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hairmanships
represent strengt

There’s room for cautlous but open
optimism this week at Halton regional
headquarters in Oakville, where Halton
Hilla reggaentauve:u appear to have
retained two key committee chairmanships
and Mayor Pete Pomeroy ma{ take control
of the allimportant adminlstration and
{inance committee.

In themselves, these appointments
by vote of the imumlnggre%lunal council
represent no new trends of support for
Halton Hills: Roy Booth and Russ Miller
eastly won the respect of colleagues as
heads of the planning and solid waste
management committees, respectively,
during 1980; a driving force behind his own
town council, Mayor Pomeroy's reputation
as a no-nonsense hard worker spread to the
Eﬁim and gaiped him similar esteem

ere, _
Collectively, however, the three
dmirmnnah;gs could throw a great deal of
weight behind Halton Hills at the b
of a term that's bound tobe 8 tr{u one for
all fourr municipalities mfaged long-
range provincial experiment at middle-
ﬁmmd government. INext to Milton, Halton

lis' position in the jonal scheme in

 most often jeopardized by the weightier

demands and loftier aspirations of south
Halton, If ever we !n the north needed the
kind of critical control which Pomeroy,
Booth and Miller can provide, it will be
during 1881 and '82,

The regional ¥lann committee
had completed most of its work on Halton's
first official plan by the time veteran
Georgetown politician HEL Booth became
its chairmean at the beginning of 1079, but it

fell to him and his co-workers to ﬂnaflze its

contents and wade through the
discouraging red tape blocking its adop-
Hon. The provincial government's reluc-
tance to finally endorse the plan upon its
completion wili go down In history as one of
the region’s more embarrassing moments.
ut now, e:cfgt for o fairly serious
court challenge, the plan awaits Im-
plementation, and such a job belles some
councillors’ claims that the plannin
committee’s usefulness had come to an en
with the plan’s adoption by council. On the
contrary, the lion's share of the work is just
beginning as Coun. Booth, whose mem-
bership on the Niagara Escarpment

on region council

Commission has made him something of an
expert In such matters, attempts to turn a
plece of a;l:;ler into a recognizable and
enforceable land use policy. '

We already expressed our pleasure
at seeing Russ Miller take over the solid
waste management committee last year
when its very relevance in the face of
imminent crisis was being questioned. He
hes already done much good with the
mmmittee, particularly in spurring councit
an to quick action where needed, and it's
l.ﬁunllv{ needed most in north Halton.

¢ is Pete Pomeroy’s anticipated rise
to the chairmanship of the administration
committee, perhaps Halton's second most
important political post next to that of
regional chairman Jack Raftis, that in-
teresis us most. Under outgoing chairman
McLean Andersen, a former mayor of Oak-
ville, the committee seemed besleged by
endless fiscal fallurea and shocking sur-
ises. While no one can fault Coun. An-
son for the committee’s becoming a
watershed for regional disasters, we have &
gut-level feeling that Pomeroy's leadership
could turn things around in much the same
v.mi'litia slarting to turn things around here
in Halton Hills.

It seems unlikely that the com-
mittee’s key members, Mayor Roly Bird of
Burlington, Harry Barreit of Oakville and
Gord Krantz of Milton (replacing Don
Gordon), will waive their chance to retain
seats on such an impartant committee,

Mayor Pomeroy would thus be in a
position to exercise strong control over the
debates that precede each councl! sesslon
and perhaps work that same cold-logic,
dire-warning “magic’” that’s made him a
force to be reckoned with at town counell
these past four years.

e expected re-election of Jack
Raftis as regional chairman only adds to
our optimism, particularly in lght of his
unofficial defeat thizs week of fellow
Burlington alderman Walter Mulkewich
who voles parochially every chance he
ts. In Mr. Raflis, on the other hand, north
iton has an Important ally when the
crunch comes on such cruclal Issues as
equalized sewer and water rates,
| That particular crunch will come
soon; Halton Hilla has never been in a
better position to head it off,

Letter from

the Editor

The American hostages are about to became |

naturalized Iranian citizens, the Ayatollah
HKamikaze keeps Kicking eand in the ifraqi bully's
face, the Soviets, with one foot atop Afghaniatan,
are ready to drop the other on top of Foland,
Neagan’s ready 1o dump every social service
inaugurated since Roasevelt’s time in favor of o
Hollywood-size defence budget, Lougheed's ready to
pull the plug on our ol supply...

...and the world waits with bated breath to
lind out who shat J.R.

These are trying times for journalists those
disiiusioned eynics who have relegated themselves
to the roles of “observors" in n fit of seli-defence
prompted by disdain with the accepted authoritles
of our time. We (and I include mysclf in the fold with
some reluctance) are supposed to - expected to -
gauge public opinion and fecd the public demand for
information and explanatio:. We must somehow
account for public Laste.

Glven the results of the recent American
election fand the stote of American politics in
general), glven the timeless meanderings of our
own (ederal and provincial governments, and given
the latest ratings afforded televislon's new season,
the task of assessing publlc mood Is nlgh impossible.

Atrisk of being ostracized by a generalion of
TV viewers coaxed into following the new-style
“serial'’ dramaa on TV, T must admit that I signed
up for the “"Who cares?" contingent of cynics when

¢ big end-of-season question came up: *Who shot
JR

If truth be known, | personally would have

shot J.R. myself glven the chance, and I dare the

Halton regional police {o try and make & Conspiracy
to Commit Murder rap stick in court. Any fair and
regsonable judge would have shot J.R. loo, but like
me, would have laken great care to make sure the
bullet found its mark and kept Larry Hagman oft
ihe tube this season., .

But let's keep thls In perspeclive: the
publicity people behind “Dallas™ were only doing
their job, and boy dld they do it well, The blame in
this gordid nffair lands squarely on the shoulders of
my "fellow'” media pecple, albeit the gordid
mixiure of entertsinment-industry hype artlsts who
just love this kind of “[ront page" gossip

Paul Dorsey

mongerine

It's the “front pape'” lactor that bathers me:
virtually every major network newscast and every
daily newspaper on the continent let TV fons know
Friday that “tonight's the night, folks, when we find
put after an extended holiday season just who
gunneddown J. B, Ewing''. The capper, for me, was
a Toronto Star cditorig] (!} acknowledging the
imminence of this aslounding revelation.

Suchi is the value of media hype to today's pop
Journalists - they'll write nbout anything that's
currenily faddish, ond keep an writing about it until
the lighls go oul. -

Well, the television tube went dim Friday
night and that was that; if you didn't watlch
“Dallas™ and still wanted toe find out *“who shot

J.H.?", you were plumb oul of luck. The slory was B

dead and even the }ess-than-dignified Star falled to
carry a follow-up Saturday.

Az [or me, I'm just DYING lo find oul who §

kidrapped Jody's baby on “'Soap”,

Mandy Bonotew (fur left) picked the lucky winner of the Credit Valley Artlsans rafile held
during thelr annual Chrlstmas crafis sale Satlurday afternoon.
lo right) her mother Pat, Margoret Scwle and Eva Middle
fider, {lcket number 497); A. Gray. (1422); Boh Davey, (046); Mark Eagel, (415} and Carol

Hidge (231).
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No ‘western separatism’,

By Stewart
Macl.eod

Ottawan Hureau

of The Herald
With all the ronting rhetoric we've
been hearing nbout western alicnation
and weslern separailsm, ! fell better
after | ran inlo Lorne McCulsh. But

- then, | puppose most people feel better

afler running inle McCuish, He's that
type of guy. McCuish is the Conserva-
tive ember of Parliament for Prince
George-Dulkley Valley, a 10,000
square-mile constituency in the middle
of British Columbla. He come to
Parliament in the 1979 clection, an
unpretentious insurance adjusler who
had a wide background In municipal
politics before entertaining any
thoughls of running for Parfinment.
This wartime fyer has the happy
knack of making people feel belter
because he sceins lo See the silver
lining in every cloud, le loughs casily,
he never averstates a case and - this is
a rarity aleng oppesition MPs - he
never exposes any bilterness,

Whal I am saying is that McCuish
is u very pleasant fellow. And for the
last few weeks, ever since oo
Minister Trudeau brought down his
constitutional resolution and Finance
Minister Allan MacEachen introduced
his hudget, MeCuish has been sitling in

Queen’s

By Derek
Nelson

Queen's Park Burean
of The Herald

Envirenment Minister Warry
Parrolt will shortly release the $425,000
MaclLaren Report, a detailed analysis
ol passible sites for disposal of liguid
indostrial wastes in Onlario,

Parrott hopes peaple will use the
reporl 1o make rational decisions an

Jalning Mandy in the draw are (left
lon. Yinners in the draw were Frad -

Parliament listening to all those [ear-
ful  slotements aboul weslern
separatism.

Like any onther listener, he could be
excused for thinking that the country
wius coming apart ot the scams.
sSpeaker aflter speaker has been
hammering away at ke theme of
western alienation, suggesting that
unless drastic action is taken, it's poing
in be ton late. Even Tory leader Joo
Clark said that Westerners arc
Aacking lo the separatist movement
"by the thousands. ™

NEEDED UPDATE

In the midst of all this, Lorne
McCuishdecided it was time to go back
tn Ihe riding and spend eight days
getling an update on the thinking.

“Afler everything 1 had been
hearing,” he said, “1was almost afraid
to get off the plune. Considering all this
talk about alienation and how Wester-
ners are supposed to hate Easterners, |
ditdn"t know what kind of velces [ would
be hearing.

Int his huge ridingr, with one cily of
80000, seven smaller  communitics
dveraging 2,500, and a preat deal of
rural area, he figured he would pick up
a pretty fair corss-section of this
alleged hostility during eight days of
publie speaking.

His comforting conclusion: **It just
isn't there,"

“By and large,” he went on, “'lhe
peaple expressed surprise at all this
talk of separatism they were reading in
the newspapers and hearing on {clevi-
sion. They were asking me, as someaone
who just came from the east, to explain
all this separatist talk."”

NOCHANGE

“Actually, I dan't gee any change
whatever in attitudes in my conslitu-
eney, There are s complaints about

where one would find, on balance, the
besl permanent site for liquid wasle
dispusal,

He's dreaming, of course.. NDP
Environment critic Calin Isaacs, for
example, before scelng the report, has
already eriticized it. And from there

reaction will go downhill, especially in

named sites.

Few issurs today excite emotional
opprsition to the degree that waste
dispesal does, and liguid Industrial
waste in parlicular, What has to be
asked s why?

Parlly it appears to be media lype
v g e of Wiasuwel Ui,

artly it is understanduble selfish-
ness Penple just don’l want what thew
see as a polenlial health hazard tand a
cause for property devaluation) near
their taick yards,
PURLICTRUST

Hul beyond thot Parrott appears la
{ace aneven greater difficulty...a lack
ol "public  trust'" or ‘*‘public
acceplance’ af the whole process.

Take for instance the furor caused
by ministry support for the buitding of
iwn plants thal would, on an interim
basis, lransforem  liquid waste into
non-texic solids,

One would be near Chathom and
the olher Niagara Falls, and Parrott
promised Environmental Assessment
Board hearings to Judge the enviran-
mental acceptobility of the planls.

Some contend the solidification
plants  should be built where the
chiemicals criginale, which i3 fafp
eneugh, although the solid residue st
wanld have to go somewhere clse for
burial.

Bul the rest of the opposltion can
e divided into two purts, the paranoid
aned 1w rational, :

Tory MP finds on B.C. trip

[reight rates and other traditional
irritants, but no ane Is giving much
thought to the constitution. There is
still  n certafn indifference taward
{Itario, a lack of understanding about
Quehec and a real empathy for the
Maritimes, but this doesn't represent
any change. *There is still a fecling
thitl Prime Minister Trudeau is an
autocral making all the decisions,
They don't pay much attention to Allan
MacEachen and the only reason they
remember former Tory Finance
Minister John Crosbie is because of the
way he pronounced “budget.”

“There is still a clear impression
that Trudeau is the govermment.”

And everyone knows that Trudeau
tloesn’t head the popularily charls (n
the west.

"Bul the point is, in my area
nothing has changed,” says MeCuish.
“"Evecryone secems happy with the
status now, no one can point to one
instance where the present constitution
has prevented them from doing any-
thing, and 1 didn't hear one suggestion
that the West should separate from the
rest of Coanada' '

“Hut the whole question of
nalionalism is not a big issue there,"
he adds. "lIt's a busy arca and peaple
who are busy doing things don’t have
lime to think obout things ltke that"
He said that when the Cannda West
Foundation moved inte Prince George
for a heavily-advertised meeting an the
region’s future, only 20 people showed
up. “'And six of these were the
nrganizers,”

“*Sure, if you go into the big citics
you'll find all sorts of academics who
like to discuss separatism, but if there
tre any such sentiments in my riding
they are well hidden.*

Criticized before its release,

The paranoids argue that because
the ministry is co-sponsoring  the
projeets, and because the assessment
board reporis to the ministry, any
conclusions can't be objeclive and
based on the facts.

The rationals, on the olher hand,
accept Lhe assessment process and
that ministry mellves are genuine, but
believe companies cheat and that the
minisiry's record shows it to be
"tolally incompetent’ to monitor the
sile,

That quote from Liberal Leader
Stuart Smith is teo sweeping, but it is
Irue Smith has enught the ministry
making more than its share of mlstak-
¢s over the years. -

WAY BILLS _

- For example, Ontario’s way-bill
sysiem fur keeping track of where
liquid industriaol waste comes from,
and goes lo, proved so Inadequate it
had 10 be scrapped.

s suceessor, & new fail-unfe
compiterized system, is sl only
twn-thirds functionai.

That's partly a funclion of time, A
decade ago liquid industrinl wasle
didn't concern many pecople and any
bureaucracy adapis but slowly to the
need for change.

But Smith doesn’l believe that the
competence level in ministry ranks has
really improved that mueh, (In
respense, Parrotl has offered (o let
tocal resldents pick the techniclans
responsible for monitoring the solidlfi-
cation siles) ~

s any case, it means the
MacLaren $teport, instead of aignall-
g the end of the liquld industrial
waste disposal crisis, more thon likely
will signal the beglnning of new and
rven wiider battles.

Halton’s
History

From our files

THIRTY YEARS AGO-Ted Tyler is mayor of Acton
for 1951, Mr. Tyler, who runs n transport buslness
there a3 well as having one of the high school bus
routes, was choacn by ecclamation at a nemination
meeting last Friday. He is a brother of Charles
Tyler of Georgetown, Mr. Tyler succeeds Mr. Amos
Masen, first mayor of the town since its elevation to
town status last year,

North Halton High School District Board
voled 8-3 al its meeling Monday in Miiton to bulld «
new central school on Highway 7 midway between
Georgetown and Acton.

Fire Brigades {rom Georgrelown and BEramp-

{on answered o call yesterday afternoon to Union
School, The school uses a space oil heater and when
an oll flare-up threatened to cause a fire, calls were
sent for the brigadea, Luckily no dampge was
caused and the danger was over bofore any netion
was necessary by the bripades.
TWENTY YEARS AGO-Eric Beard and Ern Hyde
will be seeking the mayeralty Monday as 16
candidates vye lor oflice, with every position being
contested in the municipal election.

Mrs. Frank Connely, 39 Normandy Blvd., was
one of 12 Canadians who received transistor radios
this week, first prizes in a recent crossword puzzle
conlest sponsored by Aqua Soft Services Limited.

Elmer Lee's Raiders won thelr second game in
three starts last Wednesday night, but it cost them
Ltheir number one sniper. Blake Inglis, who topped
the team in goal-scoring last year, left the game on a
stretcher late in the second period following a
collision with a Durndas player at centre ice which,
x-roys showed, cracked his left arm {ust above the
wrisl. He'll be lost to the elub for six weeks,

Mr. and Mrs. W.R. McMurray, 4 Queen
Strect, were visited at their home Sunday by an
amazing guest. Mr. Thomas Cody-Williams of
Woodstock, who visited with his wife, is a pilot of
two world wars and just recently received his
license for parachule testing, The amazing part?
Mr. Cody-Willinms (= 76 years old.

Last Wednesday was an important night in

the history of Esquesing Township ratepayers when
they officially opened the township's first consolida-
ted school at Speyside.
TEN YEARS AGO-Quick action by a young Chape]
Street School student saved a younger school mate
from pessible fatal injuries recenily. Doug Wilson,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Everelt Wilson, Victoria Street,
was one of several Chapel Street pupils who shouted
at a Grade one girl when they noticed her standing
on the CNR tracks opposite the school while
returning at the end of the noon hour, With a train
approaching and the child apparently frozen with
fear, Doug ran up the bank and pulled the girl o
safety.,

A scarch located no bomb after a Friday
morning scare at General Fireproofing plant on
Guelph St. Work was disrupted for a few hours
during the morning while the search waes conducted,
Workers were able to return to their Jobs before the
noon hour.

Halten Region Conservation Authority voted
Thursday ta pay for its annual pheasant dinner and
drinks out of the $12 per meeting which ench
authaority member receives, HRCA treasurer Max
Hatherley expects next month's dinner will cost
about $350. The authority says it s holding ‘the
dinner to impreve rappoer! wilh clected municipal
officials. Every HRCA member gets 1o invile ane
official.

From The Herald's classified columns: “A
gorgeous four-bedroom split level home with family
reom lastefully finished with baseboard siding,
avocado aoak-grain panelling and all-weather
carpeting on lhe floors. It's a landscaper’s delight,
plus paved drive and garage. It can be yours for
only $3§,500." :

County council last weck approved hiring an
extra full-lime case werker to help relieve the
over-worked family and social services department.
Chairman of the social and (amily services
commitlce, Heeve Ron Harris of Milton 10ld council
his commiltee had gone into an emergency sitting
just before council to make the recommendation,

The board of direciors of the Halton
Children'’s Ald Society have flatly turned down a
five per centl cost of living increase for its social
workers.

ONE YEAR AGO-Halton Hills' spokesmen gol
virtually “everything we asked for" in the Niagara
Escarpment Commission's (NEC's) proposed plan,
according to Coun. Roy Booth, Halton's
representative an the coemmissien. Coun, Boath
explained that a special committee chaired by
Marilyn Serjeantson prepared, drew up and presen-
ted the lown's submission to the commisslon and
this submission was included almost intact in
Thursday's final drait.

' Dr. Joseph Chamberlain, the retiring Halton
Medical Officer of Health, was showered with gifts
und praise at a special reception held in his honor in
the regional councll chambers lost week. Coun,
Mike Armstrong, who has known Dr. Chamberlain
literally from birth (the doctor brought Mike and
brother Paul inlo the world) spoke with great
affection about the conlributions the docler has
made to the region and more particularly about his
lang association with Hallon Hitls.

Poet’s corner

EDITOR'S NOTE: Albert Mrooks, one of Aclon's
more crealive senior cltizens, has submitted some
of his poems for publlcation {n The Herald. In this
and coming weeks, it's our pleasure to share them
wlth you, '

I VAN WINKLE
We went tosleep for 20 years, the country in a mess,
So many peopile want so much they can’t wait - it's
greediness.
Different things that people buy, aftractive things
that get their eye
Most folks can’t manage, the prices are too high,
'Fl!wy have to do with less and less, there is a reason
why.
The millionnaire is richer growing overnight
The poor man has lost his shiet, hasn't got a right.
Now melric is trying to confuse us in distress
We can't afford this tangle, 1 have no other guess.
Our governments are tricky, no friend for you or
me, .
All they have in their mind is that big salary.
Thﬁ drums of war are warning, there'll be another
Calt,
Will our leaders ever learn Lo spare the hoys before
they fall?
We 1ry to llve a nermal life, live it fair and clean,
Unless we meet some ladie-braln who trics to bleed
us lean.
You Iry to buy a littte home: everybody's dream,
When you see the price and morigage, it would
make you scream, .
Things must change for young folks if }ife must
prevail,
We must help the young folks, this is no story tale.

- 1E men won't stick together, try it on your own,

That's the way I lived my e, atways worked alone,




