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An open [elter 1o Jim Barrett,
Ellen Napier and other inter-
ested parties:

I am truly dismayed at and
angered by the {alschoods,
accusations, innuendo, mis-
interpretpion and (fallacious
gosslp contained in your letter
and that of Ellen Napler (Sept.
3) 1o The Herald.

Indeed, it seems 1o me that
ou and others have complete-
y missed the polnt of the

letters which appeared in the
newspapers of August 27 in
that you ally expleitation with
meney, when all the letters 1
have read made it gbundantly
clear that judging babies and
little girls in contests is an
offence ngainst their ve

being (both physleal and intel-
lectunl), at In the name of
heaven has that got to do with
toy companles? Or that ser-
vice clubs sponsoring the child
charge no lee? Or that you are
receiving no remuneration?

Who says 1 or any of the
other writers or callers to your
home condone “Tiny Talent
Time'' programmes? Certain-
iir Idonotand I find them of ps

ubious value and equally
exploitative ns your proposed
contests, However, I live here
in this community, I do have
the right of free speech and 1
do have the right to provide an
environment for children
which is free of prejudice,
exploltatien, gexism, racism
and anmy other questionnble
value, And may [ apprise you
that "sexism' does not mean
""an jdea originating from a
womao,” It is defined os
“ascribing values and expect-
lo an individual by
virtue of sex.” (i.e. glrls are
weak, passive, submisalve,
inferior; boys -are strong,
arious, su
erior),- A 'Mr, Junior Halton

. Hills" contest therefore is no

less offensive than one [nvoly-
ing girls and a3 such deserves
equally to be condemned and
boycolled. '

By what obfuscated process
el thought have you concluded
that the outery of angry jelter
writers was contrived? How
can you assume that 12 letter
writers are connected or that
they represent a minority? 1
for one do nol even know some
of thase who have written. You

. are making accusations which
. . have no foundation in fact and

- may I remind you that that can

LI |

. You should know. that your

address iz
from members of

have gerjous repercussions.

i 'ﬂhtﬂlﬂed
e Fall Fair
Board, people who know you
indeed the Bell Telephone
Company and any number of

casl

olther sources,

Suppase there was & collab-
oration of some of the writers

" who obviously wish to repre-

sent the interests of thelr own
and the community's children,
{which [ may remind you Is

. ""dolng something for the com-
. munily") what right-have you

todeny it to them? If anything:

. appearz conirived and collab-

arated upon, it would be letters
which appear in the September

. 3 odition of The Herald, }ow

- eurious to find two letters from

. Moncton, N.B., (from where

Father

‘disgusted’

at coach’s
attitude

* Yo the editor of The Herald:

+ but i'm
. memory

in the eyes of my children, at
36 years old I am an old man,
not that old to have a
blank of what minor
house leogue sports is all

- about. :

Whet ' we as yduﬁg boys
EEled any sport, be it base-
. hockey, lncrosse, soccer

" or whatever, the main object

you have receatly moved)
from Brompton and Toroato
(our locol newspapers must be
truly rejoicing to think they
are sowldely read! ) from your
neighbor  Ellen Napiet,
making a fallacious statement
o which you alluded. Tt sounds
lo me like the pot ealling the
kettle black!

And let it be clear Lo both you
and Ellen Napier that at no
lime wvas 1 ever entered in nor
did I win a baby contest (my

arents exercised belter
&dgnment in their child-

aring) nor was elther one of
our daughters a contestantina
pageant. We love and respect
our children, We do not use or
misuse their i)hy:h:ul or men-
“tal attributes {or our own gain,
Pleasc exercise discretiog the
nexl time you put pen lo paper,
There is o low against what
you have done!
And finally, I am amazed

that you ps a newcomer lo
town, and other letler writers,
have the audacity to counsel
all who wrote or telephoned
you o “expend our energy
doing something for the com-
murity."” Among the signa-
tures, I recognize meny who
have selflessly given countless
hours of time and energy to
making Georgetown the vib
rant, interesting, pleasant
community il is. The [alse
innuendo in which you induige
serves only to lessen the
impact of their continuing
contribution and service. Per-
sonnlly, 1 was one of the
founders of the Block Parent
Association, ] co-founded and
am a leader of an arganization
dedicated to the oplimum
physical and mental growth of
our children, 1 am involved in
helping senlor citizens, in 1978
I helpped to organize a
community-oriented pro-

Contest’s supporters
missed the point’

pramme oullimng the need for
a Nursing Home ias one
reader supgested), 1 am
aclively involved in many
aspects of our church lile etle.
cte, ete, Know where of you
speak if you intend to condemn
or otherwise malipn?

In conclusion, do not mis-

understand that 1 for one am -

unappreciatlive that new-
comers like youngsters are

anxious to beecome involved in -

our community’s life. You are
{o be commended for that and |
sincerely hepe that your in-
valvemnent will continue. But
plcase, no more children's
cantests! Why not p dress-up
parade {(non-competitive), a
games day, an arts and crafts
i the park afternoon, a live
\heatre day ele. There are
dozens of possibilities. Please
consider them!
Sincerely,
Paltricia Stuart-Hagge

Dentist is see

in $1,000 r

To the editer of The Herald:

A few years ago, 1 started
running. 1 bepan this acti-
vity only because I realized
that | needed the exercise. IL
mueans uch more than that
to me now, however, Itis a
time to forget my daily
routine. A time o be alone,
hut foremost, a time to enjoy
life.

This past April, while I was
training for the Ottawa
Marathen, [ sprained my
ankle. At the ime, 1 felt a
great remorse ond  dis-
urpﬁlntment. To think that
all the months of training had

‘Exploitation is focal point

of opposition to the contest’

An open lelter irl_rt;?ly to Jim
Barrell and Ellen Napler;
Mr, Barrett, you are unfor-
tunately oblivious to the focal
point of my letter and the other
protest letters I have read in
the local newspapers. Iwish to
reply to your statements as
reported in The Herald Sept-
ember 3. .
Firstly: Sexism is not only a
male mental malfuncticn, it is
very much a malfunction of
the female mind, too. A

female is just as capable of

presenting an inane sexist jdea
as ls a male..

Secondly: How can
conceivably label the idea of &
“Junjor Miss - pageant” ‘as
“Innovative®” when, as re-
ported by Patrick Watson on
T.V. Onlarlo (September 2)
such pageants are ‘'big
business” in North Ameriea,
and as slated in the pro-
gramine, ot the very great
mental and physical expense
of the children Involved. Any
contest that places consider-
able and ncedless atress on
vulnerable little human belngs
can bardly be termed 'a little
fun contest. ‘The United
Nations has labelled such
pageants “'exploltation™,

Thirdly: I must again stress
that the crux of the opposition
to the contest is Lhe explolta-
tion of children - both male and
female., A “Mr. Juntor Hailton
Hills'' contest is equally
unaceeptable, Unfortunately,
you have completely mis-
-understood the meaning of the
exploitative element of this
whole controversy, From not
one letter, Including my own
did 1 Interpret exploltation to

equal money as you do. The.

I:-oint people are making is that
ittle girls {or boys) and bables
are belng used by adults for
their own pleasure and benefit,

but meney has nothing te do
with it,

Fourthly: Letlers expres.
sing a certatn viewpoint with o
commeon concern will natur-
ally nlppeur similar, Person.
ally, I am impressed by the
diversity of expressions in the
letters. The English language
Is truly an amazing onel

Fifthly: It takes @8 mature
adult lo lose with "grace and
dignity”. One can hardly
expect such a degree of matur-
ity from three to five year old
children or babies|

Sixthly: Indiscriminate buy-

ing of toys [rom toy companies -

are actions of unthinking par-
ents. The wise purchasing of
educational toys can hardly be
negatively criticized.

Seventhly: Public display of
children in big time television
(CHCH and CKCO) should not
be justification for our town 1o
follow their palh. Sure]
Georgetown need not aum:g
itself to the “apron strings™ of
big city tdeas.

Lastly Mr., Barrett, I will not
“keep my thoughts to mysel["”
when gormething happens In
my town thnt ] see is poten-
tially damaging to any sector
of my community, It Is my
right as a citizen of my country
0 express my opinjons.
Please, sir, so not gsuggest that
I am entitled to my thoughts
and opinions so long as 1 keep
them to mysell!

As an active participant In
the community (an executive
member of a service club, a
member of an energy fask
force, an active member of my
church, to name but o few) as
are many others whose signa.

- tures | recognize, I decry your

judgemental
agninst them.

Mr. Barrett, though [ oppese
your proposal of a beauly

statements

contest, 1 feel that your ongi-
nal idea has merit, namely, to
involve children in the activi-
tles of the fall fair. Insteadola
beauty contest, which severely
itmits children's participation
at the fair, 1 propose that you
Invite all children of George-
town to display any work or
talent they sce fit in which ever
medium they choose (printing,
painling, carving, groomed
animals, cte.) This will allow
all children {(not just a
minority!) to be a part of the
fair. Imagine the immensc
Eride a child would feel to see

Is-her efforts displayed at
his-her town's falr.  Give
prizes to none but ribbons of
recognition to all,

I am flatiered, Mrs. Nni:{er,
that you recognize my enlight-
enment via the "“Women's

Liberation Movement”. In-
deed 1 regret that you appear
not to have derived the many
benefits of the efforts of men
and women throughout the
world, to gain recognilion and
respect for the individual,
Freedom of thought is a valu-
able asset and one which
necessarily precludes pre-
programmed values. :
Mr. Barrelt, I am impressed
by your cagermess to devote

your time and energy to the |

community.
not be discournged by the
opposition to the benuty and
baby contests, Bul in the
fulure, would it not be belter to
Erc*np-use cvents that will truly
open {o o]l regordless of
age, sex, race, color or physi-

cal or mental endowment?
Joseph F.S. Hagge

1 hope you will -
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Reader withdraws support
from Georgetown Fall Fair

Dear Editor:

Further to my letler pub-
lished In your paper August
27, 1980, 1 feel [ must moke
some additional comments,

1} On Tuesday evening
(Sept.2), 1 was watching
Channel 19 at 9 p.m. The
program was *“Promises lo
Heep” with Patrick Watson
narrating, It was a follow-up
to the Year of the Child to
examine the continued ex-
ploltation of chHdren in spite
of the United Nations declar-
ation of children's rights. Do
you know what the ({irst

segment of the show con-
cerned?  If you guessed
children’s beauty pageants,
you are right,

Does it then follow that the
United Nations, which de-
plores the cxploitation of
voung girls in beauty pag-.
eants, is *‘small-minded’’
along with the *small-
minded" PWEIE of George-
town, who by their own
experience with education,
concern im or just plain
interest In children ve
determined for themsclves
that beauty pageants are

‘No such thing as a loser’
at preliminary competition

To the editor of The Herald:

As the proud parents of pur
little daughler, selected o= a
second prize winner or
runner-up in the Elks pre-
[Iminary to the Miss Haltan
Hills Beauty Pageant, we are
writing In response to all the
narrow-minded views from

people who sent letters in to
The Herald opposed to the
pageant,

First of all, wo'd like to
cmphasize that “Kids are
Egzplte,hmt;”. hi!nat of the

uty n what our young
Halton Hills children had to
say about life, With the

proper way the event was

conducted, it instilled sell-
confidence and made every
little girt feel special. There
wits no such thing as o ioser,
A)l of the little ladles were
classed as 1st, 2nd and 3rd
prize winners,

Thank you lo the many
people who suggested”this

event and donated such nice
gifts. Qur specinl thanks to
Bill Oates, who emceed this
affair. Alsoto Jim and Rita
Barrett who organized the
wonder{ul pageant.
Sincerely, .
Mr.oand Mrs. A. Burns
77 Bower Street
Acton, Ontario

.been left as an issue and not

1 am comemltted to two
groups, all 1 ¢can manage af
this time with five children to
care for, The letter writers 1
know are extremely Involved
in their community. Don't
let your passions control you.
Think and investigate before
you write,

5] Since the Fall Fair
board is going ahead with
this contest, 1 feel I muast
withdraw my support of the
Fall Fair by not entering the
Women's exhibit as T have
done in the past three years
since coming Lo Georgetown.
I and my family will not be
attending the Fall Fair.

6) Thanks to The Herald
and The Independent for
being the forum for this
debate.

exploitative of our young
girls?

2) A sexist Is one who
asslgns specific roles to the
gexes.  This s known as
gexunl stereolyplng, nol as
Mr. Barrett infers, some-
thing dirly or lewd.

3) I am sun? to see that
people who are for the beauty
pageant gol down to some
serious muckraking and
name-calling. It should have

become involved in person-

allties,

4) 1 did pot like the
comment that the lelter
writers should turn their
encrgies “'lo snme construc-
tive improvement of the
guality of community life",
Just a little Investigation
would have found thils state-
ment unwarrented and with-
out fact.

Sincerely,
Margaret Peylon
Delrex Blvd,

gone for nothing and that {
would nol have a chance Lo
compete. Fnrtunatnlr, the
ankle recovered quickly and
I lost only a few days of
training time.

Locking back, 1 realize
that the disappoiniment T felt
was only a fraction af that
which must have been felt by
Terry Fox last week when he
discovered that he had de-
veloped secondary cancer in
his lungs and would have to
postpone his run,

At this moment, watching .

the telethon, ! fee] ashamed
to think thal I was upset over
such a materiallstic thing ns
o roce.

My rumning has always

been vory personal tome and
since ! am involved with a
service club and Sseveral
charities in lown [ have
always said that I would
never run for money.

I must however change my .

mind. Being a runner | guess
1 felt a certain kinship with
Terry Fox.

On Friday night T went Lo
McDonalds to pick up my
pledge sheel so that 1 too
could “run for Terry'. For
those who don't know, Lhe
Idea is to log your mileage

ing Sponsors
or lerry

for the week ending Sunday,
Seplember 14, Several of my
friends and relatives have
already signed my sheet with
pledges ranging from one
cent to $1 per mile run,

I am hoping o run 100
miles this week. [ realize
that this distance i3 only a
small percentage af Terry's
3,359 miles to date, but 1}
guess every bit will he]P
cancer research and specl-
fically Terry’'s morale. 5o
far, 1 have pledges of approx-
imately $200. My goal is
$1,000.

Therefore, I am asking for

your telp - help that will find
a cure for cancer. [ would
like to see pledges [rom
olher health professicnals,
from my friends, from other
service clubs, from busi-
nésses in Georgetown but
most importantly [rom those
who care.
y Il you wish to sponsor me
in this endeavor, please
phone my office at 8770209
and help.

I have to “run" now,
thanking you for your sup-
port, I remain

Dr, Brian Markham
232 A Guelph 5t.
Geargetown

Dear Terry...

Continued from page Ad

Yrs, a place to slop and rest
awhile: :

to gather strength anew.

A time [o look back at the
cheers and smiles °

and the love that follows you,
If faith- can move the
mounlains

then love can bridge the
sfreams

s0 let us carry you nlong the
road

that leads ‘you o your
dreama.
You , have
Inspiration

glven . us

and proofl that there is love,
the disease that plagues our
nallen

we will surely rise above,
You've taken the first step
Terry

seuee l21 un go on from there
with every step we brlag you
love

and with every lear, a
prayer.

May the road rlse up to meet
¥you \

until the task [» done

hMay God hold you in the
palm of His hond.

Run Terry Run.

Here’s What

DALE

|CARNEGIE
TRAINING
CANDO
FOR YOU

 Increase Polse and

Confidence, Communicate

Effectively.
» Speak Effectively.

« Sell yourse!! and your ideas.

.= Be at your bast with any
group.
* Remamber names.

» Think and speak an your fest,

* Control t2nsion and anxiely.

+ Ba 2 beller conversationalist.
* Davelop your hidden abilities.
* Win a better job, more Income.

FALL CLASS
'NOW FORMING

For Further Infdrmation

Write or Fil-IrunE
The Herald
877-2201 or 877-8822

After Business Hours
Phone 519-744-1861

was 10 have fun, learn sports-
manship and learn to playasa
team WIN, LOSE OR DRAW.
It seems that with this ball
. club which my son paid my
. hard-earned money to join to'
play ball, the object of the
narrow-minded coach and
manager is o0 win and win
" only.
. The best nine players play
and the.balance of the team
" “ar who are supposed to
. make up the *‘TEAM' * sit and
keep the bench clean of dust
for the best nine. I find this
. very hard todigest and explain
. [0 my somn, why iwo
Indlviduals whe took the job to
teach my son and the other
" boys how to play ball as a
' team don't play him or the
other | Warmers
. they are winning by an unbeat-
' able number of runs or cne of
" the best nine gets hurt or is
' slck or whalever, '
~° Iamvery disgusted with this
"\, performance and would
* guggest that if these two
. individuals want to win so bad
that r the best nine play, g,
. maybe the Blue Jays or one of | S S A1 PORT. .. (T
' the profesaionnl ¢ waild ERSREE T s

' very lkely bo interested In N BEAIPE_S ALL

! their-type of tion, -

'+ Itdoes not impress me or my

i ' The appreciative applause from an apdlence of at least 75
John Godley people proved n litle distracting for the 13 contestants In the Elks

Lodge's preliminary competition Sunday who galhered around

RER.1
Georgetown .omeee Bill Oates for n photo. True to expectations, the young

AIR SERVICES

IS HOSTING A

'LETSTALK FLYING" NIGHT

THURS., SEPT. 18th, AT 7:45 P.M.

COME OUT 10 THE GUELPH AIRPARK
AND LEARN WITH NO OBLIGATION
WHATSOEVER HOW TO OBTAIN YOUR

PRIVATE PILOT LICENCE.

COMPLIMENTARY REFRESHMENTS AFTER.
-FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PHONE

GUELPH AIR SERVICES
824-2660

1 MILE 2. OF GUELPH ON THE 4T HWY.

SPONSORED BY
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Presented By
K.D. Crone and Associates

ladies vying for the Miss Junlor Holton Hills tille responded to
408 Meadowvale Road, Waterloo

Mr. Oates’ Art Linkietier imperavnation by saying some of the

darmedest thinge.
. {H:n'_lid pholo)




