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One-tier region:
Oakville citizen’s
alternative

A letter sent to Halton regional
chairman Jack Raftis recently by Oakville
resident Allen Klarer makes plenty of
sense to us in light of continuing evidence
that regionzl government has fallen far
short of everyone's expectatmons. His
proposal is one alternative worth con-
sidering. With Mr. Klarer’s blessings, we'd
like to reprint some excerpis: -

“Many cities such as Calgary, Ed-

monton, Vancouver, Thunder Bay and
others are much larger in population than
Halton and have been able to reach stan-
dards of good local government while
maintaining local identities. If such large
one-tler government systems can work well
in other areas, why could Halton region not
operate as efficiently as one city?
. “The problem lies not with the
concept of regional government, but with
the fact that the system in Halton is not one
tier. If only the politicians and others who
want to dominate their small empires,
rather than be part of a larger team, would
look beyond their selfish interests, we
would teke second place to no one. Wouldn't
it be much better if any of the present
mayors - or some other elected official -
wns mayor of Halton rather than having a
regional council chairman appointed?

“Thomas Plunkett's final proposal
{from the pre-1974 Peel-Halton Review of
Local Government, commissioned by the
province) recommends two separate
counties, Halton and Peel. Both would have
one-tier governments, incorporatin
several communities. This principle sti
makes a good deal of practical - and not
necessarily political - sense. :

““The character of such unique areas
as downtown Oakville, or the other historic
parts of,..Halton County of which we are so

roud, need not be changed within this
arger community. Restoration and
preservation of the old blends in with the
new quife successfully in such cities as
Toronto and Vancouver, more successfully
than our frequent attempts to achieve the
same goal, because politicians had more
economic and political clout and more
5;1ppﬂrt from the citizens in the planning
stage.

w1 p, - N
L1

LY ]

A frequently suggested solution to
the preblems facing Halton is to reject the
regional system altogether and revert to
the successiul structure of the 1850s. By
extension of this backward thinking, we
could improve conditions even more by
returning all the way to the hamlet form of
government or take the ultimate step of
going back all the way to bleck-by-block or
farm-by-farm government. We could
protect curselves, hire our own teachers,
put out our fires...we could even produce
our own liquor and not have to pay any
taxes on it.

“Clearly, while such a system
worked well in the 1800s, it can't help us
solve the problems of the 1980s. Nor will
gazing fondly back at the century-old
county system help solve Halton's
problems.

“Citizens who are truly interested in
understanding the forces at work in Halton
should {(observe for themselves) who is
causing the dissension within the regional

. system. A close examination of council

proceedings reveals a small group of
egotistical, sell-secking, argumentative
individuals among many dedicated
representatives of their fellow citizens.
“(Disruplive or self-serving) actions
by elected officials probably help
discourage the many capable men and
women who might otherwise run for office.
“When the captnin and crew of a ship
are inefficient or ineffective and do not
perform according to requirements or
expectations, the ship i3 not destroyed - the

. personnel are changed. This analogy ap-

plies to the current situation in Halton
region. A few poor political performers are
destroying what could be a most effective
form of local government.

“Regional government can work for
all of us if those in office are not guided b
tunnel vision or following their own sellis
interests. Too often, those beside the 26 to
30 per cent who vote in municipal elections
are not heard from or don't wake up until
after the harm is done,

"“It's time to change the captain and
crew of the good ship Halton - for the
benefit of present and {uture passengers
and potential investors."” .
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Paul Dorséy

No haunting promises

I was hoping to write a column this week
about the success or [failure of Halton Hills'
incumbent council members tn meet their own
election promises and predictions made two years
agnon the eve of the 1978 election; a quick check of
nur back issues, however, established that the
matter is nol as siraightforward as I'd expected.

I recalled that election being described os
“issueless” from time to time, although the big
winner al the pells, former Ward 3 Coun. Pele
Fomeroy - the new mayor-elect - insisted he'd heard
plenly of concerns while campaigning that fall. So t
¢heeked hack to what he and other candidates said
both before and after the 1978 election and found few
of the ironies ! thought might provide a few
embarrassing recollections.

| The biggest irony is not really ironic at all,
Biven current circumstances. This is the way an
carly November, 1978, Herald report on an ail-
candidales meeting began:

"The massive residential development
proposed by Focal Properlics Ltd. is clearly
foremast in the minds of candidates for area council
tn Wards 2, 3 and 4.

Pluns, propesals and hopes for resolving the
{ireat Focl Issue were rampant that month, with a
majority of candidales clearly opposed to the
sudden expansion of urban Georgetown and (e
incrensed need for more municipal services that
would result. Two years laler, of course, the issue
remains unresolved; in fact, it's barely an issue
these days, largely because of the urban boundary
study launched this year, by the town with some
financial help from interested developers.

Thal study’s supposed to determine ("once
and for all™) whether councit can pursue its stated
priority of opening new industrial lands AS WELL
AS glving the green light to a much lower priority:
Focal's 1,740 hames. Voters must decide for
themselves where it's heading, but I have te say I'm
nol hopeful.

it's perhaps safe to say that the lack of a
recognizable mojor issue like the Focal controversy
of 1978 has had much to do with the shortoge of
candidates in Lhis year's election; 1 just hope that
voters haven't been [ooled into o sense of security by
lhe current council's urban study.

Candidate Pomeroy called the mayor's office
In 1978 “the atrongest promotlonal tool in the area’

for bringing new smiustry to the town; well, we're
still waiting for light at lhe end of tha! tunnel, too.

The soun-lo-be-mayar spoke bhrieflly about
improving local recreational facilities as well, a
projeclt be thought could be done withoul spending
too mich maney. The Master Parks and Reereation
Plan procluced this past year involved a lot of money
even befure the projecls it recommenda can got
underway.

Other big coneerns of 1074 greater municipal
control vis-a-vis the Crecil Valley Conservation
Anthority and the Niagara Escarpment Comenissi-
on thlltle if any improvement seen), upgrading of
rural reads thitle improvement seénd, a municipal
office for dowatown Acton little progress beyond
what waes aleeady provided thered, the provinee's
plans for a new rojed and bridpe through Norvad
tsipee greatly masdified, but largely by the provinee
aeling alones! and municipal servieing of Glen
Willicvms (snilt apparently o bong way offi,

Was anyihing avcomplished? Candidate
Pomeroy said be'd work hard 1o fugd the Georpe-
Town hibrary bylger guarlers; in the Eargest single
progressive tnve of his admimstration, the rookie
maynr of Hallon Hills amd his council eame through
in o big, big way Faor inany reasans, most beyand
the current council’s contrel, little if any other
progeess has been made in two years, The anly other
exception is the MeNally apartments in George-
town, a success slory in ilself.

The truest words [ eonld Tind ameng Herald
reports fram Iwo years ago came from political
newenmer GJfobn McoBonald, Without wishing 1o
single now-Coun. MeDonald aut among the carpent
candidates, those words still carey- the preatest
weight and the most sincerity: Challenged at™ o
public imeeling for Jus lack of political experience,
the corporate persennel manager contended that
crthusiasm, amtd not experience, is the mos)
naportant prerequisile for the job; he said he'd keep
the channels of commumication open with voters in
his ward, and by all secounts, he's ronsistently done
that on a personal level that baes ceflects e pature
wf  municipal povermment. No doubt other
incumbents have mainipined that kind of lialson to
the same extent, but | suspecl none has dene so as
(uietly and stngle-mandedly as the rookie councillor
fram Ward 1.

Let's hope mure follow his simple example.
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THERES omMiLy ownNc

By Stewart
Mack.cod

(Hiawn Bureap
of The lerald

In.all these federal-provincial
copferences, not lo mnention the
vonstant bickering that poes on
hetween provineial capitals and
Eiflawa, the premiers invariably point
out that they are speaking on behall of
the people of their provinee. And when
the premicers get together, all of them
spreakang on behalf of their people, you
stmetinies come away with the ides
Phast C3lawa is some foreign power.

Premicr Reve Levesque of Quebee
has  freguently referced 1o the
“foreign’ people in Utawad, and more
recently he has been referring o
federal negaliators as “Ottawn pnys. "
Premier Peler Lougheed of Alberta is
[and of suggesting thal Glawa doesn’t
understand Atherting, and Newlound-
Jand Prermier Brian Pecklord certainly
feels he is protecling the interests of

Newfoundlanders my any negutiatinns

with Oltawa.
There are frequent  eomplainds

ahoat federal  intrusions'
provincial jurisdiclions. In {act, not
only s Ollawa semetimes considered a
foreign power, il could casily be
pereeived as an enemy power.

DEFESD INTEREST

S0 it was good to hear Finance
Minister Allan MacEachen take on this
pereeplion when he rose in the
Ciommons to make his conlribution to
the constitution debate, The same
comiments could have been made by
any of the 232 Members of Parliament,
but the only ane who seems (o make a
point of defending Ottawa's integrity
a% a representative of all the people are
the members from Quebec. Perhaps
they are more conscious of the need to
issue such reminders.

Bt with the increasing emphasis
i federal-provineial  feuding, what
Mackaghen saud seems well worth
repeating. What be wanted Ius
stidicnee 1o know was that he was senl
in Olawa to represent the electors of
Cape Brelon-Highlands-Canso anid he
win nat to be referred teas an “Ottawa
guy."

"l happen to be a represenlative of
the peaple of dan amportanl parl of
Canada i the province of Nova Scatia,
and 1 orepard every other dMember of
Parlizment, nol as an “Ottawa puy”
bul a5 o person whe has been given a
manlate hy his ele¢tors 1o come to the
Parbament of Canada and o
debhberate in the Parbameni of
Canada, and it happens, hy accident
and unl by the intrinsic nature of our
maancdate, that the location of these
ileliberations is Olawa,

Into

Ottawa like a foreign nation

when MPs forsake ridings

“Why shrink from the epportunity
tor deal with this important matter in
the Parliament of Canada.™

ATBOMP

Whenever o cabinel minister
makes a statement-and 1t really
toesn’t malter whether he is Conserva-
live or Laberal--you tend to identify it
with official Ottawa. 1t's easy 1o forget
that he s also an MP representing o
particular gonstituency, probably
hundreds of miles removed from the
capital. And wilth assistznce from
provincial spokesmen, iU's also casy to
forget that Parliament represents real
peaple. As if lo remind us of this,
MacEachen did not defend the govern-
ment's constitulinnal- packapge as o
cviabinet mimster, but as an MP for
Cape Breton-Highlands Canso.

I am debghted that this
paarlicular resolution will provide ta the

- Acvadhans 1 my constituency in the

countivs of Inverness, Hichmond and
Antigonish, the opportuniiy if the
parents so wish, for children to be
educated in the French lanpuage. ...

"I find it very difficult as a
representative of those Acadians not to
e deeply touched ol the opporiunity 1
shall have when this mation comes to
the vote tostand in this House on their
Behalf . .and vindicate their patience "

Only when MacEachen made these
remarks did I realize how long it has
bren since 1 heard another cabinel
minisler aclually talk about people in
his or her riding rather than about
povernment palicies, If more of them
did, perhaps Otlawa wouldn't scem so
remole from the people.

Canada’s ‘top dog’ status

awaits Japanese green ‘lightl

Queen’s

By Derek

Nelson

Queen's 'ark Higeeay
af The Herakd

The bottom line in Canada-Japan
Fravde shauld sind st Hhe the CANIDL
nuchear regetor.

Thal's why it was jpood to hear
hille stringht Lalking from Industry
andd Taurism Minister Larey Grossmnn
al the Canada-dapan Trivle Council
Sympesivm bhere recently

Those who matter in the Japanese
power atrogtore will eventoally either
se Lhe tex ool his speech, or i digest of
bis remarks. The workl's number two
industrial power should lake niote,

Elar muee thin e Anericans ever
die, the Japapese treat Canadians oy
hewers of wod nnd miners of metal.
While we bave o trade susplus wilh
Jupan, mgre snles are 07 per cent raw
nyiterials.

And ps Grossman nested, "Our

resaurces are not inexhaustible.'”

Biunt e the extremce of a
pefitictan,  Grossman's  remarks
roamed thee whaole range of Japanese-
Canadoin trade difficulties, from
Bruving our auto parls 1o lack of joint
venlures

NOTFALR

e zeroed in on Japan’s refusal 1o
play the rade game the same way at
hoth emls, as (he Japanese demand
avvess for their manufactured
preclucts  while haMing ours  there
thraugh the s of nan-tariff barriers.

“The [ederal povernment should
Iw* making it clear that we are ol
content o remain an open and passive
markel for the manufactured poods of
any nntion whose own policies largely
exclude our manulaclured produocts
fram ils domestic markel,” hie said.

i should also be made elear that
wir are seeRing markel nceess where i
vaunts for Canada--in high teehnology
produets

And that's where the CANDU
comes in. Noclear technnlogy is nat
jusl s area where Cunada is among
e world Ileaders. It is the world
leader No ather country cames close,

TOH® TG

Ina Listing of the lfetime perform-
ance of 1M nuclear reaclors world-
withe, Conpda’s eight CANDUs took
positinng one, 1hree through seven, 18
and 41,

(htr one relalive failure exceeded
e performance of nine of Japan's 13
renclors, and the resl of ours exy sedegd
all of theirs. Moreover, it is Jo; anese

pulicy Lo build 3 heavy water reoclor
such as the CANDU, :

Grossman warned Lthe Trade
Symposium thai "we are looking for a
positive decision te buy the CANDU
nuerlear syslem,

A decision tv buy our country's
miclear sysiem will be interpreted by
s s a signal that Japan is prepared Lo
take o mnjor step lowards achieving
hilaleral trade in the true sense of the
word

“Tt will bhe interpreted by us as n
signal that Japan is prepared fo enter
inlo a technological partnership with
Canada-a partnership which is based
on o spirit of co-operation.”™

MILD THREAT

Whid went unspoken, but which the
Japinese would be blingd not to see, is
the kind of signals a refusal to
purchase CANDU will send.

Buying the CANDL} js mere than n
symbol. Beeause of the decline in the
prowth of demand for electricily here
sinee ODPEC In 1974, our local market
no longer needs one new reaclor o
vear, as old Torecasts sugpesied,

Ye! for the industry to avoid the
fate of the Avro Arrow and remaln
viable, we must sell that many, hepce
the emphasis on exports.

The Japanese refusal o buy our
competitive, proven technology Is
simply profectionist economics of the
first orcler,

If it eontinues, then, as Grossman
satd. Cuttnda “"'may well be forced to
turp  its  attention  to  olher
alterpatives,”™

Halton’s
History

"From our files
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THIITY YEARS AGUO — A highlight of the
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, Horse Show for Mrs,
Ken Mehillnnwas Arthur Cenddfrev's autograph on o
program. The McMillany, with Mr. and Mrs. Bob
Lane, altended the show last week and sat in an
adjacent box to thal of the Tamous radio star and his
wife. M, Godfrey was showing his palomino horses,

{ne ol the year’s most anticipated parties is the
Lions Masquerade which was held Monday in the
Hese Hoom. This year the party set & new standard
of quatity and eriginality of costuming and it was np
small task for the judies to chivose prize winners. s

A Geurpgetown man, Aubrey C. (Mag) McBride
wits o prizewinner in the Cambridgeshire Irish
aweepstikes last week. He held a lickel on a horse:
which was scratched and will receive 50 pounds. M.
MeBride, who was on the staff of McClure's Homp
Furnishings, has been a patient in Hamilton
Sanitorium for over & year. It is good to know that he
is making pund progiress and is now able to be up fqr
parl of cach day. !
TWENTY YEAHRS AGO — What council hupes
might he a happy precedent to eslablish is p
“sharing arrangement” with two Shelley Streat
residents for sidewalk installation, John Easdale, 50
Shelley Street, and his neighbor, Norman Reese,
have offered to supply materials if tie town will Loy
the sidewalks in [ront of their hames :

Coun. Tan Ciass wants to call a meeting inviting
represeatalives from the Chamber of Commerce,
Industrial Commission, industry and olther tnlerest.
ed groups, to discuss the possibilities of a landing
field for aircraft in this vicinity,

Mecting in Milton Tuesday evening, officials of
the North Hallon Hetarded Children's Association
and guests planned & 1960 canvass lor funds Lo butld
a new Sunshine School for retarded children,

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Ella were surprised on
Sunday morping whett a man came ta their home
wis badly beaten up, robbed and his car had heen
stolen on Highway 401, Ella’s called the police and
they came and picked up the man

Slill hopeful that citizens will treat the new
Rememberance Park with the respect which & war
memorial should command, council on Monday
vlked about the prablem af children playing in the
park. ,

Georgetown Council, throuph Halton MPP Stan
Husll, is seeking on audience with Minister of
Highways Cass o state the town's case for 3 Ninth
Line access road to Highway 401, There is a prowing
fecling in town that the lown’s industrial {ulure
would brighten if such & road were creatled.

Acton residents are up In arms aboul air
poliution A six-man  delegation from  Glenlea
subdivision heard Mayor Joha Gov tell them council
had done nothing about it i pollulion since the air
pollution bylaw was voled down by last year’s
council. y

While labhor vpportunitivs witl not be boosted,
the lown's indusirial assessment will pet a Lift from
a new building now under construction on Arms-
trong Avenue, near Avian plant. A 2,000 square Tool
concrete block structure will house a distributing
centre for Canada Bread Co. LAd, The company
plans {o truck bread in large vans from Toronto,
then use the Georgetown hulding as a dispalching
point for smaller vehicles an the daily run,

thphway 401 between Alillon and Hespeler is
eapected o be put into use on November 7, about
ape week later than earhier forecast and one week
carlier than intimated about one month ago.

TEN YEARS AGO — Charges are pending against
lwo local juveniles following a bomb scare at
Georgetown  District lih School recently, The
assistance of the Bell Telephone Company and
investigation by the Georgetown Policr Departiment
led to Lhe charges.

When the reconslruction of Highway 7 s
completed, Silvercreek Variety Store will be lefy
highand dry, with little traffic or ctustomers tn keep
it goime. Al this point, the highway will swing away
inacurve, from the store, passing behind i, leaving
enly the Seventh Line traffic as poessible visitors to
the slare,

Owner Dick Pedverse savs it's “like sudden
death. we're pp against o salid rock and there's
nothing we can do™. He points out that there's fo
campensalion from the Department of Highways
who are takine awayv his business.

A bwo-man race for mavor and an clection -is
vither Ward 1 or Ward 2 are now definite according
the latesi news on the Georpetown election front.
Williom K. Smith, a Ward I counciller and vouncil
member since 1963, told The Herald this week he
will be a mayorally candidate. Mayor Wheldpn
Emmerson announced some time ago he will nol
seek re-eleclion. And subsequently Ron Dodokin
said he would be a candidate. )

The Canadian Union of Public Employees
representing 200 carelakers with the Halten County
board of education, have taken their contracl
negoliations to conciliation. The cootract expired
July L, hut lhe CUPE representatives was tied up
wilh postal nepotiations at  that time, so the
cavetakers’ bargaining didn't begin until Septempb-
"r, A

A coroner's jury probing last week inlo“the
death of a constructian worker recommended
¢conslruction companies be required to employ one
man for each job sile to be responsible Tor seeing
safety requirements are enforced. The jurors also
supgiested that earth-meving equipmenl be equip-
ped with a second rear vision mirror. The inquest
was inlnthe deathof a Gall man, Antonio Resendes,
who died instantly when a 40-ton earth-moving
machine backed aver him at the construction site of
thi Scotch Block conservation dam.

ONE YEAIR AGO — Concerned rural residents
would be “crazy'' not to seek a tax cul next year,
Mayaor Pete Pomeroy ndmitted this week as o new
draft bylaw resteicting the movement of heavy
trucks nlong certain roads emerged as the town's
fatest attempt to curtail prablems stemming from
wiyside gravel pit operations in Halton Hills,
Sanclloned by the general committee Monday night,
the bylaw prohibits the movement of trucks
welghing in excess of five tonnes along the Fourlh
and Sixth Lincs and the 17 and 20 Sideroads belween
Lhe hours of 6 p.m. and 7 a.m,

Mayer Pete Pomeroy has proposed that the [apd
locnied soulh of Georgetown, which belongs to
Mclaughlin Associates, be deferred [rom the
regiona) official plan until the question of sewape
capacity is seltled ance and for all. In a notice of
motion 1o planning board last night, Mayor Pome
roy proposed that the property [veated soulh of
Hungry Hallow between the Eighth and Ninth Lines,
south to 10 Sideroad, be deferred from the regionnl
official plan, which is now awaiting approval from
the Ministry of Housing., This means the plan will
have “virtually no designatien™, under the plon and
will be incligible for development,

In the hopes of guarantecing a provincial grant
far the project, the town's genernd commliltee has
recommended that councll should formally indicate
lts Jntenllon {o restore Acton’s old town hall. The
somewhal cautious decision eame Mopday night
after committee members were assured Lhat their
resolution did not comnmit the town to restorlng the
hisleric Willow Sireel building, but shoply repres-
enled its willlngness lo contribute up to $40,000 Yo
restoration coats, estimated nt $200,000 in tolal,




