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The Jr. Miss Halton Hills controversy

‘Incensed’
at Fall Fair’s
stereotyping

To the editor of The Herald:

I wiil do my best to make this
letter as coherent as possible,
although I am presently so

incensed that T am not sure 1

will succeed. I am referring to
the article en the front page of

The Herald of August 20.

1 cannot believe that Ln 1980
anyone  would seriously
attempt toruna “Junior Miss"
beauty pageant! In an age
where couniless towns and
cities In North Amerlea are
phasing out "or changing
beauty confests, it is incon
ceivable that such a conlest
waould be introduced in Halton
Hills, My husband and 1 are
trying our best to raise our two
young daughters 1o believe
that their God given intelli-
gence, honesty, and hard
work, are the makings of a
rewarding life and thal
physical looks are  not as
impartant 4s how  beautiful
they are inside.

Hallon Hills calls itsell a
growing, progressive lown, but
it will indeed be o step back-
ward if we allow a conlesl
where young girls are intro-
duced to the sexual stereatyp-
ing, and vanity that can hinder
their growih as important,
vita]l members of a communi-
iv. In many cities, there is now
n combined male-femate
contest where the merits of

baoth sexes are laken into’

considerotion. Perhoaps o
contest where bath little boays
and little girls are judged on
their looks would be more
acceplable to the maony
parents who will be offended
by this p:tgﬂ-anl as it now
stands.

What irritated me most in

the article was the discovery
that the Service Clubs
approached as sponsors were
all-male clubs. 1 nm & member
of a very prominent female
auxiliary Service Club and we
were not asked to sponsor, asl
doubt any of the many olher
Women's Clubs and Sorocities
in this community were.
Please do nol misunderstand
the motive for this writing. 1
am not trying toapoll anyone's
fun ar discourage - the
enthusiasm for the Fall Foir. 1
am Irying lo give nnother
rspective to the suggesiion
that Halton Hills needs 'a
beguty contest for liftle girls to
“revitalize the Georgetown
Fall Falr''.
Surely there are other
alternalives!
Sincerely,
Morny Malcolmson,

The fate of the Georgetown Fall Falr's first Junlor Miss
Halton Hilla™ contest, proposed only a week ago, Is being
challenged by a voeal contingenl of residents disappointed and,
in many coses, appalled al what they consider 1o be a blatani
example of sexual stereotyplng, Three-year old Bernadette
{above) is not eligible for the conlest since her father, Hm
Barrell s orgeniting the event, but many Halten Hills girls aged
ihree to flve - and thelr parenls - are walllng 10 see whether o
subsiantinl letter-writing compaign will alfect the declsion of the
Georgelown Fall Booard and coniesl sponsors.
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‘Very much opposed’

-mother of 3-year old

Mr, and Mrs. J, Barrett,

As b mother of a three-year
old girl and a former primary
school teacher, 1 feet it s my
duty to write you and tel] you
that I am very much op
to 'Beauty Contests’ for child-
ren.

Such & competition would

teach our children that all

adults place a great emphasis

on a beautifi! body and face -
Nonsense¢! Imagine losing a
contest baged on such super-
ficial qualities at the tender
oge of three!

Since "Beauty Contesls' arce
the product of the adult mind,
then it seems orly right that
consenting adults be Lhe only
participants, Why should
nalve children be put through
all this phoney baloney just to

please a few over 18's’ ?

The exhibition of children
does not belong at a traditional
Fall Fair. Bring on the
livestock and let them be
oohed and aahed and prodded
al - Not our daughters!

Sineercly yours,

Susan Schmeler -

17 Eleanor Crescent,
Georgetown.

"What will they learn from this?’

Ta the editor of The Herald:
Today I felt

after reading

regarding, "'Junior Miss™.

Are we supposed to stand by
and allow our town to show
not

these young  children,

Ex-teacher questions ‘lessons’

ly to "'look good™.
2. Someone who is physically

Dear Mr. Borrelt:

[ was appalled to learn of
your intent to stage a Junior
Miss Beauly Pageant at this
year's Fall Fair. 1 wonder if
you realize the exploitation,
soxist nnd unfair nature such o
compelition has and the warp-
ed wvalues It teaches our
children.

As a former primary school
teacher, let e oulline for you
just what lessons you'll be
feaching.

1. Self-worth can be measured
by color of halr and eyes, body
shape and size and ene's abili-

depressed
the article

mucth more than bables,
what ls important in li{e?
Not if it shows them that
beauty 1s what (8 important.
What will these children
‘have learned when the judg-
ing s done? The winner will

gitraclive is a “"winner'.
Someone less attractive Is a
“loser™, There [ no need to
Investigate further as people,
particularly women, ace easily
judged by appearance alone.
3. Physical Etauty is an attri-
bute more valuable than all
others (kindness, fairness,
intelligence, etc.) and there-
fore deserves the Ume, effort
and expense required to keep
up a ‘“‘Jashionable front'. It
doean’t matter that the winner
may be a selfish, whiney, bully
as long as she looks good.

learn how beauty will have
ople interested in her. It
rings adulntion. The losers
will realize they didn't make
it because of something they
connot change. - They Jjust
aren’t good enough.

4. Sex, as well os physical
attractiveness can be used Lo
gain an objective, particularly
if one is [emale and the
prospective benefactor, male.
{Why else are the conlestants
girls,” the judges men and
bathing suits a part of the
contest?).

5. Exploiting others [or your
own cntertalnment ts fine,
Adultzs doit all the time. In this
case, a few girls will [eel
embarrassed parading them-
selves in front of crowds; a few
will feel clumsy as Lthey are
osked to display grace and

. polse beyond Lhelr years; a

- Please Georgetown,

haven't we. came further
thap thia? -

Sincerely,

Margaret Peyton,

377 Delrex Blvd,

Georgetown,

few won't understand why they
should smile when they don't
feel like it and doubtless, a few

will cry and feel awful when

ihey lose. But it's necessary
because the grown-ups like it -
see them clap and lavgh and
smile,

Are these the lessons you
really want to leach, Mr.
Barrelt? I don't think so.
Please reconsider your Iden
for & Junior Miss Beauty
Pageant.

Yours truly,
Gail Rutherford,
63 Eleanor Cres,,

Ceargetown.

‘Contest ?ignores- kids’ qualities’

To the editor of The Herald:
Dear Sir,

I appreciate the concern
for the welfare of the Fall
Fair that has been addressed

by the Barrett fomily.
However, 1 am disappoint-
ed that the means to inject
interest in a community
activity is one Lhat Ignores
the true qu alll‘.ies of children.

My children-and T havea s
year old daughter - are being
raised to appreciate the
worth of all people, regard-
less of appearance or hnndi—
caps.

[ trust that the Barreils
will enjoy living in George-
lown and come to appreciate
all our children.

L Sincerely,
Cheryl Lightowlers

‘No winners in this kmd of contest’

Dear Mr, and Mrs, Barrelt,

I hope that you will reconst-
der your- reported suggestion
that a heauty contest be held at
the Georgetown Fall Fair with
the participants three to five
year old girls, 1 believe Lhat
any competitive situntion is
difficult for children of this age
to cope with, However, a

To the editor of The Herald;
Dear Sir,

- As the father of a litlle girl

whowould be “eligible' for the

fall fair beauly coniest, T must

express my objection to such

an event. 1t is one thing for

contest based on (actors over
which they have absolutely no
contrel, le, their appearance
and talents - is potentially very
damaging lo thelr dﬂ't{mﬁ'&
sense of self-warth.

It must be emphasized that
this type of contest encourages
in children and aduits of both
sexes anattitude which women

adulls to compele in such an
event when understand
the meaning of competition, It
is quile another when adult
judges are going to decide and
tell emall children which is
pretticr. The idea Is absolutely

. tes. Il an adult,

the world over have been
battling for years -ie, that

their worth as human beings is
based on their physical atlibwy-
it [s ollen

called “sex appeal” in this

. contest it will probably be

called “culeness’. It is nonbe
the less exploitalion of the
worst kind, My dicllonary

stupid. This is not a contest for
the children, but for the
thoughtless parents who wish
to live their {antasles

* through their children, to the

child’s
best idea

. If thls Is the
[aliﬂ_llr board can

deflincs the word "exploita-
tion™ as selfish or ynfair use. It
describes this' sjluation very

“well indeed,

[ fee! sure that if you think
this through carefully, you wil
agree that there can be no
winner in a contest of this
nalure, Sincerely

Eunice Mtﬂnwun

- ‘Contest is for parents, not kids’

come up with, then they should
forget the whole thing.
Very disappointed,
Murray Mcintosh
P.S. A copy of this letter has
been sent to Mr and Mrs,
Barrett.

‘Will boycott fair and contest’

Te the editor of The Herald:
Dear Sir,

] was dismayed to read
about the proposed beau
contest for liftle girls at the fa
falr. I consider it ludicrous to

i

tako advantage of a liltle
chlid’s natural dmlm {o "dresa

up" b:f tting them in a
cﬂlawd in bathing
mihnndmenl "l'hh;

ia child Erp!uitllii on of the

greal tﬁ?t kind!

wili personally baycolt the
fall fair if they mmlm this
freakish auggestion. | also feel

that any group or indiyidual
who believes in children’s

rlghts should boyeott a fair

that would subject children to

such a tosteless, demeaning
event,

Sincerely,

Janet McInlosh

Letters to the Editor
‘Grave implications ahead
for children’s development’

Fdilor's Nale: Following are

open lellers Lo Jlm Barrell
concerning the proposed

Junlor Mlss Beauly Pageant,

‘Contest could cause
loss of self-esteem’

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Barrett:

I fee]l compelled 1o inform
vou how strongly [ disap-
prove of ihe proposed baby
show and *Jupior Miss"
benuty pageant,

Competition is widely
recopnized by child psycho-
logists as being harmiul for
ali children, but particularly
so for the age of the children
suggested for the beauly
pageant. They have no abili-
ty o handle the feeling of
rejection and worthlessness
brought an by losing. The
resulting loss of sell-esleem
could have serious and long
lasting effects on a child's
ability to relate to others and
onn cognilive development,
Furthermore, Lhe decision to
enter the contest will be
made nat by the child, but his
parents. In effect, these
children are being used as
pawns to gratify their
parents’ £go,

The " Junjor Miss” contest
would appear to be planned
as some grolesque parody of
an adult beauty pageant. The
resulling speclacie would
seemn lo be humiltating and
patronizing

‘Admire
spirit
but...’

Dear Mr. and Mrs, J. Barretl,

1t is very difficull for me to
write this letter bul, as a
concerned Georgetown parent,
I leel T must. I find it difficult
because I admire vyour
community spirit and desire to
revitalize the Geargetown Fall
Fair, Certainly, it needs a good
dose of such enthusiasm.

However, I {ind your propos-
ed methed very difficult Lo
accepl: namely, the “beauty
contest’” for three Lo five year
olds. The idea of young girls of
that age being “chesen™ to be
sponsored by service clubs
solely on their “'cuteness’ and
paraded and judged publicly in
bathing suils and evening
gowns Is totally unaccepiable
to me {or several reasons,

It is an aping of the beauty
centest format which is in poor
taste even when adults are
invalved and a “'talent™ aspect
is included. More important, it
s contrary to the sense of
values that we as parents are
irying loinslill ip our chlldren -
namely that others be accept-
ed (or their value and virtues,
not their locks. IL is also a
blatant exploitation of young
giris al a very impresalonable
age - how can we condone such
aneveni and expect to produce
young women wha see them-
selves ns human belngs, not
metely as sex objects? Is this
the only woy lo make our Fair
“one of the biggest and the
best™? Is that really the Fair

Board's goal? What inleresl or .

appeal does such an event
have beyond displaying a
pleasing comblination of
genes? Whal does it reflect
about voung peaple in
Georgetown?

Do include the children in
your plans for lhe Fall Fair -
but do so ih a non-gsexist,
crealive way that will exclude
no interested child, be he-she
heavy, handicapped, cute, or
none of these. A few suggest-
lons worthy of reward by
communily service groups
might include & *“Crazy Hat"
compelition, a favorite pet
display, fun races, bicycle
rallies and decorations, craft
or hobby dlsplays - any of
these would provide a forum
for children (o exhibit their
talents and interesis in a posi-
tive way.,
: Yours truly,
Claudette Smith,

41 Dawsan Cr.,

Georgelown.

rather than

Dear Mr. Barrett:

| wish lo regisier my belief
that you hiave been ill-advised
in propusing a “heauty con-
test’’ for preschool children at

entertaining.

Finally, we arrive at the
whale ethical question of the
distorted values embodied in
a beauty pageant. We leach
our children that everybody
has worthwhile qualities and
that minor physical differen-
ces have nothing to do with a
person's real value, while at
the same
exposed to Lhe sight of babies
and young children being
judged on their beauty and

time they are

child forming a resentment
lowards her parent, other
campelitors and aduits in
gencral when she fails: and all
but ene fail,

The idea of a talent competi-
tion for preschool children is
hoth grotesque and ghoulish,
These people are lacking in
gross and fine moler skills,
Judging “'talent™ at this etage
of development means that
their sincere and purposefu)
attempts Lo please will be held
up o adult ridicule (under the
cover of “|sn’t that cule.)

What you pre really propos-
ingg, sir, 18 an instance of
children being uscd as non-
comprehending objects in an
event designed to amuse the
adull mind. As a on who
works with children, and as a
parent { urge you to reconsider
the purpose and the advisabili-
ty of your Idn&

the Georgelown [atl fair. While
many people find contests of
this type repugnant and ridi-
culous the contest proposed
presents grave implications

[or the cognitive and emational
develapment of the contesl-
anls,

Children at the ages you
desire 1o have compete, three
ta five, are at s critical slage of
development and their needs
will nel be mel in a contest of
this sort. Children at this stage
nre very egocentric, they are
altempting to discover their
self-warth. Success Is wvery
important at this ﬁtuJ:;e :
because it comes infrequently.
What has een proposed will
deny success (o all but ¢ne of
the contestants. The disap-
pointment of {ailure will cause
stress and stress is the major
hinderance (o develgpment,
both cognitive and emotional.

Children at this age are also
siriving to deveclop, in Ploget's
waords, the symbolic function
of objecls. A contest of this sort
will reinforce certain stereo-
types of beauty and worth, or

.-in the chiid's view, what is
good and what is bad. The
situation might aiso lead to the

charm. Surely no loving
parent would allow their
child to participate.

As a professional who
worked with yvoung disadvan-
taged children for many
years, and as a mother, |
strongly urge you to recon-
sider your decision to singe

these ovents.
Sincerely,

John G, C!.n‘rit M.A., MLS
5, Albert St.
chrg::luwn.

Sincercely,

Margaret Currie,
5 Albert St
Georgetown,

J.V. CLOTHING

LADIES JEANS
STRMGHT $l| 699

NAME BRAND
JEANS

(Seconds)

$'| 7#9

STARTSI

LADIES
PLEATED CORDS

(Brown & Navy)
Reg. 26°°

$'|999'

NEW ARRIVALS!

WOOL SKIRTS
Plaid Pleated

$| 399

HOURS

Mon. to Wed. 310 6
Thurs. to Fri. Sto 9

Sat.9fg 5

DRESS PANTS
Fall Shades

$'!399_

LADIES

VELOUR
SWEATERS

.omv $-l 300
MEN'S FASHIONS .

Young mens long sleeve

SPORT SHIRTS
Reg. up to 23°

NOW $'| 499

MENS .IEAH
- JACKETS

.$2499

MENS WARM UP
SHORTS PANTS
$799 $'| ] 93

BOYS CANADIAN MADE =
SHIRTS: G701 $ 799

 WE STOCK BOYS & GIRLS SLIMS,
HUSKIES & REGULARS IN JEANS & CORDSI

MENS TRAf K

With every pair of boys & girls

JEANS OR CORDS
YOU GET A -

“Fuzzy Frustration Stick’’

LOCATED N
GEORGETOWN MARKET PLACE

GUELPH STREET BY LOBLAWS
CALL 877-1598




