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Historical Society meeting -

Letter to the Editor
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Manpower to diesel power |Donations help blind to help selves
long climb for flreflghters '

LBy LOBRI TAYLOR
Herald Siaff Writer

The Georgelown Volunteer
Fire Brigade has come a long
way from the days when the
fire department equipment
constated of o steam-powered
pumper and a hook and ladder
truck havled by firefighters or
horses, fireliphter Larrcy
Brassard told members of the
Fisquesing Historichl Society
et 20 at the Area 2 lirehall,

The historicad society mel il
the {irchall on AMaple Avenue
to listen to Mr. Brassard and
other members of the George-
town Volunleer [Mirefighters
Association talk about the his-
tory of firelighting in Georpe-
town.

Cne of the first known fire
brigades was formed by the
ancient Remans, and was call-
ed the Corps of Vigifs, Mr.
Brassard said. Their job was
taprevent the spread of fires to
other buildings, rather than
extinguishing ithe blaze, but
they weren'l too successful,
judging by the fact that Rome
burned down several times.

It wasn't until after the
Great Fire of London in 1666
that any of Lhe civilized count-
ries established fire codes,
Insurance companics began
insuring huildings against
fires and set up Ltheir own fice
brigades ta prolecl the build-
ings they insured.

NITINSURED

“H the brigade pot to a
building on fire and {1 wasn't
insured by their company,
they lefl,”” Mr. Brassard said.
“Later on, it became popular
to be the first one on a scene
and put first water on the fire.

Il two companies armived close,

together, they mipght fight for
the privilege, and the building
would burn down while they
fought.™

Buildings were identified
tald
brigades which company insy-
red the buldding, Mr. Brassard
said. These fire marcks were
found even in Canada ond the
United Slates. and  fighter-
fighter Tom Massena said any-
one who finds a genuine Cana-
dian firc mark "has a real
find. You can expect it to cosl
you $5,000."

The first fire engine in town
was known as Old Gulliver,
and was probably buill by
Joseph Barber Sr., Mr. Bras-
sard said. It was a hand-
pumped fire enpgine. A larger
unit, known as The RHescue was
purchased later. [t took 20 men
to work The Rescue, which
pumped water' from cisterns
spotled around town in conven-
ient locations if there was no
river or urher waler source
handy,

HODK AND LADDER

The town also bought a hook
and ladder truck about the
same time they purchased The
Rescue, Mr. Brassard said.
The lruck was lefl at the town
hall in later years, and vanish-
ed. The fire department still
has one ef the ladders from the
truck.

Former ﬁr-:.'fli,hi.er Jim Val-
entine said when he joined the
fire department in 1938, the
fire truck would go out first
and if the ladders were needed,
someoene would go back teo haul
the ladder truck out.

In 1830, the lown pul in the
foundation for its present hyd-
rant system, after a8 represen-
tative from a company selling
sleam-powered {ire engines
pointed out the town had a
good water supply with Silver
Creck. James Warren of Wal-
kerton did the engineering and

Joseph Barber Jr., who was a
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: Waeorgetawn) fire hall Monday night for

o talk on the history of fire-fighting in general, and of the Georgetown Volunieer Flre Brigade in

parilcular.

Firelighters Lacry Brassard and Tem Muasse

na, and

relired flrefighiers Jim

Valeatlne and Juck Cunnlngham talked aboul the early days of the lown's volunleer depariment,

Mr. Brassard, right. |s shown

councillor at the time, supervi-
sed the project.

I wasn't undil 1893 that the
Greorgetown Yolunleer Fire
Bripgade became olficizl. The
chvef of the brigade al that
lime
Maw, The old tewn hall on Mill
Street also doubled as a fire
fall, and the bell in the tower
was wsed Lo sumimon Lhe volun-
teers loa fire.

SECOND TOWER

A second tower was buitll on
the town hall which was used
ta hang the hose oul 1o dry
aller a fire. Mr. Valentine said
there was & winchin the tower
anid a rope which was used to
haul the hose up to a hanger in
the top of the tower. The tower
wis 5 ta 60 feet high, and
could hold 12 lengths of two-
and-a-hall inch hose, 50 [eel in
length.

“That was the toughesl job
in the fire department in thoese
davs, hanging the hose out to
dry,” Mr. Valentine said.

The lown's [irst motorized
I'ire Iruck was purchased in

77. 1t was o chemical engine,
’u'[r Brassard said. When the
truck arrived un Lhe scene, the
engineer started the chemical
rieaction by tipping a lead tank
pn the Ireck. Onee the reaction
was started, Mr. Valenline
said, the whole container full
had to be wsed.

Mr, Valentine said there was
a convention af firelighters in
Creprpetown in the 1930°s, and
during the copvention the fire-
Nighters received a call. He
wis standing on the corner as
the truck went by, loaded with
all 25 volunteers. The truck
headed op over the White
Bridpe and stalled, and 2 of
the men had toget off and push
the truck up the hill. The fire
turned oul ta be a false alarm.

RESTORED TRUCK

Mr. Brassard said the volun-
teer's association tried to find
the lruck when they were

Jocking for a [lire engine lo

restore, bul Lhe Inst time they
heard., the truck had been
partially dismantled to be used
for hagling lumber in a lumber
camp in northern Ontario,
The next truck purchased by
the town for the fire depact-
ment was in 132, This Lruck is
the one which the volunicers

. recenlly restored with help

from a Winlario grant.
The fire department moved
into a new hall built especially

was o man named Mark:
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“Lot's Keap the Rural
Area Rural”

for the department in 1853, The
tuulding, on the cormer of
Chapel Streel and Guelph
Streel, now houses the George-
town Volunlver Ambulance
Service, hul the fire depart-
ment dispatcher s still up-
stairs,

The Furd truck figured pro-
minently in what Mr. Valent-
ine called, “'the higgest fire,
and the longest time on the
scene, in the time | was on the
department when the Berra-
clought Mill in Glen Williams
burncd down. Jack Harlow
wils Lhe fire chiel at the time,

FORD THUCK

The Ford truck pumped wa-
ter continuously far len bours
with the addition of an nccasi-
mal fuart of ail to keep the
engine [rom scizing up, Mr.
Valentine said. They also had
1o keep the hond vpen 1o keep
the truck from everheating.

The fire was started by lweo
cmployees of the company
which owned the mill at the
time, who had been paid a total
of $500 toset the fire. However,
the chief and Mr. Valentine
became suspicious of their
story of having had to cun for
their tives afler they discover-
ed suilcases hidden in the
womds some distance from the
mill.

The lwo men were evenlual-
ly sentenced to a intal of 22
vears in jai for arson.

The volunteers have a high
lurn-onit rale for dnsweringe
fire calls, MMr. Brassard said,
with about TOper cenl turn-out.
Bit it wasn't always that way.
Mr. Missenarcealled atime in
1942 when Georgelown was

here wilh an antique fire truck restored by the volunteers,

{Herald photo)

playing au vuportant hockey
pame i Galt. A specia) train
had bBeen scheduled to take
speclaters o Lhe game. When
a Nire call came in that night,
there wasn’! a single lirefight-
er in lown - they'd all gone to
Galt.  Bramplon flirefighlers
had to e ealled in
VERY CAREFLL

Communities were  very
careful about theic expenses,
even when it came to fire
protection. Al one-={me, the
Goeorpelown brigade Was not

allowed] to answer a fire call in -

Glen Williams wilhout permis.
sion from Lhe mayor.

Mr, Valentine rememberesd
stime when a fire had started
in the boiler house atl the
Berraclough mill, and as first
ollicer at the station, he called
alavor Joe Gibbons 1o ask
prrmission for the Geurgetown
brigade to gu 1o the fire.

“He said, "Jim you know the
rules and regulations as well
as 1 do, and youknow yeu can't
go,” Mr. Valenline said. *'l
fold him that peaplt who lived
in Glen Williams were doing a
lot of their shopping in George-
town, and he said, "Oh, in that
case, | guess you'd belter ga.""*

The fire depariment answe-
red 139 peneral alarm calls in
1979, and was well aver that
lola] by Aupusl Lhis year. Mr.
Brassard said the department
18 getliog an increasing numb-
er of calls to [ree victims
trapped in automobile acei-
tlents. The volunteers have
launched a fund-raising drive
In raise money lo purchase
SOME New rescie equipment
which they intend ty donale to
Lhe Lown.,

Celebnty recipes

Epilepsy Ontario, the non-profit organization which

provides services ta Ontario epileptics,

is hnpmg ta raise

funds lor Hs programs thruugh thesale nfﬂ unique cookbook
featuring 400 “all-nccasion’ recipes, many supplied by lop
Canadian celebrities. Its 256 pagles and eight colored photos

are bound in &

durable, washable cover.

Capies are

available by mail for $3.95 plus $1 per copy postage and
handling from Al-Occasion Cooking, Epilepsy Ontario, P,
Q. Dox 369, Paris, Ontario, NiL 1G5,

Gayna Fashions |

11 Main St. S
Acton

853-3600

LIQUIDATION
SALE

ALL FIXTURES AND
STOCK TO BE

CLEARED

OUT AT

1/,2 PRICE

HURRY!

EVERYTHING
IS GOING FAST!

EINTOILS NOTE:  Follow-
ing @ an vpen lelter Lo the
citizens of Halton Hls suhbe
mitted o The Herazld flor
praabelication:

1iear Friend:

The annuial Canadian Nut-
isnal Institute for the Blind.
P CNTHY Tund raising drive in
virur  colnmumly  provides
Lhe magurity of funds Tor the
provision of services to blind
people through your  logal
N oflice In arder thal
these services can conlinue

Solo shoﬁﬂw

Lo et he necds of visuaily
Lmnpared andividuals and
those who will need our
services in the Tuture, it is
ehsceitid that lhe puluntml
fundd-raising  capabilites  of
vour ares be pealized.

Luus af sipht is tragie, but
hving without sight need not
be. “The specinlized traming
anid support programs uf the
UNIB provide blind people
with skills they nevd to take
their place in the community

aoowage ecarners, home.
mathers, students, parents .

Euth Gibson is having her second solo show, 'Sceenes

Troen Collage Counlry™

al the Mississauga Central Library,

P10 Dhutedas Street West, i Mississaupa from November 3 to
20 This show will feature vil patntings of the Muskoka area
and will also include scenery [rom the Maritimes and
Alber e, Opening might, with e actist present, is November
o from 7 to % pn, Everyone is welcome, The gallery is not
opren when the room 5 inuse for ather purposes. Enguiries
ety b made al “l.l' .,lu{!m Huunl dv, ;m:‘tnwul ‘H 2?'} TW}

Highway 7, Norval

""CHRISTMAS STOCK”’
HAS ARRIVED!

GIFTS FOR

— EVERYONE —

* HAND WEAVING
* LEATHER

* BRASS

* STAINED GLASS
* POTTERY

* PLAQUES

COME IN EARLY!

A SMALL DEPOSIT WILL SECURE YOUR
GIFT TIL CHRISTMAS.

WE'VE GOTIT ALL AT

Kirk KrAFT STUDIO

B77-2874

Chargox and Masterchargoe Welcomad
Houra: Mon. - Sal. 10:00 a.m, te 6:00 p.m.

a5 Tellow cillizens,

CNLE relies on putilic dona.
tivns for funds needed to
confinue  these  programs,
and I, ns a member of our
cammunily, ask for your
penerons supporl during
CNIB's annual  campaign,
Laking place now  through
Nov. 21

Here are just o few of the
things your donation can help
accamplish.

- A newly blinded man ean
support his family when he

Before
you buy

Z check our

" low, low prices! )

SALES and

TV.

returns to the job market

(ollowing rehabililation and

joh skill training.

- A blind mother can learn
new techoicues for ru:lnm[.,
her Bome aud raising her
family,

- The bewildered parents of a
bhind child ean be more
confident of a bright future
for their youngster,

» Prevention of blingdness
programs, such as glaucomna
tesling, can continue.

Money can’t buy sighl byt

phll

TR

your denation will help bling
prople  belp themselves
through the continuing CNIB
services you help support.
Make sure CNIB is always
there to help by contribuling
penerously to the 1980 cam-
paign goal of $4 800
Please miail your dona-
tions: . C-0 Don Jaryie, 61
Lynden Circle, Georgetown,
(nt., L7G 4Y7
Donilacvie
(NIB Campaipn Chairman
{416) RT7-0258

NOW IN FULL SWING AT MILLIERE TV

Heare is your golden chance to save money on the television equip-
ment youve been dreaming aboult.

The annual sale knocks up to
$230.00 off Faclory Suggested List Prices on some items!

“rea )
ColorTrak

* iGdem g agnnal g cure) @ B

e 1 iy e

zﬁfl

Foelulie Tl R

We've made a super purchase
trom the factory and are passing
the savings on to you!

SERVICE

14 Wesleyan St. (Just O#f Main)

We service what we sell!
NOW IN OUR 28th YEAR

IYEARS
WARFLANTY on
MCTURE TURE,
FARTH SXmMACE

AABOLR

877-3405

- GEORGETOWN’S

ONE STOP
-DECORATING SHOP

PRE-WINTER SPECIALS!
TERRAFLOR

Resilient Finnrmg
No Wax, Cushion Vinyl

NOW
ONLY

Pre-pasted Vinyls,
Waldec, Walldecor,

$

Fanfare Cotlection.

Dry/Strippable
In Stock

13%.

WALLPAPER
PRICE

Glidden Flat Latex

CEILING
PAINT

Domcor

$11.95...

CARPET SPECIAL!

Save Up To

33.00....

DECORATING CENTRE

- 65 Main St. S

HURRY!

877-4193

DOWN.TOWN

ale Ends Saturday, Nov

ember 1st, 1980




