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Opping just takes a little Toy Magic

l

"Tis the scasen to be jolly,
but many parents are feeling
more like Scroope as they
eonlemplate the problem of
buying Christmas toys for
their children.

i's a delicate situation, with
children pleading for the
latest, highlyfragile gadgel
being advertised on television,
while parents would like some-
thing which will not onlty Inst
longer than one day, bul which
will retain the child's interest
for longer than the excilement
of Christmas.

Marion Manning, owner of
the Toy Magic store in the
Georgetown Market Plaza, has
quite a bl of experience with

toys, through owning the store
sind through her own childeen.
She spoke with The Herald
about the pilfalls of shopping
fur Christmas toys.

Two loy-buying habits which
should be avoided when choos-
imr tovs are the collection
instinct and the I always
wanted it when I was a kid"
syiddrome, Mrs. Manning said.

“The culleetion instinct
usually happens with a parti-
cular line of toys where
parents just go out and add to
the colleclion,” she said. “*One

of & series is enough, because .

yau're nol changing the
concepl or idea, you're just
changing the scepery.”

As Tor buying loys you were
“deprived” of as a child, she

said, 50 per cent of the time,

the child will eniay i, but the
aolher S percent, “*You have to
think twice as hard about g
purchase if you find Lhat
thought runeing through your
head.™
When it cornes to selecting a
toy, parenls should consider
what the child already has,
amd what is available at hjs
friecnds’ houses, and try to
chaose something that  will
widen the child's horizons,
Mrs. Manning said.
RE FUN
“A loy should be fun, it
should be -:ntr:rhin'mp it

should require input from the
child and it should tench him
something,” she said,

Toy manufacture: are
hecoming more practical in
toy designs now, Mra. Manning
said. Many soft baby toys have
a raltle inside and are usually
washahble. Many toys also have
more than one purpose.

There are a nember of quali-
ties to Jook for when choosing a
child's tay, Mrs. Manning safd.
The toy or game should be
slightly above the level which
the child is at, to challenge
rilher than frustrate the child.

"On the olher hand, don’t
push them oo fast,"" she said,
"Tha:_-,e prow up fast enough

wilhout being pushed.™

Children's  toys should
require some aclive participa-
tion frem the child; otherwise
the tay will quickly become
boring, Mrs. Manning said.
Toys should also have an
allernate use.

ONE TRICK

On the list of things to avoid
are toys that do enly one thing,
antl battery-operated toys.

""Not only are batlery-
operated leys  expensive,
espircially when it comes Lo

replacing the batleries, they

are usually toys for observing,
not for doing."

Mrs. Manning suggested
that when bu}ring di}liﬂ it is

best to go for a basic doll,
rither than one which has a
pimmick, such as appearing to
drink from a batltle, or
dancing.

“Those dolls are usually
mide of hard plastie, and the
child wouldn't want to sleep
wilh it," she said. *'Children
tend to black and white, and
they den't alternate the use of
their toys much. I they sce a
doil advertised on television as
being a dancing doll, they
won't play with it in any other
way."

“A basic doll s usually less

Contlnued on page 2

When it comes to selecting Christmas gilts for children, Toy Magkc owner Matlon Mannlng
advises choosing n loy slightly above Lthe child’s present level, and gne with more than one use, 50
that the child wiil be challen;_,ml by Lhe toy and not frostrated.

*+ MILLIERE T.V.

i{Herald photo!
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70N the modeis advertlsed below

1981 RCA XL-100
20" COLOR

M.S.LP 595,95

RCA 26”
COLOR CONSOLE

Signaleck electronle tuning

719°
1981 RCA 18" COLOR

M.5.L.P. '379.95

onty *489%

1981 RCA 26" COLOR REMOTE

Condmss channelock, scan remots contral
MS5LP "107898

oy *8999°
;Mlﬁllum

SALES and
s SERVICE

Good news travels fast! Why spendyour gift-buying dollars on
gasoline? Why spend your valuable time running around? Local stores
are loaded with great gifts. You'll find ali the famous brands
you know and trust plus friendly, helpful sales people to serve you. The
good news about the joys of shopping locally is spreading fast!
Get the word and spread the word!

No need to roam...the best shopping’s here at home!

M.S.LP. NOW
'969.95 ONLY

BOTERACTLY ARMLUSTAATID

1981 RCA 20" COLOR REMOTE

Channelock, scan remofe & cable convenler

NOW SO,

ONLY $66995

'81 RCA 147 COLOR PORTABLE

MS5.LP 47995

one *439%°

B GUARANTEED SERVICE WITH ALL SALES

877-3405

We Sorvico What We Gall B

14 Waosleyan Streol
Junt off Maln 5¢.

We will not knowingly be
undersold,

NOW IN OUR 28th YEAR

Belore
you buy

@ check our |

low, low prices!
WHY PAY MORE? J§




