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Road to Sri Lanka

Gambling in

By STEPHEN FROST
Herald Special
PATRONS PLEASE NOTE:
NO ANIMALS, PETS OR
BARE-BODIED GUESTS
ARE ALLOWED FOR
HYGIENIC REASONS.
Interesting? That's Colom-
bo, Sri Lanka. Interesting all
oVer.

Colombo after a8 short 1,200
mile flight from Singapore.
The night we arrived, we lound
accommodation In the local
YMCA and then ventured
down the street for a meal and
one of the worst’ beers, bar
nooe, that we experienced on
our trip. It was so bad, in fact,
that I wasn't tempted to give it
another chance, It was called
Lion beer for Lthose who may bo
hended thirstily that way.

The next day, John and I
meandered down to the train
atation {0 check out the cost of
a ride 65 miles down Lhe coast
to a lttle town called
Hikkaduwa. The ride there
cost us 7.8 rupees or about €0
cents for second-class accom-
modation,

One of the things 1 liked
about Colombo was the fact
that Lthe streels were crowded
with ox carts as well as 1953
Austin Minors. Very few North
American cars. Just ns well; it
was hell keeping the sireets
clean as it was.

One thing very noticeable
about many native Srl
Lankans, or Celonese as they
Btil] prefer to be called, is their
friendly attitude, toward
strangers. This is consistent
even when they are trying to
con you, which many young-
sters do. The “'hustle” is a way
of life on the streels and If you
look remotely Eurcopean or
North American, you have to
be prepared to accept peaple
constantly trying to sell you
sormething at inflated prices.

FIRSTLESSON

John and [ headed [or
Hikkaduwa early in the
moralng and learned our first
leazon about train travel in this
country, There are no line-ups,
and the fighting for seats is
just terrifie,

Some Australians on the
platform warned us about that
when wa 0irat arrived and it
was something to see how they
solved the dilemma of linding
good seals,

When the traln pulls in,
there's a mad rush for the
docrs. There (s an equally mad
rush from thoee on the train to
disembark, so it becomes
nearly impossible to squeeze
aboard when vyou are
encumbered by a backpack.

The Australlen solution is to

John and 1 found ourselvesin -

Around the World & .

in 380 Days

I15th in a series

wait [or the train to come to a
full stop and for the people in
the coach to get up. Then they
send two of their numbers
through the neareat open win-
dows. The packs {follow
seconds later and are shoved
[ntothe vacated geats and then
the last of the group fly
through the windows {o grab
the seats. By the time J.P. and
1 gal on board, we were lucky
o get a seat, lel alone sit
logether.-

In Hikkaduwa, we found our
way (o the gues| house of a
retired gentleman who put us
up in our own room for aboul a
dollar U.S. o night. Hikkaduwa
was the Sri Lankan version of
a one-horse town, but it was
nice and quiet, with a super
restaurant, the Green Dragaon,
which featured Chinese food
but no Chincse.

From my journal - **The
snorkellng here Isn't too bad,
but not a8 good as the Great
Barrier Reef. It {s belter than
the coral in Phuket and it does
have the advantage of belng
close to shore. .

"*“Been eallng fairly well late-
Iy and for the cheapest prices
we have found [n ocur travels,
You just have to pick and
choose carefully, J.P. says he
saw one of the restourant
employees carry a pup into the

- kilehen yesterday. I told him it

is simply o pet.
LAST FED

"““They certainly wouldn't
use & full-grown dog for food
anyway, Lhey are the mangiest
animals you've ever seen. |
suppose that in any third werld
country, dogs are the last
animal fed, if at all, the pup in
the restaurant being one of the
few exceptions that I've seen,
They breed like crazy and no
one atops them.

“I often wondered why 1
rarely saw any pups and found
out there is a natural if some-
what grisly method of birth
contral. It 15 also a little afler
the fact. The pups are 8o
hungry that they are lucky to
Izst a day before ma or pa eals
them, :

*In Colombo when we were
walking along the waterfront,
we were accosled by a young
lad who plunked himself down
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and opened o baskel he was
carrying. Inside there was the
nicest cobra you've ever scen,
The kid played hia flule while
the cobra made ineffectual
lunges at Wm without ever
really coming close. Probably
realized it couldn't do much
wilhout fangs. Apparently the
charlatans these days defang
them. Do I henr cries of
oulrage from the purists out
there? _

““That was the first time I
saw 0 cobra here. Yesterday
when we were on the beach,
some of Lhe local lads wander-
ed up with a guart bettle,
Inslde was a small cobra.
Fascinating, really. The little
gents wanted tosell it Lo us and
I admit that T was templed.
Howeyer, this country has
very strict lows about Lhe
exportation of its wldlife,
Including, 1 weuld lmagine,
cobras. We declined with
thanks.

“Later T saw the same lads
on the breakwsler drowning
the snake. They couldn't sell it
so they filled the bolile with
salt waler and threw it in the
ocean. I asked cne of the lads
why he just didn’t let it go and
te locked at me as if I was
crazy. 'I don't make [riendly
with cobras,' he said. Falr
enough. He caught it by a hotel
in the village.”

INCREDIBLE BUSES

One day I decided to travel
down the caast to o city colled
Galle, I rode one of the govern-
ment buses, which are nothing
shorl of incredible. What
follows is a descriplien from
my journal '

“If British Leyland could see
these buses, they would be
amazed. Like the Austin Minor
laxis of Colombo, they are
anclent but not in nearly as
good a shape. In most of them,
the original steel Moors have
long since given way and been

replaced by heavy wooden
The engines run on -

ones,
gallons of ¢ll and a prayer ns
the bus Nies through the little
hamlets wilh the clutch slipp-
ing and-the transmission
shuddering when the driver
thrashes through the gears,
and then tests the breaks by
slowing from 40 mph to 0 in 50
fect. ;

“"Yesterday I got o real treat

LEGION
BINGO

. TONIGHT -

and every
Wednesday
ot 7:45 p.m.

OPEN 24 HOURS

when the driver had Lo get out
and referee a fight (a minor
altercation, really) between
the conductor and a would-be
passenger, irate because he
couldn’t get on an already
overcrowded bus. They have

no compunction about cramm-

ing people on,
“The purpose of the visit to

Galle was to sce the old Dutch
fort which the Celonese siiil
use. A lypical colonial outpost,
with ils guns guarding the
harbor and huge slone
ramparts encircling a small
and cramped inlerior.

“'in the harbor was a Dulch
or English ship which had sunk
under myslerious circumstlan-
ces eight months ago. All that
can be seen is part of ils
supersiructure and a8 commu-
nications maost. No one seems
Lo be in a hurry to raise it."”

From my journal dated
October 7 - "Good ol’ John has
bhecome one of the local
favorites around here, seeing
as he's English and they get
the racing forms from
England aver the wire, Now,
like any true-blooded member
of those British Isles, John
Jikes to gambile a litile,

FIRSTTRY

“On hls first try, J.P.
managed to pick a winner,
which won cur favorite walter
10 rupees, or aboul 68 cents,
The walter thinks John is very
bright. After all, he probably
never winas,

"The next day, we gel the
line-up for the Arc de
Triomphe, which was being
run that day and, sceing that
John knew even less about
that, he let the boys bet them-
selves 50 as not to ruin his
record.

From Oct. 8 - “Breakfast as
usunl loday, only J.P. didn't

Kikkaduwa

win any money on Lhe races
the day before. Of course, he
blamed it on Lhe [act they were
French races, It didn't deter
hir, though, as he bet on & (ew
more loday. After all, the
amount he bels only amuounts
to pennies. However, the boys
love to see him come in, and
many of them ask him for tips
on the horses, which he
graciously declines le give
them.

“They probably think he's
kecping everything to himself,
Little do they realize he
couldn't tell his ear from his
elbow, let clone a winner from
a leser in one of these races.
Provides for good service from
our favarite waiter, though,
and it’s kind of fun to see how
John did every morning.

WHICH BETS ,

“It's a very pleosant almo-
sphere in the morning. J.P,
and the walter, Bunja, talking
about what bets to maoke, me
listening with half an car,
watching all the young ladies
saunter in and out.

“This morning, John hod
two winners, but one was
disqualifled and relegated to
Iast place, whil2 the olher was
bet in combination with
another, so it didn't make any
maney. The boys were still
impressed, however, since it
was a better effort than the
French race, which came up
empty all around,

“Today I bet for the first
time on {wo horses the waller
assured me were surefire
winners. I bet 10 rupees on two
horses, which I3 about 65 conts
U.S. and is a lairly hefty bet
around here. Whoopee, says
big time Charlle. Afterwards,
J.P, says that only one of the
horses has a chance of coming
in. So all of a sudden, he's an
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Fishermen spend hours on the coral reefs of Hikkaduwa,  different types of Iarvae.

costing away until the Ude drives them ln. Thelr caleh is kept Ln

(Flerald ::!hu{u by Bteve Frost}

their loln cloths and bait can be anything from small fish to

authority. I think the boy's
starting lo believe hizs own
press, so lo speak."

For those of you who want to
lind out whether or not my bels

were better than John's, read |

next week's exciting install-
ment, T will also be discussing
our trip inland to the ancient
former capltal of Kandy.
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