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Staff changes at community legal aid ¢'i:xic

New legal clinic lawyer champion of the underdog
when law becomes ‘complicated and intimidating’

- Hainon thills legat elinie law-
velr David Craig leoks out for

Ve Dittle people.

c Healizingt that the average
Law complicated
untrieedatings,  Mr.
Croigt advisees s mostly mld-
e amd lower iheome clients
i how e take anssue ta court
rase is strong’
eruntpth Lo staud o good chance

pacrn iy fusds
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arsd whether the ¢
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The newest membor of the
person  stofl--
Worker
Peeay Batkand and seeretary-

chimic's  three
cominumty  legal
mtake worker Selvia Oprica
ale leavig the Wesleyan

Streel offices nexi month--Mr,
Craig replaced Inwyer David
“MeRee three weeks age, Mr.
MeKee, who arrived in
Georgetown tast April, was the
first lawyer the clinic had in its
three-year history,

fuch of Mr, Craig's time is
spent advising or acting on
behalf of his elients on a
variety of problems, mostly
nssociated family difficullies,
money woes, landlord and
tennant  disputes  andd  mis-
understandings over pension
cheques, workman's conspen-
sation benefits and unemploy-

ment insursance payments.

A University ol Western
Ontario law graduale, called to
the Ontario Bar Asseciation
last spring, Me. Craig said Lhat
the popularily of the local
ciinic necessitated the hiring
of o fulldime hwyer for Lhe
first time this year.

“The subject arcas are difl-

[erenl than those of a law
[irm," he said.  "They deal
with  reasl  estate  Iow,
corporate-commercial law,
persanal liligation, rstates,
and divoree law., We don’l do
any of that."

Hecenl progressive lepisli-
tiemt aitedd al clearing away
“eenluries legalstie stofl Bt
was clogping hings up™ had
made small courts more and
moreaccessible tothe averape
inthividual with o Jadie help
from o clinie lawyer,

But while people have ot
feast some acguaindance with
the Tawver, Me. Cradp said,
Lweer invome individuals lend
Lok B Jesss ooweare of Lhewr rights,

“When [aced with o legal
problenm:, they are guite sur-
prised 1o find that they can do
sumething aboul it,” he said.
“Legal) climies have been help-

Best solutions often found

H there s some way of
Baeeprmt o profdem oul of courd,
Fecey Balkind can probably
el vou Gimdd

A mow-Famitlor face tomany
Halten Hills residents, Mrs.
Huathtid hns been the loeal
lessal clinie's communily lepal
worker ever since the office
[l eprenieed Oel. M, 1977, ina
smiall coat room at St. John's
United Church on Guelph
Strect. hut after three years of
service, Mres, Halkind is stepp-

Do down sned taking with her

silftiee fogel temaories.

Mes Balkind, an 18-year
resadent of Hallton Hills, says
her backpround knowledge of

the community (she is presi-
tdent of the board of directors
of Halton Women's Place and
is also involved with the YMalton
Children’s Aid Sociely and the
Contact Centre erisis slation)
has helped her handle some of
the problems people bring to
the elinic which don't necesso-
rily have to wind up in court
for a satisfaclory resolution.
Oflen, she deals with preblems
cancerning old age security
payments, disability, welfare
and unemployment insurance,

“AS a communily case
worker, you hope you can
nepgotiate 50 you never get to

Secretary

first contact

. Usuadly the firsl persan
people bBave ladked to at the
Flalton Hhlls Legal Clinic has
been Sylvia Gprica, hut by the
eadd of the month there wiflbe a
new Face behind the front desk
il the clime’s YWesleyan Street
hesdiquarters,

2 i the chinic's seerefary and

Jntake worker (or the pasl two
nned o half vears--the office was
cpened three vears ago-Ms.
Vprica’s job, along with the

Cusual seeretariad duties, invol-
sy gratheriop imitial inflorma-
vfton from the person looking

for e vl adviiee.

YAttt of the people who

vaone tn here are looking for
widvice, " she told The Herald in
Snomnterview Fridav, “You
favie to establish if, in Tact,
ahey do bave a legal problem
,mrl Lhen ptt SO information
Trab: d 9t
. Often it 15 a matter of
Jipuring out how lo proceed
with the prublem, Ms. Oprica
saud, beeause whether or not
the person  realizes it the
W ully may be better handl-
Jod oulside the courls by
another agency.

“N may mean [inding out
whal they feel the problem is,”
she atdded, “so that we can

Cdireet them to an available

persui for advice. We have lo
decide swhere Lhe best place is
Tor the person to get assist
anee”

Thi: clinic frequently sends
people Lo other agencles such
ns credit and family counsell-
it serviees for [urther help
anid it receives many inquirics
cancerning welfare  cheques
and applications, pensions and
workman compensation
paviments and repulalions.

Winle ann appointment with
the clinic is not necessary, it
ncay result in more prampt
allention.

“We el lols of people who
prsl adrop in and lots who
Ms, Oprica says. it
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for clients

happens both ways and we (ry

1o work them in as best as we

can.”

Ms. Oprica, who is aboul to
maove to Kingston, said she has
enjoyed her work with the
clinic, and it has provided her

- wilh a regular opportunitly lo
meet people on the job. .
“There is much that [ know

now that I didn't know before,”™
she said. “it's important to
keep up with the changes that
occur within the law.™

court,” she 1old The Herald
Monday. Landlord and tenanlt
disagrecments, for example,
shoe said, can e reselved
propercly by advising both
parlies of their righls i the
dispute.

“Many tenants are frighten-
el and won't stand up (or their
righis,” Mrs. Balkiwl said.
“It's a vast area af the law of
which people just aren't aware
and the chnic seeks 1o educale
as part of its mandate.”

While she works ¢losely with
new clinic lawyer Bavid Craig,
praviding background infor-
malion and assisitance, Mrs.
Ralkind said she spends most

outside courtroom: Balkind

el her Gime dolng community
work, helpang people “plug
Inte™ aytencies such as family
cotnselling for fielp,

USuimelirnes people eall gnd
they don't know whal they
need,” she soid, “And many
don't reatize thal they have o
Iegradl problem. 1 they're
turned down for welfare they
ey nol indersond that there
15 an appeal procedure which
they vin gro throwth

CICs been o chadlempe,”
Mrs. Balkind sind reflecting
back oo the'vears she has been
with the legal clinie. Tt il's
very nice when vou're able to
help people.™

BANG THE GAVEL

A lutore mavor of Halten EHIIS? Could by,

Fleven-year old

Haley Alloe atteoted Monday's general vominitiee mrrlhu__ and
staved for the duration, an admirable feat many adulls wouldn’t

face.

Alter her cltivenship badge with the First Acton Girl

Guldes, Haley will have to digest what she learned Monday nljht
and repert back to her gulding companions.,
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ful and hoey're growing rapid.
Iv. There's ons person on slaff
at Lepal Al offices  who
bovised bes just the affairs of lepal
clinics eperating in the area.

Especially disturied 1o Tl
that young people “lck even i
minimal understanding of the
law™', Mr. Craig said some
asie concepts of  jurizpeud-
ence shoubi be taught as parl
ol o balanced school cirricul-
uen, and supgesied that young-
slers could wse role playing or
acting 10 help lhem understand
what the nw means,

To encourage local adults to
come to prips wilh vario
aspeets of Jaw, Mr. Craig said
he would like to organize o
series of seminars.  Although
net conerete plans have been
vrganized, he said he would
like to see some short work-
shops on the legal complexities
ol buying and selling a house,
family  law and consumer
advicacy.

Snadl elaims court should be
wsed more, he said, adding
that wmany individuals, through
sheer ignorance of their rights,
often faill e take clear
breaches of the  provinee's
consurner Inws to court be-
cause they're alraid of the
procedures involved.,

Because Mro Craig's work
wilh the Jegal system is mostly
advisory and centres largely
arotmel small claims actions,
the legal clinic differs from
“Tegal aid™ which Individuals
seek otil if lhey are about to be
taken Lo courl or wish to liyve a
case heard at a higher judicial
lewel.

While people can apply for
legal nid al the clinie, Mr.
Cratg snid, they must lake a -
financial means of examina-
tion lo determine if the appli-
canl is eligible fur free legal
helg.

[l the apphication is accepled
pending an assessment of -
hilities and assels, the elient’s
lawyer's [ees will be absorbed
hy the provinee under ihe
Onlano Legal Ald Plan, a
program  which in turn s
sponsared by the federal gov-
erintient,

However, while the bulk of
lawyer costs may be paid for
by lhe provinee, charges or
ltens on properiy tnatters or
incidenlal document costs may
have Lo e picked up by the
elient even though the person
may be under the lega! aid
scheme.

Mr. Craig, who spends aboul
every second day in courl in
RBrampion, Elabicoke or Mil-
tan, lives with liis wile and two
children an Mississuapa.  His
wife, Elizabeth, s the regis-
trar for Oakville's Sheridan
College,
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NOW IN OUR 28th YEAR
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CHRISTIAN BOOKS, RECORDS & GIFTS
STOCK REDUCTION SALE OF RECORDS & IAPES
PRICED AT 3 FOR $15 OR $6 EACH
) 41 GEORGE ST.S., BRAMPTON o PHONE 457-9922 ¢
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GEORGETOWN MAPLE AVENUE
ALLIANCE CHURCH | BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday November 23, 1980
PASTOR

EDWINH. MITCHELL
B77-H0665 B77-0320

'NATURALIZER
Tulsa £\

$3898

Sunday Behool 9 45 a.m

9 450 m ALL FAMILY

tMommg Worship 1t am SUNDAY SCHOOL 1

Ovor 75 Naturalizer Styles and
Colour Combinations in Stock.

Bleck, Grey, Navy, Balgo, Brown, Wine, Ten, White.

SIZES
5-11AA,B,CandD

Not all slz0a avallable in afl slylos
and colours,

YOUR NATUAALIZER
SHOE STORE

STEP—RETE
= SHOES

. =- WHERE FASHION AND

COMFORT
39 Maln St. S. Downtown Georgetown 877-1263 )¢

Sunday Novemboer 23, 1980
Mismionary Sunday |
With
Mr Tony Valmol
Grlted Layman
Graduats of Oxlord
Diplamat in Africa

Roprasenbag the Natoky
Evangrhcal Gradunte Schoo!
ol Theology

11Tam and 6-30 p.m.

Come and Make Qur Church
Your Church

Evioryono Woelcoma

P RALPH
BIr-UBH
B53.-3023

WE HOPE TO SEE
You

THIS SUNDAYI!

ST. GEORGE'S
CHURCH

Afghsan
REV. ROSWELL TEES

BiblicalkEvangolistic
Misslonary
25 Yuoars and Groaing

IMMARUEL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Windsor Road af Carole St
PASTOR: REV.DR.
J.M. DRICKAMER
Sunday November 23, 1980
B AS g m Church Sermvice
O 45 am Sundiy School
11 0 m Church Service
Church of The Lutharen Hour

Sunday November 23, 1980
td aom Haoly BEuchanist
&% i om Holy Euchanst
Jurker Church — Hursery
11 a.m. Morreng Priyer
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.On Super Fast-Drying
GI.IDDEN INTERIOR PAINTS

* Durabile Soml Gloss
* Fostdrying - washable

® Durable tinish for trim, kitchen and bathrooms
* Wator clean-up

* Latex—applles oanily with brush or roller

* Drios In 30 minutos to o washabile flat linlsh
* Wido varloty of stay-bright wall colors

* Wash hands and tools clean In socapy water

REG. *17.95 cal.

112

WALLPAPER
- 929

® NAME BRANDS
Single roli

REG. *25.95 g

NOw
ONLY

NOW
ONLY

® EYE-CATCHING COLORS

As Low As
NO LIMIT ON QUANTITY

GEORGETOWN
DECORATING CENTRE

877-4193
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