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Meeting ‘The Champ’

. A busy week on the sports (ront, locally, natlonally and
imnternationally., *

Let's start al the top with a few comments on the plight
of “The Champ", one Muhammad Ali. His unprecedented bid
to regain the warld heavywelght boxing title for the fourth
time, WBC sivle, failed.

- As much as I and most others wished that he would, it
:ﬂ-’.‘;]ﬂPl‘ﬂhJ bly best that he didn’L. For il would seem somewhat
irenic that the man who rekindled the inlerest in the pugilistic
art until1hruught back sonie respect niul fegitimacy to the
"game” would, with a win, have east more shaduwy doub! on
what many still claim is o fixed gamne.

I have followed *The Champ's" career from its
beginning. Then he was Cassius Clay, and #t was my
beginning in the fights. My father, Hugh, infroduced me ta the
sport and I have followed it avidly since, these past [ifteen
YEars,

The highlight came when [ met the new Muhammad Ali
at Maple Leafs Gardens one cold February morning eight
years ago. My father and I were covering Clyde Gray's first
attempt at the world wellerweight title” agninst  Jose'
Napolese, since relired.

_ ALl PROMOTER

Ali was the promoter of the card, which also included
few tocal bouts and some other lower ranked fighlers. It was
the weigh-in the morning of the fight. The centre-ring was
packed with media men, Howard Cosell and cigar, provineial
sports ﬁnwrpjng bodies, fighters new and old and their
Laimps, groupies, entourages and a few stowaways from the
previcus evening's hockey match,

After the proceedings had been completed and the
crowds were dispersing, the big man, wearing a long heavy
black coal, black pants and shirt and black work boots,
wandered aimlessly toward ane of the far exits off the ico
surface.

He was a quiet penetrating man 1 remember. Rather
sambre as I recall. But, whenmy father stopped him 1o take a
pictfun: and nudged me up beside “The Champ* lit up like n
Ehlr*:lﬁt!'l'lﬂ.'i tree. He began chiding me and sparring with me
while I had a picture taken. Then T went behind the camera
and snapped one of him with my father. Later we did the same
with Cosell.

My father had met both before when they came to
Torento when George Chuvalo was pummelled but* not
Eﬂfked down by Cassius Clay in his prime. That was 1964 ar

It wasn't until after it was all ever that 1 became
nervous. To think of il today kind of makes my senses jump.

LOWEST MOMENT

Anyway, back to Thursday's fight, if that's what you
want to Fal! it. T had seen most of Ali's fiphts either live on
closed circuit or TV repluys. This definitely was his lawest
mament in the ring. I'm sure he jooked bLetter in training
tamp. Even the recent film footage of his camp looked more

dMpressive.,
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~Larry Holmes deserved to retain his title, He s g huge
specimen of a perfeet heman being. Tall, toned and tight. And
can he hit. Ali's arms began 1o feel the censtanl pounding
fram the starl. He Just couldn’t ralse his arms (n defense, they
were 50 weak, His rope-n-dope days were gone.

- "The Champ' hardly threw a punch through the 40
minute fight, The seventh round was his best when he went up
on his loes and began floating like an old bulterfly and
stinging like one too. He put his feet back on the canvos last in
that round and that was it. e never looked the sume the next
three rounds before it was aver. He just waited for anything to
happen, Unfortunately Helmes didn't guit,

The crowd at the Gardens, hard core Al fans, were
amared, They thought it just couldn't be true. How coutd *'The
Greatest of All Time™ go out without a fight. However, Alj
claims he's nol out, just back in semi-retirement,

The Leon Spinks fight was much better. The young rich
man with the dial (face) Hke a 70 fight veteran but who only
has a doezen bouls under his bell, including a cham plonship
win and 2 [oss to All could be on a comeback. If so lookout

Hnlines, ’

Onlo the other world championship, that of baseball. 1
caughl the tast home game of the Toronto Blue Jays of the
American League. Manager Bobby Mattick told me that night
that he was pleased with his team’s season and his first as g
mianager. He said that the team had provided the fans with
interesting and exciling baseball. He thinks his team i3 in the
carils in the future. They finished the year with 67 wina out of
162 games.

~ Unfartunately the Expos weren't In the cards this year.,
Their bid for the-National League's East Division title drew
the attention of this whele country. T for one was rooling for
them, like former Expo pitcher Bill Stoneman who lives in
Georgelown. Next year for sure. Philadelphia descrves it.
They've been knocking on the doer for o long time,

Lob Gllivier's column pointed ocut something 1o me that
I 5= anon-hunler was unaware of, 1 didn't realize that you can
hunt Canada Geese, { thought thiat they were our nalional
bird. Alter all they are on our silver dollar.

I saw a flock of 70 or more take off from some clearing
oty the weekend, while [ was in Muskoka, and they formed up
into a 100 yard wide ¥ shape Tor their trip seuth. The

sight above all the coloured trees made me wish [ had o
camera.

It is grood to see the Gems and Hoiders off to o good
stari. Bath have diffcrent teams than last year, The Raojders
are stronger and the Gems more experienced and healthier,
Attending une of the team'’s games this year will impress you,
Bothare beginning to play the game the way it was originally
intended. Gerry Inglis and Tom Daley are to be congratulated
for the jobs they are doing in reviving a sport that is all too
increasingly being watched from the comfort of the home via
television. These two teams provide better entertainment live
than the pro teams do on the tube. So ge! out and be a
supporter. And don't forget the minor leagues.
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SHINNY CALENDAR

FRIDAY, OCTORER 10

Owen Sound at Georgietown Raiders, 8:20 p.m.

SATURDAY, OUCTORER 1)
Minor midgets host Brompton, 7:00 p.m. Alcolt
Ainor atom at Miltos, 4:00 p.m,
Atam at Streetsville, 6:50 p.m.
Minor bantam nt Streetsville, 8:5 p.m.
Midgel at Streetsville, 9:50 pm.

‘ SUNDAY, OCTORER §2
stinor bamtams host Burlington, 4:00 p.m.
Midgels host Burlington, 5:30 pun. Aleott
Acton al Georgelown Gems, 7:20
Pee wees al Streetsville, 5:30 p.m.

Banlam at Streetsvitle, 6:30 p.m.
Minor Alidgets at Brampton, 1:00 p.m.
MONDAY, OCTOBER 13

Minor pee wees al Bramplon, 7:15 p.m.
Juveniles at Ancaster, 9:30 p.m.

: TUESDAY,O0CTOBER i4
Minor atems - Exhibition game, 6:30 p.m. Memorinl
Minor Pee wees host Brampton, 7:45 pom.  Memorial

THURSDAY, OCTORER 18

Atoms host Durlington, 6:30 p.m. Memorial
Pee wees host Burlinglon, 7:45 p.m. Memorinl
Bantams host Burlington, 7:00 p.m. Alcolt ~
Juveniles host Burlington
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Despite losing ul! three firsl
hall seasan games, the GIHS
Junior Rebel foothall team
expects lo clinch the fourth
and final -Peel-Halton league
playofl spot with leiumphs in
their three remaining schedul-
ed conlests,

‘Todnso, they will have togo
ta Millon Thursdny and defeat
lliemn in the unofficial northern
diviston title game, then return
home for Tuesday's cncounter
wilh Perdue to do the same
and carry on with a viclory
over While Quks in Oakville
the following week.

“We'll win two," referring 1o
the first couple, vows head
coach Fred Kotani. "If we can
do that we'll have a prelly
pood chance of getting o play-
off game."

Friday they lus! a heort-
bhreaker 60 in the final: five
minules of a match with Oak-
ville Trafelgar. The convert
attemp! was blocked by Terry
Rattruff, a member of the
outstanding Hebel defensive

unit,
Ttie Georgelown team came

within scoring dislance on
several  occasions  but  just
couldn’t push the bal over the
gnal line. On one play Duane
Wilson ran n punt back 65
yvards from inside his own 20 1o
inside their 20. Unforfunately
the'ball was turned over to the
opposition on the next play
when a substitule quarterback
who had to e put in, because
ol an equipment malfunction
sulfered by regular pivot Mike
Ash, fumbled 1the ball, Wilson
illso had an interception in the
game, one of three turnovers
his team picked up. The others
came on lumbles. Rookie Gary
Lockwnod had the touchdown.

Three days belore, though,
the team was sel back [or ils
biggest defeat of the current
campaign when Queen Elfza-
belh Park levelled themn 49-7.
"We weren't even in the
contest,”” admitted Kotani,

“We're still in the running

(for a playofl spol) says
Kotanl. '
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Minor hockey league rep tenms got started this week with
leagur games. The house league will hold thelr draft this week

3 DAYS ONLY!
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On special occasions like Christmas, Easter &
Thanksgiving, we like to have specials to offer to our
customers as a way of showing our appreciation for their

- ALL TREES & SHRUBS

1/3 OFF

ALL CONCRETE FOUNTA

PLANTERS, TABLES AND BENCHES

20% oFr

FREE 500 G. BOTTLE
OF PLANT AIDE

]
-;jr 3

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY

patronage.

ALL EVERGREENS

20 % orr

* ALL GRASS SEED

10% orr

THERE'S STILL TIME TO PUT DOWN QRASS SEED. AT
MEADOWLANDS YOU WILL FIND THE FINEST PROVEN MIX—
TURES FOR SUN & SHADE.

| SPECIAL BUYS:
PUMPKINS: vyourcHoice 50¢
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and teams and schedules will be anncupced In the paper,
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PEPPER SQUASH _& ¥
4 for 99¢ ‘5 ABUSHEL k7" /

EVERGREENS VALUED AT
$20.00 OR MORE.

ALL LAWN
FERTILIZERS

% OFF

1\ Meadowlands )}
Murscry
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FREE COFFEE

Came [n 1o vislt ang enjoy a hot
cup of coflee while you browan
arcund our glit shop.
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MEADOWLANDS
NURSERY
LIMITED

7370 MISSISSAUGA RD.
A.R. 3 MISSISSAUGA

826-1501
826-1502

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK

HOURS

Mon. to Frl.- 8:00 am {1 dusk
Saturday-8:00 am Uil 6:00 pm
Sunday-9:30- 5:30 pm
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The Glen Merchants fastball team should stlll be otive I Rural Uile. Jespeler leads the series three games to one, Here
thelr best of seven serles against Hespeler, At stake is the Haltor:  ©olen Fendley waits on deck as the unidentitied batter awlnys.
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