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~ Letters to the Editor
Miss Junior Halton Hills:

the controversy continues

~ Contest organizer

responds to criticism

by these people. My address
was never printed in the two
Enperﬁ published in
iegrgetown, nor can my ad-
dress be found through Bell
Telephene, since my number
is unplisted. In fact, it’s n
another name, :
| reerived one call from a
lady who wanted my address
50 she could send me a
negative letter, Instead, she
passed my address out to
about 12 of her friends.-1
didn't even get-a letler from
her. The contents of these

- An apen letler to the readers
- of this newspaper:
1 would like Lo point out a few
- points of interest tug:::u.
It npg-enrs that the letters
of condemnution aboul m
ldea for the Georgelown Fa
Fair — "Little Miss Hallon
" Hills"' — and about myself
are from a lot of different in-
dividuals rexpressing their
views as concerned parents,
Let me point out this is nol
true. I have copies of all the
letters printed in the paper,
thnt were sent to my house

letters are all the same with
a few words changed here
and there,

~ Iwould also like to say that
information was passed onto
me regardine one of the
ladies who icondemns my
idea of “‘Little Miss Hallon
Hills" and also the baby con-
test. It seems she entered
her child’'s piclure in a con-
test sponsored bv a local
organizalion Was it alright
for her child to entei, put not
for any other parent in our
area to enter their child in

similar contesls?

To the person who said
that wmning will have a
psychological c¢ffect on a
child, let me say thal my
oldest daughier won a cuon-
test, but she doesn't po
around town su?'mg] she won
pver somecone ¢lse. | brought
her up belter than that,

Rather, the only ill effect il
can have is il her parents
keep reminding her she won,
Maybe then this is not
psychological effect, but
rather subliminal
Sugﬁﬂﬁti_ﬁn'. The method of
implanting one’s Lthoughts in
another’s mind. It's nice to
win, but it takes on an even
stronger purpodse when you
lose with grace and dignity
as you see in life all around
YOu.

As Jur Exploitation of
children for & purpose, I
wonder "whose™? [ receive
nothing out of it but the
satisfaction of  doing
somelhing {or mv_ com-
munily., There is no fee for
the child Lo enler. Certainly
not the service clubs spon-
soring a child; instead, i
may cost them money for
their own vontests leading up
to the main one. for hol dogs
drinks, etc and not the Fall
Fair Board. ‘I'nere is_time
space and the juggling of
events to make room for our
conlest,

To those people who wrote
saying I'm “exploiting”, |
ask whether you huy loys
from companies whose
whole financial well-being
revolves around children. Or
how about the many mulli-

Our daughter not affected

by winning Moncton ti

years. in this conlesl, little
girls aged five to eight years
compele for the right lo be
“gqueen’” of the festival
known as '‘Railroad Days"
and attend various functions
during the {estival.

To the editor of The Herald:
Someone advised me that
an organization in your aren
was planning to hold a con-
test similar to the ‘‘Little
Miss Ratlroad Days™ held in
IMun:tun for the past few

OQur daughter, Cindy
Smith, was five years old
when she won the title in 1978
when she entered lhe con-
test, sponsoréd by her dance
and majoretie teacher’s
school, Each contestant had

Lo have a sponsor. It wias not
a dilficult compelition, since
ali she had to do was meet
and talk with the judges,
model a bathing suit (Cindy
had a one-picce suit) and
model o party dress, Cindy

" wore a beautiful blue party

‘Moncton contest not difficult

or d_egradiligto young girls’

straight-forword manner and
nothing was done or suggested
1o place the little girls in a
degrading or embarrassing
position, .

In'1978, one of my dance and
majoretie pupils, sponsored by
my school entered the “Litlle
hliss Railroad Days™ pageant.
We were all very proud of her
when she won the title and
prizes intluding o bicycle,
Mowers and of course conslder-
able publicity. Her name is
Cindy Smith and she was {ive
yvears old at the time.

Due to the fact thal

To the editor of The Herald:

I have heard that i .is
planned to hold a pageant in
yolir area to choose a little girl
to' represent a certain festival -
ps “Little Miss". Apparently -
there has been some opposition
to Lhis suggesting that the littlé

- ones would be exploited in such
a manner as to make them
*gex symbols™.

We have had such a pageant
held In Moncton for the past
few years for little girls aged
five Lo eight ycars to choose a
“Little Miss Railread Days".

The contest was run in a very the

‘Critics of beauty pageant |

children were called vpon o
only (1} chat with the judges
{2) model a bathipg sult and
(3) model n parly dress, it was
not considered too difficult and ,

"in no way degrading for the

children. Cindy wore a one-
plece bathing sult and appear-
od tn g very pretty party dress

looking very beautiful. The

medelling was done in a
certain patlern, When Cindy
compeied for the majerelte
titles she also had to model a
party dressina T paltern as
well as her solo and a fancy
“T"' strut. So she was prepared

must be narrow-minded’

Toronto, just to name a few,
have Leing going for years.
I'm sure Gloria Steinem
would have had them stop-
ped by now, if there were
enough complaints of ¢x-
ploitation, emaotional in-

. To the editor of The Herald:
I have been visiting your
“town of 35,000 for X"
! number of years and read
your paper. | am certainly
disappointed and disgusted
* at certain townspeople who ! ‘
in my opinion must be stability or  physicel
{ “Women's Libbers™™. | can't  problems.

- imagine grown, malure .
ple in this day and age, As n projessional person
. even thinking of a three to  and mother of a daughter, 1
| five-year old being ‘ex- believe the narrow-minded
ploited™. persons should seek some
Your pageants, such as sorl of psychological or
Miss Canada, Miss Teenage psychiatric cuunselling to
America. Young Miss, Miss  c¢heck out their hangups
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regarding their views on
three to five year olds en-
tering o harmless contes!
that would bring a bit of
happiness to the little ones
for making mom and dad
proud - won or lose.
Sincerely hape the contest
is a smashing success, for 1
will be there to enjoy it, as |
hope most of the lown-
speaple will,
: Yours sincerely
Mrs, Carol Henderson
Regisiered Nurse
Lakeshore Blvd. W,
Teraonto, Ont.
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to maodel in the “*Little BMiss’

Railroad Days' conlest.
Obviousjy, there is nothing

there to suggest either exploit-

alion or making them ‘'sex

' symbaols™. If they had to pay o

high entry fee and appear in
very scanty outfits<then that
would change the noture of the
event and I would not
recammend anyone entering
an event of that kind. How-
ever, the “Little Miss Railroad
Days' children were very
ladylike in the things they
their gencral
atlitude.

In closing may I say that | do
hope the organizers of (he
even! in your ores will go
ahead with their plans. As long
s it is held in such o manner.
as to put little girls in the
spotlight wearing modest

-elothing and “little girl"”

clothing, then there shoutd be
nothing wrong with the staging
af the cvent. The experience
gives children an opportunity
to come out of their shells and
not be afraid to meet people
(under proper circumstances)
and to meet other children and
gel along with them. They aiso
learn thal it takes a greal deal
more to be a graceful loser
than o happy winner. They can
[earn many wvaluable lessons
from an event of this kind f it
is staged decently and faicly.
Good luck to the organizers
and to the contestants!
Sincerely,
- Mrs. Tdaclla Balser,
323 Highfield St.,
Moncion, N.B.
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dress with plenty of rullles
which was designed and
made by Mrs. Balser, her
dance and majorelte
tcacher,

She was nol overly ner-
vous, as Mrs. Balser teaches
her students that winning is
nol the most imporiant
thing, but thal meeting girls
from olher places and en-
joying the event,is more im-
portant. As a result, her
pupils are morerelaxed and
do extremely well in com-
pelitions. :

¢, her father, her sister
l.isa and me, were very
roud of her when she won
ic title. We were cqually
proud of her when she won
‘Little Miss Majorette' of
New Brunswick and also of
the Maritimes for children
up to six years advanced and
several other trophies. She
had to leave the compelition
for a time to mect her
oblipations as ‘“‘Little Miss
Railroad Days’’, .(Inciden-
tally her sister Lisa, 16, has
won “Miss Majorette fittes
hetsell). )

With regard to the “Little
Miss ailroad ﬂﬂifﬁ
geant, we did not {eel that
his would in an ‘
degrade L‘imi:f or pul her in
an unfaverable light. it did
not affect her in any way
other than thal she was hap-
py she won, as she received
spme very nice prizes and

she liked participating in the -

various functions such as the

. official opening, closing, cle.

If she was allowed to enler
:]pfain (they arc not if they
win) and if she wished 1o do
s0, we would have no objee-
tions as there was nolhing
degrading at all in the whole
contest.

Perhaps some conlests
have been held for the little
ones which were not run

roperly and this could be

ad for them, However, that
is not the case in Monclon. 1
thoupht 1 would write and let
au know how we, as parents
ell about allthis. We werein
complete accord with this
event and how il was condue-
ted, H your orgamzalion
decides to hold their event, i
wish them luck and success,
1 also hope this letter will
help to dispel anv fears other
l)ilﬁ.‘nl‘:i may have about
heir little girl entering such
ancvent.
Yours truly
Mrs. Wendel t Marie) Smith,

302 Robinsan 5t, -

~ Moneton, N.1.

‘me is the ex

way .

mulion dollar advertisement
agencies that use children to
market their products? I say
don’t stop at writing to me or
the local pers; conlacl
them, let them know, find
out their rt-ﬁl:)ons::;. This to

pitation you're
Lalking about.

To lhe pcople who have
said I am parading children
like livestock. Turn your
TV on anylime and you can
see  children *'parading
around'’. For example
C.HCH. (TV 11} has
Hamilton’'s Tiny Talent
Time or CKCO (TV 13) has
Kitchener's Bi;i Tu%Talent.
the follow-up fo *"Big Al's
Talent Time'. These shows
are geared for 500,000 to
1,000,000 people. .

To the [.‘lf."ﬂlplE who said the
children will be used as sex
symbols, think of the above
too. 1t's alright to turn on ™V
and watch without thoughts
of sexual stercolyping, ex-
ploitation, showing our
children for the things they
are themselves, but it's wro-
ng in the minds of some
people in this town to ahve
an innocent contest. I say to
these few: Kee[: our
thoughts to yourself, don'l
take an innocen! =~ event,
twisting it arcuna to your
way of thinking, and try 1o
resent it Lo a community of
000 people as i you're
resenting them.

ou're enlitled lo your
thoughts and opinions.

I respect you for some
thoughls you have wrilten
about in letters Lo the editors
over the years, so [ hasten to
point out if you would expend

61
re

* half the energy for the

community that you use in
wriling your thoughts on
paper, the town would be a
much better place to Live in.
There are so many things to
be done here; nUrsing
home, a new wln& for the
hospital, a bus for the senior
citizens, just lo name a few,

To the people who say I'm
a sexist, 1 would like to point
out that this idea siarled
with Mrs. Liz Malone (who
was born not far from here)
and her husband, Bob
Malone, who at the Ume of
the Monclon contest, was
Canadian Naltional
President .of the Jayccey.
Other towns and cities
across Canada have the
same 'FRC' of contests, in-
cluding Miss. Toronto and
“Little Miss Burlington®,
sponsored by the Jaycees,

Finally, to the few Service
Clubs and merchanls in
town, who say the “Little
Misa Halton Hills Pageant”
is of no use or benefit {or the
communily, let me point out
that “'Little Miss Railroad
Days"” in Moncton, N.B,, at-
tends many civic funclions
and cutting of ribbons to
open new buildings, etc. on
behalf of her city as a roving
good will ambassador to
neir:hhnrmg towns, cities,
and other provinces.

In closing, | don’t have to
go any farther to defend
mysell because of the man
people who have called.
writlen or stop me to
voice support for *““Little
Miss Halton Hills"". T never
thought that negative
thoughts such as those
nrougnt up in letters would
even cnter anyoneé's mind
from a innocent Pageant
that has been going on for
years and is stifll being held
and will as [ong as aur earth
s populated.

since one of the letter-
writers used a poem for s
thoughts, I'fl close with a
quole:

Do unto others as you
would have them do unto
you'™, ;

Yours sincerely

James Barrett -
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DAYCARE MUNCHKIN

Terrl Barber seems 1o be pelting a good grip on her hamburger al the Maple Avenue
Reglonal Pay Care Centre barbecue lust Wednesdoy evening. Parents and children gathered for
g petluck supper of hot dogs. hamburgers und other goodies supplied by the parents,

i (Herald photo by Lorl Taylor}

¥

‘Contest will encourage

a narcissistic complex’

programmes that inspire
creativity and imaginative
talents, rather than ae-
tivities which encourage al
an carly age, a narcissislic
camplex,

Educationally construc-
tive activities, endorsing
positive social and morai
values would be applauded
by the citizens of this town. It
would be a shame to Sec
Georgetown's children in-
volved in a contest which
would stress the hollow
standards that appeur fo be
exemplified in a growing
numhber of activities within
our present society. L

Yours sincerely,
Lyndsey and Doug Thom
15 Lucinda Place
Georgetown

children should be assessed
to determine the values that
it instils in the boys or girls,
place an over-emphasis upon
distorted values.

We hope thal the Fair
Commiitee does incorporale
children's programmes i its
plans, but let them be such

To the editor of The Herald:

We read with astonishe
ment in both The Herald and
Independent, of the proposed
plan of the Georgetown Fall
Fair Commiitee to hold a
preschool beauly contest.

Any acuwity involving

More letters
Pages A6, A7 and B7
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Excitingly New From
STEP-RITE SHOES

i Flatter your feet
4{ with dressy fashlons
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"Your Naturalizer Store

\ STEP-RITE SHOES

WHERE FASHIOMN & COMFORT GO TOQGETHER

38 Maln 5175,
Downtown Qeorgelown

877-1263
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