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CO’s war van

recovered by

local man

By MAGGIE IANNAL
Herald Special

A picce of Canada’s history
will be restored and Lhe dream
of the nation's only command-
ing general will be fullilled by
the Canadian Military Histori-
cal Sociely.

Bill Gregg, whao is restoning
a number of World War 1l
Canadian military vehicles on
his farm, purchased a derelict
caravan purported to e the
living quarlers used by Li-
General H.D.G. (Harry}
Crerar, Canada’s  only
commanding gencral doring
World War 11,

This week, the puthenticity
of the find was proved.

Tom MacBonald, then a
sergeant and now o member of
the Canadian Privy Council
Office staff v Otlawa  was
Lt.-Gen. Crerar’s batman for
four years. He packed the
caravan in Halland in 15 for
shipment to Canada and has
not seen it since Be removed
somye  personal  possessions
from it in Ottawa soon after il
arrived,

Mr. McDonald and 1r.
Grepg compared notes vn the
location of various ilems in thw
caravan and were amazed to
discover thatit had apparently
sal unopened (rom YHS unlil
Dr. Gregg purchased it in
February.

Discovered by  word of
mouth, the caravan was sitting
at the back of a junk vard near
Tillsonburg., The yard owner
purchased it around M8, to
the best of his recollection for
$50, in hopes of selling it as
living guarters for migranl
workers in the area’s tobacen
fields. No one ever boupht it
and he let it sit forgotten at the
back of his properly,

The caravan which is vapue-
iy reminicent of delivery vans
of that era was mnunled on o
truck. 1t was panelled in oak
and divided into two seclions
by a sliding door, Mr,
MacDonald said.

The outer room  was the
general's office with a built-in
desk, closet for coals and three
chairs, two for visitors and a
swivel office chair [or the
general. The inner room
contained a sink, built in closet
and dresser, assoried cup-
boards and storage areas and
n bunk with a horse-halr
mallress.

The roof has rotted through;
the matiress is partiaily
chewed away; and the wood
panels have lost their varnish
and become warped, but
strange items, such as the
portable shower have survived
intact. It can and will be
restored, Dr. Gregg said.

Since it is 50 signilican! in
Canadian military history, itis
Dr. Gregg's feeling that the
restoration should be done

through some sort of subscript- |

jon rather than by the society.
Details on restoration are still
to be worked out, he said.

General Crerar had a sense
of history and wanted his
caravan, the truck on which it
was mounted, his field office
and an additional caravan
used to accommoiate guests
browght to Canada at the end of
the war, Mr. MacDonald said.
The general wanled them
taken on leur in Canada, then
preserved in a muscum for the
Canadian people.

He had lhe caravan and field
aifice sen! to Wolseley
barracks in London, Ontar:io,
but soon afler the general lefl
they were sold for scrap. The
general was deeply hurt about
this, Mr. MacDonald said. The
truck, a Diamond T, also
disoppeared.

The caravan was especially
built fer the general after he
returned to London, England,
from Italy. During his stay in
italy he had been using a
Rritish caravan which was a
left-over as were all the pieces
of equipmenl given to
Canadians there, Mr.
MacDonald said. The thing
leaked and was (otally unsatis-
factory.

When Gen. Crerar got to
Laondon the new caravan was
especially made for him and
he refused other accommoda-
tians jn the field even when
they were availalle, just
because be liked his varavan
so much.

During  their four years
together, Mr. MacDonald and
the general became very close
and their friendship continued
after the war. While the gener-
al heard infoermation (unnelled
to him by his advisors, Mr,
MocDonald talked to the
enlisted men and passed on
thelr opinions and comments
to him. When Mr. MacDenald
wanled a transfer at one point
because he wasn't getling on
well with the general’s person-
al assislant, the general refus-
ed to part with- his *right
grm’.

Mr. MocDomald and the
general's confidential clerk,
Roy Renault, shared a tent
through much ¢! e war.
They siarted out using o
lean-to lent altached to the
caravan, but Mr. MacDonald

Joeveloped a0 cougph  hat
disturbed the peocral’s sleep
and they moved lo a separate
tent Alter that.

Ax ] batiman, Mr.
AacDonald was expected to
care {or the peneral’s clothes
and see that he alwavs looked
anmll M’iul fuur w.*lra

mni thu: L,I."IH'LH wrole ‘Hh
Maocllonald repulacly to keep
ber inforimed of hee hosband's
situzation. .

M. MacDonald  said  he
enlisted as i dover beeause he
had Nat feet. “The Canadian
army had fow velueles at thal
tirne, =0 he look over the care
of sevenor ciptht young officers
abt Camp Petawawa. He was
very disappointed o discover
that he wouplde't gel overseas
with his [riends because of his
B Eeet when b was suddendy
chosen  as  the  general’s
Latmarn, He went overseas
with the peneral and staved
with b untal his reluen at the
ol of Lhe war.

M. MacDonald wenl to the
military defense office afler
the war and wound up as the
sleward on the mihitaey's rail-
way car. Mres. Lester Pearson
asked im o ke over as elyel
steward al 24 Sussex Drive, a
peast he retained until 1977, He
will retire in Sovember,

The varavan wis couipped

with o portable shower and the
H.-m-:.ﬂ used it bwaigce a day,
pood snd hot at night amd ey
cold in the morning,

ftwis also Mr. MacDonald’s
job to sel up the separate tent
in whieh the lateime was plac-
eod The general wis fussy that
there be o pood view from the
tent door and Mr. Machonald
«aid it beepme o standmy joke
in camp, the difficulty he had
m selecting the proper view
fromy the latrine when  the
campwis moved. At the end af
the wat, e wis presenled with
a new totlet seat by some of his
comrades as o souvenir of Ins
trials with the lalrine.
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By JLL DAVIS

Losing ground - |, i,
property rights
slipping away?

they llmummmg

Avenrding to Peter Masan,
director at-kirge {for the Onta-
rinn Heal Fatate Associalion,
LT A ) property oights in this
provanee are shaely but surely
shpgainag oul of Lhe prasp of the
pubilic,

In o specch ol

‘Don’t Roam! - Shup At Home!
- Downtown Geurgemwn

78 Maln 5t. S. B77-0266

Downtown Georgetown

a

OPEN
4:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Monday thru Friday

Dinner Specia!s

tHall Cticken walh Celku " B B O Souce - inclefen French

Fres and Buitercd Broad

BB.Q. Ribs

Lean Meaty Ribis broed vath Zesty sauce - not too smokey
Fres and Bultered Beead incluged

BBQ. Combo...... 395

Large Succutent Rt Quarter Ctucken eath B B O Saucse
Fooes, angd Butterodd fres g

BA

DIRECT FROM

GENERAL (46 ELECTRIC

APPLIANCES

when you purchase any of the Deluxe model
Refrigerators, Ranges, Dishwashers, Automatic
Washers, Automatic Dryers and Mmrowave Ovens.

REFRIGERATORS

20, 17, or 15 cu 1. NO FROST mitcels
fealunng large capacity, adjuslable
convernmml eqg and  Butler
storage as «ell as chspoers 10 keep
vigetables deficigusty lrash, These and
oiher gulslanding features PLUS the G-E
DIRECT HEBATE make these EXCEP

shalvpr,

TIOMNAL VALUES,
RANGES

Aagular or Ragd Clean there 15 3 maodel
10 sul you. From the attrachive conlrol
gane! 10 the cllicient automahc oven
lhase are truly top value Ranges made
with Lthe G-E

avan bDeatter
HEBATE

THESE ARE TOP FEATURED MODELS.
COME IN AND MAKE YOUR SELECTIDN NOW.

DISHWASHERS

Converhitde o Bullan yog get ihost of

the top ledturos in the ihodoel St ‘Hﬂ'ﬁ!
or SMUDSA0OV Decbegas e s huding /
aclusive GE O Polscrubbor W Gyoln

Buy now and SAVE wathithe G EDHRECT
REBATE

MICAOWAVE OVENS

Jer ihe treonegd 10 micioewilve cnnhlnq antd

soave whilp you are ol 1t welh thee GE
DINCCT REDBATE Lotus showyou allthe
attvanlagus ol Microwasee  Looking,
esprcially with a General Eler' € Modal
JETURY and you sl regcoive IEBHATE
wilh your purchase duoct from GE,

AUTOMATIC WASHER & DRYER

Mow s The Lime o up date youor Laundny
with 1he General EBElecinc "Full
Foalured” Pan Chock themany fealurad
thatwall make your wishelay aboeeee. Do
it NOW andd nnjay the GE DIRECT HE.

DIRECT BATE with yout purchase
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the 25th .

anmiversary  evemng of  the
Hrampton BReal Estate Board
Thursday  Mr. Mason  said
there may not be any privale
proporty rights in the luture o
wurry abxoul.

1o recent years we at (he
associntion  have  heeotne
iereasitifly  concerned  over
rapidly dimimshing property
rights sn this provinee.™

“So  goneerned  thal o we

published a1 bhook Inst year,
“Lavsiegr Geroagned', Lo study this
issue and sugpesl recomnen-
datiors o governments.™

In bis address M, Mason
uned e Ningora FEsearpmenl
a5 an example of restrictions
an properly righls

“Along the Niagara Escarp
ment, naturalists and consor-
valinnalists  were concerned
about  the enviromment and

protection of a very beastiful
part of Lhe provinee,' he said.

“Butin their zeal for protect-
ion of one perceived right, they
have consistently  trampled
uver the righls of nthers,”

Mr. Mason said that through
thi yeurs people have worked
towards an economic security
which includes the rights to
deal wilh une's property as one
Seey {it,

i e —

The 36-year-nld president of
Peter L. Masun Litd., believies
that property rights invalve
the selling of property in whole
or in part, the right Lo lease jt
or morlgnge it, to renovate it
or even leave it 10 one's own
heirs.

“We o in the regd ostale
indusicy deal clouely with the
public and with the land, said
Mr. Mason. ;

OXBOW BOOKS

Books for many tastes:

Crafts

Handyman
The Qutdoors
Nature Guides

Country
Riding
Cooking

Living

Also: Qut-of-Print and
Antiquarian books

Looking for presents to
send abroad? Calendars
already in stock include:

* Edith Holden’s Country Diary
*  Canadian Wildflowers
* Canadian Birds in The Wild
Canadian Nature
Cape Dorset Inuit Art

Indian Art
Gnomes

Winnie the Pooh
(and of course) Miss Piggy’

More are on the way.

(I; 108 Main St. S., Georgetown 877-8861

Barber & Jewellery is having a

{| STORE-WIDE|

FOR 10 DAYS ONLY!

(Thursday Oct. 2nd - Saturday Oct. 11th).

AVE

PTO

- rnmtlr :hmgl

Main St. S. Georgetown

877-3482

[
CHARGEX
R

25~

OnE verything Including:
Royal Doulton

* FIGURINES
e DIAMOND RINGS e GOLD CHAINS

and much, muchmore.....

BARBER'S

GIFI'S & JEWELLERY

LY

e PIANOS & ORGANS

Mastercharge &

Chargex Welcomed.




