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Why even discuss

Second Class Mail Registered Number — 094)

closing hospital?

- It was quite a shock for a lot of local
Toronto Star readers when they spotted the
recent Peel-Haiton page headiine in-
dicating that Gw and District
Memorial Hospital have to close due
to a lack of funds, -

As{t turned out, of course, The Star had
been polling area hospitals with regard to
new health minlstry cutbacks and found a
spokesman at the Georgetown facility
reasl{, to say that closure was a distinct
possibility, That possibility was over-
stressed, though: closing stll-young
hospital was only ocne of a number of rather

- vague and far-fetched options the hospital
board had considered in light of renewed
fiscal restraint.

So Halton Hills citizens who have come
to appreciate the Georgetown hospital fer
its service and close prﬂﬂmitg can breathe
a sigh of relief. Or can they?

t alarms us that the local hospital
board should even bave to consider the
option of closure - however remote it ma
be - in Ita struggle to cope with rising a

ministratlon and ofaernttng costa and

declining government funds.

~ The provincial government has been

consistently criticized in recent years for

fa to udua]uatel! meet the needs of

Ontario's health and social service agen-

cles. The provision of funds to such

agencies through municipal channels
continuga to be a problem that plagues

Halton regiongl council, a body which must

itself constantly refer to the provincial

budget, shrug Its shoulders over declining

Queen's Park grants and, ironically, bear

much of the public criticism at election

time,

* When a funding cause so Integral {o the

health and welfare of the province is

neglected in favor of other spending
priorities, there must be something
serjously wrong with the government
which allocates that funding. Without
benefit of a detailed account of government
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Although weekly news quotas are only beginn-
ing to rise again after the usual summer doldrumas,
the past couple of weeks have been a bit more
difficult for me because, as well as belng {manag-
ing) editor, I've also been acling sports edilor and,
osiensibly, acling editorial cartoonist.

Both Herald sports editor Mark Clairmont
and cartoonist Greg Landry opted for late summer
hotldays, leaving me with my fingers on (wo
typewriter keyboards and an independently-minded
{oot ekelching ldeas for new cartoons.

The latter task fturned out Just f{ine: our
editorial page carried a reminder of The Herald's
impending Open House two weeks ago, complete
with a drawing of the new bullding rendered by
Donna Talton of our adverlising staff, and then one

Canada Safety Council concerning school bus safely

week.

Although I've drawn editorial cartoons for
The Herald in Lhe past, not having to come up with
scintillatingly toplcal caricalures and punchlines
eased Lhe situation somewhal. Putling oul two
Sporls Weeks, however, was a differenl matter.

Quite frankly, I'm no jock. I participate in
tennlgs and watch hockey, but 'm no baseball-
football-soceer lan, and those sports, of course, are
the big news in Halton Hills these days. Adding to
my confusion as I tried to assemble each week's
gports section was the great proliferation of various
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week later featured a carloon submitied by the

spending priorities, we cannot launch any

ifie nftack. but instinct alone tells us

at the ministry of health holds a distant

itton far d other Queen's Park
partments.

A number of ministries - consumer and
commercial affairs, industry and tourism,
culture and recreation, environment,
educatlon and, most notably, energy -

- absorb large chunks of the Ontario’s annual
budget, in many cases somewhat smaller
then the health ministry’s budget but in-
;.rn.-.:riﬁbly less justified in terms of public

erest,

Each time you hear a politician or
public servant complain about dwindling
provinclal funds for a new daycare
program, & new hospital expansion or a
new seniors’ care facility, k ahout the
bundreds of thousands of dollars belng
spent through Queen’s Park on, say, On-
fario Hydro's self-serving television ad-
vertising, or erhaps extenaive
promotional campalgns f{or culture and
recreation, or even the latest innovations in
education.

Fallure to meet the most basic needs of
a society already beleaguered by
:kgocket inflation can only compound

ting problems. A cutback in welfare
services here might turn this young man to
crime; a reduction in daycare services
there might lead that mother of three to
leave the job that's giving her family a
second income,

Certainly, compared to other
ministries, the health domain seems in-
vulnerable to any charges of service
duplication and irresponsible allocation of
funds: what 1s there is necessary; the point
is that more s needed as well,

Let's shuffle the province’s funding
prioritles to ensure that services most in
need are well-maintained and properly
administered. The health of Ontario ap-
pears to be at stake.

Letter from
the Editor

Paul Dorsey

Cathy

teams and leagues in each sport, every one of which
.quite rightfully expects lo see its weekly resulls in
the paper, ;
Herein lies Sports Week's blggest problem
and the source of Mark Clairmont's biggest
headache. The poor fellow has been chided many
times by readers and co-workers allke (or falllng to
get specific results in his secllion, sometimes for
several weeks at o time. How Mark usually
priorizes such contributed copy I do not know, but I
am sure he dees not deliberately nssign low priority
o any one sport or league, even though it must scem
50 to socme readers.

But several Iactors conspite to keep some
copy out of the paper week afler woek. Without
getting too technical, suffice it to explain Lhat
advertising requlrements and press restrictions
have limited Sports Week's size within Section A of
The Herald to a maximum of three pages. As has
happened on at least two previous occasions, sporls
news also flnds its way into fourth, Gith and even
sixth pages inslde Sections B and C, but no cne
particularly likes splitting up the sports section like
that,

The alternative now being considered s to
furn Section B in its entirely into onc big Sporis
Week, complete with [is own {ront page. The chief
resiriction here is that Section B 03 a rule must be
run ofl on our press before Seclion A and early
encugh so Lhat it doesn't hold up production, but
sports copy coming lhrough the mallsiot is invariab-
Iy too late to allow much leeway.

Anyway, leave it to Mark and 1; we'll find a
solution and probably surprise everyone [n the
process.

As Mark was packing his bags fotr a trip home
to Gravenhurst al the outset of hig vacation, s job
application came in lhe mail from a young lady
seeking journalism work in Onlorio. 1 surveyed
Cathy Clark’s expericnce credentials from lhe east
coast and let out a wenry sigh al the prospect of
hiring her as Sporls Edilor. You see, as Mark would
well appreciate, Cathy made the brilliant strategic
move of enclosing a phole of hersell, reproduced
here. Male readers will perhaps appreciate the

_ dilenma [ [aced,

Bul the lwo weeks went jusl fine and now
Murk is back {n the fold, all a-Muster thal production
didn't come to a halt in his sbaence and determinad
to gel every score amxl game credil insid: his
columnas.

It's a new scason for Sports Week, and one to
look [orward to, I'm sure,

As for you, Cathy, kevp those cards and
lelters coming, We'll find you 4 reporting job when
The Herald goes daily. -

=

<’ ABOUT

By Stewart .

MacLeod

OTTAWA Bareau
Of The Hetald
Manjloba Premier Sterling Lyons
iz not far off the mark this time: Prime
Minister Trudeau, he thinks, Is so
mesmerized with constitutiona) reform
that he can think of lliite else.

“He s totnily and completely
preoccupled with the tme [rame,”
says the hoat of thls week's premier's
conference, “Iwouldsay . . . that other
problems which other people in Cana-
da feel are of equal Importance don't
seem to reglster with him or his
government.”

On further thought, that might be
putting it just a big strongly, but it's
not entirely wrong. Ii's been a long
time since the prime minister has
shown a tendency to sink his teeth into
any other issue. Ever since the May 20
Quebec referendum, when Trudeau
promised a renewed (ederalism, Otta-
wa seems (o have been totally emersed
In constitutional relorm.

It wasn't too many months ago
that, under n Conservative govern-
ment, we seemed similarly preoccupl-
ed with our economlc woes. And while
there has been very tlttle change in this
area -~ nll the same problems remain -
we seldom hear a word about the
economy. About the only time Finance
Minister Allan McEachen has been
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FCAUSE RUMoe
=¥ TOsATAC clogy,

[n the news over the laat few months
was when he donned his kilt to open the
Highland Games. .

I bet former Tory [Inance minister
John Crosble wishes he had simllar
distractions. He couldn’t even put on a
palr of mukluks without being doused
In damnations,

ELUSIVE DEADLINE

But we weren't preoccupied with
the constitfution in those daye. That was
before Prime Minister Trudesu re-ent-
ercd the scene declaring a September
deadline for substantinl a ment on
constitutiona! reform - a deadline that
has become more elusive with each
passing week,

There seems to be near-unanimous
agreement that our federation should
be revised without undue delay, and
that some progress would be desirabla
ptior to the next Quebec election when
the issue of renewed federallsm will
again be in the forefront. And there .
(s no doubt about Trudeau’s determin-
ation to bring ahout a new made-In-
Conada constitution befcre he steps
down from office. This has always been
his steely-eyed objective,

With virtually all premiers having
entered the referendum campaign to
assure Quebecers that a No vote would
be interpreted as a desire for constitut-
lonal refarm, Truodeau was probably
prudent to move quickly folowing the
vole. But in light of subsequent events,
it would appear that his timetable is
simply too tight, his approach teo rigid,
when you consider that constliutional
reform and energy pricing have been
melted into the same maorass.

NOT HELPFUL

And the prime minister hasn't
really helped the difficult negotintions
with hiz velled threats of unllateral
action, perhaps involving a national

referendum. Il has placed enormous”

pressure on the provincta)l premiers
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Trudeau’s single-mindedness

doesn’t help BNA meetings

whose demaonds, In 5ome cases, may
appear unreasonable but who nonethe-
less has meant that they, like the prime
minister, have also become preoccupi-
ed with the issue.

Apart from the travelling attorn-
eys-general, who have been debating
consittutional reform in a summer
travelogue, there have been countless
meetings of officials, untold speeches
by the prime minister and the premie-
ra, and & growing feellng that nothing
else matters much in this summer of
constitutional discontent.

Even Oitawa's Natlonpal Presas

Club, which normally has trouble

dredging up interesting luncheon
spenkers, has been fending off requests
from politicians whowant to talk about
the constitution. When cabinet com-
mitiec meets, that’s ali they talk about.
When the New Democrets and Tories
get together these days, it's all about
developing constitutional positions.
When the provineial premlers sit down
in Winnipeg, with countless other
difficultles facing them, they will be
almost entirely preoccupled with the
constitution. Deep down they are all
angry with Trudeau's threst of unilate.
ral action and the current federal
advertising blitz that could be selting
the atage for a national referendum.
As o result of various preasures,
some rather sirident statements are
being made - slatements that do
nothing foe the success of the current
negotiations. This is not to suggest that
the prime minlster’s rigidity |s the scle
cause of the warming war between the
federal and provinclal governments,
but the cause of peace and
could doubtless be enha with =
little more apparent conciliation at the
top. I doubt whether even the most
impatient Quebecers expected miracl-
£s to happen just four months after the
referendum. ;

Shortage of election issues

prompts riding strategies

By Derek
Nelson

Queen's Park Bureau
Of The Herald

Eleclions come al two levels; one
being the sﬁmchns. the hoopla, the
issues, and the politician appealing for
votes, Ihe other the nitly-gritty back-
room work of choosing the seats (hat
lead to victory.

Let's make Lthe doubt{ul assump-
tion that Premier Bill Davis decldes to
seek & new mandate al the polls Lhis
fzll. How does his party go about 11?7
And how does Lhe oppasilion react?

Politicians somelimes joke about
sweeping every seal or that Lheir party
Is in a battle {o win all 125 seals at
sloke.

But they are nol serious. Polilical
professinnals ¢nncentrate their resou-
rees an whers Hlwy think they can win.

This ix even more mportant when
one consiiers the likelihood Lhat the
next elcetion will probably lock the
kind of emotional issues (antl-Davis in
1975 separale schools in 1971) that
cause heavy voler swings.

The name of the game {s forming

the government. _

I one Is & Conscrvative the gonl Is
recapturing the majority government
lost in the near-rout of 1975, and which
remalned elusive during the 1977 re-
run,

OTHERS, TOO

That means the Tories are shoot-
ing for 8 minimum of 63 seats, a gain of
six aver thelr current 57, )

Onc additional seat was Conserval-
ive, but the incumbent retired Lhis
spring, Should any others do so befare
the next election, and rumors indicate
a couple wlll, then the Tory count will
drop further,

This is becouse of o commen
polltical assumption that incumbents
ore (usunlly) harder to beat than
newcomers, 50 when a member relires
the riding shifls from being a senl the
party hopes to “keep”’ lo ane the party

- musi “'ake”

Mecanwhile Lhe opposition Liberals,
who hold 4 seats and the New
Democrals with 33, have a somewhat
different perspective. Neither can real-
jstically expect to form a majority
pgovernment.

But both can aim for a minerity
situation where their party would
squeak through with a plurality of
seats and thereby [orm the next
government. .
TOUGH JOR

The minimum either must win to
form a minority govermment s 43

. seats, and that assumes all three

parties run nearly equal, so a more
rensonable target for victory is about

43 sents,

In historical terms that is chancy
but not an impossible task,

" The Conservatlves have not topped
(tin tound numbers) 50 per cent of the
vole since 1929, but conversely they
have dropped below 40 per cent but
twice (1043, 1975).

The Liberals have beaten the 40
per cent mark but twice (1834, 1937) in
that time, while protest parties (UF0,
CCF, NDP} have conly managed to
squeak aver the 30 per cent barrier but
once {1943}

And thal explpins the secret of
Tory longevily in Ontarlo, for although
more than half Lthe electorate rejects
the Conservaolives every election, neit-
her opposition party can draw the
dissatisfied to them alone

NEW APPROACRH

So the emphasls the ition
parties must take [s to hold their own
geals while nibbling away at Tory
geals where each can convince the
electorale that are the “‘real”

' oppposition nlternalive.

Coincldentally most ridings in the
province where there is any chance of
gains or lossea (maybe 50 in total) are
two-way fighls between the Torles and
one or other opposition party, with the
third partly playlng the role of spoiler.

For the Conservatives therpadtoa
majorily is holding their own and
sneaking a seat here and there across
the wm where an opposition in-
cumbent selires or looks vulnerable.

For now, lacking major lssues, It
doesn't look ensy for any party.

. and on vacant Delrex p

Halton’s
History

From our files

THIRTY YEARS AGO — Fire of unkpown origin

destroyed a six-room frame dwelling on the farm of
K.C. Lindsay, on the oulskirts of town early
Tuesday afternoon. The fire was first discovered by
Mre. Lindsay about two o’clock and an alarm turned
In. However, the fire had such headwsy by
this time that the entlre siructure was raped.

DA PR s G el o, TS i, et
a polato crop he can : A '
a3 a member of the Limehouse School Garden
Brigade, planted four polatoes welghing four ounces
each, and purchased from Webb's Seeds. From his
sced, he has reaped a crop weighing 32 , four
ounces, This iz probably a record yieid and Bert
hopes to win the prize offered by Webb's Seeds.

Georgetown Lorne Scots Band were in their
ususal good form last Thursday and once again
brought honor to themselves and the town by
placing first in Lhe band centest at the Canadian
Natlonal Exhibition. Only two bands were in the
compelition this year, a third band falling to put in
an appearance at the test,

TWENTY YEARE AGO - etown'a firat
one-way Btreet will be establiahed when amend-
ments (o the traffic bylaw become law a few weeks
from now. Creation of cne-way traffic oo Wesleyan
Street and on the block of Market Streel between
Wesleyan and Young is one of several amendments
ckayed by councll at Tuesday'a meeting.

Mr. and Mrs. S.S. Rivetl are justly proud of their
irish setter, Guard, who made an outstanding win
In the dog show at the Canadian National Exhibition
Guard, already a prize winner in other shows, was
chosen best Canadian bred sporting dog, while alsc
winning best of opposite sex. He scored three flrals
and bwo reserve wins in the show,

Do you picture the helmeted racing car driver
as a brash Mickey Rooney — type extrovert? If so,
you're wrong, at least in the case of Grant Clark, of
Stevens Crescent, a soft-spoken, unassuming racing
car driver whose dally Job is belng an suditor In
Toronio, Mr. Clark drives a “souped-up™ production
Austin-Healy. Only Lhe insides of a car can be
changed. Structurally, the car has to be left the
same as it came from the [actory.

Evidence of Georgelown's Bantam hockey
sirenglh was prematurely revealed in & surprising
incident at the Weston Arena lost week. Making
their debut at the summer hockey schoal, the
twenty-plus Georgelown Bantams at the end of their
first practice were invited to take on the cream of
the school's hackey crop who have been brushing up
on their game .-all summer. The Georgetown
youngsters whi them 4-1. :

‘“This is one of the worst areas for hay fever and
other allergies and we shouldn’t be apathetic about
weed control,” sald Coun. lan Cass during a
discussion on the subject at the council meeting on
September &, The discussion followed reading of a
letter frem county weed inspector V. McArthur,
following an inspection he had made a few weeks
agoin town. Mr. McArthur pointed to the unusuelly
high incldence of weeds in two areas near Ann Stret
riles, :

Five town-owned lots in Sunbeam Helghts will
be offered for sale according to a decision made by
council Tuesday. The five, believed by council to be
too small for 2 recreation area, were part of the
subdividers’ requirements when the land was built
on a few years ago.

Stepped-up police eénforcement of the Highway
Troffic Act within town limits and an increasingly
traffic safety-consclous population has worked
wonders with the local accident rate, which to date
stands at 67 for the year. At this time last year, the
number of reportable accldents stood at 107, Tho
steep decline has dropped the accident toll to its
lowest point in memory, It is the first time in four
yuaasmd that the figure has dropped below one
hun ;

TEN YEARS AGO — Rumors have been circulaling
that Mayor Wheldon Emmerson will not seek
re-election in December, and on Monday he made it
officlal. At the end of the counci]l meeting, the mayar
told colleagues he has decided to retire at the end of
his two-year {erm.

Georgetown will hold a plebiscite vote on
licencing lounges and dintng lounges to sell liquor at
the December 7 municipal elections. Al least one
molel i3 belng planned on Highway 7 and the
promolers have indicaled that a liquer licence 1s an
integral parl of the plan.

Halton farmers will start withholding taxes -
January 1, 1971. The Ontar{o Federation of Agricul-
lure began the tax withholding action {o pressure
the provincial government inlo removing the cost of
education from real properly. Halton is Lhe only
county in which municipaliles must pay their
echool board levy bylaw. In other counties, the
requisition for funds was not recelved [rom the
school board by the legal deadline #nd municipal
councils could withhold education funds until
December 31, 1971,

With all 24 apartments occupled in Kincourt,
Georgetown's new apartment house on Hyde Park
Drive which is reserved for senlor clitizens, counci!
has initinted action o have further unils made
avallable, A council motion asks Ontario Housing
Corporation to enlarge the present building or bulld
&n additienal ene. _

After an absence of three years, Georgetown
Citizens' Band, reorganized just six weeks ago,
entered the Canadian National Exhibition bands
competition Sunday - and took (irst place. In
winning, the band brought home the Whaley-Royce
Trophy and $400. :

A Sarah Street resident, an elderly widow, haa
some nice thinga to say abeut a group of youngsters
in the nelghborhood. One day last week soon afler a
friend had ealted at her home with a birthday gift, a
young nelghbor lad knocked at the door and asked,
“Is this your birthday?'" Answered in the affirmat-
ive, he wished her many happy returns of the day.
And toher surprise, a few hours later, six little boys
called with a beautiful plant as a gift.

ONE YEAR AGO — Heal Estate is booming:in the”
area served by the Brampton Real Estate Borad,

which Included Georgetown, according to the

board's presdient, Tom Cooper. Mr. Cooper reporis

42 per cent of the properiles listed with board

members in the first sx months of 1979 haye been

sold.

A relatively small turn-out at last week's public
meeting on the new Glen Williams Secondary Plan
led planning board chairman Mike Armatrong to
pasume the plan had generally satisified Glen
residents, butl two lengthy submissions followed
which could bring about extensive changes. A
petition bearing 138 signatures, ting all the
residents its authora had time lo canvasa, eriticizled
the town {or incorporating less than a of the
resident’s suggestions into the revised plan while
making new changes which benefit Chateau Beleir
Developments. .

A proposal lo develop a 268-lot industrial
subdivision near Hornby met with positive reaction
from some members of the town planning board
when it was presenied {ast . If eventually
approved, the subdivision would represent s fruftful
end to a six-year-old dispute over cootrol of the
property, located between Highway 401 and Steeles
Avenue just west of Hornby.




