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Not an_expensive hobby

T'racing your family tree an addiction, author says

By LORITAYLOR
Herpld StalflWrlter

Researching  your family
background is an addiction but
alot less dangerous and expen-
sive than tobacco and liquor,
author Angus Baxter told a
group of would-be gencalopgisis
lasl week.

Aire. Baxter, aulhor of a boak
called "tn Search of Your
Roots-a Guide for Canadians
Secking Their Ancestors',
addressed o group of interest-
ed people at Cedarvale in an
evening sponsared by the Hal-
ton Hills Library.

Mr. Baxter's book is a gulde
1o the sources of information
available to people trylng to
trace their -family history,

either in North America-orin

Eurcpe. During the course aof
his talk, he outlined briefly
somie ©of these sources of
informalion.

Mr, Baxter said the two most
common questions he hears
from people considering
searching for their ancestors
are, “How much will it cost
and “*How far back will I be
able to go?™

M YEARS

With any reassenable luck,
you should be able to go back
aboul 200 years--250 is about
average,” Mr. Baxler said.
"The cest will a maximum of

$250 or $300, and you can

control how much you spend,
You can say, 'Hey {"'m spend-
ing toa much on this’, and you
can stop."

There 15 only one way to
trace your [amily, Mr. baxter
said. and that's to start with
yoursell and go backwards.
There’s no poin! in picking a
famous person from history
with the same last name and
trying to prove he's your
ancestor, because it won't
work.

“Talk to anyone you can in
vour family and [ind out what
they know or what they've
heard,” Mr. Baxter said.
“Write cverylhing down as
soon a5 you're told, and don't
trust your memory,"

More volunteers
are needed Y

Ay DEE BUTWELL
The executive members of
the Halton Hills Unit of the
Cancer Sociely mel on
Seplember 23 for thelr monthly
business meeting,

Barbara Skinner, President,
discussed the immediate
problem facing the unit, which
is one of finding new wvolun-
leers to assist tn the very
impertant programs of educa-
tion, service to patients, and
vampaign. Excelteat training
is previded for new recruits. If
anyone wishes to become a
volunteer and become involv-
ed in serving our community
as a Cancer Sociely member,
please ¢all the Society's office
at §7i-1124.

Norma Carlisle informed
members that the Knilling
Activity group has met, and is
very well organized for knilt-
ing, macrame, and crafll
projects.

Commemoration Funds
Chairman, Cynthia Green,
reported that to date in 1980,
$12,620.43 has been donated to
our unit and branch through
beguests and in memotrioms.

Thanks were expressed (o
those volunteers who had

worked al the Society's educa- -

tional booth at the C.N.E. by
Mary-Ellen Bridge, Education
Chairman,

Claudeite Smith, campaign
chairman, stated that the
Terry Fox Marathon of Hope
fund now totals o very
impressive $27,000.00 in Halton
Hills. The peopic of gur arca
are to be praised and sincerely
thanked for their extremely
generous and nll-out support of
Terry's dream - to ralse $22

" mitlicn for c¢ancer research.

Terry has touched the hearl
and pockelbook of everyone in

Halton Hills,

To dale, $78.000.00 hus been
raised durtng the 1980
campaipgn, which is well over
our target of $38,000.00. This
oulstanding achievement is
certalnly due to the hard work
of hundreds of dedicated
campaign volunteers; Lthe
continued strong financial
support frem The Hallon Hills
pecople; and the wonderful
coverage and support given lo
many sociely aclivilica
throughout the year by The
Herald.

The Celly Puppet Show will
be appearing in public schoals
very soon, as part of the
primary education program.

Open Pit

Near Hibbing, Minne-
sota, one of the world's
largest open-pit iron mines
is about three miles long,
a mile wide, and deep
envugh to bury a 50-story
building.

s wnd te get decorated.

“"Women are the custodions
of family history,” he conlin.
ued. “They know far more
than any man aboul every- .
thing that's happened to the,
femily. If you find an clderly
aunt you've polt it made,
You'll not only have ber know.
ledge, you'll have what she
heard (rom ber mother and
grandmather.

Mr. Baxter warmed apninst
believing  totally in  stories
handed down  through the
[amily

FAMILY STORIES

"Write down Tamily stories,
but don't necessarily believe
them. I'm not suggesting your
family  for generations has
been congenital liars, but stor-

What was really o smalt
cottage becomes a 25-roem
house, Duen't discount them,
but don’t believe them tw beo
totally true either."”

Fumily Hibles and family
photeulbums are good sources
of information on  [aumily
evenls, names and dates, Mr.
Baxter said. At onetime il was
fashionable to give a newly-
wed couple a Bible to record:
the big vvents in the family
they were starting,

“You won't find out much
about your ancestors, whether
they were sainis or sinners,
uniess they were writlen up in
a local history book,” Mr,
Baxter said. "You'll know
when they were born, who they
martied, their. ehildren, when
they died, what land they
owned, maybe lww  much
moncy they had.”

As an  encoutagement o
would-be  genedlogists,  Mr,
Baxler described his own cir-
cumstances, which are about
as daunting as could face
someony trving to trace his
ancesiors His [father died
when Mr. Baxter was four
vears old, his grandfather a
year later. He bad no clderly
relatives, he was an only child,
and his eousins were all sever-
altimes removed. Evenso, he
managed to trace his family

Yy

The Acton branch will host
the annual meeting on October
2R,

thich G080 yedars.
CIVIL REGISTIVATION
The hirst source «f informa-
hon in Onano is Civil legis-
tration, which Is housed at

Queen’s Park.  This iy where
information on births, marri-
apes and deaths is kept, back
ter JHS, when clvil regustration
became Tnw,

Angus Haxter, suther of the boek “In Search of Your
Hloats', shows » souvenlr of his penealogical research.  Mr.
Bastier talked aboul the varlous sources of infermatlon avallable
for people texlng ta trace thele Gunlly tree.
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877-0387
HALTON HILLS SHOPPING CENTRE

'GEORGETOWN TIRE SALES LTD.

Pre- M{intef_ _
Snow Tire Sale

5 /o November 1, 1980

OFF

Manufacturer's suggested
retail price. Sale snds

GOODSYEAR

Traction on ice
without studs

Radial performance,
economical price.

THE ICE RADIAL VIVA XG

Goodyear's finest winter tire.
Special tread rubber remains
flexible even at sub-zero
tempearatures for positive:
traction on icy roads.

SAVE
o 16
TO PR35 T5A15
EACH INSTALLED)

762y

83
B EACH

F185-75-13
P185-75-14

P205-75-15

GEORGETOWN TIRE SALES LTD.

26 Guelph 5., Georgetown

The perfect winter tire match
for ariginal equipment radiais.
Computer designed tread gives
maximum bite on ice or in snow.

SAVE
up 1 14
TO P225-75R15
P165-80A13 5

EACH INSTALLED)

13
EACH

ar
EACH

pa0s75R45 £ TEEEH

P185-75R-14 6

Prior to 1075, Lhis type of
mfarimation 15 available from
church recocds, lwe locations
of which vary with the differ-
ent denominations. Pullie
records of cemeleries and
tombstones are also sources of
informution, because they
often list the place of bicth as
well us birth dale ond the
name of the person’s spouse,

Another source of informa-
tivn is wills, but il is rarc lo
find wills in {Ontario, although
thoy go back to about 17%.
They're rare, simply because
unless someone had property
or knew they were dying, they
didn't boltller making out o
will, Mr. Baxter sald. If (he
fnmily was in agreement as lo
how the property was (o be
divided, they didn't bother to
get the will probaled if there
was one,

CENSUS

There are consus materiols
available [rom the years 1851,
1851, 1871 and 1881, which have
extensive informalion about
each person under the roof the
day of the vensus,

More modern census mater-
ial is svaled o protect the
privacy of persons still living,

‘Fhe censuses are available
Inthe provincial archives, Mr,
Haxtersald. All that's needed
is an address of some kind. In
the country, knowing the towsn-
ship 1s enough. In the city, a
sireet name would be needed.

Local libraries are useful,
because someone may have
completed rescarch on a fam-
ity already and lodged a copy
of the research with the library
ina cemmunily where it would
be of interest, Mr. Baxter said.
ke said the Meaford Libirary,
for example, has exlensive
infarmation aboul the ecarly
setilers of the cammunily com-

piled by a resident and donated
to the liicary,”

Lrolng researcit on ancestors -

everseas doesn’t mean rushing
to "the old country”, Mr.
Baxter soid, and he advised
being thoraogh in preparation
before leaving Canada.  He
sugsres ted making sure exaclly
where the records are ket
before leaving Canada,

RECORDS OFFIUES
[t's not necessary lo leave
the country, however, because
much information is avasable
by writing records olfices in
Europe, provided the inguiring

STARTING NOW _
FALL PLANTING TIME

FOR AN ESTIMATE CALL

HARRY 416-877-4390
OR
BEN 519-855-4355

_B. & H. LANDSCAPING

party covers the cost of the
relurn posiage.

Another possible source of
information Is distant rela-
lives, Mr, Baxter szid, e
proposed writing to the [ocal
newspaiser in the area where
une's ancestors were seitled
and asking for anyone des-
vonded from that branch of Lhe
family tosend any information
they have.

Mr. Baxter showed a pistel
dating from the 1T)0's, belong-
ing o a cousin of an ancesior of

his wile's, The man had been

part of an uprising which had

alternpled ta overthrow King
George I, and when the upris-
ing failed and he was eaptured,
he escaped, taking the pistol
aleng withhim. He relurned to
the family farm, and when the
army came looking for him, he
hid out in a secret hiding place
in the barn,

In later years, the owners of
the farm lore down the barn

payment of taxeos,

nnd farm propertios.

NEVER WAX YOUR CAR AGAIN

\ - WITH
ONE PRESERVE-A-SHINE TREATMENT Vv
- ‘ BLUS v
AN ANNUAL RESEALANTY

CALL 877 8128 ROR FREE QUOTE

RELIABLE AUTO CLEANING LTD,

»  CHRIS BYDEVAATE
._IH MﬂU.“nJ‘IAIH'H‘IH_H ®D. M

~Municipalliias and counlles throughoul Ontarle are
dispolng of lands which have been sslzed for non

—Fot the Intormed thore are [ierally thousands of
cpportunities to buy hunling, fishing, hemo, investment

—Tho properilos often sell for litile more than the laxes
owned, those gonerally being In the $200. lo $80D,
range. Cf couras the proparies are worth far morae.

—Qur service provides up to dats lisls of thass proper-
tien, slong with compleles purchase deialts.

Cosl ol one year subscsipiion (s $12 paysbie to:

TAX SALE PROPERTIES

Dept. 3BHW, Box 6380, St F,
Ottawa, Ontario K2C 301

and discovered the pistol, Mr,
Baxler hod already made the
gcquaintance of the owners,
and they gave him the pistol.

"You may not find many
souvenirs  during  your
search,' he said, "You may
find ¢il paintings, or old phato-
graphs, or old letters. These
are the things that put leaves
on the family ree."

A
PRESERVE YOUR
CAX'S APPEARANCE

r; FOREVER!
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€| ASX ABOUT OUR NEW

<\ TIDY.CAR

PROCESS

LET’SLOOK AT |
ATV WARRANTY |

AND LIST THE MOST IMPORTANT THINGS IN ORDER |
(1) THE PICTURE TUBE

The heart of a Television and the most costly component to
replace. No need to worry, Toshiba of Canada warranties their
picture tubes for a full 50 months.

(2) LABOUR

It's expensive nowadays, but agai
Toshiba of Canada pays all labour costs if required for a full
50 months.

(3) LARGE COMPONENTS

. For example, Tuners, Transformers. Again, no need toworry.
These are covered by Toshiba’s full 50 month warranty.

(4) SMALL COMPONENTS

n no need to worry, because

For example,.ﬂesistors, Capacitators, Tiny Solid State Devices. |
:I'hey may be inexpensive to replace, but Toshiba thinks they are
important enough to be included in their full 50 month warranty.

(5) WHERE IS MY WARRANTY HONOURED

Toshiba full warranties are honoured at ALL their Service Depots
right across Canada. No partial warranties, which eliminates any
misunderstandings. Until all TV’s carry a warranty as good as
this, your first choice should be TOSHIBA.

and now during ....

TOSHIBA’S

FALL SALE

You can own one of these
trouble free TV’s.

For as little as .....
Available at:

*289
'RYDER'S

MOORE PARK PLAZA

877-9796

‘“No Credit Cards Please’’




