e T g,

Duringt last week's Halton
Hills eouncil inauguration, Mr,
Ttaftis  praised  Maver Pete
Pomeroy and his  regional
leam for their sepport, without
which, he said, he probably
would not have been returned
to wifice.

“I have to represent Lhe
whole region,” Mr. Raflis sawd
varlier. ! dont’t have the
[uxury of beiny parochial, so
maturaliy T divide the region,™
- While he soid he lavory
letting area munivipalilies
collect  sewer revenues
however they wish, he insists
thal financing sewer programs
must be done on a regional
basts, which is now helping to
pay off a 355 millivn sewape
treatment plant expansion
compleled in Georgetown twa
VOATS .,

Reflecting on the  defieil
which forced the resignations
of chief adminisirative offlicer
Ernie Reid and treasurer Don
Farmer, Mr. Raftis said that
had auditors been able o
discover the shortfall carlier,
it mght have been correcled
befare the 1980 operaling
budget was  endorsed by
council.

"We didn't know that the
audilor’s final report had not
e submitted prior to the
budgel being sel,”” Me. Raflis
explained.

All bt 837,000 of the originat
defictl has been recovered Lhis
vear through drawing from
savings made in other depart-
ments, program cuthacks and
emplyving $430.000 in reserve
funds.

Bul the deficit tssue underli-
ned communicalion problems
between Halton's administra-
tors, council and the auditors,
raising guestions about how
cificiently the repion was
being run under the current
managerial structure.

In September, regional
council opled for o cemprehen-
sive study of haw Halton way
being  administrated and
Hickling-Johnsten Manape-
ment Consultants of Toronlo
wias hired to conduct a $75,000
review, which includes helping
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the region replace ils CAQ and
[reasurer,

“The management study
twith prelominary findings
expectd by mid- 1981 will
deal with unresolved issues
concerning  management a1
the region, including e
efleetiveness of the treasury
department,”” Me. Rafls said,

Chairing  the committee
comprising the mavyors of
Halton's four area municipali-
ties, Mr. Roftis added that the
study will alse touch on the
effects of parochial voeting o
regional council.

REGIONAL PLAN

But Mr. Rafus is pleased
wilh the gchievements Halton
has enjoved under his leader-
ship, especinlly the signing of
the regen’s afficial plan in
August. Although approved by
all levels of government, Lhe
affrcial plan stll faces a court
challenge expected this spring
from  Halton's agprepate
industry, which is angered thal
the plin was signed before i
i a1 chance to appeal it

“It's almost impossible {o
have W per ceat approval af a
document which  permeates
four ares municipilities with-
out having some disputes
which will bave to he resolv-
ed,” Mr, Raflis said.

Hallon's  three-year old
husiness development depart-

- ment has also impressed Mr

Haftis with its atlempty to
briog industry into the region.
Envolved in a highly competi-
tive market with Ontario's
warious regions, -the depart-
ment has been suceessful in
determining  the tyvpe of

mdustries best suited to the
different characteristics of the
rejumn’s mupcipalities.

Warcehousing needs arppe
Iether suited {for the north,
where the ilustrics are less
Ikely to draw heavily on the
sewer system, Mr. Roftis said.
“Heavier andustries can be
located in the south where the
hard-seevicing tsewer and
waler) is available

“The  departmienl has o
function for the region, by
selhing Halton Hills, Burling.
ton, Oakville and AMilten us
four distinct mtmicipalities.-
with different lifestivles--as
pod places Lo live,” he added.

OMNLY FLIRCTE

As the region continues to
prow, gradually laking aver
sepvices such a% sewer and
witermain maintenance once
handleed by the tewns, mre
Iaftis is confident that there is
no anlention on the pact of the
province fo have regional
gevernment suppiant leeal
councils as the only munkeipad
foree with which it has to deal,

“I'd never stand for o
further  breakdown of local
minicipal pawer,” Mr. Haflis
said. “We alrendy have the
Iwue-tier system of government
aned T'll always support four
distinel areas wilh diffecent
characleristies.

While the regionis maoving ta
eliminale areas where it
matches services pravided by
ocal  administrations, there
are also suggestions, primari-
Iy the idea of sharing methods
useel to colleet sewer and
water rates, which caunld
eventually see the region
returning some powers to the
area municipalitics,

sNeverthetess, Mr. Haflis
points  out, because the
province has slowly opled oul
of many local funding respon-
sibilities tand cul back ap
others! which apce enabled the
incal goavernments to reladn
aulonomy under the old county
svafem, towns now have lo
draw on the region's wider tax
base o pay for municipal
works projects,

Hardiy an unopinionated
chairman,  Mr. Hafltis'
unconvenbional, albeit color-
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ful, chanrmanship in the last
twn years 1as drawn chuckles
from gallery, left delegalions
hefore council rosy-cheeked
and srked not a few members
al council. Atthough reluctant
e ¢ompare himself with
Halton's two former chairmen,
Allan Massun and Hallon Hills'
Hic Morrow, 3r. Roftis said he
has o particuliacly high regard
for the Jatter.
NOTELECTED

*You've gol lo remember
That Masson was appointed by
the provineial government and
nol by council,"” Mr. Raflis
exploined. il was almaost
impossible for him to perform.

"I think Ri¢ would agree.
Our euillooks are the same and
I think that, more than anynne
else in politics at the time, [
shared with him the same
slyle. He did an exceptional
joh."*

But even as chairman Raflis
i5 aboul to Jaunch his sccond
term in office, doubts linger
about the polilical weather
nhead. With seven new
councillors seating themselves
in regional chambers for the

- Nirst time today, speculation

confinues nbout whether or not
newly-elected Oakville
councillors Anne Mulvale,
(rord Heade, Fred OMiver and
Keith Bird, as well as Milton's
Moyor Gord Krantz and Coun.
Brad Clements, willt help
maintain  Halton's sewer
surcharge revenue cellection
system, the issue which
spawned so much  division

ANTENNAS
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SPECIAL CONTINUES!
BIRDS & BIRD CAGES

LARGE PARAKEET CAGE

BEAUTIFUL

BUDGIES

5180

With the purchaze

of a cage!

BIRD CAGE {Smail Size)

REGULAR
*36.95

$2995

SAVE '7.00!

BIRD CAGE (Medium Slx_ei

REGULAR
'29.99

$2 599

SAVE *4.00/

REGULAR

*15.99
SAVE *3.59!

' HEXAGON TANK

$4 200

REGULAR
$39.99

BIRD CAGE medium Size)

534991

SAVE *5.001

FISH TANKS

Includes: lank, not, 2 planis, pump,
Telrp Min Flsh Food,
charcool, glass wool, & sland.

filtor, gravel,

REGULAR
*174.00

$1 5500 138.10

SAVE *18.00!
5% GALLON KiT

10 GALLON STARTERKIT

chircoat and graval

REGULAR

Includes: tank, pumg. under-gravel hller,
canopy ond bulbs, gravel and net.

$3Q99

REGULAR

*46.99
SAVE '7.001

Includos: stand, 1ank, canopy and bulbs, pump,
binzonic undor-gravel fiter, gravet, 2 plashe

planta, nrtd thormometar.
REGULAR *194.00

Includes: 1ank, net, plasic plant, tharmomeotor,
Tetra Min tish oad, pump, Hdior, gloss wool,

53200

SAVE '6.101

32 GALLONKIT

fish food.
REGULAR

¥31.62

Incledes: fank, pump, cancpy and bulbs,
hiter, floss and charcoal, gravel, Tatra Min

$2700

SAVE '4.621

30 GALLON KIT

on $9 8400

- SAVE *10.001

among the vld council.

Of pressing importance to
Halton Hills ratepayers who
could face a whopping mill
rale hike if the sewer sur-
charge system is dropped is
Juck Raftis’ abllily to garner
enthusiasm ameng the new
councillors for repionalized
sewer rates, even amidst
Burlington's powerful oppoal-
tion to his leadership.
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At Milliere TV..... _
Now’s the time to buy....because

Prices may never be this low again!

=,

* Regmistored Trodo Mark of ACA Ing

Everywhere you look, costs are going up ~ so there'll never be a botter

time to buy than right now. And right now we’ve got a great selection of

famous for quality RCA Color TV's, vatue priced for quick sale. But
- hurry! — because they are golng to move fast!

1981 XL-100’s

20” COLOR TELEVISION

M.S.L.P.'599.95

26" COLOR TELEVISION

M.5.L.P, '989.85

14" COLOR TELEVISION

M.S.L.P, 1469.85

M.5.L.P.*575.95

| 1981 REMOTE CONTRO

Milllere Clean-Up
Price. ..

e o & b

18” COLOR TELEVISION Millisre Clean-Up

Price.....

L ]

WITH CABLE CONVERTER.
NOTHING EXTRA TO BUY!

M.S.L.P.'839.85

M.S.L.P.Y788.95

26” COLOR TELEVISION

M.S.L.P.Y079.85

14” COLOR TELEVISION sior cioanuo
20” COLOR TELEVISION

i F

%529

Milllera Clean-Up

®

Milliere Clean-Up
Price...

& & & F o= N

BLACK & WHITE

17” RCA TELEVISION

M.S.L.P.*180.85

20 RCA TELEVISION

M.S.L.P."228.85

Milliera Clean-Up $
T L T e

Milllere Clean-Up $ uu
L T

ALL RCA COLOR SETS ADVERTISED HAVE COMPLETE

3 YEAR WARRANTY IN-HOME SERVICE]

SALES and:
sWe SERVICE

M & -
LA

GUARANTEED SERVICE WITH ALL SALES
Before
you buy

877-3405 |
B check our

We Service What We Sell
.14 Wesleyan Strast
low, low prices!
WHY PAY MORE?

Jusiofl Main 5t.
We wiil not knowingly be
undersold,

NOW IN OUR 28th YEAR




