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Hide House leathers per- ‘suede’ buyers|

By CHIRDS AAGAARD
Flerald Staif Writer

it's impossible (o o inlo

Acton's recently opened Olde
Hide House on Eastern Avenue
whnle killing time for another
appointment. The sheer size
and vanely of this unigue
teather aml wooden furniture
slore located tn a lurn-of-the-
century hide warchouse make
I tnore of an adventure than a
plaee for a quick stop.

Onee inside. you are over-
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whelmed by the rich smell of
leather and pine furniture. And
the array of everyihing from
coats and sheepskins ts hats,
ploves and wallets and boots-
all made of quality hides, some
tanned locally--pre spread
over the store’'s L0000 square
feet of Moor space.

The {furniture, handmade
and tenaled at the store’s cabin-
vl shop to the right of the
Iealher poods, is  carefuolly
vopied Irom Canada’s history.
Combined with seme of the

Grand opening Wednesday
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Diawn Aldrich and Janis Fread bold up two styles of the
leather couts avaikable at the Olie Hide House, which uncfficially
epened Moy, [on Acton's Eastern Avenue, Coverlng K00 square
feet of [foor space in an aglng leather wurchouse, the leather
goods portion of the combined leather and furniture shop,

feajures 0

wide varirly of products macde from guality hldes,

Includinge hoots, hals and belis for urbhan cowboys, The Hide

" House Ls already doing business< if yvou want 1o el vour Chelstimas

shopping done early, and a grand opening fashion show is

planned for next Wednesday.

Driving
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This is the Silver Anniver-
sary of “Safe Driving Week"
in Canada, and the Ciaada
Safety Council is hoping every
Canadian driver will make the
25th event very special by
Liking every precaulion to sec
there is not one single tralfic
death in Canada during the
periokd Dec. 1 in 7.

Can it be done”

It tneans a chanpe of atlitude
Jor many drivers, A liltle exira
caution for some, More courle-
sy for olhers. Close attention to
the rules for all, Here ire some
basic pootd driving habits we
all know when we Lhink about
them, but are apl to forget
from time to time:

- Be exiri courteods 1o olher

roaid users, including pedesiri-
ins.

- (Obiy traffic aws and regula-

fions

Adiust  driving, habits to
winter condilions.
- Maintain a safe following
distance behind the vehicle
ahead
- Keep the vehicle in sound
mechanical enndition.
- Use safety bhelt systems, and
ensure children use child
restraint system.
- Avoid speeding by allnwing
sufficient time far 2 journey.
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leather poods an sale i
another part of the store, Lhe
affeet whisks shoppers back to
the 149th eenlury.

Hide House spokesman Fred
Irwkins told The Herald at the
store's wnolficial opehing last
week that the stote'’s owners
hope their business will belp
promste  Acton’s  lagging
Instorieal image as o leather
town, in miich Us: same way
similar operations in Blythe,
Ontarie, have added 1o (hat
cornmunity's character,

"We're Lryving o promode
leather becanse leather in this
tawn has been put Torward a5 o
pegative thing,” Mr. Dawkins
explpined, recalling  age-old
complaints from visitors and
new residents about the smells
vmulating  from  Actan’s
Beardmore tannery, al one
time Lhe largest uperation of
its kind in the commonwealth,

“Leather at the tannery
stape is leoked down upon,”” he
said, "hut leather as o finished
prociuct is highly respected.”

And the Hide lHouse is
already a stronp corporate
citizen, buying many  goods
made from hides tnmed i
Acton and emploving about 30
full and part-time people to cun
the store. At the moment, hve
cahinelmakers work in the
furnilure shop adjacent lo the
leather showroon.

Hoat, Mr. Dawkins siad, more
local pacticipation s needed
from  other businesses  and
local artisans Lo help put Aclon

ot the map as o lealher lowiy

and eonmmunity tourist attract-
vy which the region locks.

*“We'd lke o seer more
merchants  petting  anvolved
wilh the leather therne,” Mr.
Dawking suitd. *FF the concept
s tosyeceed, iLwould be much
b Llep of Lhe town gol together
to develog The thing ™

Town counciyl  recenlly
gramnted The slore Sandoay
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Jerrs Heaple of Acton's Ohte Hide House H.nudwnrkln;,
shop seis o saw ilmle before going to work on one of dozens af
pleces of furnilure soon avalluhle Tor sale at the sinre. Although
the siore ewploys five cabinelmakers, Mr. Heagle sald that
Business s pieodd edoongh 1o make roiwn for oy many os 15
wiskbwnrkers and furnitere refinishers, The Ohle Hide House |s
lovated on Easlern Avenne off Highway 3 in Acton's cast end,

MH..IJERE TV’ s

20" RCA 1981
XL-100 Color

549995

M.5.L.P 539"

18"
RCA 1981
XL-100 COLCR

M.5.L# 579

*489%

M.5.LP, "795"

%669

20°° RCA
1981 COLOR

Channelock Remo!e Control
& Cable Canverter

26" RCA
COLOR TRACK
CONSOLE

Eieclronic keyleoard funtng and
light senszor.

MSLP "1129"

SALE PRLE

*669

M.S.L.P. '769*

207"
COLOR TRACK
PORTABLE

Eleciramt keyboard tuning and
lghl sensor.
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Bring in this coupon
and receive on these
models advertised a
dis:::c-unt of

TV.
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SPECIALS ON ALL
TELEVISIONS, STEREOS
AND AERIALS IN STOCK

3 YEARS PARTS AND
MH{}'UH WARRANTY

|GUARANTEED SERVICE wnH ALL SALES

We Service What We Sell i

877-3405

Before

=

14 Wesleyan Street

We will not knowingly bo

you buy
check our
low, low prices!

; WHY PAY MORE?

Juat of! Main 51.

undearsold.

NOW IN OUR 28th YEAR

eperaling hours o help 'L"H.Lh
the weekend “sighl-seer™ flow
to the rural areas surrounding
Taronlo and miager cities like
Guelph and  Kilchener-
Waterloo in  southcasiern
Dintarin,

While store management
has some major idens about
developing  the “emporium™
concept of the Hide House,
which inglude adding o Tounge
and  Jeather-tannery type
museum o wiarehouse
connecled to the rear of the
building, Mr. Pawkins said he
wiold like to see the store
promote the work of Incal
craftsmen.

“Peopb:  are  gradually
caming® oul of the waodwark,"
Mre. Dinwkins saod, Uphoning us
withcraft ideas such as senlpl-
ingy with leather, painting on
lealther and smatlt craflls, Bul
we really haven't had much
response yet”

Meanwhile the Hide House's
woidwarking shop has already
bepun to lurs oul altractive
pine and eak replicas of
pieneer-style bed sels, hutch

* Duroble Sami Gloas
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s, mlrrnra and even a couple
of parson’s benches located in
the  store for
shappers.

As one carpenler explained,
“We'll try anything  and
custom wark is available.”

Exeept for veneer cabinet
backing and drawer boltoms,
pll the forniture is made of
solid wood and machines are
only used te cut, rouler and
turiy the Inthe on which
bedposts wre hand-tooled.

An official grand epening is
planned for this Wednesday
with an 8:30 p.m. public
fashion show. But with 9% per
cent of its leather stock in, the
Hitle House is already doing
htisiness from 10 a.m. o 6 pom,
Monday, Wednesday and
Salurday and from 10 a.m. to
mine in e evening on Thurs-
doay and Friday, The slore is
also upen from neon te 6 pam.
ay Sunday,

Lowated tn Aclon's east end,
Lhe Olde Hide House occupies a
Lirge - warchouse soulth of
Higzhway 7 next to the Capadi-
an Natienal Bailway tracks.
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THE BIG PAPER
V/ITH THE BIG

CIRCULATION

COVERING
GEORGETOWN
ACTON &
SURROUNDING
COMMUNITIES.

Poetic tribute

to president
Kennedy

EDITOR'S NOTE: U.S, President John Hennedy was
nssassinated 17 years ngo this week on an Infamous day that
Ieft everyone reellng with shock.. lallon Hills* Shirtey
Joseph wus moved to express some sentlments nbout the
event In o poens she wrole for her school-age son. Now,
several years Jater, she has submlitted the poem flar
publication to commemorate the much-loved president's
death In Dallas,

It was a sun crisp morn as he stepped from the plane,

but earlier that day there had been rmn*

The crowds were cheering os he got in the car.

An assassin was waiting not very far.

A smile on his fuce as he waved from his seat,

The blood red sun, the November heat,

This was a man with a dream to be done,

To mould a natian that was sccond to none.

Aluong the roule they gathered in lines,

for this was a day that would stick in their minds.

The gun was raised, the man in sight.

The crowd was sparse, the time was right.

A crack rang oul, a hole in his head.

Toen seconds later, a leader was dead,

SAVE
On Super Fast-Drying
GLIDDEN INTERIOR PAINTS

* Fastdrying - washpblo
¢ Durabtlefinish for 1rim, kilchen and bathrooms

* Wgaler cloan-up

REG. *25.95 cal.

NOW
ONLY

*18%

WALLPAPER

e POPULAR PATTERNS

@ NAME BRANDS
® EYE-CATCHING COLORS

As Low As

*3

® Latox—applles saslly with brush or roller

* Driea in 30 minutos 1o a washable lal Hnish
* Wido varlety of slay-bright wall calora

* Wash hands and tools cloan in sogpy watsr

REG. *17.95 ga..

$95w

NOW
ONLY

GEORGETOWN
DECORATING CENTRE

DOWNTOWN GEORGETOWN

877-4193




