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John Somaer and hls wile Gisela accived in Conada from West Germany in 1951 and worked
around Canada before setiling Into the Charles Street, Georgetown, home which seon became
- Gallery House Sa), the communiiy s premiere showease for the fine nrts. the gallery's first show
in 1962 inchuded work by Rovkwood sculptor Josef Dreniers, whose “*Mother and Child”, seen
here, bs still part of the Sommers’ permanent collectlon,

The Haltan Hills Arts Councll was formed three vears agoe by representutives of u
dozen local fireups nnd organlzations who shared the bellef that the town's arls community
can beneflt (rom sedldarily and o united voice, Accommodaling the needs of a growlng
soapulation, the Arts Councll evolved as an umbrella veganizatlon deslgned to promote

tndividual visusl and performing arts as an alternatlve form of recrention,

Through

Bummerfest, on annval celebration of the arts, the furthcoming * Muslesl Trillght'” cuncert
scries und many other undertukings, the Arts Council han taken great sirides toward

- meeting §ts mundate. For more informatlon about the Arts {ouncil, phune presidenti
Gretchen Pray at K77-8640 or publicity direclor Gall Finlayson at #77-0357,
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Its unigquencss  established
by its residential setting,
Gatlery House Sol - Georjle-
town's “'Sonnenhaus™ has
heen an imtegral part of the
area's arts community new for
18 years, consistently serving
its owners” amhbition to share
stimulaling artwork within the
context of a **private home",

John and Gisela Sommer
moved into the 45 Charles St.
residence in 192 and gave
their new home its gallery
matme in Aupust of that year,

"QOur aim was, and still is, to
make visitors feel they have
¢ome o o private house
whose owners care for and
enjoy the visual arts of our
time,”” Mr. Sommer explained
recently. **We wanted to share
the finest and maost stimulatling
creatinns we couid find with
more than just o handlul of
fricnds.

“And of course, we hoped
that!some of our visitors would
be tempted to buy.”

House Sol's [irst exhibllion
wias a proup show  which,
fittingly enough, featured the
paintings and sketehes of
Georgelown's PFrank Black,
long the communily's single
most dynamic artistic foree,
s well as works by George-
town librarian and artist
Marjorie Nazer, Hockwood
sculptor Yosef Drenters and
others.

“"Eighteen years ago (when

] Master printer’s gallery show

startling in its imagery

By PAUL DORSEY
Hernld Editor

A master printmaker of
ever-inereasing stoture,
whose talents are much in
demand among many inter-
national arlists, wvisitled
Georgetown Saturday lo
open a dazzling show of his
wark lrom the past few years
at Gallery House Soi,

Rudelf ' Bikkers, the pre-
cacious Dutch immigrant
who founded the already-re-
nowned Edilions Canada
printmaking” workshop in
London, Ontariv, oniy five
years ago, was on hand lo
greel gallery owners John
and Gisela Sommer and their
guests and palrons on the
first day of his one-man
show, which runs until Nov.
6.

Mr. Bikkers' handcolored
citchings and painlings cm-
botdy much of the artiats’s
own dynamic vitality, draw-
ing on a number of comman
themes and molifs and em-

pltoying a generally surreal-
istic rendering o produce
some siartding images.,

It is in printmaking, how.
ever, that Mr. Bikkers seems

ta shine the brightest, a

characteristic that has caug- -
ht the eye of many of this

continent's lop arlisls, cach

nne seeking ta turn his own

private vision inle slirring,

colorful pictures through the

technical processes of ihe
printshop.

“He is 0 master printer to
many because he's so unig-
ue,"” Mr. Sommer says.
“IHe's o fine artist in his own
rigiit, bul he has such an
incredible feeling for the
wuork of others that 1 can't
help fecling his own work
may soon take second
place.”

Mr. Sommer refers o
Mr. Bikkers ''that rare com-
bination of businessman and
artist™ by virture of his suc-

" cessful print workshop in

London, which recenlly pre-
pared o series of prints for
internationally-knewn artist
Karel Appel,

The masler printer’s own
work is sometimes reminisc-
ent of Albrecht Durer, some-
times linked to more recent
graphies by M.C. Escher. In
his “Icon" series, Mr. Blk-
kers has painted a series of
original, surrealistic designs
on top of identical elched
backgrounds using minute
brushstrokes in acrylic and
e termpera. Scissors float
into the picture toclip in hall
one of the soft, round balls
which recur throughout the
series, some bearing eyes,
some simply grinning.

In the "Concerto” series,
five separate classical musle
pieces have inspired Mr. Bik-
kers to creale a similar
group of prints using original
peometrically-based designs
and varying, muled colors.
Each is breathtaking; comb-
tned, the series ¢arrics an

efiormous, unified tmpaet.

In the large print, *28
Proespeet St.°, Mr. Bikkers
places floating images - a
pair of isolated eyes, o croc-
ked cppshell - in front of a
lightly-toned backdrop feat-
uring a realistic painling of
his house-workshop on Lond-
on's Prospect Street. The
effect is enlirely three-dim-
ensional and, althoupgh near-
Iy as "pop"*-oricnted ay seme
of the whimsical *'Icon® ser-
ies, ahsorbing for its serious
tone and expressivencsa.

In all, the Bikkers cxhib-
ilion - the first of Gallery
Sol's new season - is o
modestlydislurbing, invar-
jiably exciting show, one
which provides evidence of
House Sol's own growlng sta-
ture as a gallery devolted to
quality artwork which trans:
eends the more papular bul
infinitely mere mundane
work of so many small-town
exhibitors. -

House Sal opencd), ort was
still an infanl in this country,
angd in some respect, this is
U1 the case,”™ Br. Sommer
commenled. “But appearanc.
es have changed, ot least:
Torants had only six commer-
cial galleries devated to quali-
ty arl! Quiside Toronto, no
pallerivs existed. A small-lown
pallery with big-city standards
was an unheard-of thing., We
felt like pioncers.™

Ironically, when the George-
town pallery finally ghined
substantial recopnition, il
came mainly from Torento.
Only recently has word begun
to spread lecally about the
kind of suphisticated artwork
on view at House Sol and about
the gallery's attractive and
complementary selting.

Today, House Sol affers
about ten exlubitions a year,
arranging [ive in 1he spring
and five in the fall. Its firs!
show of the current season
apened Saturday (see separaty
stary, this page’. .

“Untid 1967, we exhibited the
‘fine arts” only, but since then,
we've been a showease for the
applicd arts’ teraflls), too.
Finely crafted picees of glass,
cecamic or stlver are shown
nleagside paintings, sculpture
or any of the oripinal print
media, such as etehing, engra-
ving, lithography, woodeuls
and serigraphy.”’

AMr. and Mrs. Sommer stress
that the calibre of the artists
and the qualivy of their waork is
the ““hackbone” of any gallery,
and point nut 1that House Sol's
repulation has pained much
through the contributiona and
visits of some 200 artisis and
artisans.

Amaong’ the pallery’s best.
knowna Canadian exhibitors
are Sandra Allwerger, Willlam
Armsirang, Barbara Astman,
Jack Dush, Rudall Bikkers,
Charlotte Brainerd, Frank

" Black., Claudelte Houlanger,

Gerry  Bremder a0 Brandis,
Judith Almond Best, Tem
Coulter, Syhil Calverley,
Dantel Crichlon, Liz and Peter
Covivlly, Yosel Drenters,
Andreas Drenters, Robert
Dowaing, Ken Danby, Barker
Fairley, Frances Gage,
Nicholas Hornyansky, Carl
Heywaod, HRobert Held,
Gearge Hawken,. Leonard
Hutchinson, Katja Juacohs,
Macia Jennsings, Francine
Kuypers, Lise Levinsohn, Ken
MeCauley, Sharon Merkur,
Inpcbore Mohy, Marjorie
Nazer, Frivda Nelson, Jock
Nichnls, Leonhard QOesterle,
Apnes Olive, Heeva and Alan
Perkinsg, Jo Manning-Tlothfels,
and Lyn Wiggins.

Renowned international
artisls whuse work has
similarly praced Gallery Sof's
witlls include Otmar Alt, Piera
Doracie, Asger Torn, Johnny
Fricdlacnder, Robert Indiana,
Horst  Janssen, Holf Meyn,
Peter Sedpley, Morwennan
Thistlethwaite and Victor
Vasarely

Highlighting House Sol's
own contributions to the Cana-
than arts  ¢ommunity  have
been several graphic pecliolies
published by the gallery in
numbered editions. "Prinlers
14" began the series in 1965,
incorporating single, original
prints executed by 34 dilferent
arlisls. It was followed three
years later by "'Quotations
from Huang [*o™, which offer-

ed sewen etehings by Charlotte .

Brainerd.

NIX RELIEFS

The same year, House Sol
published **Ecliptic Six™,
featuringt six relief prinls by
Sylvin Singer. In 1970, “White™
presented five embossings in
partfoliec form by Katjo
Jacabs.

Mr. and Mrs. Sommer are
keen supperlers of the new
arts complex being conslruct-
ed o nearby Market Slreet.
Their shared belief that any
comipunity needs such a
public gallery facility has
prampted them to orpanize
several non-commercial
exhibitions over the years,
bepinming in 1967 with "One
Man's Choice’, o cellection of

. praphics from the Kitchener

eollection of J.H. Smythe,

The artwork that appears in
some Georgetown homes was
gathercd for the House Sol's
1972 survey, while the sun,
self-portrails,
histary and the male and
femade penders have provided
unifying themes for athier such
exhibitions held since then.

The aforementioned
Marjoric Nazer, now relired
frowy library work but very
much active in the fline and
applicd arts, returns {o House
Sol Nov, 8 for a targe exhibili-
on of her work alongside some
ceramics by Torante's Oz
Pursons.,

The show will be followed
Nov. 29 by the pallery's annual
Chrisimas sale, an ideal oppor-
lunily to purchose some
beauliful and elassy gifts.

The first show of the now
year will feature 70 botanical
walercolors by John Revell,
each ane an originad as depict-
erd in the newly-published
Toronto University Press book
“AndSome Brought Flowers™,
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Using rungh averuges, Georgetown's Gallery louse Sol - o member of the Halton Hills Arts
Councll - has placed upwards of 10,000 pleces of artwork before the public alnce its opening 18
yearsogo, The Charles Street gallery has about ten shows b year, cach one festuring an average
of 50 paintings, drawings, prinis or three dimensional works.
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oHoking her own covskle sculplures™ while headeast by Leonbhnrd Oecesterle looks on

upprovingly, Glsele Soimnmer und husband Joho have never themselves token palotbroch Lo
canvas, bul brought their deep-rooted love for art with them from l‘.irrmnrty 26 years ago. They've

been an intepral and actlve part of the [ncad arts community since seitling in Georgetown In 1962,
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Acton Arts and Crafts
v EXHIBITION

St. Alban’s Hall, Acton
10-4 Saturday

- =F
B T = L'_ L e
ot - T B . Ty e P e 1
- IR o
R § g e
- o W P -
7+ AN R
i fa: H w Laiy ! ; a l'.f:w [
s u g it £ Y i e Ll
i = Ty ::I-I ir .IJ-". re
o P i

[ = | "! ! b o 8
L‘fl i ; : ,

.
h " = -
W | oo i e — .

.-
: >

e Py e T
n . L

Sk, i =
- g =

Acton  resldent el Howse has boen making (hese
“Jace-draped” Hgurines for skx years. She exhihited snd sold her
creations nt the Ik nnnuat Arts ond Crafts senle and exhibit held
Saturday at the North Hpelton Golf and Country Club, Craftwork

f

done by members of Acton Arta and Crafts will be on sale at the

group's annunl sale Saturday at 88, Alban's Hall In Acton from
10 a.m. (a4 p.n.

{Herald photo)
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This ftgurine s enlled "Rebecea®, and is a asmple of the
poreclaln Migurines ereated by Del llowse, ane of the members of

Aclon Arts and Crafls.
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Oneof the founders of Acton Arts and Crafis, Jean Denny, Is shown here with samples of her
handlwork. Allthe members of the group work at several different cralts, and gather totalk while

they work. The group meets on the sccond Tuesday of ench month In the basement at the Acton

Pubilc Llhrary.

{(Merald photo)

Sharing time, hobbies

key to their success

The Acton Arts and Crafls

group has resurrected  the

pioneer tradition of gathering
ta work on their handicraflts
and socinlize while working.

The grovp-was [ormed In
1969 by three women, Jean
Denny, Florence Wilkin and
Loaura Diltrich. They felt they
might be more molivated Lo
work al their various crafts if
they had someone to talk to
while they worked.

When the group first started,
they met once a week as o
working group in members’
homes. Now the group meets

|
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ance a menth in the meeting
room at the Acton Library.
Group member Del Howse
says there is plenty of room fer
more members o work; and
the group would welcome new
members.

The group holds an exhibiti-
on and sale ecach year, this
yvear being the 11th annual
sale. The sale will be held this
Saturday at 5t. Alban's Parish
Hall in Acton from 10 a.m. lo 4
pr.im.

Membership in the group
currently stands at eight, and
each member will have
samples of her work at the
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Ench of the members is
involved in more than one
handleraft. Mrs. Howse makes
porcelain figurines, Ince-
draped poreelain and ceramic
ftems.

Other crafts which the group
works with include hand-
weaving, leather work, wood
burning, baltik, painting,
knitling, crochei, crewel,
macrame, quilting, greeting
carids and baskelry.

Admission loSaturday’ssale
is free, and there will be a
jucky draw.




