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Crafts group started with spinning yarn

By LORI TAYLOR
Herald Stall Wrlter
One  of Georgelown's
longest-running craits groups
pot ils start during the Second
World War when women
gathered to learn how to make

their own yarn because of o
shortage of wool.

Today, almost 40 years later,
the Arts and Ceoolls Co
operative of Geargelown s
invalved in crofts as varied as

silversmithing, decoupage,
lapidary, weaving macrame,
porcelain, bubble glass, china
painting, tatting, candles,
leather, preserved flowers and

sik-screening,

The group keeps its mem-

bership at 50 women because
they prefer to meet in private

homes,
Membership costs §5 n

year, and members must be
actively involved in a craft, or
sludying to Improve a eraft.

The annual exhibitlon and sale by the Arts and Crafts variely of handicralts will be ondisplay and for sale. Door prizes
co-operallve of Georgetown is this Saturday at the North Halton will be pwarded, :
CGoll and Country Club from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Samples of a great

The University Women’s
Club was nine years old
Seplember 7, and for o rela-
tively young organization, the
group has accomplished a
great deal in the communitly.

The club, which is a member
of the Canadidn Federation of
University Women, hasa set of
poals which include maintain-
ing high slandards of educa-
tion, to suslain interest and to

“be active in all aspects of

public affairs, to fosler a sense
of responsibility and communi-
ty involvement, and to partici-
pate inthe work of the Interna-
tional Federation of Universily
Women in order Lo hring about

About the Hills

Nine years of community involvement

understanding and co-operati-
on among women universily
graduales.

Since {he club was establish-
ed, its members have embark-
ed on a number of community
projects and projecis in the
¢ducation field.

SUHVEY

During the first year, the
club was invelved mainly in
helping (o adminisler the
Georgetown Day Care Centre
Survey. Thesludy was presen-
ed to couneil, and the informa-
lien it ¢ontained helped to
¢slablish the need for 1he
regional day care cenlre now
located on Mnple Avenue,

Porter lectures

Dr. Arthur Porter, chairman of the Royat Commission
on Electric Pawer Planning, will be giving a leclure enlitled
“Energy Plans for the Future™” at the University Centre,
University of Guelph, October 17. Admission to the leclure,
which begins al 12 noon, is frec.

Walk-a-jog-athon

Pre-registcation for the YW.-YMCA “Walk-n-jog-
athon™ will be held at the Y's Mountainview South offices
(51. Andrew’s Uniled Chureh) October 16. The evenl will
begin at the Georgetown lair grounda at 9:00a.m. Octaber 18
with participants running, walking or jogging the half mile
track for a maximum of 20 laps. Refreshments will be
served. Pledges will be collected and turned into the ¥ office

Iﬂ-r.:mber 23

The first of the club’s
popular annual book sales was
held o 1972, wilh the prolits
going inte an awards fund for
communily projects. Prolily
from The sale have been
increasing yearly, and so have
the awards. Awards have heen
piven to high school students,

to malure wamen relurning o
umiversity, and to send o dis-
advantaged child to nursery

schnol.

The Universily Women's
Cluh has been sending twa
representatives 1o most

meetings of Halton Hills
council since 1974 1o monllor
the community’s politicalt life

Tag day

{Herald photo}

and {o learn of arcas where {he
club could provide assistance.
CAREERS DAY

The club celebrated Interna-
tivnal Women's Year wilh a
display of boaoks aboul and by
women aft the Georgetown
Libseary, and wilh Lhe slaging
nf a Carcers Day at George-
town District High School. The
Careersa Pay has since become
an annual affair, with as many
s 60 different professions
represented,

Two childeen's enncerts, one
wilh the Hamillon Phitharmao-
hic (echestra in 1976, and 2
second with the Mississauga
Symphony in 1977, were well

Tawn council has given the 676 Lorne Scots nrmy
cidets permission to hold a tag days in Georgetown October

23, 23 and 25.

Auxiliary grows

The Georgetown and Disirict Hospital Memorial
Auxiliary enrolled is first male member Jast week, nnd the
gentleman has already “proved himself a valuable asset”, a
spokesman for the auxiliary said. The auxlliary is hoping
that other men wilth a few hours to spare each week will also
consider joining the auxillary. A new venture for the
auxiliory is a Cake Fair, to be held early in November,
Anynne interesied in eake decoratlon Is invited to bake and
decorate o cake, and donate it o the auxiliary for display.
Information on the sale is available from Inez Crichton at
077-6842 ar Pat McCarthy at 877-6240.

The work must be o craft ps
well, and not a hobby kit,
group member Pat Beer sald.

The co-operatlve meols
every second montk during the
afternoon and hears speakers
from the arls and those who
talk on subjects of general
inierst.  About three courses
ure ofiered per year among the
members and the group pays
the cost of the instructor,
Members pay for their own
supplics.

AMNNUAL SALE

The co-operative alse pro-
vides Its members with an
opportunity to sell some of
their work al an annual exhibi-
tion sale. Saturday at the
mvorlh Halton Geld and Coun-
try Club, the group members

and some of their husbands
who also have o craft will be
displaying thelr wark., The
co-operative charges a five per
cent commission onthe sale of
any work, to help finance its
projects and courses,

The group was founded In
1842 by o group of five women.
There was a shortage of wool
during the war years, and
these women wanted to help
others learn how e make their
own yarn for knitting clothing,
net enly for their own familics,
bul for the soldiers overseas,
Mrs. Beer said.

“Itwaos a greal time o own
rabbits for angora. Ewvery-

ina profit of $5. Over the next
few years, the group was
imvited 1o displuy its work at
the Canadian National Exhibi-
tion, the Hoyal Winter Fair,
the Ontario Crafts Centre, the
Toronto Art Gallery and The
Ontario Art Gallery.,
FALLFAIR

11 1344, the co-operalive had
ils first display at the Georpe.
town Fall Fair, Today the
group donales a sum of prize
money and a pumber of its
members acl us judges in
some of the crafls compeli-
tions,

The club's membership has
risen steadily since 1945, Mrs.
Beer said, and this faet s
reflected in the records of the
group’s meelings, which in.
clude the dues pald that year.
As the membership fees are so

_ low, the group must charge a

commnission on il annual sale
to pay for ihe Instructors
which it provides lo members
on courses of various tepics
and crafls.

The membership covers
many c¢rafts, and Mrs. Beer
said the group lrics to not have
too many people practising one

parkicular craft, so that the -

members have an opportunity
to siudy many different nreas
of inlerest.

While crafls groups were
relatively scarce when the
Arts and Crafts co-operative
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thing that could be carded and
made inlo woel, was, including
dﬂgﬂt ILII.'.”

HANDICRAFTS

The nim of the group was to
revive Canadian handicrafls,
The group's activities gained o
lot of atlention in the Toronto
media  because there were
very few cralls groups in
Onlarie at the time, Mrs, Beer
said. Crults did not enjoy a
real surge in popularity unti)
nbout 15 years ago,

The first sale in Georgetown
drew 150 visitors to what is
now the home of Doug Sargent
on Charles Street, and brought

began, crafts caught on with a
vengeance aboutl 15 years ngo,
Mrs. Beer said, :

UNIQUE
“There were sa few in
Ontario at the tlme. That's

probably ene of the reasons,

why the group recelved so
many invitations (o display its
work, because it was unique.”

“We were only an arts and
crafts proup,” she added. *We
had to be pretty independent to
EUrvive, The members cover-
ed their own expenses for the
most parl. Buring the war,
whien gas rationing was |n
effect, members who wanted
toatiend the meetings took the

Ints. "
Interest in the growp re-
mains high, particularly when
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it comes to the annual show.
Attendance averages about
1,000 pople, and has reached
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as high as 2500 people.
Saturday’s sale is (rom 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m,

SThea Williams, o member of the Arts and Crafts Co-operatlve of Georgelown, dyes her own
yarns, and Is shown here hanging them out in the sun to deyv. The co-operalive got lts start during
the Secand World War, when wool was in short supply and a Eroup of women got logether Lo teach
other women how te manufacture their own yarn.

received. The concerts were
part of lhe club’s atlempl 1o
make more cultural events
available in tnwn,

Hiring praclises and promo-
tions for femate professional
stafl have been subjects of
interest tn the University
Women's Club. In 1976, the
clizh studied these praciises at
{he Halton board of education,
and sent a letler to the board
urging lhol epportunities for
training and advancement for
men and wamen he equal.

FHYSICAL EDUCATION

A briel by the University
Women's Club on the necessily
for regular, quality physical
edecation for elementary
school children presented to
the board of education in 1978
resulted in the board reqgueest-
e s feachers to pul every
efforl into improvipg the
program in acenrdance with
sugpestions oullined in  the
hoard’s core curriculum,

Among the national issues an
which the club has focused its
altention ix lhe family court
syslem in Canada.

The cluby submitied a resolu-
lien 1t the Canadian Federa-
lion, which was subsequently
pussed, urging “the provinelal
Attorneys-General and the
Federal Minister of Justice to
enacl co-operatively the legi-

slation necessary te creale a*

naticnwide, unified family
courl system presided over by
Judpes clolhed with all the
necessary authorily to deal
with al} nspecls of malrimoni-
ol law."
ENDORSEI

When Lhis resolutlon was
endorsed by the Canadian
Federatlon, it meant the
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proposal had the support of
over 12,000 women in 116 clubs
across Canada,

Earlier this year. the club
spansored aml  organized
“Waomen Aware”, a special
day for all women in the
community. The day included
n pucsl speaker, o serivs of
workshops on topics of interest
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lo wommen, and filims. Club
members are hopeful ihe
suceess of the first women
Awire can be repeated next

o spring.

INVOLYEMENT
Clhub members' invelvemoent
it the communty is not limited
In their activitivs with the ¢lub.
AMembers areinvalved with the

Members of the Unlverslty Wonien's Club kicked up their
heels last spring aver the success of Women Aware, (he day-long

LY

Committee of Adjustments for

Halton Hills, the Hatton Hills

Eibrary Board, the Heerealion
Advisory Doard, Commiltee,
the Georgetown YM-YWCA,
the Canadian Cancer Society,
the Halton board of educalion
committea, the Credit Yalley
Artisans and the Halton
District Health Council.

Ey

UWC history marked by accomplishments, fun

The University Women's . "
Club has general meetings the .
first Tuesday of cach menth -

with n guest speaker. The

speaker portion of the mecting
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15 open o members of the

public who wish Lo altend.

Membership in the elub now:
slands at over 90 women, ond’
new members are always.

welcome,

event Included workshops and films on topics of interest io

women.

ttlerald photo}
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