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Library likes kids
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Fverything you wanted to know about the cultural centre...

Arts complex will be ‘best of all worlds’

When The Herald began an Investigation
recently into the vear-old, organized movement
behind the new Halton Hills Library and Cultura)
Centre, In response to chorges that concerns
cxpressced in an Oct, 168 edltoriat were unfounded,
it discovered an active put poorly publiclzed unit
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Tutal cost

U icial peoundbreaking
Approximate completion
Grand opening

Arvhileet

Ceen Conlractor
Compuonents -
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Avtizl fiross area

The complex
at a glance

$1,719,000

Aug. 11, 1980

late August, 1581

[all, 1081

Keith H. Wagland, Teronta

Q-Sons Construction Lid., Teronto

Library: {4,000 square feet, including 1,775 square feet
of slorape space beneath the sloped, theatre sealing, main
Hbrary to be howsed in new section; relerence library (new
archivesy in basemoenl of old Library

Theatre: 6,600 square feet, 281 seats, housed in new

Ceallery: 1,750 sguare feet inside old main libracy
area: gallery lipghting, {abric-coated walls

AMulli-purpose  room:
adaptability, chair storage, kitchen area shared wilh main

750 square feet with much

General cirewlalion area: 1,750 square et

24,850 squure feet

Architect designs

ce in history

KELTH WAGLAND

The man who will go down
in lallon Blills history as the
binlder of the tlown's theatre-
Wbrary-art gallery complex
hivl plenly  of convineing
eredentials to persuade town
council that he was the righl
man for the job,

Keith Wagland, head of the

Turonto-based Kelth H. Wag-
land., Architecl firm and
designer of the new complex,
carnced his page in local
history by accepling an invi.
Lalion from Arls Plus com-
nattee members John Roe
amd Halph Ursel to eoine 1o
Halton Hills and lend  his
experienee te the ongoing
search for o new culiural
facility. The invitalion was
made at a seminar on devel-
oping such facllities through
joinl  provincial-community
suppurl, which had attracted
the two Georgetown repre-
senlatives,

Mr Wagland wis on hand
thal day because he'd design-
et @ combination library-
theatre inr Conestogn Col-
lege in London, a ceramics
museum and an arts facility
for Sault Ste. Marie amd had
renovated (wo existing art
pilleries. He's still design.
ing exhibliens for special
Heyal Ontarto Museum
shows.,

FUND-RAISING :
WHO’S IN CHARGE?

With

the town clerk’s

department

(telephone 877-5185) acting as a watershed for ali

incoming donatlons, the fund-rajsing committee

d set up by council to co-ordinate ali such efforts hos

appointed a number of individuals to approach
select groups and areas of Interest. They are:

For Aris Council members and other arts-

related groups -

For business and industry -
For sports organizations -
For miscellaneous groups -

Theresla Mlllenpar
Bert Amold
Dave Kentner
Mayor Pete

Pomeroy and Rud Whiting

Committee chairman Rex Heslop reporied
that Mayor Pomeroy has heen making personal,
informal appearances at laocal service club
meetings to rally support for the project and
otherwise “using his office to demonatrate the
importance' of the [ncillty to Halton Hills.

i l next {&mrk’s Herald
e ASSESSMENT IMPACT
e SOME DESIGN CONCERNS

A

of volunieer citizens engaged in the quick, ef-
fective work of ralsing a badly-needed arts and

recreation facllity. In this special re
editor Paul Dorsey (Inds room for m

rt, Herald
or concern

among an otherwise glowing example of com-
munity spirit in high gear.

When Halton Hills' unique
new  theatre-library complex
apens at Church and Markel
streels in Georgelown next
fall, residents can expect "ihe
best of alt worlds™, to use Hex
Heslop's words: "an achivve-
able entity thal won’t sirain
anvone’' and "a fecal point of
sell-expression for all kinds of
groups” that were previously
limilddl by their lack of a
comnion irts facility. 2
AN this for the price of
anather $3 tacked onto your
1981 municipal lax bill, accorid-
ing to town treasurer Ray
King, plus some minor,
corresponding increnses:
Georgetown Lillle Theatre
president Pat Joynes anlici-
pates some rise in tickel prices
far the group’'s 1982
productions. With few excepli-
ons, cepresentatives of many
of the groups involved In
planning for the new complex
are exciled pnd  optimistic
about the facility's abilily to
meet public demand., Whiie
some harbor cautious reserva-
tions about space lhmitations
ang fature needs, they ore
nearly  unanimous in  their
delight aver the long-awaited
complex.  Any  physical
problems with the building, all
agree, con only be minor ones.

Predictably enough, archi-
tect Keith Wagland is the maost
excited of il

“"We've accommodated
everyoene's interesis very
well,” he told The Herald
recently.  "Space has  been
allocated exceptionally  well,
keepingt cosls in mind, There's
a great deal of adaptability.

“Cilizens can expeel a very
wiarm, comfaoriable, {riendly
sort of building that's fairly
intimate in keeping with the
seale of the 1own itsell. I think
it'll become a sort of communi-
v fecus. It's nol the Four
Seasons Holel - we're using
concrete bloek and a lot of
wood - but there'll be nice,
warm colars inside."

SOME THIOPPED

Mr. Wagland |5 quick 1o
siress that whilg some of the
requests submitted by would:
be user-groups for inferior
design factnrs have heen drop-
ped fram the final design for
cost reasons, the budget set by
Linkn council for Liwe bulding »
construction has not been
prabibitive to his work, On the
conlrary, he said, he and other
pianners have managed to
sirike a fair balance between
meeting current facilily needs
and exercising fiscal restraint,

The recently-built
Cakville Centre for the arcls,
Mr. Wagland pointed out, is
simply too big For that city's
current necds,

“It has this big, massive
stage and everrihing,” he
commented. "'People just
wan't use it: it's too inlimidat-
ing. Here, we have room Io
prow into the complex {or a
long time to come.” *

Although Mr. Wapland has
no qualms with his constructi-
on hudget, he does admit Lo
being “'amazed' at his ability
in work within council’s cosl
guidelines, involvirg figures
which were sel "'in no uncert-
ain terms’” by the town,
Tender bids came within $8,000
of conslruction cost targets, he
said,

The arts complex’s “very
economie design™ has limited
the number of theatre seals Lo
281, has restricled its orchesl-
ra pit o provide raom for only
about 15 musicions and has
eliminated initial plans Tor a
full-Medged flytower and a

An hlstoric ﬂruumlhreukiﬁgl ceremony took place at the alte of Lthe Georgetown public

Hbrnry lasl

complex. Walchlng Mayor Pete
conunlttee members (left to right)

aupust, slgnalling the start of construction for lalten Hills' new theatre-library
pieh { Pomeroy turn the flrst spadeful of sod were his {ellow bullding

Derek Joynes, who represented a number of avis groups in the

committee's deliberations, Ward 3 Coun. Roy Boath, huilder Ab Tennant, library board chalrman
Dick Howlit, architect Keith Wagland, commltiee chalrman Rex Heslop, Ward t Coun, Ross
Knechtel nnd then-A¥ard 2 Coun. Pat Patternon.

{Herald photo)

$10,000 non-functional skylight
("*They Mdwnys lcak, anyway,™
Mr. Wapgland consoles him-
seify.

The need (or flytower, a
vertical space directly above
the stage aren into which props
and backdrops van be “'flown”,
is considered of prime import-
ance by several urts communi-
tv representatives, While it's
not the real thing that's poing
into the arts complex, Mr.
Wagland has allowed for some
room into which stage articies
van by hoisted above the
PrOSCONiYm,

ALLAY CONCERN

Apart fram this admitiedly
minor cause for convern, Mr.
Wagtland has allayed virtually
all ether waorries shared by
arts-related proups in his
design, according to several
spokesmen interviewed by The
Herald, Same of  their
recommendations were ruled
oul as too coslly, impraclical
or just inapplicable, they
acknowledged, but on the
whole, there are no overl
reservalions about the {inal
design among the complex's
chief users-to-be.

“We have a sloping theatre
floar, as requesied,”” Mr.
Wagland said, "We have an
exceplional stage - something
most small-town thealres just
don't have. We'll have good
sound and lighting.

*“The gallery portion (about
1,000 square feet located inside
the existing church-library) is
a very pood stze for a commu:
nily this big. It won't be
particularly sophisticated in
lerms of special tlemperature
cantrols, but it is a workable

BiZe.

Ratph Ursel, who, as first
president of the Haiton Hills
Arts Council and & motivaling
force within the Georgelown
flotary Club, was instrumental
in bolstering initinl support for
such & complex, has his own

Continued on Page (5.

GLT’s success story:
a funding head-start

Mere than any other indi-
vidual or group involved in
the arts community’s initial,
organized push to have town
counci]  prepare a  proper
theatre facility, the George-
town Litlle Theatre has set
the pace and cstablished the
standard for fund-raising.

Starting with an Apr. 10
fund-raising phane-athon
which Jaid o $3,000 foundati-
on for future efforts, the GLT
brovght ils seat plague
campaign 1o the public's

aitention quickly and cffect-
ively, gefling 2 head start on
plans for the arts complex
thal left other jnvolved
groups startled and amazed.
By last month, the GLT
had collected more than two-
hirds of i1s $30,000 objective,
having sold ncarly 180 speci-
al plaques lo area residents
inlerested in having one of
the new theatre's 281 seats
commemorated in  their
name, he name of ibeir
comnpany or tn name of a
Inved one. Procectds {rom
twn phone-alhons (a ihird is
being  considered) and
individual donations oulside
the seal plague campaign
have hoosted the GLT'S total
amounl raised past $21,740.
Eager to maintain public

The Halton Hills Public
Library Beard has come up
with o unique plan through
which vesidenis ean help fill
the shelves of the new library
under construction in
Georgeiown,

Allhough estimates for the
number of volumes the new
library will handie are hard
lo come by because detalled
pltins have yet to be finaliz-
ed, chief librarian Belsy
Carnwell  predicts the
Georgetown [acitity should
be able to double its former

-had . exercised.
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Splendid in exterlor apprarance and aurrcundings, Halton Hills' new
lhrary-theatre complex, now under constructlon at Church and Market
Kireets In Georgelown, is a2 unigue comblnation of the old - the lormer
Congregational Church-turned-library - and the new -

Art history: diverse needs combine
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No free lunches
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... and then some

TOWN OF HALTON
HILLS LIBRARY AND
CULTURAL CENTRE
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the modern theatre
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pertion that will provide seatlng for 281, Builders and fund-ralsers polnt out
another vnlque aspect in the (acillty's accommodating, economic deslgn,

prepared especially with lower coals in mind.
prepared the above scale model.
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Architect Kelth Wagland

to provide ideal solution for town

Five years ago, Georgelown
high school teacher Ralph
Ursel was writing letters to the
editor and letters to lown
counci) complaining about the
lack of 4 proper thealre facili-
Iy in Halton Hills. The Haiton
Board of Education, ke noted,
sponding
restraint and abandoned plans
for a proper auditorium al the
expanded high schaol, its polt
¢y on sharing capital costs
wilth area municipalities stil}
some years off.

Meanwhile, council was still
wrestling with what archilect

1
Ll

PAT JOYNES

interest in the seat plaque
campatgn, the GLT lios
prepared  the  following
informative outline for
would-be supporlery:

Q: When T purchase a
seal-pligque, what do I get lor
my donition? .
A A  brass plague,
inscribedd with your name
erianiziation orin memory of
an individual, which will be
altached in perpetuily to the

capacity of 25,000 volumes.
Morman Holt, praprielor of
the new downltown slore
Oxbow Books (formerfly the
Book Shop), has made an
arrangemen! with the board
by which he'll deposit 20 per
cent of the full list price of
cach book speclally sold al
his shop to the library. Dena-
tions are tax deductible; Mr.
Holt and the libraries carry
lists of suggested titles o be
donated as well, although
cilizens are welcome to
expand the library’s collecti-
an on lapice eof =special

Keith Wagland calls a major
“thorn in its side’ - an ever.
shrinking public library. The
Haltan Hills Public Library
Heaard had bren consisientiv
asking for mnore space in
el elow e saiee before e
Iown’s incorporation in 1974,

- The [asl Georgelown-gouncll

considered expansion plans for
lhe Chureh Street sile but
fuund casts too cumbersome in
light of the incoming regional
government, then st an
unknown quontity.

Currenl tibrary board chaie-
man Dick Howiit was complel-

back of one of the 28] seats in
the new theatre, . .
Q: Does this mean that
this is my seal for GLT
shows?

A: We'd like to say yes,
but unfortunately the answer
is no! As we are carciul to
point cut, you are purchasing
the plague, not the seat.

t}: Whydoyoulnsistona
minimum donation (single
lump sum) of $i10 or $120 in
post-dated cheques?

Al We had originolly
planned to raise $25,000 at
$100 o seal-plaque, including
fund-drive and plague-
engraving costs, In our
eanthusiasm Lo get Lhe project
underway, we pledged to
raise $30,000--hence had to
INCFeASe  our  minimum
“price tag®.

Q: Can I donale
than $1107

A Please be ocur guest!
In inct, 0 number of people-
arpanizaticns have donated
as much as $200 for a single
scal-plagque.

Q: If I want to make a
donulion but can't afferd to
purchasea seal phivcue, wha!

#
A B

i 1t L wesh o make

Lt irI-I:HIn

Continued on page 5,
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‘Book builder’ scheme

easy way to get involved

intereat,

Apart Irom the financial
donations through Oxbow,
books can be donaled
privately 1o the library, and
will carry stickers inside
their front covers acknowl-
ediing the gift in the donor's
name, These books will be
specially displayed at the
complex's grand cpening
next fall,

For more information,
contact the Geoargelown
library at 877-2681 or Oxbow
Hooks ni 877-8861. )

ing his Jast term as a Ward 2
coupeillor in 1978 when a
proposal te build a new library
in Cedarvale Park was
considered. Although a
$500,000 tlebenture was obtain-
cd from the provineinl govern-

ment for the ambitious, 15,000

square fool project, opposing -

[orees came to bear and the
Ontario Municipal Board was
citlled upon to halt what many
citizens considered the impro-
per use of parkiand.
Complicating council's

deliberations was the fact that -~

the nld Melhodist church atl
Church and Market Sireels
was deeded to the town for use
as a library and nothing else.
Evenil the library found a new
home, council realized, the old
church eould be used for no
other purpose,
ATHELM

By 1976, Halton Hills had an
Aris Council, with Ralph Ursel
atils hebm. Well-known locally
as an accompanist to church
¢hoirz and a musical director
1 |he high school and with
area musical societies, Mr.
Ursel nevertheless describes
himself as primarily an aris
patron. Allhough the new Arts
Council concentrated initially
an “firslt things first”, with
Summerfest its prime object-
ive, the need for o proper
cultural centre. remained its
preoccupation.

Elscwhere in town, the
Flolary Club of Georgelown, of
which Mr. Ursel "just happen-
ed” [0 be n member, was in
search of a  worthwhile
community preject it could get
behind. The proposed new
Iheatre was an ideal goal, and
Ihe club soon obtained an
option to buy land near the
hospital.

Suthdeniy, the isolated facels
of a tewn-wide problem all
came lageiher on  the
“gridiron"’ of the town council
chamber, and the library’s
shoricomings, which Mr. Ursed
anmed alhers saw as a " political

!

HALFPH URSEL

foolball,” ended up on the
5%vard bine.

Mr. Wagland recalls the
library site ns nlmost an after-
thotrght ot Queen's Park's parl
when o list was being prepared
of area locatlions to be scouted
for the new theatre. The
mintstry of culture and recrea-
tion perhaps identified the
possibilily of combining both

community needs in ane, large
project before anyone in town,
and the idea suddenly ‘made
perfecl sense.

*It’s the inclusion of a libra-
ry that makes this whele
projeet viable," Mr. Wagland
commented. V'The mix makes
this a solid concept.”’ '

With Mr. Wagland assisting,
Aailey Consulling Associates
{formerly of Toronlo, now
moved (o California) conduoet-
ed a feasibility study to
determine whether so many
diverse needs could be
accommodated in o single
fucility and, if 5o, where,

SCHOO0L PLAN

Mr. Wopland peinied out
that the Georgetown Little
Theatre at that ttme was keen
on ils own ided to have council
share the cost of building o
thealre inlo the new expansion
at Wrigglesworth Public
Schoal. Fairly elaborate plans
were drawrn up and the Halton
Board of Education indicated
its readiness to assume half
the cost.

“But the GLT would have
been the only ones happy

| Contineed on page (5,

HALTON HILLS

i

LIBRARY BOARD

LIBRARY
GALLERY

Board becomes
tenant, entering Into
leage with town.

o

RECREATION
DEPARTMENT

THEATRE

MULTI-PURPQSE
ROOM

The somewhat conlroversial proposed management
siruclure for the new arts complex. While established in a simple
format and, according lo recreatlon director Tom Shepard,
subject to some change, the siructure I8 questioned by
spokesman for the wacs communlly who feel a cltizens
commlitee should be appointed to administer the theatre portion.
Library board chalrmon Bick Howitt simitarly has reservations
about his board's control over the gallery portion.

CONSTRYVCTION COST ESTIMATES (revised June 28, 1850)

Eslimaled collsbide biol coslt
Contingency on construction
Architect's fee, consultant's [ees

Land purchases
Furnishings
GROSS COST

FINANCING

Debenture proceeds plus interest

Lot levies
1580 operating budget

Provincial prants: Ontaris Herltage Fund
Community Centres Act
Access fo handicapped

Wintarto grant for portable equipment

Proceeds {from fund-ralsing

SUBTOTAL

$1,250,000
62,500
110,000
221,500

15,000
$1,719,000

3571,000
307,000
185,000

30,000
75,000
75,000
3,000
0,000,
$1,432,000

Added to thls figure are nptlclpnt&d revenues from the sale of the

former Walter Gray home, now boarded up, on Church Street facing

the

complex site (negotiations with the Royal Canadlan Legion, branch 120, and
downtown businessmen, with an eye to preparing a comprehensive parking
lot acheme, sre now geiting underway) plus any additienal required
financing from .town reserve funds,

Together, these two sources are expecied (o meet the balance of.
constructlon costs, the latter to be reduced accordingly in the event public
fund-ralsing coniributes more than $200,000.




